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REV.  JERRY  ZEHR  IS  ON  SABBATICAL  AND 
FIRST  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  IS  NOT! 

Rev.  Jerry  Zehr  is  officially  on  sabbatical  now  from  January  1  -  February  28.  This  week  he 
is  spending  some  time  in  Indianapolis  using  the  resources  of  the  library  and  bookstore  at  Chris- 
tian Theological  Seminary.  The  second  half  of  January  he  will  be  attending  a  workshop  at  the 
Crystal  Cathedral  in  California.  We  have  also  heard  there  are  golf  courses  in  California  so  it 
wouldn't  be  surprising  if  Jerry  also  sharpens  some  of  his  skills  in  that  area  as  well. 

Meanwhile  ifcback  at  the  ranch",  rninistry  at  First  Christian  goes  forward.  Our  elders  will  be 
meeting  in  January  and  February  to  develop  a  plan  for  discerning  our  mission  and  vision  for  the 
rest  of  the  century  (how's  that  for  a  big  dream).  When  Jerry  returns  the  elders  and  board  and  you, 
the  congregation,  will  work  out  our  call,  our  hopes  for  the  next  few  years. 

The  regular  programs  of  the  church  will  continue  and  Rev.  Diane  Zehr  will  be  filling  the 
pulpit  while  Jerry  is  away. 

We  look  forward  to  Rev.  Zehr  s  return  and  renewal! 


TO:  COMMITTEE  CHAIRS 


If  you  have  not  turned  in  your  revised  budgets  for  1997  to  Diane  Johnson,  please  do  so  as 
soon  as  possible. 
Thank  you. 


Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  and  Rev.  Diane  zehr 

Pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  S.  Calhoun  street         Ft.  Wayne,  in  46807 


744-3239 


PAGE  TWO 


TIDINGS 


JANUARY  1,  1997 


From  Here  to  (Other)  Zehr 


As  I  was  growing  up  I  lived  two 
doors  from  a  railroad  yard.  At  all  times 
of  the  day  and  night  trains  roared 
through  or  came  to  screeching  halts  on 
the  tracks  so  they  could  refuel  or  unload 
their  cargos.  We  got  used  to  the  sounds 
and  barely  noticed  them  even  in  the  wee 
hours  of  the  morning. 

But  there  was  a  rule  we  followed  -  or 
at  least  we  were  supposed  to.  NEVER 
TRY  TO  JUMP  ON  BOARD  A  MOVING 
TRAIN.  There  were  always  horror 
stories  told  in  our  neighborhood  about 
kids  who  did  and  were  hurt  or  worse 
doing  that. 

Yet,  here  am  I  in  this  first  week  of 


January,  trying  to  do  just  that  -  jump  on 
board  a  moving  ministry  train.  I  already 
have  a  foot  in  some  cars  like  education 
and  fellowship,  but  now  there  are  some 
other  cars  of  the  train  that  will  need  a 
hand  (or  a  foot)  as  well. 

I'll  try  to  do  that  carefully  so  the 
train  doesn't  have  to  stop  and  no  one 
gets  hurt.  We'll  get  used  to  the  sounds 
of  movement  together.  I  pray  we  won't 
need  to  come  to  any  screeching  halts  and 
the  ministry  we  do  will  please  God. 

Staying  On  Track, 

Diane 


D.M.A.  POTLUCK 

^citizens  %&r  The  D.M.A.  (Don  t  Mention  Age)  group  will  have  a  potluck  on 

LUN^g^ON   fy  Tuesday,  January  7,  1997  at  12:00  noon  at  the  church. 

The  program  will  be  a  surprise!! 


1997  OFFERING  ENVELOPES 


If  you  have  not  picked  up  your  1 997  offering  envelopes  in  the  Narthex  of  the  church,  you  may 
pick  them  up  yet  this  week.  After  that,  you  will  have  to  make  arrangements  from  the  church 
office  to  receive  yours.  Thank  you. 

We  will  not  be  mailing  them  this  vear. 
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CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING 


tmttce 

We  will  have  a  congregational  meeting  on 
this  Sunday,  January  5, 1997  at  9:30  a.m.  to 
approve  the  budget  for  next  year. 

Hope  you  can  be  there. 


\  yv  /     ■|il 

Welcome 


Welcome  to  the  following  new  members 
who  joined  First  Christian  on  December  22, 
1996:  Dawn  Pierce,  409  W,  Maple  Grove 
Avenue  46807.  Phone:  744-2701. 
Stephanie  Stabler,  4721  Arlington  Avenue 
46807.  Phone:  744-0176.  Linda  Deck  and 
Tammv  Deck,  822  Rockhill  46802.  Phone: 
423-4544.  Jennv  Znmwalt,  7426  Cold 
Springs  Blvd.  46825.  Phone:  497-9109. 
Kerry  Grabowski,  7426  Cold  Springs  Blvd. 
46825.  Phone:  497-9109. 

New  members  on  December  29,  1996: 
Rick  and  Robin  Evans.  They  have 
four  children  -  Andy,  Emily,  Natalie  and 
Olivia.  Their  address  is:  4524 
Lafayette  Esplanade  46806.  Phone: 
744-0037.   Welcome  to  all! 


o     &     » 


Marvel  Brickley  has  been  moved 
to  the  Lutheran  Home. 

Rebecca  Bowman  is  home  from 
Parkview  Hospital.  George  Cole  is 
also  at  home. 

Ed  Hall  will  have  surgery  on 
January  3.  1997.  Keep  Ed  and  Rosalie 
in  your  prayers. 

Congratulations  to  Bill  and  Anne 
Scott  as  their  baby.  Zachary  Tyler  was 
dedicated  on  Sunday,  December  29. 

Our  sympathy  is  extended  to  the 
family  of  Kathrvn  (Kate)  Cullen  who 
died  on  December  24,  1996. 

Are  prayers  are  with  Roger  and 
Anne  Moll  and  the  family  as  Anne's 
father  is  ill. 

Eileen  Klepfer  is  recuperating  at 
home  after  having  bronchitis. 

Anne  Shirley  is  at  Lindenview. 


SERMON  TITLE  THIS  SUNDAY 

"There  are  no  wishbones  in  heaven" 
SCRIPTURE: 

Jeremiah  31:7-14 
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Youth 
Group 


YOUTH!!! 
DON'T  MISS  THE  NEXT  LOCK-IN! 


^IMM 


m 


^ii^s 


All  6th  to  12th  grade  youth  are  wanted  at  an  overnight  lock-in  to  be  held  at  the  church  on 
Friday  night,  January  10  at  8:00  p.m.  through  Saturday  morning  (the  1 1th)  at  10:00  a.m. 

Please  bring  a  pillow,  sleeping  bag,  and  whatever  else  you  need  for  overnights!  Get  plenty  of 
rest  the  night  before  so  you  can  STAY  AWAKE  to  enjoy  a  great  time  with  friends,  food,  games, 
movies,  singing,  prayer  and  a  special  time  for  planning  YOUTH  SUNDAY. 

Any  questions?  Talk  to  Lori  Crouter  or  Steve  Vachon. 

YOUTH  GROUP  WILL  MEET  THIS  SUNDAY  AT  5:00  P.M.  AT  THE  CHURCH. 


A  BIG  THANK  YOU!! 

Many  thanks  to  the  elders,  diaconate  and  Sunshine  Friends  who  assisted  in  delivering  Poinset- 
tias  and  other  Christmas  items  to  our  sick  and  shut-ins. 

We  also  wish  to  express  our  thanks  to  Kenneth  and  Elinor  Place  for  their  efforts  as  Sunshine 
Friends.  They  have  asked  to  be  replaced  for  this  next  year.  Anyone  seeking  to  serve  the  Lord  in 
this  manner,  please  contact  George  Bruckman  at  the  church  office. 


This  week(12-22) 
Year-to-date 


Attendance 

221 
180 


Budget  Needs 

$3,667.21 
$187,027.71 


Actual  Giving 

$3,991.00 

$174,240.87 
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REMEMBER  OUR  SHUT-INS  IN  YOUR  PRAYERS 


IN  NURSING  HOMES  &  RETIREMENT  HOMES: 

The  Arbors,  2827  Northgate  Blvd.   46835 

Fern  Kenline,  Room  202 

Freda  Flaugh,  Room  301 

Courtland  Health  &  Rehabilitation  Center,  3555  Spy  Run  Ext.   46805 

Dorothy  Green,  Room  220-H 

Ardith  Wrisk,  Room  217 

Kingston  Residence,  7515  Winchester  Road   46819 

Valetta  Parlette,  Room  410 

Life  Care  Center,  1649  Spy  Run  Avenue   46805 

Irene  Kissinger,  Room  32-1 

Lutheran  Home,  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.   46816 

Marvel  Brickley,  Room  416 

Velma  Hechler,  Room  116 

Mariner  Health  Care  Center,  4430  Elsdale  Drive   46835 

Bernice  Montgomery,  Room  317-1 

Riverbend,  7519  Winchester  Road   46819 

Lou  Simmons,  Room  105-2 

Ardith  Wrisk,  Room  101 

St.  Anne's  Nursing  Home,  1900  Randalia  Drive   46805 

Ressie  Ehresman,  Room  324-B 

Golden  Rose,  Room  208-A 

AT  HOME: 

Walter  Bowen,  1924  Senior  Drive  46805 

Lucille  Branstrator,  9721  Coverdale  Road  46809 

Glenn  &  Lola  Miller,  5410  Butterfield  Drive   46835 

Jack  &  Emma  Phillips,  1737  Godfrey  Road  46819 

Lila  Russell,  3936  Irene  Court  46808 

Coleen  Wilcoxson  &  Orda  Glentzer,  746  Candlelite  Court  46807 

Charles  Wrisk,  259  E.  Sherwood  Terrace   46807 
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SERVING  JANUARY  5 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.ni.   John  Ohneck  &  George  Bruckman 
10:45  a.m.  Charles  McGrew  &  Bill  Franklin 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m. 
10:45  a.m. 

HOMEBOUND  COMMUNION 

R.  Church  -  M.  Crouse 

J.  Ohneck  -  D.  Keebortz 

K.  Blocher  -  T.  Knuckles 

K.  Ohneck  -  M.  Mullen 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

Ralph  &  Judy  Church 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 
SUNDAY,  JANUARY  5 

8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 
9:30  a.m.  Congregational  Meeting 
9:30  a.m.  Church  School 
10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
5:00  p.m.  Youth  Group 


MONDAY.  JANUARY  6 

7:00  p.m.Married  With  Children  LIFE  Group 
7:30  p.m.  Young  &  the  Restless  LIFE  Group 
TUESDAY.  JANUARY  7 
12:00  noon  D.M.A.  Potluck 
7:00  p.m.  Elder's  Meeting 
WEDNESDAY.  JANUARY  8 
7:00  p.m.  Outer  Limits  LIFE  Group 
7:00  p.m.  Friends  LIFE  Group  at  Deb 

Lehman's 
THURSDAY.  JANUARY  9 
10:00  a.m.  Best  Seat  In  the  House  LIFE 

Group 
FRIDAY.  JANUARY  10 
8:00  p.m.  Youth  Lock-In 

MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 

JAN.  7-13 
Noah  Duncan(7),  Ken  Taylor(7),  Steve 
Thieme(8),  Joel  Wilson(8),  Megan 
McEvoy(8),  Myrtle  DeVinney(lO),  Scott 
Murray(lO),  Anorak  Phomsoupha(lO), 

Marjorie  Ohr(l  1),  Cortney  Lyoiis(l  1), 
Deb  Lehman(12),  Greg  Baitz(13),  Jeff 
Murray(  1 3 ) 
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GETTING  READY  FOR  WORSHIP 
3RD-5TH  GRADERS 

Each  year  we  offer  a  time  for  our  3rd-5th  graders  to  meet  with  an  elder  of  the  church  and 
discover  why  we  worship  as  we  do  at  First  Christian  Church. 

Until  3rd  grade  our  children  are  in  their  own  worship  experiences  for  most  of  the  service  time 
(leaving  after  our  Childrens"  moment),  but  when  they  enter  third  grade,  they  begin  to  have  the 
opportunity  to  worship  with  the  whole  community  of  Christians, 

In  order  to  prepare  them  for  this  we  offer  this  4  week  experience  where  they  can  learn  and  ask 
questions  about  things  like: 

What  is  worship  anyway? 
Why  do  we  take  communion? 
How  do  I  decide  what  to  give? 
What  do  I  listen  for  in  the  sermon? 
At  the  end  of  those  weeks,  each  child  will  be  presented  with  a  Bible  from  the  church. 
This  year  Eunice  Conrad  will  be  teaching  this  class  each  Sunday  of  February  from  10:45  - 
1 1 :45  a.m.  during  our  regular  worship  hour. 

Please  register  your  child  for  this  by  calling  the  church  office  or  Diane  Zehr. 


TO:  COMMITTEE  CHAIRS 


If  you  have  not  turned  in  your  revised  budgets  for  1997  to  Diane  Johnson,  please  do  so  as 
soon  as  possible.  Thank  you. 


Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  ana  Rev.  Diane  zehr 

Pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  S.  Calhoun  Street         Ft.  wayne,  in  46807 


744-3239 
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From  Here  to  (Other)  Zehr 


Here  are  just  a  few  of  the  ways  to 
serve  God  to  1997: 

NURSERY  NEIGHBORS 

We  need  a  few  folks  who  will  take 

soime  special  care  with  out  $ur$eryt 
Miking  sure  the  toys  are  clean  and 
unbroken,  organizing  ills  linen  a  and 
change  table*  seeing  that  the  room  is 
attractive  and  clean  are  important 
ministries  that  need  to  occur..  If  you 
would  like  to  make  the  church$' 
ministries  to  our  youngest  more 
effective,  contact  Diane  Zehr  at  744- 
3239, 

FOOD  MINISTRY  VOLUNTEERS 

The  many  people  who  receive  food 
through  the  food  hank  of  First  Christian 
Church  are  blessed  because  of  the 
volunteers  who  serve  faithfully*  giving, 
of  their  time  and  energy!  New 
volunteers  are  needled,  who  can  give  two 
hours  on  Monday,  Wednesday  or  Friday, 
9:00  -  1 1:00  a.m.  twice  per  month. 

Call  Sieve  V action  (home  phone;: 
744*6161)  if  you  have  questions  about 
volunteering. 

SUNSHINE- FRIENDS 

What  is  a.  sunshine  friend?    How  do 

you     become     one?         What     are     the 
responsibilities?   What  are  the  benefits? 
A  sunshine  friend  is  an  extension  of 


our  church  life  to  those  who  have  been 

members  for  years*  however,,  are  unable 
to  be 'at  church  for  worship  or  any  other 
activities.  Tills  service  provides  a 
personal  tie  For  our  "jdrnt-itts"'*    We  ask 

that  each  volunteer  visit  with  a  shut-in 
onee;  a  months  foe.  aware  of  any  problems 
that  may  appear  and  relay  this 
in  format  ion  to  the  church  office,  send 
birthday  greetings  when  information  is 
available*  and  other  persona].  greetings, 

Are  you  ready  for  something  new  in 
your  life  this;  year'?  Have  you  been 
questioning  what  you  can  do  to  refresh 
your  life  and  feel  closer  m  God?  Did 
you  resolve  to  become  more  Involved 
with  the  ehureh  this  year? 

COME  AND  JOIN  US  AS  A 
SUNSHINE  FRIEND!:! 

EVANGELISM:  CALLING 

Evangelism  e  ailing  for  First 
Christian  means  responding  to  first  time 
visitors  in  Sunday  morning  worship  by 
knocking  on.  their  door  within  36  hours 
with  a  welcome  *,  a  loaf  of  bread,  a 
brochure  and  hfjej  conversation,  Right 
now  our  calling,  teams  are  scheduled 
once  a  month  and  usually  go  calling  on 
Monday  evenings.  We  cannot  over 
emphasize  the  importance  of  this  basic 
evangelism  effort  and  how  rewarding  it 
is  to  see  visitors  return  and  then  commit 
their  lives  to  Christ  through  First 
Christian  Church,  Is  their  a  better  way 
you  coo  Id  serve  the  church? 
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PLEASE  COME 
AND  HELP 


r 


The  Worship  Comm.il  i  tee  needs  y our  help 
with  the  taking  dowii  and  putting  sway  the 
Oirisioias  siemsL  We  will  begin  ai  9:(M)  g  ju. 
tills  Safin day,,  lamiacy  1. 1 ,  11i.isiii.li.  you, 

NEEDED,.., .WALK  TO 
BETHLEHEM'  EVAULAf  IONS 

Please  turn  In  your  evaluations  for  Walk 
to  B  still  diem  .as  soon  as  possible.  So  far 
only  five  have  been  returned  and  we  need 
25-30  If  we  are  going  to  have  substantial 
fallback. 

Hie  Committee  will,  be  sneeting  on 
Thuiraday*  Jaaomty  16,  1997,  Your  support 
of  Walk  to  Be^ehem  was  tremendous  and 
we  would  very  niuch  like  to  kn&w  haw  you 
felt  about  your  prilelpacion.  Thank  you, 


UPCOMING 
MEETINGS! 


The  AJiiiilifritNi; CmmitMi  will 

jBneet  ou  Tuesday*  January  14*  1997  at  6:30 
pm« 

The  lM^.-j|.-.IEElEJggi  w*^  tPvet  op 
Tuesday,  January  14, 1.997  at  730  pm 

.SKfeQJL  (Worship,,  Outreach  >&  Service, 
and  Evangelism)  will  meet  on  Tuesday,  Jan- 
|  uary  21,  1997 at  WW  p.m. 


-\ 


E  j jjjjjj "  I     surgery     has     b^en 

cancelled  and  will  he  re-scheduled  at  a 
later  date, 

Rsth  Truesdell  is  recovering  from. 
a  heart  attach  and  is  in  St,  Joseph 
Medical  Center. 

Congratulations     to     Faml ailM 


M  i;  ckl  e  an  .o^Mifii.  who  had  a  lb  lies  sing 
of  their  wedding  last  Friday  night  at 
the  church. 

A|j|  Shijrjey  is  home  from 
Lindenview. 

Our  symtjaiSiy  is  extended  to  the 
family  of  Irene  ■Kissj.iieer  who  died 
this  week,  "'"  ' 


v 


J 


We  want  to  thank  yon  for  the  surprise  we 
bad  on  ChHstmaa  Sunday  when  we  received! 

the  bemiflful.  poinsettia  frcan  the  church  and 
our  1997  ehiiieli  axvetopea, 

We  want  you  to  know  It  is  still  alive  -  a 
beatify  to  behold  *  it  is  such  a  bright  red. 

With  God's  \m%  and  yours  li  was  a  great 
gift 

Sincerely, 
Don  and  Sarah  Emlih 
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YOUTH!!! 
DON'T  MISS  THE  NEXT  LOCK-IN! 


■+***&&& 


All  6th  to  12th  grade  youth  are  wanted  at  an  overnight  lock-in  to  be  held  at  the  church  on 
Friday  night,  January  10  at  8:00  p.m.  through  Saturday  morning  (the  1 1th)  at  10:00  a.m. 

Please  bring  a  pillow,  sleeping  bag,  and  whatever  else  you  need  for  overnights!  Get  plenty  of 
rest  the  night  before  so  you  can  STAY  AWAKE  to  enjoy  a  great  time  with  friends,  food,  games, 
movies,  singing,  prayer  and  a  special  time  for  planning  YOUTH  SUNDAY, 

Any  questions?  Talk  to  Lori  Crouter  or  Steve  Vachon. 

NO  YOUTH  GROUP  THIS  SUNDAY! 


A  BIG  THANK  YOU!! 

1  would  like  to  thank  each  of  you  who  participated  in  the  Angel  Tree  Project  this  year.  It  was 
extra  special  that  the  youth  of  our  church  were  able  to  deliver  the  gifts  and  get  to  meet  some  of 
the  kids  that  we  were  serving.  When  Jesus  began  his  public  ministry,  he  stood  up  in  the  syna- 
gogue to  read  the  scriptures.  He  read  the  words  of  Isaiah  (Isaiah  61:2)  and  after  reading,  he  sat 
down  and  said  to  those  in  the  synagogue,  "Today  this  scripture  has  been  fulfilled  in  your  hear- 
ing."  (Luke  4:18-19).  By  doing  these  acts  of  kindness,  we  are  doing  the  gospel.  Please  take  a 
moment  to  read  Isaiah's  words  and  keep  them  in  your  heart.  Prison  ministry  can  be  heartbreak- 
ing, yet  God  has  anointed  each  of  you  to  "bind  up  the  brokenhearted,"  and  so  you  do.  Thank  you 
for  being  obedient  to  our  Lord  and  Savior. 


This  week(  12-29) 
Year-to-date 


Attendance 

187 
180 


Budget  Needs 

S3. 667. 21 
$190,694.92 


Actual  Giving 

$5,849.12 
$180,089.99 
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REMEMBER  OUR  SHUT-INS  IN  YOUR  PRAYERS 


IN  NURSING  HOMES  &  RETIREMENT  HOMES: 

The  Arbors,  2827  Northgatc  Blvd.    46835 

Fern  Kenline,  Room  202 

Freda  Flaugh,  Room  301 

Courtland  Health  &  Rehabilitation  Center,  3555  Spy  Run  Ext.    46805 

Dorothy  Green,  Room  220-H 

Ardith  Wrisk,  Room  217 

Kingston  Residence,  7515  Winchester  Road   46819 

Valetta  Parlette,  Room  410 

Lutheran  Home,  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.    46816 

Marvel  Brickley,  Room  416 

Velma  Hechler,  Room  116 

Mariner  Health  Care  Center,  4430  Elsdale  Drive   46835 

Bernice  Montgomery,  Room  317-1 

Riverbend,  7519  Winchester  Road   46819 

Lou  Simmons,  Room  105-2 

Ardith  Wrisk,  Room  101 

St.  Anne's  Nursing  Home,  1900  Randalia  Drive   46805 

Ressie  Ehresman,  Room  324-B 

Golden  Rose,  Room  208-A 

AT  HOME: 

Walter  Bowen,  1924  Senior  Drive   46805 

Lucille  Branstrator,  9721  Coverdale  Road   46809 

Glenn  &  Lola  Miller,  5410  Butterfield  Drive   46835 

Jack  &  Emma  Phillips,  1737  Godfrey  Road   46819 

Lila  Russell,  3936  Irene  Court   46808 

Coleen  Wilcoxson  &  Orda  Glentzer,  746  Candlelite  Court  46807 

Charles  Wrisk,  259  E.  Sherwood  Terrace   46807 
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SERVING  JANUARY  12 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.    Eunice  Conrad  &  Judy  Church 
10:45  a.m.   Ken  Taylor  &  Sam  Hayes 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.    M.  Crouse,  D.  Keebortz,  T. 

Knuckles,  J.  Young 

10:45  a.m.    E.  Yeoman,  L.  Heimann,  M.  Mc- 

Dougle,  O.  McDougle,  J.  Mounsey,  E. 

Riekc.  K.  Scott,  B.  Smith 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

T.  Knuckles,  C.  Falbe,  E.  Yeoman 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

Ron  &  Caren  Wise 


SUNDAY,  JANUARY  12 

8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 
9:30  a.m.  Church  School 
10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
MONDAY,  JANUARY  13 
7:30  p.m.  Young  &  the  Restless  LIFE  Group 
TUESDAY,  JANUARY  14 
9:00  a.m.  Sewing  Group 
6:30  p.m.  Administrative  Committee 
7:30  p.m.  Board  of  Trustees 
WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  15 
7:00  p.m.  Outer  Limits  LIFE  Group 
7:00  p.m.  Friends  LIFE  Group  at  Deb 
Lehman's 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 
FRIDAY,  JAM  ARY  10 

8:00  p.m.   Youth  Lock-In 
SATURDAY,  JANUARY  11 

9:00  a.m.  Worship  Committee  after  Christmas 
Clean-Up 
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MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
JANUARY  -14-20 

John  Roush(14),  Diane  Zehr(15), 

Jeff  Young(15),  Michael  Mullen(15), 

Melissa  Chapin(15),  Martha  Bier(15), 

Calvin  Jones(17),  Jack  Williams(17), 

Sue  Brickley(18),  David  Alexander(19); 

Chip  01son(19),  Mark  Snyder(20) 
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MARTIN  LUTHER  KING  JR. 
MEMORIAL  SERVICE 

WHEN:  Sunday  Evening,  January  19  at  7:00  p.m. 

WHERE:  Plymouth  Congregational  Church  (West  Bern 
and  Fairfield). 

The     First     Christian     Church     Family  is    invited    to 
participate  in  an  ecumenical  service  honoring  the  memory  and 
P/njip   dream  of  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

il    f%Y£>n'Wl//       ^e    *10^e     t(>    atteiK*  as     a    8rouP     representing    our 
14,   14 1  &IA>IS  I      commitment  as     a       church     to  the     ministry  of     racial 

reconciliation  in  our  community. 

We  will  meet  at  the  church  at  6:00  p.m.  for  a  brief  meditation  and    prayer  and  then  caravan 

to  Plymouth  Congregational  Church  for  the  ecumenical  service. 


WELCOME  TO  WORSHIP  CLASS  FOR  3RD-5TH  GRADERS 

LED  BY  EUNICE  CONRAD 
FEBRUARY  2,  9,  16,  23  - 10:45-11:45  A.M. 

This  week  each  family  with  3rd- 5th  graders  should  have  received  a  letter  of  invitation  for  your 
child  to  register  to  attend  this  class.  Please  call  the  church  office  or  talk  to  Diane  Zehr  to  let  us 
know  who  will  be  attending. 


Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  ana  Rev.  Diane  zehr 

Pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  S.  Calhoun  street        Ft.  Wayne,  m  46807        744-3239 
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JANUARY  15,  1997 


From  Here  to  (Other)  Zehr 


"By  the  way..."  -  How  often  we  use 
that  expression  in  conversation  with 
another.  Have  you  ever  noticed  it  is 
often  the  real  agenda  on  a  persons  heart 
that  follows  those  words? 

"By  the  way,  I've  been  meaning  to 
ask     you     if    you     did_       _,     if    you 

could ,  if  you  thought_      __,  if  you 

care  that  I_       __.'* 

"By  the  way,  1  need  to  talk  to  you 
about ,  did  you  know  that "? 

Monday  mornings  in  a  church  office 
are   busy.     fm  guessing  they   are  also 


busy  in  other  offices  as  well.  Phone 
calls,  newsletters,  staff  meetings,  vet  it 
is  the  "by-the  ways...",  that  show  me 
where  God  is  asking  us  to  be  present. 

1  guess  my  prayer  for  this  week  is 
that  1  can  recognize  the  importance  of 
the  "by  the  ways"  that  come  and  really 
understand  that  they  are  really  ON  THE 
WAY  to  knowing  God  at  work  in  our 
days. 

On  the  way  with  you, 

Diane  Zehr 


NEW  YEAR  PLAN 


SPACE  ALLOCATION: 

We  have  created  a  storage  space.  Perhaps  you  have  noticed  a  new  storage  enclosure  on  the 
west  side  of  the  church  building.  This  has  been  added,  as  a  part  of  the  renovation  program,  to 
provide  storage  for  large  bulky  items  primarily  used  in  the  parking  lot  for  youth  summer  activity. 

These  items  are  currently  stored  wherever  there  is  room.  However,  a  committee  is  being 
formed  to  review  space  allocation.  We  will  survey  areas  being  used  and  make  suggestions  for 
consolidation  or  eliim  *ion.  This  will  be  done  with  all  functional  committee  members.  You 
might  say  we  are  begiiiLHig  our  "spring"  cleaning  now! 
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JANUARY 
CHOIR  PRACTICES 


The  choirs  will 
practice  on  the  fol- 
lowing dates  in  Jan- 
uary: 


CHANCEL  CHOIR  -  Saturday.  January 
18  at  1:00  p.m.  The  Chancel  Choir  will  sing 
in  both  services  on  January  19. 

CHAMBER  SINGERS  ONLY  -  Saturday, 
January  25  at  1:00  p.m.  The  Chamber 
Singers  will  sing  in  both  services  on  January 
26. 


THE  CARILLON 

5:45  p.m. 


meets  Thursdays  at 


Ed  Hall  had  surgery  this  week  and 
is  a  patient  at  Parkview  Hospital. 

Ruth  Truesdell  is  recovering  from 
a  heart  attack  and  is  in  St.  Joseph 
Medical  Center. 

1  inria  Deck's  mother,  llene 
Blauvelt,  had  surgery  on  Tuesday. 

Donna  McEvov's  brother  from 
California  is  improving. 

Our  sympathy  and  prayers  go  out  to 
Roger  and  Anne  Moll  and  family  in 
the  recent  death  of  Anne's  father. 

Our  sympathy  and  prayers  also  go 
out  to  Bruce  and  Ruth  Stone  in  the 
recent  death  of  Bruce's  sister,  Ruth 
Yawn. 


*®®m^ 


YOUTH  -  THIS  SUNDAY! 
MARTIN  LUTHER  KING  SERVICE 


The  Youth  Group  will  participate  in  the  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Memorial  Service.  All  youth 
who  can  participate,  please  be  at  the  church  at  5:55  p.m.  this  Sunday 

We  will  be  back  at  the  church  by  9:00  p.m.  Call  Steve  Vachon  (744-6161)  .f  you  have  any 
questions. 
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SERVING  JANUARY  19 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.   Ralph  Church  &  Kathy  Blocher 
10:45  a.m.   John  Kelly  &  Dick  Mey 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.   D.  Lehman.  M.  Mullen,  J.  On. 

E./K.  Place 
10:45  a.m.    D.  ttohlen.  K.  Bushey,  C;  Falbe 
J.  Franklin.  If.  Gorman.  J.  McGrew, 

B.  Widmer.  E.  Yeoman 

HO  ME  BOUND  COMMUNION 

J.  Church  -  S.  Brey 

K.  Taylor  -  J.  Young 

G.  Bruckman  -  L.  Brey 

A.  Moll  -  D.  Heimann 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

T.  Knuckles.  C.  Falbe.  E.  Yeoman 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

K.  Taylor  &  B.  Smith 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 
SATURDAY,  JANUARY  18 

1 :00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir  Practice 
SUNDAY,  JANUARY  19 

8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 

9:30  a.m.  Church  School 

1 0:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service    - 
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SUN.,  JAN.  19  CONTINUED 

6:00  p.m.  Meet  at  THE  church  to  go  to  Martin 

Luther  King  Jr.  Service  at  Plymouth  which  begins 

at  7:00  p.m. 
MONDAY.  JANUARY  20 

OFFICE  CLOSED  IN  HONOR  Of  MARTIN 
LUTHER  KING  JR.  DAY 
7:00  p.m.  Married  With  Children  LIFE  Group 
7:30  p.m.  Young  &  the  Restless  LIFE  Group 
TUESDAY.  JANUARY  21 
1 :30  p.m.  Rachel  Circle  at  the  church 
7:00  p.m.  W.O.E.  Meeting 
WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  22 
7:00  p.m.  Friends  LIFE  Group  at  Deb  Lehman's 
THURSDAY.  JANUARY  23 
10:00  a.m.  Best  Seat  in  the  House  LIFE  Group 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 

JANUARY  21-27 

James  Plummer(21 ),  Daniel  Auer(21 ). 

Jim  Bnshey(21),  Charles 

Ewing(22),  Harriett  CoIe(23), 

Detores  Keebortz(23),  Mimi 

Westerfield(24),  Linda  Stover(25),  Sally 

Rudy(25),  Janet  Weicker(25). 
Marilyn  Rieke(25),  Dorothy  Green(27), 
Karen  Bushey(27) 
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YOUTH  SUNDAY 

FEBRUARY  2  1997 

WORSHIP  SERVICES  -  8:15  &  10:45  A.M. 


4    If   't    #/ 


The  Youth  Group  at  First  Christian  invites  your  presence 
and  participation  in  a  special  worship  focusing  on  the  theme 
"Shadows  of  God.v 

The  youth  of  the  church  wish  to  give  thanks  to  God  for  the 
presence  of  the  adults  in  their  lives  who,  by  their  guidance, 
example,  and  provision,  provide  them  a  shadow  of  God"s 
presence. 

As  the  young  people  of  the  church  begin  to  make  the  vocational  decisions  that  will  aunch 
them  into  their  adult  lives  as  Disciples  of  Christ,  they  are  blessed  by  those  who  welcome  them  to 
walk  close  bv.  as  close  as  their  shadow. 

Come,  expecting  to  experience  in  a  fresh  way  the  calling  of  God  both  to  LEAD  others  and  to 
FOLLOW  those  who  lead  us  in  God's  family. 


WELCOME  TO  WORSHIP  CLASS  FOR  3RD-5TH  GRADERS 

LED  BY  EUNICE  CONRAD 
FEBRUARY  2.  9.  16,  23  - 10:45-11:45  A.M 


his  week  each  family  with  3rd-5th  graders  should  have  received  a  letter  of  invitation  for  your 
child  to  register  to  attend  this  class.  Please  call  the  church  office  or  talk  to  Diane  Zehr  to  let  us 
know  who  will  be  attending. 


Ministers:  Rev.  jerry  and  Rev.  Diane  zehr 

Pastoral  caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

moo  s.  Calhoun  Street        Ft.  Wayne,  in  46807 


744-3239 
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JAN  1.1  AMY  22.  1997 


From  Here  to  (Other)  Zehr 


First  Christian  Chutth  lias  always  had  a 
heart  for  mission.  That  is  clear  to  the 
ccsanmuoily  m  Fort  Wayne  as  they  see  m  tad 
the  way  with  cornmuiiiry  projects  speh  as  the 
Filtering  Coafeceiioe,  the  Food  Bank  the 
Baby's  Closet,  our  jail  Mipistry,  aiicj  PUT 
participation  in  Associated  Ghnrcliss.  It  is 
clear  to  the  larger  Disciple  church  us  we  give 
10%  of  our  tithes  and  offerings  to  Basic 
Mission  Finance, 

But  sometimes,  I  thinks  we  aren't  m  alert 
at  being  self- aware  of  what  we  are  dk>litg  to 
serve  God  in  the  world.  Lertt  Is  a  season  of 
sel  if-es  ami  nation, 

Thai  Is  why  we  arc  planning  a  Lenten 
emphasis  called  "500  Miles  of  Mission/" 
Beginning  Fdbraai?  12  (Ash  Wednesday), 
each    time    nor    congregation    gathers    for 

worship  (the  6  Sundays  of  Lent),  we  will  have 
a  chance  to  record  the  work  we  do  in  service 
of  God:,  For  each  hour  we  spend  volunteering 
ai  a  hospital  or  Matthew  25  center,  the  Food 
Batik,  Baby's  Closet,  visltmg  the  faoiiKixnsuL, 


or  even  being  at  a  meeting  lor  the  chyreh,  we 
are  askiog  yop.  to  fill  out  a  mile  marker  card 
that  you  will  find  in  your-  pews,  eaeh  week, 
As  a  part  of  our  Lenten  discipline,  we,  as  a 
congregation,  want  to  become  more  self  aware 
of  how  we  are  giving  oprselves.  away  for  God.. 

I  personally  believe  if  we  are  accurately 
report:! ng  all  oiir  mission  gifts,  we'll  go  a  lot 
further  than  5CNJ  miles  and  as  we  said  in  our 
Ml  stewardship  earopajpTu.  m  thai  ease  "Ikid 
is  the  Winner/" 

Stiff  noticing  what  yon  do  during  tile 
coinse  of  a  week  that  will  qualify  for  a  mile  of 
mission. 

On  the  way  with  yon, 

Diane  Zehr 


UPDATE  ON  OUR 

"""^"i  I     „  |„,llu!jijfc»    JUJ    yi,|     In.^AfenJuj^Hl^lMjjaBKjL^ 


The  Parlor  has  been  painted  and  new  c^tendeliefs  installed.  New  carpeting,  is  on  die  Way  for 
parlor,  bond  room,  and  fihnny .  Alter  the  earpctliig  is  instilled*  our  new  parlor  ftiraishiiigs' will 
be  delivered. 

As  fir  as  the  new  tyffirooms  go,  Hceppner  CaostractjaB  has  pound  the  concrete  and  we  are 

underway  tor  that  construction  project. 

Before  the  new  floor  is  put  down  m  fellowship  hall,  we  are  checking  ffie  condition  of  our 
Einderground  pipes,  If  any  needs  for  repair  are  round,  we  want  to  address  those  before  putting 
down  the  new  floor, 

"L*ur  new.  storage  building  has  been  put  in  place  behind  (he  church.  It  has  already  suriered  a 
little  damage  hut  will  be  repaired  and  the  walls  reinforced  when  the  door  is  put  on. 


JANUARY  22,  199 


TIDINGS 


PAGE  THREE 


JANUARY 
CHOIR  PRACTICES 


Trie  choirs  will 
practice  on  the  fol- 
lowing dates  in  iam- 
oarv: 


CHAMBER  SINGERS  ONLY  -  Saturday, 
January  25  at  1:00  pPm.     The  Chamber 

Simmers  will  sing  in  both  services  on  January1 
26/ 

THE  CARILLON  -  meets  Thursdays  at 
5:45  pm* 


THANK  YOU 


Thank  yon  to  Ray  Stover  for  helping  us 
keep  the  walkways  clear  in  all  of  our 
b  "weather," 

Also,  a  big  thank  you  to  Ray  and  Linda  | 
Stover  for  their  help  with  entering  data  into  | 
|  the  new  computer  program? 

WOMEN'S  RETREAT 


February  2S  -  March  1,  1997 

at  Camp  Barbee 
"T  Slighter  is  the  Best  Medicine117 

.Any  questions,  call  Sue  Brey  at  447-3540 


Ed__jj3n    did    well    in    surgery    iasi  \ 
TiiiLi'sday  and  is  In  Parkview, 

Our  Drivers  are  with  Rnth  O^Ias  I 

and  famil  v  in  the  recent  death  of  Boh,    I 

Ritfc    Tmesdell    has   gone   home  j 

from  the  hospital  with  some  additional  j 

medication  for  her  heart, 

Megan.  McEvoi,  had  knee  surger>  | 
on  Tuesday,  j 

ViBce  Wells  had  a  hear!  ) 
eathenzation  on  Tuesday - 

ileae  BlauveU  has  gone  home  from  I 
Parkvkw  Hospital,  1 

Mildred  Sarrazto  is  a  patient  at  | 
Parkview  Hospital.  I 

lyima  Onion  arid  Qmm  1 
McEvo-Hehnaaa  are  in  California  | 
with  Donna  "s  brother,  Boh  Onion's  ] 
family  as  they  attend  the  funeral  for  | 
Bob, 

Bettv     Grimm/Si     $3     vesr     old 
fttotht-r  fell  and  broke  her  hip  and  had  j 
surgery  last  Friday, 

We  have  received  ft  postcard  from 
Ed  a  ad  Sue  Alien  who  are  tojoyirig 
walks  on  the  beach  in  Florida  every  j 
day.   Ed  is  doing  quite  weiL 

This  Saturday  a  memorial  service 
for  Aase  Moll's  father  will  be  held  in 
Jackson.  Mississippi,  The  whole 
family  will  be  attending. 
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FOOD  BANK  MINISTRY 


Sunday.  January  26  is  SOUP-er  Bowl  Sunday.    The  Food 

Bank  Ministry  asks  the  Super  Bowl  parts-goers  of  First  Christian 

Church  to  bring  one  or  more  cans  of  soup  with  them  to  the  Super 

Bowl  party  of  their  choice,  as  a  way  of  visibly  inviting  others  to 

support  the  ministry  of  the  Food  Bank,  then  bringing  the  soup  (or 

jJF ""  any  otner  nourishing  food)  to  the  church  for  distribution  through 

Ik  the  Food  Bank.    The  volunteers  of  the  Food  Bank  thank  you  for 

*^-^\  your  support  of  this  ministry. 


D.M.A.  (Don't  Mention  Age) 
1997  Mini-Schedule 


February  4  -  One  more  potluck  lunch  and  then  we  hit  the 
road.  It's  Valentine  time  so  bring  a  white  elephant  or  gag  gift, 
or  a  comic  Valentine.  Also,  bring  a  favorite  object  or  hobby 
example  for  "Show  &  Tell." 

March  11  -  Yes,  this  is  the  2nd  Tuesday!  Lunch  ($7.00 
each)  at  Botanical  Gardens  and  then  a  walk  through  the 
'•Promise  of  Spring"  show.  Reservation  deadline  is  March  7. 

April  1  -  This  is  no  joke we're  on  the  road  to  Columbia 

City  to  tour  the  REMC  facility.  Lunch  location  and  timing  de- 
tails later. 


x 


\Wfa     PRAYER  CHAIN  UPDATE 


jL 


W  *J 


£*"""''  CKK>  |— -|  O-fHCyQk  (HJ-C  f  <MX>  fSj 


During  the  month  of  February,  Evelyn  Yeoman,  our  contact 
person  for  the  Prayer  Chain,  will  be  in  Florida. 

Jean  McGrew  has  agreed  to  take  over  the  Prayer  Chain  as 
contact  person  in  Evelyn's  absence.  Jean's  phone  number  is: 
637-5809  and  wall  be  happy  to  begin  the  chain  as  needed. 
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WHAT  IS  D.M.A.??? 
AT  FIRST  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH 


HIGHLIGHTS 


Perhaps  some  of  our  new  members,  friends  and  visitors  that  are 
on  our  mailing  list  are  not  acquainted  with  the  church  group  of  se- 
nior citizens. 

This  group  was  established  many,  many  years  ago  and  all  visi- 
tors, friends  or  members  that  may  be  55  years  of  age  or  older  may 
join.  The  group  initially  selected  an  identity  of  DMA.  which  is  an 
abbreviation  for  Don't  Mention  Age.  This  organization  meets  the 
first  Tuesday  of  each  month.  The  meetings  sometimes  begin  with  a  potluck  luncheon  at  the 
church,  and  have  additional  activity  after  lunch.  This  may  consist  of  a  "field  trip"  to  a  celebrated 
location  in  Fort  Wayne,  or  a  special  guest  speaker  at  the  luncheon. 

The  January  meeting  had  approximately  24  people  attend  and  following  the  luncheon  ail  were 
asked  to  join  a  car  pool  and  follow  Charles  and  Jean  McGrew  for  a  surprise  journey.  The  tour  was 
to  the  Hoosier  Window  Factory  located  at  the  former  International  Han  ester  Plant  on  Pontiac 

Street. 

The  February  meeting  will  feature  a  guest  speaker  and  in  March  they  will  have  the  annual  visit 

to  the  Botanical  Gardens. 

Perhaps  there  are  some  of  you  would  would  like  to  share  in  this  activity!  If  so,  please  mark 
your  calendar  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  month.  If  you  are  in  need  of  transportation,  please  call 
the  church  office  a  few  days  before  the  meeting.  ^ 


In  preparation  for  Youth  Sunday,  the  youth  group  will  meet  at  the  following  times.  If  you 
cannot  attend  at  any  one  of  these,  please  call  Amy  Vachon  at  744-6161. 
Saturday.  January  25  -3:00  -  6:00  p.m. 
January  26  -  during  Sunday  School  hour  -  9:30  a.m. 
February  1  -  Saturday,  2:30  -  4:30  p.m. 


SEWING  GROUP  NEWS 

The  Sewing  Group  will  meet  in  the  Conference  Room  on  Tuesday,  January  28  at  9:00  a.m. 
Only  the  simplest  sewing  skills  needed.  Come  join  us  for  a  morning  of  fun  and  fellowship.  Your 
help  is  sorely  needed! 
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SERVING  JANUARY  26 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.   John  Ohneck  &  Anne  Moll 
10:45  a.m.   Charles  McGrew  &  Bill  Franklin 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.    B.  Bier,  M.  Bier,  G.  Brown,  T. 

Knuckles 

10:45  a.m.   S.  Brey,  L.  Brey,  S.  Brickley, 

I,.  McFarland,  E.  Yeoman,  E.  Vandergriff. 

L.  Vandergriff.  R.  Wise 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

M.  Grouse.  Heimann's 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

Eve  Gorman  &  Ivlarlene  Grouse 


MONDAY,  JANUARY  27 

7:00  p.m.  Married  With  Children  LIFE  Group 

7:30  p.m.  Young  &  the  Restless  LIFE  Group 

TUESDAY,  JANUARY  28 

9:00  a.m.  Sewing  Group 

WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  29 

7:00  p.m.  Friends  LIFE  Group  at  Deb  Lehman's 

THURSDAY,  JANUARY  30 

10:00  a.m.  Best  Seat  in  the  House  LIFE  Group 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  1 

1 :00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir  Practice 

2:30  p.m.  Youth  Group 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 
SATURDAY,  JANUARY  25 

1 :00  p.m.  Chamber  Sings  Practice  Only 

3:00  p.m.  Youth  Group 

SUNDAY,  JANUARY  26 

8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 

9:30  a.m.  Church  School 

9:30  a.m.  Youth  Group 

10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
JANUARY  28-FEBRUARY  4 

Bill -Kerley(28).  Wade  Smith(28).  Mike 

Walsh(28),  Martha  Warner(30),  Kathy 

Biocher(31).  Bobbie  Lindsay(l),  Jim 

Sands(l),  Judy  Mey(2),  Kristen  Geroff(3), 

Patricia  Erdly(3),  Ruth  Yentes(4),  Wanda 

Hamm(4),  Eric  Mory(4) 
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YOUTH  SUNDAY 

FEBRUARY  2,  1997 

WORSHIP  SERVICES  -  8:15  &  10:45  A.M. 

The  Youth  Group  at  First  Christian  invites  your  pres- 
ence and  participation  in  a  special  worship  focusing  on 
the  theme  "Shadows  of  God/" 

The  youth  of  the  church  wish  to  give  thanks  to  God 
for  the  presence  of  the  adults  in  their  lives  who,  by  their 
guidance,  example,  and  provision,  provide  them  a 
shadow  of  God's  presence. 

As  the  young  people  of  the  church  begin  to  make  the 
vocational  decisions  that  will  launch  them  into  their  adult  lives  as  Disciples  of  Christ,  they  are 
blessed  by  those  who  welcome  them  to  walk  close  by,  as  close  as  their  shadow. 

Come,  expecting  to  experience  in  a  fresh  way  the  calling  of  God  both  to  LEAD  others  and  to 
FOLLOW  those  who  lead  us  in  God's  family. 


>•-.<" s  +SJ 


ASH  WEDNESDAY 
OBSERVANCE  -  FEBRUARY  12,  1997 


ASM 


6:00  -  7:00  p.m.  -  Soup  and  sandwich  supper. 
7:00  p.m.  -  Ash  Wednesday  Sendee 


WfDNfSDAY 


Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  and Rev.  Diane  zehr 

Pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  s.  Calhoun  street        Ft  wayne,  in  46807 


744-3239 


PAGE  TWO 


TIDINGS 


JANUARY  29,  1997 


From  Here  to  (Other)  Zehr 

first.   Jonah  was  just  plain  mad  about  it.   The 
important  thing  is: 

WILL  YOU  DO  IT? 

OR 

ARE  YOU  ALREADY  DOING  IT? 

God  is  looking  for  a  few  good  people  who 

will  name  the  name  of  the  Lord  to  our  world. 

As  you  live  your  call.  I  pray  for  you  to 
have  the  courage  to  name  why  you  do  what 
you  do  and  if  you  can't  call  it  "in  God's  will" 
-  repent,  for  the  beginning  is  near. 


The  last  two  Sundays  we  have  been 
hearing  the  stories  of  two  Biblical  friends, 
Samuel  and  Jonah,  who  heard  the  call  of  God 
in  their  lives  and  responded  in  very  different 
ways. 

Samuel  was  quite  willing  to  do  the 
bidding  of  God  to  be  the  one  to  search  for  the 
one  whom  God  would  anoint  King  of  Israel. 

Jonah  ran  as  far  and  as  fast  as  he  could 
from  what  God  wanted  him  to  do  -  go  to 
Assyria  and  preach  repentance. 

The  rest  of  us  probably  fall  somewhere 
between  those  extremes. 

Does  God  ask  something  of  you  in  these 

days? 

*  To  pray  for  and  encourage  your  leaders  as 
Samuel  did. 

•  To  go  to  an  enemy  and  share  that  the  way 
God  can  make  a  difference  in  their  lives  - 
as  Jonah  went  to  the  Assyrians. 

The  Bible  tells  us  we  don't  even  have  to 
like  it.   Samuel  was  confused  bv  God's  call  at 


On  the  way  with  you. 

Diane  Zehr 

P.S.  Thanks  go  to  Ralph  Church. 
George  Bruckman  and  Pat  Mullen  for 
assisting  me  with  the  pastoral 
responsibilities  of  leading  worship  while 
Jerrv  is  awav. 


In  preparation  for  Youth  Sunday,  the  youth  group  will  meet  at  the  following  times.   If  you 
cannot  attend  at  any  one  of  these,  please  call  Amy  Vachon  at  744-6161. 
January  31.  1997  -  Friday,  7:00  p.m. 
February  1  -  Saturday,  2:30  -  4:30  p.m. 
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VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 

We  need  your  help!  On  Thursday. 
February  6.  1997  from  1:00  -  4:00  p.m.  1 
will  be  re-organizing  the  church  library. 
and  your  help  is  greatly  appreciated. 

Thank  you. 

Steve  Vachon 


THANK  YOU 


1  wish  to  thank  all  of  the  teachers  who 
helped  make  the  trip  to  Science  Central  last 
Sunday  possible! 

We  had  19  children  who  attended! 

Rev.  Diane  Zehr 


WOMEN'S  RETREAT 

February  28  -  March  1,  1997 

at  Camp  Barbee 

"Laughter  is  the  Best  Medicine" 

Any  questions,  call  Sue  Brey  at  447-3540. 


patient 


Parkview 


Hospital.  j 

Our  prayers  are  with  Thelnia  Onion  and  j 

Donna    McEvov-Heimann    as    Thelnia' s| 

sister.  (Donna's  aunt)  passed  away  last  week,  j 
Our  prayers  are  with  Bob  Smith's 
grandson.  Adam  Skolnic  who  is  in  Riley 
Hospital,  and  will  be  facing  surgery  as 
infection  has  now  set  in  after  third  degree 
burns. 

Congratulations    to    Erin    and    Andv 


Brosey  in  the  birth  of  their  daughter.  Lauren 
Estelle.  She  was  born  on  January  18  and 
weighed  8  1/2  pounds! 

This  week  our  senior  pastor.  Jerrv 
Zehr,  is  attending  a  conference  at  the  Crystal 
Cathedral  in  California.  He  will  be  returning 
to  Indiana  on  February  4  and  prepare  for  his 
week  at  the  Monastery  in  Kentucky  which 
will  be  February  9-16.  Please  pray  that  God 
will  speak  to  him  and  encourage  him  that  we 
(with  Jerry's  leadership)  may  be  led  by  God's 
light  in  ministry  in  Fort  Wayne. 

Rev.  Jerry  Zehr  will  return  to  the  pulpit 
on  March  2  and  to  the  office  on  March  3. 


FIRST  TIME  VISITORS  IN 
WORSHIP  ON  JANUARY  26,  1997 


Robert  Grove,  6821  BaerRoad  46809. 
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"500  MILES  OF  MISSION 

Arc  you  interested  in  obtaining  information  concerning  retirement  homes  and  the  facilities  of- 
fered'?'? 

We  see  a  need  for  this  information  to  be  available  to  all  of  us  in  our  immediate  future  and  near 
future  for  many  in  our  congregation. 

This  will  be  identified  as  part  of  "500  Miles  of  Mission",  and  we  are  asking  those  who  ma\  be 
interested  in  assisting  with  this  endeavor  to  please  contact  George  Bruckman  at  the  church  office 
or  at  his  home. 


D.M.A.  (Don't  Mention  Age) 
1997  Mini-Schedule  * 


February  4  -  One  more  potluck  lunch  and  then  we  hit  the 
road.  It's  Valentine  time  so  bring  a  white  elephant  or  gag  gift, 
or  a  comic  Valentine.  Also,  bring  a  favorite  object  or  hobby 
example  for  "Show  &  Tell.** 


March  11  -  Yes.  this  is  the  2nd  Tuesday!  Lunch  ($7.00 
each)  at  Botanical  Gardens  and  then  a  walk  through  the 
"Promise  of  Spring**  show.  Reservation  deadline  is  March  7. 

April  1  -  This  is  no  joke we're  on  the  road  to  Columbia 

City  to  tour  the  REMC  facility.  Lunch  location  and  timing  de- 
tails later. 


«Wfy     PRAYER  CHAIN  UPDATE 


W  4  < 


<Z tKH3  H  •**  A*^ ! 


9*K)  I  <MX> 


During  the  month  of  February,  Evelyn  Yeoman,  our  contact 
person  for  the  Prayer  Chain,  will  be  in  Florida, 

Jean  McGrew  has  agreed  to  take  over  the  Prayer  Chain  as 
contact  person  in  Evelyn's  absence.  Jean's  phone  number  is: 
637-5809  and  will  be  happy  to  begin  the  chain  as  needed. 
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ODTRB^HBUDGET 
UPDATE 


The  church  once  said,  "The  world  is  my  parish"  however,  now  seems  to  say  my  "parish  is  my 

V°Manv  times  we  question  about  the  distribution  of  our  Outreach  &  Service  budget! For theyear 
;ndhrg  December  ?996  we  have  contributed  $12,000  to  Basic  Miss.on  Finance.    fhis  does  not 
nclude  our  total  Outreach  &  Service  expenditures. 
The  monies  are  distributed  in  the  following  manner: 

1 )  32%  -  Christian  Church  in  Indiana 

2)  28%  -  Overseas  and  Homeland  Ministry 

3 )  1 4%  -  Higher  Education 

4)  6%  -  National  Benevolent  Association 

5)  20%  -divided  among  15  other  Disciple  activities 

"M  ssion  Imperatives"  was  a  goal  accepted  by  Disciples  at  the  General  Assembly  ml 995.  Tins 
Mission  imper  a    ^  ^  ^        wg  beheve  God  s  Mlsslon 

ESS^SS  M  the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ.   Our  gifts  Will  be  channeled  to 

that  «>oal. 


IMPRESS  A  TEEN - 
GO  TO  CHURCH 

With  all  the  talk  of  the  need  to  instill  a  sense  of  values  in  young  people  and  for  positive  role 
models  there  i  one  simple  positive  step  adults  can  take  -  go  to  church  or  another  place  of 
wcrSip.  E^t  teens  in  10  say  they  admire  adults  who  do  this.  Only  13  percent  say  they  are 
turned  off  by  adults  going  to  worship  services,  while  6  percent  are  indifferent  to  it 

Most  impressed  by  adult  churehgoing  are  young  women  and  teens  who  live  m  the  South. 
Not  slrisLly  those  young  people  who  themselves  have  been  to  church  recently  welcome  the 
com;ToTaduits  at  their  *£,  of  worship.  What  is  more,  almost  three  in  four  teens  who  have 
not  been  to  church  admire  adults  who  attend.  ^^  ^  ^^  Trends 

Princeton  Religion  Research  Center 


YOU'RE  INVITED 


Tracv  A  Criiell  and  Robert  J.  Krayer  request  the  honour  of  your  presence  at  their  mar 
riage  on  Friday.  February  21.  1 997., five-thirty  p.m.  at  First  Christian  Church. 
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SERVING  FEBRUARY  2 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.   Kris  Ohneck  &  Kathy  Blocher 
10:45  a.m.   Ken  Taylor  &  Sam  Hayes 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.   M.  Crouse,  D.  Keebortz.  D. 

Lehman,  J.  Young 
10:45  a.m.   D.  Heimann.  L.  Heimann.  M. 
McDougie.  O.  McDougle.  J.  Mounsey, 

E.  Rieke.  K.  Scott.  B.  Smith 

HOMEBOUND  COMMUNION 

R.  Church  -  K.  Bushey 

J.  Ohneck  -  S.  Brickley 

S.  Hayes  -  C.  Falbe 

K.  Blocher  -  J.  Franklin 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

M.  Crouse.  Heimamrs 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

Ralph  &  Judy  Church 


SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY  2 

8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 

9:30  a.m.  Church  School 

10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  3 

7:00  p.m.  Married  With  Children  LIFE  Group 

7:30  p.m.  Young  &  the  Restless  LIFE  Group 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  4 

12:00  noon  D.M.A,  Potluck 

7:00  p.m.  Elder's  Meeting 

WEDNESDAYVFEBRUARY  5 

7:00  p.m.  Friends  LIFE  Group  at  Deb  Lehman's 

THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  6 

1:00  p.m.  Library  Re-organization 

5:45  p.m.  Carillon 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  8 

1 :00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir  Practice 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 
SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  1 

1 :00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir 
2:30  p.m.  Youth  Group 
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FEBRUARY  5-11 

Anne  Moll(7),  Elinor  Place(7),  Larry 

Brey(7).  Ruth  Truesdell(8),  Betty  Harter(9). 

Susan  Knuckles(9h  Sharon  Ellis(9),  Kenneth 

Place(lO).  Cheri  Tobias(ll),  Marvin 

CrouseO  I),  Kent  Gaskill(ll) 
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ASH  WEDNESDAY  SERVICE 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  12 

SOUP/SANDWICH  SUPPER  -  6:00-7:00  P.M. 

SERVICE  -  7:00  P.M. 


The  Lenten  season  will  begin  on  Ash  Wednesday,  this  year. 
February  12.  It  is  the  beginning  of  40  days  of  Lent  and  includes 
6  Sundays. 

Lent  has  been,  for  the  church,  a  time  to  take  stock  of  our  lives 
as  Christians,  to  see  if  we  are  growing  up  in  Christ.  It  is  a  time 
to  prepare  for  the  new  lite  Easter  promises  as  we  ready  ourselves 
for  being  made  new  by  God. 
lA/rr\kirCr\A\/  Man>r  °*  us  choose  a  discipline  of  prayer  or  fasting  or  giving 
WlUNl  )DAY  in  some  way  that  keeps  us  mindful  of  the  sacrifice  our  Lord  made 
for  us. 
This  year  on  February  12  we'll  serve  a  simple  meal  of  soup  and  sandwiches  between  6:00  - 
7:00  p.m.  You  may  come  anytime  during  that  hour  as  you  can  leave  work.  At  7:00  p.m.  we'll 
gather  in  the  sanctuary  for  a  sen  ice  of  song,  prayers,  silence,  scripture,  and  receiving  the  ritual 
of  ashes  placed  on  our  foreheads  remembering  our  earthliness  as  we  celebrate  Christs'  divine  gift 
of  life. 

Begin  your  own  Lenten  time  with  your  community  of  faith! 


Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  and  Rev.  Diane  zehr 

Pastoral  caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  S.  Calhoun  Street         Ft  Wayne,  IN  46807 
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UPDATE  ON  THE  MENTORING  PROGRAM 

For  those  of  you  readers  who  may  not  be  acquainted  with  it  the  Mentoring  Program  is  for  young 
persons  ready  to  consider  baptism  and  church  membership.  We  match  each  person  (usually  6th- 
1 2th  graders)  with  an  adult  member  mentor.  Together  they  meet  weekly  during  the  six  weeks  of 
Lent  and  grow  in  faith  as  they  prepare  for  Easter  baptism. 

We  are  blessed  to  have  Brenda  Kelly  coordinate  this  most  important  endeavor  of  the  church. 
We  are  so  grateful  for  the  thorough  and  loving  way  she  gives  herself  to  the  Mentor  Program  and 
each  person  involved  in  it.  Next  year  during  Lent  we  will  be  offering  this  experience  once  again. 

Rev.  Diane  Zehr 


CANDIDATE/MENTOR  PROGRAM 


As  I  looked  over  the  list  of  young  people  that  are  attending  church,  forty-one  had  participated 
in  the  mentoring  program.  We  are  happy  and  excited  that  when  our  youth  decided  to  make  the 
commitment  of  confession  of  faith  and  baptism,  they  chose  to  do  this  by  having  a  mentor  to  help 
them  prepare  for  this  commitment  and  the  experience  that  the  candidate/mentor  program  offers. 

Last  year  the  response  was  so  heartwarming,  that  we  had  two  programs.  This  year  we  do  not 
have  enough  young  people  to  start  a  program,  so  in  view  of  this,  I've  asked  for  a  sabbatical,  just 
for  1997,  and  received  this  from  our  ministers  with  their  support  and  understanding. 

Diane  and  I  are  working  on  new  and  exciting  material  for  1998  and  we  are  looking  forward  to 
working  with  the  mentoring  program  next  year. 

We  ask  for  your  prayers  and  blessings  for  the  program  next  year. 

Yours  in  Christ, 
Brenda  Kelly 


YOUTH  GROUP  -  THIS  SUNDAY 

FEBRUARY  9,  1997 

5:00 -7:00  P.M. 
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OUTREACH  BUDGET 
UPDATE  -  PART  II 


The  week  of  January  29,  1997  carried  a  report  of  our  outreach  specifically  as  it  related  to  Basic 
vlission  Finance.  The  total  funds  for  Outreach  &  Service  in  1996  was  $22,3 14.00  for  the  year. 

Subtracting  BMP  giving  of  $12,000  indicates  we  donated  an  additional  $10,314  to  other  areas 
hat  included  Special  Sundays.  Associated  Churches  of  Fort  Wayne.  Food  Bank,  Jail  Ministry, 
helping  Hand.  etc.  Our  total  income  for  1996  was  $212,240:  we  are  a  tithing  church;  however 
jod  is  looking  for  us  to  carry  our  burden  to  greater  expectancies.  Will  you  answer  His  call?? 

George  Bruckman 


CALLING  ALL 
MEN 

This  year's  Promise  Keeper's  Conference  theme  is.  "The  Making  of  a  Godly  Man."  We  have 
decided  to  go  to  the  windy  city  this  year  for  the  annual  conference.  The  Chicago  site  for  Promise 
Keeper's  is  in  Soldier  Field  on  May  23-24.  It  promises  to  be  a  watershed  time  for  all  those  who 
attend  with  a  heart  for  God.  To  avoid  burdening  the  church  with  the  financial  liability  of  this 
event  we  are  asking  all  men  and  boys  who  wish  to  attend  to  purchase  your  tickets  individually. 
We  will  travel  together  from  the  church  on  the  afternoon  of  the  23rd  and  return  on  the  evening  of 
the  24th.  You  may  call  1-800-888-7595  for  reservations  but  be  persistent,  the  lines  are  busy.  If 
you  are  already  receiving  material  in  the  mail  from  Promise  Keepers  you  may  call  1-800-265- 
6023  to  register.  IMPORTANT  if  you  decide  to  go,  and  after  you  register,  let  Brian  Prechtl 
know  so  we  can  arrange  housing.  Time  is  limited  therefore  let's  impose  a  church  deadline  of 
February  15  so  that  we  can  determine  how  many  rooms  to  book.  Please  pray  on  this  matter  and 
consider  how  God  may  be  working  in  your  life  to  make  you  more  of  a  Godly  Man.  Perhaps  you 
want  to  experience  this  event  with  your  son  or  your  father.  Perhaps  you  just  want  to  experience 
the  sound  of  70,000  men  lifting  their  voice  in  song  and  feel  the  power  of  the  holy  spirit  inhabiting 
their  praises.  However  God  is  calling  you,  I  encourage  you  to  join  us  for  a  meeting  with  Him. 

Your  brother  in  Christ, 
Brian  Prechtl 


YOU'RE  INVITED 


Tracy  A.  Critell  and  Robert  J.  Krayer  request  the  honour  of  your  presence  at  their  mar 
riage  on  Friday,  February  21,  1 997 ,  five-thirty  p.m.  at  First  Christian  Church. 
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SERVING  FEBRUARY  9 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.   Eunice  Conrad  &  Judy  Church 
10:45  a.m.   John  Kelly  &  Dick  Mey 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 

8:15  a.m.    D.  Lehman,  M.  Mullen,  J.  Ott, 

K./E.  Place 

10:45  a.m.    D.  Bohlen,  K.  Bushey,  C.  Falbe, 

J.  Franklin,  E.  Gorman,  J.  McGrew, 

B.  Widmer,  D.  Heimann 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

M.  Bier  &  Vandergriffs 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

Ralph  &  Judy  Church 


MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  1ft 

7:30  p.m.  Young  &  the  Restless  LIFE  Group 
TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  11 

9:00  a.m.  Sewing  Group 
6:30  p.m.  Administration  Committee 
7:30  p.m.  Board  of  Trustees 
WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  12 
6:00  p.m.  Soup  and  Sandwich  Supper 
7:00  p.m.  Ash  Wednesday  Service 
THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  13 
5:45  p.m.  Carillon 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 
SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  8 

1 :00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir 
SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY  9 

8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 
9:30  a.m.  Church  School 
10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
5:00  p.m.  Youth  Group 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
FEBRUARY  12-18 

Bill  DeVinney(12),  Charles  Mc- 

Grew(12),  Chris  McDougle(12),  Virgil 

Buchanan(13),  Kevin  Tobias(13),  Robert 

Neal(14),  Merle  Grimm(14),  Sara  Glas- 

gow(14),  Debbie  Thieme(15),  Charles  Hat- 

ten(15),  Martha  Hunt(16),  Karen 

Doehrman(16),  Jean  Sheets(18) 


Published  weekly  by 

First  Christian  Church 

4800  S.  Calhoun  St. 

Ft.  Wayne,  IN 

46807 

RETURN  POSTAGE 

GUARANTEED 


First  Christian 

Church 

(USPS  195-840) 

Periodical 

Postage 

PAID 


FIRST 

CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH 

(Disciples  of  Christ) 


February  12, 1997 


Volume  54,  No.  7 


God  Will 
Win  the 
Race..... 


500  MILES  FOR 
MISSION 


Please  join  in  our  Out- 
reach campaign  "500 
Miles  for  Mission'. 
All  it  requires  is  that  you  fill  out 
the  form  found  in  the  pews  giv- 
ing your  name,  the  type  of  mis- 
sion (service)  activity  and  the 
time  given.  These  forms  will  be 
placed  in  the  offering  plates 
each  Sunday.  You  can  also  call 
the  church  office  and  give  this 
information.    For  each  hour  of 
mission  activity  we  will  place  a 
symbolic  red  brick  on  the  walls 
of  the  sanctuary  to  begin  build- 
ing our  road  symbolizing  all  the 
hours  of  service  this  congrega- 
tion provides. 

This    will     begin  on    Ash 


Wednesday  and  continue  through 
Easter  Sunday.  Our  goal  is  to 
complete  500  miles  which  is  equal 
to  500  hours  of  mission  activities. 
Examples  are  volunteering  at  one 
of  the  hospitals.  Matthew  25.  Food 
Bant  Art  Museum,  etc.  It  could 
also  be  driving  a  friend  or  neigh- 
bor to  the  Doctor's  office,  doing 
their  grocery  shopping,  or  other  er- 
rands if  they  are  unable. 

If  you  have  any  questions, 
please  call  Donna  McEvoy- 
Heimann,  Charlie  Hatten  or  Diane 
Zehr.  Let's  follow  the  example 
that  Christ  showed  us.  We  have  40 
days  to  have  this  road  completed, 
so  let's  get  started!!!!! 

(See  sample  on  Page  7) 


Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  and  Rev.  Diane  zehr 

pastoral  caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  S.  Calhoun  street         Ft  Wayne,  IN  46807 


744-3239 
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From  Here  to  (Other)  Zehr 
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v*e  been  talking  with  so 
many  of  you  over  the  past 
weeks  about  the  ministry 
with  children  we  share  at  First 
Christian  Church,  Indeed,  we  can  be 
proud  of  what  we  have  done  over  the 
last  five  years  creating  a  new  learning 
environment  in  the  Upper  Room, 
developing  a  core  team  of  teachers 
who  pass  on  the  faith  in  vital  and 
engaging  ways,  initiating  a  Children 
and  Worship  time  so  young  children 
can  worship  in  ways  that  are 
meaningful  to  them.  Our  Walk  to 
Bethlehem  and  Vacation  Bible 
Schools  are  highlights  of  our  year  and 
the  Mentoring  Program  has  41 
graduates. 

I  believe  God  has  called  us  into 
these  ministries  and  we  are  even 
beginning  to  get  glimpses  of  what 
there  may  be  yet  in  store  for  us  to 
accomplish. 

Here  are  some  seeds  that  are 
currently  being  considered  for 
planting: 

NEIGHBORHOOD  OUTREACH 
FOR  KIDS  -  What  if  we  took  a 
summer  program  of  Faith  and  Fun  to 
two  of  our  small  neighborhood  parks? 
We  could  provide  some  constructive 
summer  fun  in  the  sun  and  in  the  Son. 
Would  y_ou  have  some  time  to 
volunteer  this  summer? 

LITERACY  PROGRAM  -  What  if 
some  of  our  folks  volunteered  to  read 


1  hour  a  week  for  1-3  children  on  a 
regular  basis?  We  are  considering 
becoming  a  site  for  such  a  venture. 
Would  you  be  interested  in  being  a 
reader? 

IMPACT  LEGISLATION  FOR 
CHILDREN  -  What  if  we  made  a 
Rapid  Response  notice  for  those  who 
wanted  to  support  legislation  aimed  at 
bettering  the  world  for  our  children's 
sakes?  Would  you  take  time  during 
coffee  hour  to  nil  out  a  postcard  or 
send  an  e-mail  to  your  congressmen 
and  women? 

There  are  so  many  ways  we  can 
stand  for  our  children.  Following  are 
a  few  thoughts  about  how  we  can 
even  do  that  in  worship.  It's  from 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Byron,  Michigan. 

•  Remember  the  commitment 
we  made  as  a  congregation  at 
the  dedication  of  the  children 
in  our  midst. 

•  Lland  offering  plates  to 
children,  not  over  their  heads. 

•  During  children's  time,  laugh 
with  the  children,  not  at  them. 

•  Understand  when  parents 
need  to  take  younger  children 
to  child  care  and  then  return 
to  worship. 

•  Have  patience  with  the 
learning  process;  we  are  all 
children  of  God. 

(Continued  on  Page   3) 
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HERE  TO  (OTHER) 
ZEHR  CONTINUED 

•  During  greeting  time,  greet 
children  as  well  as  their 
parents. 

•  Ensure  that  children  have  a 
bulletin  of  their  own. 

•  Invite  a  child  with  whom  you 
are  acquainted  to  sit  with  you 
during  worship  on  occasion, 
even  when  the  children's  par- 
ents are  present. 

•  Compliment  children  who 
have  listened  attentively  during 
the  service. 

Let's  keep  our  ministry  with  chil- 
dren alive  and  growing.  God  is  count- 
ing on  us. 

On  the  way  with  you, 

Diane  Zehr 


o    & 


CO 


Our  prayers  are  with  the  family  of 
Rebecca  Bowman  who  passed  away  last 
Monday,  February  3.  Sendees  were  held  in 
Richmond,  Indiana  on  Friday,  February  7. 
Her  husband,  Clifton,  still  resides  in 
Richmond  near  their  daughter. 

Earl  Plummer  continues  to  struggle 
with  inner  ear  problems.  Keep  him  and  Ruth 
in  your  prayers. 

Eileen  Klepfer  is  back  in  the  hospital 
with  pneumonia  in  Florida.  She  is  receiving 
breathing  treatments  and  care. 

Ed  Hall  is  recuperating  at  home  again. 

Jessie  Fern  Woodward's  outpatient 
surgery  has  been  re-scheduled  for  Monday, 
February  17. 


YOUTH  GROUP  NEWS 

This  Sunday,  February  16  at  5:00  p.m.  we  will  have  a 
special  time  of  youth  worship,  music  and  prayer. 

Members  of  the  youth  group  are  asked  to  bring  one  or 
more  photographs  that  they  personally  treasure  or  bring  to 
mind  the  memory  of  an  event  that  changed  them  in  a  deep 
way! 

This  will  be  a  great  and  fun  time!  See  you  there! 
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CHURCH   U 

ut>  DIRECTORY 
"•date 

A  NEW  CHURCH 
DIRECTORY 

Updated  church  address  directories 
have  been  made  for  your  conve- 
nience. If  you  would  like  a  copy 
they  are  in  the  Narthex  for  you  to  pick  one 
up.  or  you  may  get  them  from  the  church 
office. 

They  were  updated  in  November  of 
1996.   * 


D.M. A.  -  MARCH  1 1 
BOTANICAL  GARDENS 

Absolute  deadline  for  your  reser- 
vation to  the  Botanical  Gardens 
luncheon  and  a  walk  through 
the  "Promise  of  Spring"  show  is  by  Fri- 
day, February  28. 

Cost:  $7.00  for  lunch.  Make  check 
payable  to  First  Christian  Church  and  turn 
money  in  with  your  reservation  to  the 
church  office.  We  need  your  money  by 
that  date  also  to  assure  your  reservation. 


LIBRARY  BOOKS  ARE 
NOW  DUE 


W 


e  have  begun  reorganizing  the 
library  and  hope  to  have  it  us- 
able once  again. 
If  you  have  any  church  library  books 
that  you  are  no  longer  using,  please  return 
them  as  soon  as  possible. 

If  you  are  still  using  them,  please  put 
the  names,  authors  and  library  numbers  of 
the  books  on  a  3x5  index  card  and  bring 
it  to  the  church  office.  This  will  help 
those  who  are  working  in  the  library  to 
have  an  accurate  inventory.  Thank  you. 


FOOD  BANK 
MINISTRY 

February  (what's  left  of  it)  is  tuna  and 
noodles  month  at  the  Food  Bank. 

When  you  are  shopping  tins  month  at  the 
grocerx  store,  please  remember  the  ministry 
of  helping  those  in  our  community  who 
come  to  First  Christian  Church  for  an  emer- 
gency supply  of  food. 

You  may  bring  cans  of  tuna  and  packages 
of  noodles  this  Sunday  to  contribute  (as  part 
of  your  offering). 

The  volunteers  of  the  Food  Bank  thank 
you  for  helping  them  help  others! ! ! ! 
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WOMEN'S  RETREAT 

FEBRUARY  28  -  MARCH  1 

CAMP  BARBEE 

Leader:  LuAnn  Binkley  comes  with  high  recommendation  from  Donna  McEvoy.  LuAnn  is 
a  RN  and  she  has  her  own  business.  She  will  help  us  find  joy  in  the  Lord. 

Cost:  $30.00  per  person  and  that  includes  3  meals. 

Things  to  bring:  Bible,  paper  and  pen,  personal  items,  sleeping  bag  or  sheets  and  blankets, 
2  liter  of  pop  or  other  beverages  and  snacks. 

To  register:  Make  check  payable  to  Sue  Brev  marked  Women^s  Retreat  along  with  the 
registration  form  below,  and  drop  off  at  the  church  office  or  give  to  Sue  Brey  or  Judy  Mey. 

Deadline:  Wednesday,  February  26,  1997. 

AGENDA 

Friday,  February  28: 
Check  in  -  6:00  -  7:00  p.m. 
Dinner-  7:00p.m. 
1st  Session -8:00  p.m.-? 
Fun  after  1  st  session 

Saturday,  March  1 : 
Breakfast -8:00 -9:00  a.m. 
2nd  Session  -9:00  -11:00  a.m. 
Free  Time 
Lunch  -  Noon 
3rd  Session -1:00 -2:30  p.m. 
Clean  up 
Leave 


NAME PHONE  # 

$30.00  PAYMENT  ENCLOSED 
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CALLING  ALL  MEN 

his  year's  Promise  Keeper's  Conference  theme  is,  "The  Making  of  a  Godly  Man."  We  have 
decided  to  go  to  the  windy  city  this  year  for  the  annual  conference.  The  Chicago  site  for 
Promise  Keeper's  is  in  Soldier  Field  on  May  23-24.  It  promises  to  be  a  watershed  time  for  all 
those  who  attend  with  a  heart  for  God.  To  avoid  burdening  the  church  with  the  financial 
liability  of  this  event  we  are  asking  all  men  and  boys  who  wish  to  attend  to  purchase  your 
tickets  individually.  We  will  travel  together  from  the  church  on  the  afternoon  of  the  23rd" and 
return  on  the  evening  of  the  24th.  You  may  call  1-800-888-7595  for  reservations  but  be  per- 
sistent, the  lines  are  busy.  If  you  are  already  receiving  material  in  the  mail  from  Promise 
Keepers  you  may  call  1-800-265-6023  to  register.  IMPORTANT  if  you  decide  to  go,  and 
after  you  register,  let  Brian  Prechtl  know  so  we  can  arrange  housing.  Time  is  limited 
therefore  let's  impose  a  church  deadline  of  February  15  so  that  we  can  determine  how  many 
rooms  to  book.  Please  pray  on  this  matter  and  consider  how  God  may  be  working  in  your  life 
to  make  you  more  of  a  Godly  Man.  Perhaps  you  want  to  experience'this  event  with  your  son 
or  your  father.  Perhaps  you  just  want  to  experience  the  sound  of  70,000  men  lifting  their  voice 
in  song  and  feel  the  power  of  the  holy  spirit  inhabiting  their  praises.  However  God  is  calling 
you,  f  encourage  you  to  join  us  for  a  meeting  with  Him. 

Your  brother  in  Christ, 
Brian  Prechtl 


YOU'RE  INVITED 


Tracy  A.  Critell  and  Robert  J.  Krayer  request  the  honour  of  your  presence  at  their 
marriage  on  Friday,  February  21,  1997,  five-thirty  p.m.  at  First  Christian  Church. 


RACHEL  GROUP 

The  Rachel  Group  will  not  meet  in  February,  however,  they  will  resume  on  March  18  at 
9:30  a.m.  at  the  church. 
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REMEMBER  OUR  SHUT-INS  IN  YOUR  PRAYERS 

IN  NURSING  HOMES  &  RETIREMENT  HOMES: 

The  Arbors,  2827  Northgate  Blvd.    46835 

Fern  Kenline,  Room  202 

Freda  Flaugh,  Room  301 

Courtland  Health  &  Rehabilitation  Center,  3555  Spy  Run  Ext.   46805 

Dorothy  Green,  Room  220-H 

Ardith  Wrisk,  Room  217 

Kingston  Residence,  7515  Winchester  Road   46819 

Valetta  Parlette,  Room  410 

Lutheran  Home,  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.   46816 

Marvel  Brickley,  Room  416 

Velma  Hechler.  Room  116 

Mariner  Health  Care  Center,  4430  Elsdale  Drive   46835 

Bernice  Montgomery,  Room  317-1 

Riverbend,  7519  Winchester  Road   46819 

Lou  Simmons,  Room  105-2 

St.  Anne's  Nursing  Home,  1900  Randalia  Drive   46805 

Ressie  Ehresman.  Room  324-B 

Golden  Rose,  Room  208-A 

AT  HOME: 

Walter  Bowen,  1924  Senior  Drive   46805 

Lucille  Branstrator,  9721  Coverdale  Road   46809 

Glenn  &  Lola  Miller,  5410  Butterfield  Drive   46835 

Jack  &  Emma  Phillips,  1737  Godfrey  Road  46819 

Lila  Russell,  3936  Irene  Court  46808 

Coleen  Wilcoxson  &  Orda  Glentzer,  746  Candlelite  Court  46807 


THANK  YOU 

We  want  to  express  our  gratitude  to  all  of  you 

--- who  sent  flowers  or  cards,  gave  us  hugs,  phone 

SAMPLE  MISSIONS  FORM  calls,  said  prayers,  or  offered  words  of  encour- 

agement and  support  during  the  past  few  weeks. 

NAME This  has  been  a  difficult  time  for  us  losing  two 

ACTIVITY  people  who  were  very  special  to  us.    We  feel 

DATE  very  blessed  to  be  a  part  of  this  wonderful  con- 

LENGTH  OF  TIME"  gregation.  Thanks  to  all  of  you! 

Donna  McEvoy-Heimann  &  Thelma  Onion 
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SERVING  FEBRUARY  16 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.   Ralph  Church  &  John  Ohneck 
10:45  a.m.   Charles  McGrew  &  Bill  Franklin 

BIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.   B.  Biei\  M.  Bier,  G.  Brown,  T. 

Knuckles 

10:45  a.m.   S.  Brey.  L.  Brey,  S.  Brickley.  L. 

McFarland,  E.  Vandergriff,  L.  Vandergriff. 

R.  Wise.  E.  Gorman 

HOMEBOUND  COMMUNION 

J.  Kelly  -  J.  Mounsey 

D.  Mey  -  K.  Scott 

K.  Taylor  -  B.  Smith 

J.  Church  -  B.  Widmer 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

M.  Bier  &  Vandergriff  s 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

Ken  Tavlor  &  Bob  Smith 


MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  17 

7:00  p.m.  Capital  Task  Force 

7:00  p.m.  Married  With  Children  Life  Group 

7:30  p.m.  Young  &  the  Restless  LIFE  Group 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  18 

7:00  p.m.  W.O.E.  Committee  Meeting 

WEDNESDAY.  FEBRUARY  19 

7:00  p.m.  Friends  LIFE  Group  at  Deb  Lehman's 

THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  20 

5:45  p.m.  Carillon 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 
SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY  16 

S:  1 5  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 
9:50  a.m.  Church  School 
10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
5:00  p.m.  Youth  Group 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
FEBRUARY  19-25 

Don  Crouse(19)?  Richard  Merrick(20), 

Heather  Chapin(20),  Stephanie  Stabler(21), 

Walter  Bowen(22),  Susan  Rousseau(23), 

Roger  Moll(25);  Eunice  Conrad(25),  Dan 

Church(25) 
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BEST  SEAT  IN  THE  HOUSE 
LENTEN  BIBLE  STUDY 

"What  was  Jesus  interested  in  His 
Final  Week?  " 


If  you  knew  you  had 
not  long  to  live 
your  life  on  this 
earth,  what  kinds  of  thoughts 
would  occupy  your  mind? 
How  would  you  spend  those 
precious  last  moments  of 
time?  Who  would  you  seek 
out  to  share  time  with? 

These  are  some  of  the  ques- 
tions youTl  be  investigating  in  a 
weekly  Lenten  Bible  Study  led 
by  Eunice  Conrad  to  be  held  on 
Thursdays  of  Lent  from  10:00  - 
11:30  a.m.  in  our  newly  fur- 
nished church  parlor. 


Invite  a  friend.    Bring  your 
Bibles  and  your  hearts  and  minds 
of  faith. 
Thursdays,  February  20,  27, 
March  6,  13,20,27 


1st  Week  Mission  Mile  Report 

There  are  102  markers  on  the 
wall! 


Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  ana  Rev.  Diane  Zehr 

pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  S.  Calhoun  Street         Ft  Wayne,  IN  46807 


744-3239 
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hat's   in   a   Mile   for 
Mission? 


1  hour  of  volunteering  at  a 
place  of  service  such  as 
Matthew  25,  hospital,  food 
bank.  Baby's  Closet. 
1  hour  of  meeting  with 
planning  committee  at 
church,  choir  and  bell 
rehearsal,  board  meeting,  etc. 
1  hour  of  any  volunteer  work 
at  church,  i.e.  newsletter 
preparation,  office  help, 
library  assistance,  cleaning, 
repair  jobs. 

1  period  of  time  or  discussion 
with  someone  outside  the 
church  when  you  name  your 
faith  or  the  church  as  being 
significant  in  your  life. 
For  every  over-arid-above  the 
regular    pledges    or    gift    of 


money  you  give  to  God's 
work  in  the  world. 

•  Anytime  you  do  something 
for  a  neighbor  or  friend. 

•"■  Can  you  see  the  direction 

we're  heading?  We  want  to 
chart  the  miles  we  go  as  a 
congregation  during  the 
season  of  Lent.  Each  marker 
will  be  attached  to  the  wall 
and  we'll  see  how  many  laps 
we  make  during  these  six 
weeks  of  Lent. 

•  This  list  is  not  exhaustive. 
If  you  are  doing  something 
for  God's  sake,  it  is  worthy  of 
a  mile  of  mission.  YouTl 
find  the  mile  markers  in  the 
pews.  Please  put  them  in  the 
offering  plates  after  you  fill 
them  out. 

On  the  way  with  you, 

Diane  Zehr 


blklll  Mtffefl 
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A  TIME  TO  Bt  JILD  I JPDATF. 

If  you  are  interested  in  joining  a  group  of  us  who  will  be  traveling  to 
Tyronza,  Arkansas  to  rebuild  a  burned  out  black  church,  please  call  Diane 
Zehr  to  let  me  know. 

So  far  there  are  5  of  us  indicating  interest.  Those  include:  Laura  McFar- 
land.  Leo  Heimann,  Caren  Wise,  Roger  Moll,  and  Diane  Zehr. 

We'll  leave  Palm  Sunday  and  return  Maundy  Thursday.  All  housing  and 
meals  are  provided  at  no  cost  to  us  by  Homeland  Ministries  of  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ). 

Join  us  for  a  week  of  meaningful  mission! 
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NOTES  FROM  THE 

JOURNEY  THROUGH 

THE  BIBLE 

The  children  in  our  K-5th  grade  group 
of  Sunday  School  are  well  into  their  last 
segment  of  the  Journey  through  the  Bible. 
It  is  the  third  year  of  our  study.  They  are 
learning  what  it  meant  for  Paul  to  be  a 
missionary  to  the  world  and  as  part  of  their 
study,  they  are  corresponding  with  Ellen 
and  Andy  Collins,  our  mission  partners  in 
Nepal.  WeTl  keep  you  posted  about  their 
news. 


Vince  Wells  is  home  from  the  hospital. 

Ruth  Truesdell  is  also  back  home  from 
the  hospital.  However,  John  Truesdell  is 
now  in  Lutheran  Hospital  having  tests. 

Jessie  Fern  Woodward  had  outpatient 
surgery  this  week. 

Alberta  Matthews  (Michael 

Omspactvs  mother)  had  open  heart  surgery 
last  week  at  Lutheran  Hospital. 

Congratulations  to  Jeffrey  Bushev  who 
had  a  2nd  place  rating  and  won  a  silver  metal 
in  the  ISSMA  Competition  at  Wayne  High 
School! 


I  wish  to  thank  Diane  Zehr  and  the 
congregation  for  their  prayers  and  con- 
cern last  Sunday. 

Also,  to  Marlene  Crouse  for  going  to 
the  hospital  with  me.  God  Bless. 

Vince  Wells 


YOUTH  GROUP 

5:00  P.M. 
THIS  SUNDAY 
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CHURCH  LJ 

>L  DIRECTORY 
"•date 


A  NEW  CHURCH 
DIRECTORY 

Updated  church  address  directories 
have  been  made  for  your  conve- 
nience. If  you  would  like  a  copy 
they  are  in  the  Narthex  for  you  to  pick  one 
up,  or  you  may  get  them  from  the  church 
office. 

They  were   updated  in  November  of 
1996.  ' 


D.M.A.- MARCH  11 
BOTANICAL  GARDENS 

Absolute  deadline  for  your  reser- 
vation to  the  Botanical  Gardens 
luncheon  and  a  walk  through 
the  "Promise  of  Spring"  show  is  by  Friz 
day,  February  28. 

Cost:  $7.00  for  lunch.  Make  check 
payable  to  First  Christian  Church  and  turn 
money  in  with  your  reservation  to  the 
church  office.  We  need  your  money  by 
that  date  also  to  assure  your  reservation. 


LIBRARY  BOOKS  ARE 
NOW  DUE 

We  have  begun  reorganizing  the 
library  and  hope  to  have  it  us- 
able once  again. 
If  you  have  any  church  library  books 
that  you  are  no  longer  using,  please  return 
them  as  soon  as  possible.,      r 

If  you  are  still  using  them,  please  put 
the  names,  authors  and  library  numbers  of 
the  books  on  a  3x5  index  card  and  bring 
it  to  the  church  office.  This  will  help 
those  who  are  working  in  the  library  to 
have  an  accurate  inventory.  Thank  you. 


. 


-~-    & 
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FOOD  BANK 
MINISTRY 

February  (what's  left  of  it)  is  tuna  and 
noodles  month  at  the  Food  Bank. 

When  you  are  shopping  this  month  at  the 
grocery  store,  please  remember  the  ministry 
of  helping  those  in  our  community  who 
come  to  First  Christian  Church  for  an  emer- 
gency supply  of  food. 

You  may  bring  cans  of  tuna  and  packages 
of  noodles  this  Sunday  to  contribute  (as  part 
of  your  offering). 

The  volunteers  of  the  Food  Bank  thank 
you  for  helping  them  help  others!!!! 
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WOMEN'S  RETREAT 

FEBRUARY  28  -  MARCH  1 

CAMP  BARBEE 

Leader:  LuAnn  Binkley  comes  with  high  recommendation  from  Donna  McEvoy.  LuAnn  is 
a  RNandThe  has  her  own  business.  She  will  help  us  find  joy  in  the  Lord. 

JlSL  "low.  o„d  top  off  »,  *.  ctach  office  o,  givo .»  Soe  toy  o,  Judy  Moy. 
Deadline:  Wednesday,  February  26,  1997. 

AGENDA 


Friday,  February  28: 
Check  in -6:00 -7:00  p.m. 
Dinner -7:00  p.m. 
1st  Session -8:00  p.m.-? 
Fun  after  1st  session 


• 


i 
Saturday,  March  1 : 
Breakfast  -  8:00  -  9:00  a.m. 
2nd  Session  -  9:00  - 1 1:00  a.m. 
Free  Time 
Lunch  -  Noon 
3rd  Session -1:00 -2:30  p.m. 

Cleanup 
Leave 


NAME 


$30.00  PAYMENT  ENCLOSED 


PFIONE  U 
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A  WORD  FROM  YOUR  EVANGELISM  COMMITTEE 


The  value  of  one  member... 
Ten  little  members  standing  in  a  line. 

One  disliked  the  minister,  then  there 
were  nine. 

Nine  ambitious  members  offered  to  work 
late. 

One  forgot  her  promise,  then  there  were 
eight. 

Eight  creative  members  had  ideas  good  as 
heaven. 

One  lost  enthusiasm,  then  there  were 
seven. 
Seven  loyal  members  got  into  a  fix. 

They  quarreled  over  projects,  then 
there  were  six. 

Six  members  remained  with  spirit  and 
drive. 

One  moved  away,  then  there  were  five. 
Five  steadfast  members  wished  there  were 
more. 

One  became  indifferent,  then  there 
were  four. 

Four  cheerful  members  who  never  dis- 
agree. 

"til  one  complained  of  meetings,  then 
there  were  three. 
Three  eager  members!  What  did  they  do? 

One  got  discouraged,  then  there  were 
two. 
Two  lonely  members,  our  rhyme  is  nearly 


done. 

One  joined  a  sports  team,  then  there 
was  only  one. 

One  faithful  member  was  feeling  rather 
blue, 

met  with  a  neighbor,  and  then  there 
were  two. 

Two  earnest  members  each  enrolled  one 
more, 

doubling  their  number,  then  there  were 
four. 

Four  determined  members,  just  wouldn't 
wait, 

'til  each  one  won  another,  then  there 
were  eight. 

Eight  excited  members  signed  up  sixteen 
more. 

In  another  six  verses,  there'll  be  a  thou- 
sand twenty-four. 

— Copied 

—Covenant  Congregational  Church 

Waltham,  MA 

During  1996,  First  Christian  Church 

had  42  new  additions  to  our  membership. 

Their  pictures  are  just  inside  the  south 
entrance  of  the  church. 

Almost  everyone  has  had  their  picture 
taken.  We  thank  the  Lord  for  these  new 
people,  and  pray  that  we  have  42  or  more 
in  1997! 


RACHEL  GROUP 

The  Rachel  Group  will  not  meet  in  February,  however,  they  will  resume  on  March  18  at 
9:30  a  m.  at  the  church. 
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FLOWERS  FOR  EASTER 

Tulips,  daffodils  and  hyacinths  flowers  will  be  available  this  year  for  the  Easter  season.  They 
will  be  in  a  T  pot  and  the  cost  is  $8.50.  These  may  be  given  in  memory  of  someone  or  in  honor 
of  someone.  They  may  be  picked  up  after  second  service  on  Easter. 

Checks  and  orders  may  be  sent  to  the  church  office  or  placed  in  the  offering  plate  on  Sunday 
morning.  Deadline  is  March  15. 


In  memory  of 


Given  by 


In  honor  of 


Given  by 


THANK  YOU 


Dear  Friends, 

We  send  our  thanks  and  deep  ap- 
preciation to  the  Rev.  Diane  Zehr  for 
her  many  visits  and  concern  for  Ed's 
surgery  and  well-being,  and  for  all 
the  prayers,  messages  and  good 
wishes  from  the  congregation  during 
his  long  hospitalization.  He  is  home 
and  hopefully  on  the  road  to  recover}' 
in  the  coming  months. 

Rosalie  Hall 
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SERVING  FEBRUARY  23 
ELDERS 

3:15  a.m. George  Bruckman  &  Kathy  Blocher 
10:45  a.m.  Ken  Taylor  &  Sam  Hayes 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.   M.  Grouse,  D.  Keebortz,  T, 

Knuckles,  J.  Young 
10:45  a.m.   D.  Heimann.  L.  Heimann,  M. 
McDougle,  0.  McDougle,  J.  Mounsey. 

E.  Rieke,  K.  Scott,  B.  Smith 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

Mike  Mullen  &  McDougle's 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

Eve  Gorman  &  Marlene  Grouse 


TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  25 

9:00  a.m.  Sewing  Group 
WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  26 
7:00  p.m.  Friends  LIFE  Group  at  Deb  Lehman's 
THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  27 
5:45  p.m.  Carillon 

FRID AY-SATURDAY,  FEB.28-MAR.1 
Women's  Retreat 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 
SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY  23 

8:1 5  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 

9:30  a.m.  Church  School 

10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 

5:00  p.m.  Youth  Group 

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  24 

7:00  p.m.  Ivtarried  With  Children  Life  Group 

7:30  p.m.  Young  &  the  Restless  LIFE  Group 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
FEBRUARY  26-MARCH  4 

Bill  Chappell(26),  Cathy  Katt(26), 
Becky  Krull(l),  Barbara  Busse(l),  Frank 
Moody(2),  Charlotte  Ewing(3),  Tom 
Walsh(4),  Jim  Davis 
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Corned 
Worsljip 


REV.  JERRY  ZEHR 

RETURNS  FROM 

SABBATICAL 

MARCH  2 


T 


wo  months  have 
flown  by  and  this 
corning  Sunday,  our 
Senior  Minister  will  return  from 
his  two  month  long  study  leave. 

Many  of  us  have  been  asking 
what  he's  done  and  how  was  life 
at  the  monaster}. 

He's  prepared  to  tell  us  all 
about  it  on  his  first  Sunday  back, 
March  2. 

We  are  happy  to  greet  him 
and  hope  he'll  be  warmly  wel- 
comed home  by  YOU  this  Sun- 
day! 


Volume  54,  No.  9 


BIBLES  TO  BE 

PRESENTED  TO 

3RD-5TH  GRADERS 

SUNDAY,  MARCH  2 


Eight  of  our  children  have 
met  with  Eunice  Conrad 
each  Sunday  of  Febru- 
ary to  look  at  worship  together. 
We  are  providing  a  time  when 
they  can  learn  what  worship  is 
and  why  we  do  what  we  do  to 
give  praise  and  thanks  to  God. 

Culminating  this  class  this 
coming  Sunday  will  be  the  pre- 
sentation of  Bibles  to  each  of 
these  young  people.  Their  fami- 
lies will  also  be  recognized  since 
we  know  the  faith  is  passed  on 
generation  to  generation.  We  are 
delighted  to  recognize  these 
young  persons  on  this  step  of 
their  journey  and  their  families 
who  are  encouraging  them  in 
faith  and  love. 


Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  ana  Rev.  Diane  Zehr 

pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  s.  Calhoun  street        Ft  Wayne,  in  46807 


744-3239 


i 
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D.M.A.  -  MARCH  1 1 
BOTANICAL  GARDENS 

Absolute  deadline  for  your  reser- 
vation to  the  Botanical  Gardens 
luncheon  and  a  walk  through 
the  "Promise  of  Spring"  show  is  by  Fri- 
day, February  28, 

Cost:  $7.00  for  lunch.  Make  check 
payable  to  First  Christian  Church  and  turn 
money  in  with  your  reservation  to  the 
church  office.  We  need  your  money  by 
that  date  also  to  assure  your  reservation. 

—    A 


LI  NEEDS 

FOOD  BANK 
MINISTRY 


i 


Spring  is  coming!  March  is  spring  cleaning 
time  in  your  own  food  pantry!  You  are  invited 
during  this  Lenten  season  to  go  through  your 
own  food  pantry  and  clean  out  those  items  you 
do  not  plan  to  use.  Bring  these  items  with  you 
to  church  for  distribution  in  the  food  pantry. 
Thank  you; 


THANK  YOU'S 

To:  First  Christian  Church, 

Thank  you  for  the  flowers,  cards  and 
prayers  that  you  have  sent  me,  1  truly  en- 
joyed hearing  from  each  of  you  and  I  ap- 
preciate your  thoughtfulness.  I  am  feel- 
ing better  each  day,  but  I  cannot  go  back 
to  work  until  the  end  of  February.  I  am 
looking  forward  to  having  a  normal  life 
again. 

Sincerely, 
Lauren  Ewing 

Dear  Jerry  and  Diane, 

I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  I  moved 
within  the  last  6  months  and  I  am  now  liv- 
ing in  Crown  Point,  Indiana  and  teaching 
medical  ultrasound  classes  at  a  2  year  col- 
lege in  Illinois.  It  was  a  very'  sudden 
move  -  w  ithin  1  week  -  and  has  been  ex- 
tremely hectic  at  school.  I  know  your 
ministry  has  continued  to  grow  and  reach 
many  on  the  south  side.  I  thank  you  for 
your  love  and  support  of  me  during  my 
Fort  Wayne  time.  Your  love  and  compas- 
sion for  people  will  continue  to  draw 
them  to  you  and  God's  ministry'  through 
you.  Thank  you  and  God  Bless. 

Casey  Clarke 

Thanks  to  Diane  Zehr  for  transporta- 
tion to  the  hospital.  Also,  thanks  to  all  for 
prayers,  cards,  calls,  visits,  food,  offers  to 
help  and  concerns.  All  were  deeply  ap- 
preciated. 

Jessie  Fern  Woodward 
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REMEMBER  OUR  SHUT-INS  IN  YOUR  PRAYERS 

IN  NURSING  HOMES  &  RETIREMENT  HOMES: 

The  Arbors,  2827  Northgate  Blvd.    46835 

Fern  Kenline.  Room  202 

Freda  Flaugh,  Room  301 

Courtland  Health  &  Rehabilitation  Center,  3555  Spy  Run  Ext.   46805 

Dorothy  Green.  Room  220-H 

Ardith  Wrisk,  Room  217 

Kingston  Residence,  7515  Winchester  Road   46819 

Valetta  Parlette,  Room  410 

Lutheran  Home,  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.   46816 

Marvel  Brick  ley.  Room  416 

Velma  Hechler,  Room  116 

Mariner  Health  Care  Center,  4430  Elsdale  Drive   46835 

Bernice  Montgomery,  Room  317-1 

Riverbend,  7519  Winchester  Road   46819 

Lou  Simmons,  Room  105-2 

St.  Anne's  Nursing  Home,  1900  Randalia  Drive   46805 

Ressie  Ehresman,  Room  324-B 

Golden  Rose.  Room  208-A 

AT  HOME: 

Walter  Bowen,  1924  Senior  Drive   46805 

Lucille  Branstrator,  9721  Coverdale  Road   46809 

Glenn  &  Lola  Miller.  5410  Butterfield  Drive  46835 

Jack  &  Emma  Phillips,  1737  Godfrey  Road   46819 

Lila  Russell,  3936  Irene  Court   46808 

Coleen  Wilcoxson  &  Orda  Glentzer,  746  Candlelite  Court  46807 

Charles  Wrisk,  259  E.  Sherwood  Terrace   46807 
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PROJECT  READS 
REACHES  OUT  AT  F.C.C. 
VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 


M 


aybe  you  saw  this  news  on  T.V. 
or  read  in  the  paper  this  week 
about  an  outreach  effort  aimed 
to  get  children  reading  at  their  appropriate 
grade  level  by  the  end  of  third  grade. 

First  Christian  Church  is  one  of  16 
community  sites  where  this  mentor- 
ing/tutoring program  will  happen.  It  is  our 
job  and  joy  to  staff  one  evening  a  week 
with  volunteers  who  will  spend  one  hour 
reading  with  1-3  children  third  grade  or 
below  age  level. 

Children  (who  live  near  the  church) 
will  be  referred  to  its  by  Fort  Wayne 
Community  Schools,  and  volunteers  will 
be  selected  and  trained  by  the  Study  Con- 
nection. 

Are  you  nudged  by  God  to  give  a  child 
the  chance  of  a  lifetime  of  reading?  If  so 
see  Teresa  Flatten  who  is  coordinating  our 
churchs*  effort  or  Diane  Zehr  for  an  appli- 
cation to  be  a  volunteer. 

March  is  our  organizing  month.  We 
hope  to  begin  the  program  in  April. 


EASTER 

BUNNY 
BREAKFAST 


t's  time  once  again  for  our 
Easter  Bunny  Breakfast  on 
Saturday,  March  29  at  9:00  a.m. 

We  will  have  pancakes  followed  by  a 
new  magic  show  and  of  course  the  egg 
hunt. 

The  cost  will  be  $2.00  per  person. 
Please  call  the  church  office  to  register  or 
Caren  Wise  at  482-4609  by  March  28. 

Come  join  the  fun.  You  just  might  see 
an  Easter  Bunny!! 


YOUTH  GROUP  AT  THE 
MOVIES! 

The  youth  group  will  be  attending  a  late 
afternoon  matinee  movie  this  Sunday,  March 
2.  The  movie  and  time  to  meet  will  be  de- 
cided at  Sunday  School.  See  you  there! 


PAGE  SEVEN 


TIDINGS 


FEBRUARY  26,  1997 


FLOWERS  FOR  EASTER 

Tulips,  daffodils  and  hyacinths  flowers  will  be  available  this  year  for  the  Easter  season.  They 
will  be  in  a  7"  pot  and  the' cost  is  $8.50.  These  may  be  given  in  memory  of  someone  or  in  honor 
of  someone.  Thev  may  be  picked  up  after  second  sendee  on  Easter, 

Checks  and  orders  may  be  sent  to  the  church  office  or  placed  in  the  offering  plate  on  Sunday 
morning.  Deadline  is  March  15. 


In  memory  of 


Given  by 


In  honor  of 


Given  by 


Thank 


THANK  YOU  TO  TERESA  HATTENi 

Teresa  Hatten  ended  her  work  of  coordinator  of  the  Baby's 
Closet.  She  is  still  quite  actively  engaged  in  the  issues  of  chil- 
drens'  ministry'. 

We  are  all  nourished  and  inspired  by  her  witness  of  love  and 
ministry  on  behalf  of  all  the  children  of  God's  world,  and  we  lift 
her  up  with  great  thanksgiving  to  God  for  all  she  is. 


UPDATE  ON  MISSION  TRIP  TO  ARKANSAS 

Six  of  us  are  registered  to  go  to  rebuild  the  church  in  Arkansas  March  23-27.  Still  a  few  days 
to  register.  Call  Diane  Zehr  at  744-3239  today  if  you  are  interested! 


PAGE  EIGHT 


TIDINGS 


FEBRUARY  26,  1997 


SERVING  MARCH  2 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.   Kris  Ohneck  &  Judy  Church 
10:45  a.m.   John  Kelly  &  Dick  Mey 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.   D.  Lehman,  M.  Mullen,  J.  Ott, 

B./K.  Place 

10:45  a.m.   D.  Bohlen,  K.  Bushey,  C.  Falbe, 

J.  Franklin,  E.  Gorman,  J.  McGrew,  B. 

Widmer,  E,  Yeoman 

HOMEBOUND  COMMUNION 

R.  Church  -  S.  Rudy 

J.  Ohneck  -  G.  Brown 

S.  Hayes  -  S.  Brey 

A.  Moll  -  L.  Brey 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

M.  Mullen  &  McDougle's 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

Ralph  &  Judy  Church 

CHURCH  CALENDAR 
SATURDAY,  MARCH  I 

1 :00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir  and  Chamber  Singers 
SUNDAY,  MARCH  2 

8: 1 5  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 
9:30  a.m.  Church  School 
10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
Youth  Group  at  the  Movies 


MONDAY,  MARCH  3 

7:00  p.m.  Married  Writh  Children  Life  Group 

7:30  p.m.  Young  &  the  Restless  LIFE  Group 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  4 

7:00  p.m.  Elders  Meeting 

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  5 

7:00  p.m.  Friends  LIFE  Group  at  Stover's 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  6 

10:00  a-m.  Best  Seat  in  the  House  Lenten  Bible 

Study 
5:45  p.m.  Carillon 
SATURDAY,  MARCH  8 
1:00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
MARCH  5-11 

Wayne  Whitworth(6),  Cora  Ann  Har- 
nish(7),  Jane  Fisher(7),  Jerry  Warner(8), 
Charles  Suder(9),  John  Kelly(lO) 
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LOOKING 
AHEAD 


THE  CHURCH 
YOU'VE  ALWAYS 

LONGED  FOR 
50  DAY  SPIRITUAL 

ADVENTURE 

COMING 

MARCH  30-MAY  18 


Look  for  more  news  on  this  all 
congregational  event.  Books 
with  daily  messages  will  be 
available  at  a  cost  of  $4.00  to 
each  participant  for  at  home  use. 
An  evening  and  morning  group 
will  meet  weekly  during  those  50 
days  to  share  what  is  happening 
in  our  lives  and  the  church.  This 
will  begin  on  Easter  Sunday 
morning  and  be  a  way  we  can 
claim  the  new  life  Jesus  offers 
for  us  and  God's  church. 
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EASTER 

BUNNY 
BREAKFAST 


It's  time  once  again  for 
our     Easter     Bunny 
Breakfast   on   Satur- 
day, March  29  at  9:00  a.m. 

We  will  have  pancakes  fol- 
lowed by  a  new  magic  show  and 
of  course  the  egg  hunt. 

The  cost  will  be  $2.00  per 
person.  Please  call  the  church 
office  to  register  or  Caren  Wise 
at  482-4609  by  March  28. 

Come  join  the  run.  You  just 
might  see  an  Easter  Bunny! ! 


Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  and  Rev.  Diane  zehr 

Pastoral  caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  $*  Calhoun  Street         Ft  Wayne,  IN  46807 


744-5239 
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From  Here  to  Zehr 


Hello!  Hello!  I  am  glad  to 
be  back.  I  enjoyed  the 
experience  immensely  but 
I  missed  everyone  here.  1  want  to 
thank  you  for  giving  me  the 
opportunity  for  this  extended 
study  leave.  I  can't  express  in 
words  how  much  it  has  done  for 
me  personally  and  professionally. 
The  experience  in  California 
at  the  Crystal  Cathedral  was 
energizing  and  thought 

provoking.  To  hear  some  of  the 
great  preachers  of  our  day  like 
Dr.  SchuMer.  Bill  Hybels  (Pastor 
at  Willow  Creek  in  Chicago), 
Rick  Warren  (Pastor  at 
Saddleback  Church  in 

California).  Ken  Callahan.  Bruce 
Larson  and  others  was  an 
experience  I  greatly  enjoyed. 

The  time  at  the  Abbey  of 
Gethsemane  in  Kentucky  was 
difficult  but  very  growing.  It  was 
more  than  just  being  in  a  place 
with  no  T.V.'s  or  radios  or 
talking.  It  was  taking  an 
extended  period  of  time  to  look 
inward  and  examine  myself,  my 
relationship  with  God,  my 
relationship  with  family,  and  my 
relationship  with  the  church. 
It  was  a  time  of  being  honest 


with  myself  about  my  hopes  and 
dreams  and  the  realizations  or 
lack  of  realization  of  those 
dreams. 

One  thing  that  one  of  the 
Monks  said  that  I  have  pondered 
and  tried  to  unpack  for  myself 
since  this  experience  was  what  he 
told  a  novice  Monk.  The  novice 
Monk  had  been  at  the  Monastery 
for  a  year  when  he  asked  the 
older  Monk.  "When  am  I  going  to 
learn  to  meditate?"  The  older 
Monk  replied,  "When  you  learn 
to  stop  slamming  doors." 
Meditation  and  prayer  are  more 
than  just  taking  a  hour  out  of  the 
day  and  then  going  back  to 
slamming  doors.  A  little  food  for 
thought  for  all  of  us. 

I  look  forward  to  sharing 
some  of  my  reflections  with  you 
in  the  next  coming  weeks. 

I  read  over  ten  books  during 
the  eight  weeks.  Many  dealing 
with  the  challenges  to  the  church 
as  we  move  into  the  next  century. 

I  look  forward  to  seeing 
everyone  this  Sunday! 

Peace, 

Jerry 
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RECYCLING  PROGRAM 
BEGINS  AT  F.C.C. 

First  Christian  Church  has  begun  a  recy- 
cling program.  Recycling  will  include  white 
and  colored  paper  of  all  kinds,  paperboard, 
cardboard,  plastics  (1,2,6),  and  aluminum 
cans.  Please  put  these  items  in  the  labeled 
carts  or  bins  behind  the  curtain  in  the  fellow- 
ship hall. 

Paper  recycling  cans  are  also  available  in 
church  offices.  If  you  have  any  questions 
about  what  is  recyclable,  talk  to  Diane  John- 
son at  the  church  office  or  Steve  Vachon  at 
church  or  call  his  home  at  744-6161.  We 
want  to  do  all  we  can  to  be  stewards  of 
God's  creation,  so  lets  all  begin  to  think 
"RECYCLE!" 

FOOD  BANK 
MINISTRY 

Spring  is  coming!  March  is  spring  clean- 
ing time  in  your  own  food  pantry!  You  are 
invited  during  this  Lenten  season  to  go 
through  your  own  food  pantry  and  clean  out 
those  items  you  do  not  plan  to  use.  Bring 
these  items  with  you  to  church  for  distribu- 
tion in  the  food  pantry.  Thank  you. 

THANK  YOU 

Dear  Church  Family, 

Thanks  to  each  of  you  who  called, 
hugged,  prayed,  or  sent  a  card  during  the  re- 
cent loss  of  our  baby.  We  are  truly  blessed 
to  belong  to  such  a  caring  community.  May 
God  watch  over  us  all  as  we  walk  the  road 
of  life  together. 

Estel  &  Lori  VandergrifF 


O     &      w 


(As  of  Thursday,  February  27): 

John  Truesdell  has  gone  home  from 
Lutheran  Hospital. 

We  have  received  word  that  Andy  Cook 
has  suffered  a  stroke  in  Florida.  His  speech 
has  been  affected,  but  he  is  improving.  If 
you'd  like  to  send  a  card,  his  address  is: 

Andy  Cook 

Lee  Memorial  Hospital.  Room  6 1 9 

2776  Cleveland  Avenue 

Fort  Myers,  FL  33901 

Marvel  Bricklev  has  gone  back  to  the 
Lutheran  Home  after  her  surgery. 

Congratulations  to  the  following  children 
(and  their  families)  who  received  Bibles  last 
Sunday  after  their  participation  in  the  worship 
class:  Lindsey  Bailey,  Sara  Brey,  Kyle 
Collins,   Emily  Evans,  Eric  McFarland, 


David  Owens,  Billy  Puryear,  Jenica  Wilson. 

We  are  also  thankful  for  the  dedication  and 
love  extended  to  these  children  by  their  leader, 
Eunice  Conrad, 

Gloria  Jean  Phillips  is  home  from 
Lutheran  Hospital  after  back  surgery. 

Word  has  come  from  Florida  that  Peggy 
Buskirk  is  coming  along  fine  after  her  cornea 
transplant. 

Our  prayers  are  with  Lois  Finkhousen 
and  her  mother. 
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CHURCH  CALENDAR 
SATURDAY,  MARCH  8 

1:00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir 
SUNDAY,  MARCH  9 

8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 

9:30  a.m.  Church  School 

10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 

4:30  p.m.  Finance  Committee 

5:00  p.m.  Youth  Group 

MONDAY,  MARCH  10 

7:30  p.m.  Young  &  the  Restless  LIFE  Group 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  11 

9:30  a.m.  Sewing  Group 

1 2:00  noon  D.M.A.  Luncheon  at  Botanical 

Gardens 
6:30  p.m.  Administrative  Committee  Meeting 
7:30  p.m.  Board  of  Trustees 
WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  12 
7:00  p.m.  Friends  LIFE  Group  at  Stover's 
THURSDAY,  MARCH  13 
10:00  a.m.  Best  Seat  in  the  House  Lenten  Bible  Study 
5:45  p.m.  Carillon 
SUNDAY,  MARCH  16 
8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 
9:30  a.m.  Church  School 
10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
4:00  p.m.  Youth  Group  Progressive  Dinner 
MONDAY,  MARCH  17 
7:00  p.m.  Married  With  Children  LIFE  Group 
7:30  p.m.  Young  &  the  Restless  UFE  Group 
TUESDAY,  MARCH  18 
9:30  a.m.  Rachel  Group 
7:00  p.m.  W.O.E.  Committee  Meeting 
WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  19 
7:00  p.m.  Friends  LIFE  Group  at  Stover's 
THURSDAY,  MARCH  20 
1 0:00  a.m.  Best  Seat  in  the  House  Lenten  Bible  Study 
5:45  p.m.  Carillon 
SATURDAY,  MARCH  22 
1 1 :00  a.m.  Sacrificial  Luncheon 
1 :00  p.m.  Chance!  Choir  &  Chamber  Singers 


VOLUNTEER  FOR 
PROJECT  READ 

There  is  sign  up  time  to  volun- 
teer for  PROJECT  READ.  It 

means  saying  yes  to  spending 
one  hour  per  week  reading  with  1  -3  chil- 
dren of  Kindergarten  -  3rd  grade  age. 
Call  Diane  Zehr  for  information. 


LENTEN  BIBLE 

STUDY  LED  BY 

EUNICE  CONRAD 

10:00- 11:30  A.M. 

THURSDAYS 


D.M.A. 
PLEASE  NOTE 


For  all  of  those  going  to  Botanical 
Gardens  on  March  11,  lunch  will  be 
served  promptly  at  12:00  noon  -  be 
there  no  later  than  1 1 :45  a.m. 
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FLOWERS  FOR  EASTER 

Tulips,  daffodils  and  hyacinths  flowers  will  be  available  this  year  for  the  Easter  season.  They 
will  be  in  a  T  pot  and  the  cost  is  $8.50.  These  may  be  given  in  memory  of  someone  or  in  honor 
of  someone.  They  may  be  picked  up  after  second  service  on  Easter. 

Checks  and  orders  may  be  sent  to  the  church  office  or  placed  in  the  offering  plate  on  Sunday 
morning.  Deadline  is  March  15. 

In  memory  of  


Given  bv 


In  honor  of 
Given  by 


DONATIONS  OF  EASTER 
CANDY  NEEDED 

This  year  we  will  once  again  need  your 
help  with  donations  for  the  Easter  Egg  Hunt. 
There  is  a  basket  outside  the  church  office  to 
put  your  candy  donations  into  no  later  than 
March  28.  Thank  you  for  your  help. 


Youth 
GroupM 


Plan  ahead  for  the  Youth  Progressive  Din- 
ner on  Sunday.  March  16  from  4:00  -  7:00 
p.m. 

Youth  Group  will  meet  this  coming  Sun- 
day. March  9  at  5:00  p.m.. 
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SERVING  MARCH  9 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.    Ralph  Church  &  Eunice  Conrad 
10:45  a.m.   Charles  McGrew  &  Bill  Franklin 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.     B.  Bier,  M.  Bier.  G.  Brown,  J. 

Ott 

10:45  a.m.   S.  Brey,  L.  Brey.  S.  Brickley, 

L.  McFarland.  D.  Heimann,  E.  Vandergriff. 

L.  Vandergriff.  R.  Wise 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

J.  On  &  Brey's 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

Ron  &  Caren  Wise 


HOMEBOUND  COMMUNION 

J.  Kelly  -  E.  Gorman 

K.  Ohneck  -  M.  Mullen 

G.  Bruckman  -  K.  Place 

J.  Church  -  J.  McGrew 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

J.  Ott  &  Brey's 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

Ken  Tavlor  &  Bob  Smith 


SERVING  MARCH  16 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.  John  Ohneck  &  Anne  Moll 
10:45  a.m.  Kathy  Blocher  &  Ken  Taylor 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.  M.  Grouse,  D.  Keebortz,  T.  Knuckles, 

J.  Young 
10:45  a.m.  D.  Heimann,  L.  Heimann.  M.  Mc- 
Dougle,  O.  McDougle,  J.  Mounsey.  E.  Rieke, 
K.  Scott,  B.  Smith 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
MARCH  12-25 

Jean  Chappell(12),  Kevin  Mory(l2), 
Mark  Zimmerman(12),  Stephen  Ludwig(15), 
George  Bruckman(16),  Max  Finkhousen(l  7), 
Gordon  Hovvell(18),  Brian  Bussed  8). 
Vincent  Wells(19),  Amy  Vachon(19). 
Ruby  Mowery(20).  Pauline  Auer(20),  Brenda 
Kelly(21),  Lou  Simmons(22).  John 
Glasgow(24),  Freda  Flaugh(25), 
Rosemary  Krull(25),  Christie 
Glasgow(25) 


Published  weekly  by 

First  Christian  Church 

4800  S.  Calhoun  St. 

Ft.  Wayne,  IN 

46807 

RETURN  POSTAGE 

GUARANTEED 


First  Christian 

Church 

(USPS  195-840) 

Periodical 

Postage 

PAID 


FIRST 

CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH 

(Disciples  of  Christ) 


March  19, 1997 


Volume  54,  No.  11 


LOOKING 
AHEAD 


WHAT  IS  A  SPIRITUAL  ADVENTURE? 


Starting  Easter, 

March  30  and  going 
for  50  days  until 
Pentecost,  May  18,  our  church 
family  will  go  on  an  adventure 
like  we  have  never  been  on  be- 
fore! 

After  this  adventure  we  will 
not  be  the  same! !  The  purpose  of 
the  adventure  is  to  explore  where 
God  is  calling  First  Christian  to 

What  direction  or  focus  of 
ministry  will  we  move  towards 
from  this  point  on,  For  50  days 
we  will  not  do  "church"  as  usual, 
but  we  will  be  in  a  discerning 
process  of  study  and  prayer  as  to 
God's  purpose  and  direction  for 
our  church. 

We  want  you  to  be  involved 
in  the  process!!  How?  By  ob- 
taining a  study  booklet,  "The 


Church  You've  Always  Longed 
For"  (cost  is  $5.00)  at  the 
church.  This  has  a  daily  theme, 
scripture  and  study  for  you  to  do 
on  your  own.  Our  ministers  will 
preach  and  teach  on  these  topics 
each  week  as  well. 

Following  are  the  themes  for 
each  week:  1)  Works  at  being  a 
caring  family.  2)  Captures  the 
heart  of  the  community.  3)  Wel- 
comes all  people.  4)  Empowers 
each  individual,  5)  Models  in- 
tegrity. 6)  Serves  a  broken 
world,  7)  Encounters  the  living 
God.  8)  Anticipates  a  great  fu- 
ture. 

There  are  booklets  for  all 
ages.  Sign-up  this  Sunday!! 

The  adventure  will  begin  in 
one  week!! 


Ministers:  Rev,  Jerry  and  Rev.  Diane  zehr 

Pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  $»  Calhoun  street        Ft  waym,  IN  46807 


744-5239 
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From  Here  to  Zehr 


owing 


forward 


w 


hy     are     we     doing     this 

Adventure?      Why   do   we 

need  a  plan  for  the  future? 

We  don't!!     We  don't  need  a 

plan  or  direction  for  the  future, 

but  if  we  don't  have  a  plan  we 

will  never  move  forward. 

This  time  of  discernment  is  a 
very  important  thing  in  the  life  of 
the  church.  This  will  give  us  a 
clarity  about  what  we  feel  God  is 
calling  our  ministry  to  be  for  the 
future  of  the  church. 

This  is  much  more  than  just 
some  goals  the  minister  has  for  us 
to  implement.  This  is  about  what 
you  feel  we  need  to  be  about  as  a 
church.  Ministers  come  and 
ministers  go,  but  the  community 
has  to  have  a  clear  understanding 
of  our  purpose  and  direction,  to 
be  able  to  fulfill  God's  plan. 

1  hope  you  have  signed  up  for 
your  booklet  to  join  us  in  this 
adventure!! 

Peace, 
Jerry 


HOLY  WEEK  SCHEDULE 


p 


aim  Sunday,  March  23  -  The 
children  will  join  the  grand 
processional  at  the 

beginning  of  the  10:45  a.m. 
service.  All  children  gather  in 
the  back  of  the  church  by  10:40 
a.m. 

Maundy  Thursday  Service  - 
March  27.  7:00  p.m.  This  is  a 
worship  experience  re-enacting 
the  Last  Supper  Jesus  had  with 
his  Disciples  before  he  was 
crucified. 

Prayer  Vigil  -  Friday.  March  28 
beginning  at  3:00  p.m.  to  Sunday. 
March  29  at  6:00  a.m.  This  is  a 
time  when  our  church  family  is  in 
prayer  from  the  time  of  Christ's 
crucifixion  to  his  resurrection. 
You  may  sign  up  for  an  hour  and 
come  into  the  chapel  of  the 
church  for  prayer  and  meditation. 
Easter  Bunnv  Breakfast, 
Saturday,  March  29,  9:00  a.m. 
We  will  have  a  light  breakfast, 
new  magic  show,  and  of  course 
the  egg  hunt.  Cost  is  $2.00  per 
person.  Call  the  church  office  to 
register. 

Easter  Sunday,  March  30, 
Worship  Services  -  8:15  &  10:45. 
Come  and  celebrate  the 
resurrection  of  our  Lord  and 
Savior. 
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THANK  YOU'S 

We  are  blessed  with  our  church  family 
and  wish  to  thank  each  and  every  one  for 
your  prayers,  cards  and  calls.  It  means  so 
much  during  this  long  illness. 

Thanks  to  Rev's.  Jerry  and  Diane  Zehr, 
also  homebound  teams  for  their  comforting 
calls  at  the  hospital  and  nursing  home. 

In  our  Prayers, 
Marvel  &  Sue  Brickley 

TO:  D.M.A. 

Thank  you  sincerely  for  sharing  our  sor- 
row. Your  kindness  is  deeply  appreciated 
and  will  always  be  remembered  by  the  fam- 
ily of  Rebecca  Bowman. 

Thank  you  so  very  much  for  the  beautiful 
floral  arrangement. 
Clif  Bowman,  Linda  Dawson,  Janet  Price 

TO:  Rev.  Diane  Zehr,  Rev.  Jeff  Bates, 
Sharon  Pauley,  Judy  Mey,  Sue  Brey,  Elinor 
Place,  Sue  Oden,  Phyllis  Lahr 

Your  assistance  is  much  appreciated  in 
the  part  that  you  played  in  making  the  wed- 
ding day  of  Tracy  Critell  and  Robert  Krayer 
a  wonderful,  memorable  event.  Thank  you. 
John  &  Kris  Ohneck 


SACRIFICIAL  LUNCHEON 
CANCELLED 


The  Sacrificial  Luncheon   that  was 
scheduled    for    this    coming    Saturday, 
March  22  has  been  cancelled.  Please  note 
|  the  chsffige. 


o  &   » 

o      <* 


Ruth  Truesdell  is  a  patient  at  Lutheran 

Hospital. 

Dorothy  Green  is  now  at  the  Ossian 
Health  Care,  215  Davis  Road,  Room  301  A. 
Ossian,  IN  46777. 

Glenn  &  Lola  Miller  is  now  at  the 
Towne  House  Retirement  Center,  2209  St.  Joe 
Center  Road.  Room  20 1W,  Fort  Wayne.  IN 

46825. 

Our  sympathy  and  prayers  go  to  the 
family  of  Golden  Rose  who  passed  away  on 
March  13,  1997. 

We  welcome  Christi  and  Mindv  Deck 
into  the  membership  of  First  Christian  Church. 
They  transferred  their  membership  from  North 
Christian  Church  on  March  2,  1997. 


LAST  CHANCE  TO  BRING 
EASTER  CANDY 

This  year  we  will  once  again  need  your 
help  with  donations  for  the  Easter  Egg  Hunt. 
There  is  a  basket  outside  the  church  office  to 
put  your  candy  donations  into  no  later  than 
March  28.  Thank  you  for  your  help. 
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SWEET 

HOUR  OF 
PRAYER 


^^y 


The  Easter  Prayer  Vigil  will  start 
Friday,  March  28  at  3:00  p.m.  and 
end  Easter  Sunday  at  6:00  a.m. 
Please  sign  up  for  one  hour  or  more  if  you 
wish.  Groups  or  individuals  are  invited  to 
sign  up,  such  as  Elders,  Deacons,  Life  Groups, 
families  or  individuals.  You  may  bring  your 
favorite  prayer  to  share  with  each  other.  A 
notebook  and  bulletin  board  will  be  provided 
for  prayer  and  prayer  requests. 

We  also  need  two  men  for  Saturday  night 
guard  duty. 
Thank  you. 

The  Worship  Committee 


D.M.A. 

APRIL  FIELD 

TRIP 


Luncheon  at  Hilger  s  Restaurant 
(Highway  30)  at  12:00  noon, 
Tuesday,  April  1. 
Space  has  been  reserved.  From  there 
we  go  to  Columbia  City  and  the  REMC 
facility'.  The  free  tour  starts  promptly  at 
2:00  p.m. 

Join  us  and  learn  how  electricity  is 
generated  for  business  and  homes.  If 
this  doesn't  spark  your  interest,  at  least 
join  us  for  lunch! 


EASTER 

BUNNY 
BREAKFAST 


fs  time  once  again  for  our 
Easter  Bunny  Breakfast  this 
Saturday,  March  29  at  9:00 


a.m. 


We  will  have  pancakes  followed  by  a 
new  magic  show  and  of  course  the  egg 
hunt. 

The  cost  will  be  $2.00  per  person. 
Please  call  the  church  office  to  register 
or  Caren  Wise  at  482-4609  by  March  28. 

Come  join  the  fun.  You  just  might 
see  an  Easter  Bunny! ! 


Youth  Group  will  meet  this  com- 
ing Sunday,  March  23  at  5:00  p.m.. 
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DISCIPLES  RESPOND  TO 
MJJJSnS  FLOODS 

You  are  assisting  in  flood  relief  for  the  Ohio  River  Valley.  Did  you  know  this? 
As  you  made  vour  offering  to  Week  of  Compassion,  our  dollars  along  with  Disciples  all  over 
the  U.S.  and  Canada  are  assisting  communities  in  relief  efforts.  $8,000  has  already  been  given. 
Estimates  for  needs  are  exceeding  $50,000. 

Seven  of  our  congregations  are  traveling  to  Arkansas  during  March  23-26  not  only  to  help 
rebuild  a  burned-out  black  church,  but  also  to  assist  in  flood  relief  efforts. 

Some  of  you  have  asked  for  further  ways  you  can  be  a  part  of  caring  for  folks  and  communi- 
ties who  have  been  devastated  by  the  floods. 
Here  are  some  further  ways  you  can  help: 

KENTUCKY  INTERCHURCH  DISASTER  RECOVERY  PROGRAM:  David  Cooper  of 
the  Kentucky  Council  of  Churches  leads  this  program.  A  toll-free  number  (1-888-253-3027)  is 
available  to  receive  updated  information  concerning  recovery  efforts  and  needs. 

KENTUCK1ANA  DISCIPLES  AREA:  Joel  Duffield  may  be  called  to  receive  information 
concerning  the  Louisville  area.  His  number  is  502/585-1306. 

WEEK  OF  COMPASSION:  The  office  of  Week  of  Compassion  is  already  workmg  with 
the  above  and  other  agencies.  Early  estimates  project  requests  for  relief  will  exceed  $50,000.  To 
date,  eleven  grants  totaling  $8,000  have  been  made.  Financial  gifts  to  Week  of  Compassion  are 
needed.  For  updates  call  317/635-3100,  or  FAX3 17-635-3700. 

VOLUNTEERS  IN  MISSION 
LEAVE  FOR  ARKANSAS 

Six  of  our  new  members  will  be  commissioned  on  Palm  Sunday  to  represent  First  Christian 
Church  in  flood  relief  efforts  and  rebuilding  efforts  for  a  Baptist  Church  in  Arkansas  burned  by 
arsonists. 

The  volunteers  include: 

Rev.  Diane  Zehr  Laura  McFarland 

Roger  Moll  Rosie  K™11 

Caren  Wise  Leo  Heimann 

JoEllaZehr 
Please  include  them  in  your  prayers  this  week  as  well  as  those  folks  who  are  living  in  these 
situations. 
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MARCH  19,  1997 


SERVING  MARCH  23 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.  Kris  Ohneck  &  George  Bruckman 

10:45  a.m.   Dick  Mey  &  Sam  Hayes 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 

8:15  a.m.    D.  Lehman,  M.  Mullen,  J.  Ott. 

E./K.  Place 

10:45  a.m.  D.  Bohlen,  K.  Bushey,  C.  Falbe, 

J.  Franklin,  E.  Gorman,  J.  McGrew.  B. 

Widmer,  E.  Yeoman 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

D.  Lehman.  J.  Franklin,  E.  Gorman 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

Eve  Gorman  &  Marlene  Crouse 


TUESDAY,  MARCH  25 

9:00  a.m.  Sewing  Group 

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  26 

7:00  p.m.  Friends  LIFE  Group  at  Stover's 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  27 

7:00  p.m.  Maundy  Thursday  Service 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  28 

3:00  p.m.  Prayer  Vigil  begins 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  29 

9:00  a.m.  Easter  Bunny  Breakfast 

1 :00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir 


^^m^ 
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CHURCH  CALENDAR 
SUNDAY,  MARCH  23 

8: 1 5  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 

9:30  a.m.  Church  School 

10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 

5:00  p.m.  Youth  Group 

MONDAY,  MARCH  24 

7:00  p.m.  Married  With  Children  LIFE  Group 

7:30  p.m.  Young  &  the  Restless  LIFE  Group 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
MARCH  26-APRIL  1 

Holly  Mathis(26),  Ed  Hall(27),  James 

Buchanan(28),  Linda  Hendrickson(28),  Lelia 

Arnos(28),  Pat  Booher(29),  Andy  Brosey(29), 

Sylvia  Smith(29),  Violet  Manes{29),  Chris 

Murray (30),  Gladys  Harshbarger(l),  Paul 

Yentes(l),  Adam  Falbe(l) 
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March  26, 1997 


THE  TOMB  IS 

EMPTY! 
HE  IS  RISEN!! 

Easter  Worship  Sun- 
day at  8:15  a.m.  and 
10:45  a.m. 
This  Sunday,  March  30,  we 
will  celebrate  the  resurrection  of 
our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ. 

Come  and  worship  with  us, 
There  will  be  a  breakfast 
between  services  at  9:30  a.m. 
for  everyone. 

E  as  t  tt; 
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EASTER 

BUNNY 
BREAKFAST 


It's  time  once  again  for  our 
Easter    Bunny    Breakfast 
this  Saturday,  March  29  at 
9:00  a.m. 

We  will  have  pancakes  followed 
by  a  new  magic  show  and  of  course 
the  egg  hunt. 

The  cost  will  be  $2.00  per  person. 
Please  call  the  church  office  to  regis- 
ter or  Caren  Wise  at  482-4609  by 
March  28. 

Come  join  the  fun.  You  just 
might  see  an  Easter  Bunny!! 


Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  ana  Rev.  Diane  zehr 

Pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

moo  S.  Calhoun  street         Ft  Wayne,  in  46807 


744-3259 
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MARCH  26,  1997 


From  Here  to  Zehr 


This  Sunday,  I  will  begin 
teaching  the  youth  class 
(grades  6th- 12th)  during 
the  Sunday  School  hour.  If  you 
know  of  any  youth  please 
encourage  them  to  attend.  1  am 
looking  forward  to  learning  some 
new  "slang  words'*  for  my 
sermons. 

I  hope  you  have  gotten  your 
booklet  for  this  50  Day 
Adventure  we  are  starting  this 
Sunday. 

1  love  the  title,  'The  Church 
You've  Always  Longed  For/* 
The  themes,  I  believe,  are 
applicable  to  our  personal 
relationships  as  well. 

Rev-  Diane  Zehr  and  the  other 
members  of  our  church  who  went 
on  the  work  trip  to  Arkansas  to 
help  rebuild  one  of  the  burned 
out  churches,  will  be  back  this 
Sunday.  We  will  show  slides  of 
their  experiences  in  our  worship 
service. 

Peace, 


Jerry 


• 


P.S.  The  Easter  Bunny  Breakfast 
is  a  great  event  to  invite  an 
unbeliever  or  unchurched  friends. 
It  will  be  very  non- threatening  to 
a  new  person,  and  still  give  them 


a  feel  of  the  love  of  the  church 
family.  Why  don't  you  invite 
someone  to  the  breakfast,  or  to 
worship  this  Sunday!!   Go  for  it!! 


SINGER, 
SONGWRITER, 
KEYBOARDIST 

KEN  MEDEMA 
THURSDAY,  APRIL  10,  1997 
MERILLAT  CENTRE  FOR 
THE  ARTS  -  8:00  P.M. 

Partially  funded  by  STAR 
EXCAVATING  -  Additional 
funding  by  The  MAJESTIC 
PRODUCTS  COMPANY. 

For  more  information  call: 
(219)359-4261. 

CALL  FOR  TICKETS 
TODAY! 
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TIDINGS 


PAGETHREE 


THE  50  DAY 

ADVENTURE  WILL 

BEGIN  THIS 

SUNDAY! 


You  may  pick  up  your  booklet  in  the 
church  office  or  get  it  on  Sunday. 

The  theme  for  the  first  week  is.  "Work  at 
Caring  for  your  Church  Family. "  Read  I  Pe- 
ter 2:9-12  and  answer  the  questions  on  page 
20  of  the  booklet  as  a  warm-up  for  Sunday, 

If  you  would  like  to  be  in  a  group  on  Sun- 
day mornings  that  will  be  studying  the 
weekly  themes,  come  and  join  the  group  that 
will  be  meeting  in  the  fellowship  hall  at  9:30 
a.m.  Sundays.  This  group  will  begin  on 
April  6  and  the  teacher  will  be  Roger  Moll. 
We  will  also  have  a  Sunday  evening  group 
which  will  meet  from  5:00  -  7:00  p.m. 

There  are  two  groups  meeting  during  the 
week.  One  is  on  Tuesday  mornings  at  10:00 
a.m.,  and  the  other  is  meeting  on  Wednesday 
evenings  at  7:00  p.m.  (both  will  meet  at  the 
church).  Everyone  is  welcomed.  You  do 
not  need  to  have  signed  up  in  advance  to  at- 
tend. 


o     &     • 


Ruth  Truesdell  is  home  from  Lutheran 
Hospital. 

Our  sympathy  and  prayers  go  to  the 
family  of  Virgil  Buchanan  who  passed  away 
on  March  20,  1997. 


Rev.  Jen*}7  (or  known  affectionately 
by  some  as  the  Z-MAN)  will  start 
teaching  the  youth  class  (grades  6th- 
12th)  this  Sunday. 

Come  and  join  in  the  adventure! 

THANK  YOU 

Dear  Church  Family, 

Thank  you  all  for  the  cards,  notes 
and  phone  calls  that  I  received  while  1 
was  here  in  the  Tarpon  Springs  hospital. 
It  means  so  very  much  when  youVe 
away  from  home. 

Sincerely, 
Eileeen  KJepfer 
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SWEET 

HOUR  OF 
PRAYER 


The  Easter  Prayer  Vigil  will  start 
Friday,  March  28  at  3:00  p.m.  and 
end  Easter  Sunday  at  6:00  a.m. 
Please  sign  up  for  one  hour  or  more  if  you 
wish.  Groups  or  individuals  are  invited  to 
sign  up.  such  as  Elders.  Deacons.  Life  Groups, 
families  or  individuals.  You  may  bring  your 
favorite  prayer  to  share  with  each  other.  A 
notebook  and  bulletin  board  will  be  provided 
for  prayer  and  prayer  requests. 

We'also  need  two  men  for  Saturday  night 
guard  duty. 
Thank  you. 

The  Worship  Committee 


DMA 
APRIL  FIELD 


Luncheon    at    Hilger's    Restaurant 
(Highway  30)  at  12:00  noon.  Tues- 
day, April  L 
Space  has  been  reserved.   From  there  we 
go  to  Columbia  City  and  the  REMC  facility. 
The  free  tour  starts  promptly  at  2:00  p.m. 

Join  us  and  learn  how  electricity  is  gener- 
ated for  business  and  homes.  If  this  doesn't 
spark  your  interest,  at  least  join  us  for  lunch! 
PLEASE  NOTE:  Meet  at  the  church  by 
11:15  am  if  you  are  interested  in  carpool- 
[I]  leave  no  later  than  11:30. 


TAKING  STOCK 

Many  of  us,  as  we  progress  through 
life,  have  experienced  trials  and  tribula- 
tions. However,  because  of  our  love  of 
family,  friends,  and  the  grace  of  God, 
have  been  able  to  overcome  most  obsta- 
cles. 

There  is  a  time  in  life  we  all  must  face 
as  we  become  more  senior.  We  must 
look  into  ''Assisted  Living.'* 

There  is  a  monthly  newspaper  called 
ifcSenior  Life/*  and  it  is  available  at  most 
restaurants  —  free.  There  are  many  good 
articles  relative  to  assisted  living,  con- 
cerning activities,  home  services,  and 
various  apartment  complexes.  For  those 
who  may  be  interested  in  new  living 
space,  we  have  prepared  a  booklet  that 
may  be  of  help  to  you.  We  also  have  in- 
formation of  living  quarters  sponsored  by 
the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ).  If  you  would  like  to  have  this 
information,  please  call  the  church  office 
and  it  will  be  mailed  to  you. 

George  Brockman 
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REMEMBER  OUR 
HOKE^OUND 

REMEMBER  OUR  SHUT-INS  IN  YOUR  PRAYERS 

IN  NURSING  HOMES  &  RETIREMENT  HOMES: 

The  Arbors,  2827  Northgate  Blvd.   46835 

Fern  Keniine,  Room  202 

Freda  Fiaugh,  Room  301 

Courtland  Health  &  Rehabilitation  Center,  3555  Spy  Run  Ext.   46805 

Ardith  Wrisk,  Room  217 

Kingston  Residence,  7515  Winchester  Road  46819 

Valetta  Parlette,  Room  410 

Lutheran  Home,  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.   46816 

Marvel  Brickley,  Room  416 

Velma  Hechler,  Room  1 16 

Mariner  Health  Care  Center,  4430  Elsdale  Drive  46835 

Bernice  Montgomery,  Room  317-1 

Ossian  Health  Care,  215  Davis  Road,  Ossian,  IN  46774 

Dorothy  Green,  Room  301 A 

Riverbend,  7519  Winchester  Road  46819 

Lou  Simmons,  Room  105-2 

St  Anne's  Nursing  Home,  1900  Randalia  Drive  46805 

Ressie  Ehresman,  Room  324-B 

Townhouse  Retirement  Center,  2209  St.  Joe  Center  Road  46825 

Glenn  &  Lola  Miller.  Room  20 1W 

AT  HOME: 

Walter  Bowen,  1924  Senior  Drive   46805 

Lucille  Branstrator,  9721  Coverdale  Road  46809 

Jack  &  Emma  Phillips.  1737  Godfrey  Road   46819 

Lila  Russell,  3936  Irene  Court   46808 

Coleen  Wilcoxson  &  Orda  Glentzer,  746  Candlelite  Court   46807 

Charles  Wrisk,  259  E.  Sherwood  Terrace   46807 


PAGE  SIX 


TIDINGS 


MARCH  26,  1997 


SERVING  MARCH  30 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.    Ralph  Church  &  Judy  Church 
10:45  a.m.   John  Kelly  &  Bill  Franklin 
DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.     B.  Bier,  M.  Bier,  G.  Brown. 

E./K.  Place 

10:45  a.m.   S.  Brey,  L.  Brey,  S.  Brickiey, 

J.  Franklin,  L.  McFarland,  E.  Vandergriff. 

L,  Vandergriff,  R.  Wise 

HOMEBOUND  COMMUNION 

R.  Church  -  J.  Ott 

D,  Mey  -  D.  Keebortz 

K.  Blocher  -  K.  Bushey 

A.  Moll  -  D.  Lehman 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

D.  Lehman,  J.  Franklin.  E.  Gorman 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

Ralph  &  Judy  Church 


MONDAY,  MARCH  31 

7:00  p.m.  Young  and  the  Restless  LIFE  Group 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  1 

10:00  a.m.  Adventure  Group 

12:00  noon  D.M.A.  Luncheon 

7:  00  p.m.  Elders  Meeting 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  2 

7:00  p.m.  Adventure  Group 

7:00  p.m.  Friends  LIFE  Group  at  Stover's 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  3 

5:45  p.m.  Carillon 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 
SATURDAY,  MARCH  29 

9:00  a.m.  Easter  Bunny  Breakfast 
1 :00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir  Practice 
SUNDAY,  MARCH  30 

8: 1 5  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 

9:30  a.m.  Easter  Breakfast 

1 0:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
APRIL  2-8 

Leo  Heimann(2),  Sylvia  Engle(3),  Wes 
Wester field(4),  Anne  Shirley(5).  Sharon 
Pauley(5),  Genevieve  Ripple(6),  Reba  Fussel- 
man(6),  Scott  Keebortz(6),  Rick  Evans(6) 
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THE 
ADVENTURE 
BEGINS 


This  is  the  first 
week  of  our  50 
Day  Adventure, 
with  our  theme  this  week  being 
"Working  at  Being  a  Caring 
Church  Family." 

Our  small  groups  wiil  be- 
gin this  week  with  one  on 
Tuesday  mornings  at  10:00 
a.m.,  one  at  7:00  p.m.  on 
Wednesday  nights.  One  on 
Sunday  mornings  at  9:30 
a.m.  and  also  one  at  5:00 
p.m.  on  Sunday  evenings. 

These  groups  will  help  you  to 
get  a  deeper  understanding  of 
the  material  and  to  share  with 
others  in  the  adventure. 


Please  join  one  of  the  groups. 

They  will  be  very  engaging 
and  meaningful. 

If  you  do  not  have  a  booklet, 
we  still  have  a  couple  in  the  office 
you  may  purchase. 

There  will  be  a  special  youth 
class  studying  the  same  material 
on  Sunday  mornings  at  9:30  a.m. 
The  "Z"  will  be  there  as  the  guide 
for  the  adventure. 

You  won't  want  to  miss  it.  It 
should  be  wild!! 


Ministers:  Rev  Jerry  and  Rev.  Diane  zehr 

Pastoral  caller:  Rev  George  Bruckman 

4800  s.  Calhoun  Street        Ft  Wayne,  m  46807 


7443239 
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From  Here  to  Zehr 


Some  people  have  asked  me 
the  question.  "What  is  the 
big  deal  about  this  50  Day 
Adventure  study?  What  is 
different  about  this  study  than 
any  of  the  other  ones  we  have 
done? 

ANSWER:  The  purpose  of 
this  study  is  drastically  different 
than  the  typical  Bible  Study.  The 
reason  is  the  WHOLE  CHURCH 
is  involved  in  this  study  to 
prepare  us  for  a  time  of 
discernment  and  decision  making 
about  the  future  direction  of  the 
churches  ministry. 

In  June,  the  whole  church  will 
be  invited  to  share  in  the 
development  of  a  ministry  plan 
that  will  take  us  into  the  year 
2003. 

THIS  STUDY  is  to  prepare 
our  hearts  and  minds  for  God's 
wisdom  and  understanding  about 
what  it  will  mean  to  do  "church" 
in  the  21st  century. 

QUESTION:  What  type  of 
decision  will  we  make? 

ANSWER:  I  do  not  know, 
that  will  be  up  to  what  direction 
the  congregation  feels  God  is 
calling  us  to  move  towards  as  we 
come  closer  to  the  year  2000. 

I  hope  you  will  join  us  on  this 
great  adventure. 


Peace. 
Jerrv 


P.S.  If  you  have  any  questions 
about  the  Adventure  or  the 
process  of  discernment  that  will 
follow  the  study,  please  drop 
them  in  the  mail. 

Also,  thanks  to  everyone  for  a 
wonderful  Easter. 


KEN  MEDEMA 
THURSDAY,  APRIL  10,  1997 
MERILLAT  CENTRE  FOR 
THE  ARTS  -  8:00  P.M. 


SINGER, 


Partially  funded  by  STAR 
EXCAVATING  -  Additional 
funding  by  The  MAJESTIC 
PRODUCTS  COMPANY. 

For  more  information  call: 
(219)359-4261. 

CALL  FOR  TICKETS 


A  LABOR  OF  LOVE 

WORKTR1P  TO  ARKANSAS 

REBUILDING  ST.  MARK'S  MISSIONARY 

BAPTIST  CHURCH 

(Seven  members  of  First  Christian  Church  on  Maundy  Thursday',  returned  from  rebuilding  a 
burned  church  in  Chelford,  Arkansas.  The  volunteers  included:  Roger  Moll,  Caren  Wise,  Laura 
McFarland,  Rosemary?  Krull,  Leo  Heimann,  Joel  la  Zehr,  and  Diane  Zehr.) 

November  18,  1995,  an  arsonist  burned  the  building  of  St.  Mark's  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
in  Chelford.  Arkansas.  The  building  was  burned,  but  the  hearts  and  faith  of  the  church  were  still 
on  fire  for  the  Lord,  and  no  amount  of  evil  or  bitterness  would  win  the  day. 

16  months  later  337  members  of  the  family  of  God  from  19  states,  in  partnership  with  God. 
the  National  Council  of  Churches.  Habitat  for  Humanity  and  Disciples  Homeland  Ministries 
rebuilt  St.  Mark's.  In  a  period  of  9  days,  the  building  was  completely  constructed,  furnished  and 
ready  for  worship. 

Rev.  Campbell,  pastor  of  the  church  said  in  his  sermon  that  last  night,  "337  saints  stopped  off 
in  Arkansas  on  their  way  to  heaven." 

Seven  of  those  volunteers  were  from  First  Christian  Church  in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  Just 
among  us  seven,  we  filled  countless  wheelbarrows  with  Arkansas  clay  to  level  the  landscape. 
We  did  drywall  mending,  worked  on  the  roof,  trimmed  windows,  painted  door  frames,  hooked 
up  bathroom  fixtures  and  installed  the  baptistry,  helped  to  install  the  septic  system  and  laid 
carpet. 

We  took  with  us  three  sets  of  paraments  (cloths  for  the  pulpit  and  communion  table)  for  3 
seasons  of  the  church  year.  On  Wednesday  we  presented  them  to  Rev.  Campbell  and  2  members 
of  the  church  on  behalf  of  all  of  us  here  at  First  Christian. 

What  really  impressed  us  was  that  all  of  us  who  volunteered  really  did  work  together  without 
letting  race  or  level  of  education,  income,  or  status  build  walls  between  us  as  it  so  often  happens 
in  everyday  life.  So  when  we  worshipped  it  was  like  we  worked  side  by  side  and  one  in  spirit. 

It  was  a  thrilling  experience  that  sometimes  just  gave  you  goose  bumps  like  when  a  bus  load 
of  school  children  went  by  as  we  were  filling  ruts  in  the  yard.  They  yelled  out  the  windows, 
''Thanks  for  coming  to  our  town  and  building  our  church.'* 

We  will  continue  to  pray  for  St.  Mark's  Missionary  Baptist  Church  and  hope  the  joy  they 
know  is  full  and  beautiful  mat  they  might  do  great  things  for  God. 

The  cornerstone  of  the  church  said  it  all.  It  read,  "'Injured  by  bitterness,  Rebuilt  by  love,  Holy 
Week.  1997." 
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THIS  IS  AN 

INVITATION 

TO  YOU... 

To  join  us  for  a  Reception  at  our  home 

to  celebrate  the  marriage  of 

Daniel  Schuricht  and  Deborah  Lehman. 

Saturday,  April  19.  1997  -  Noon  -  7:00  p.m. 

Dan  and  Debby  were  married  on  March  11, 

1997  at  a  small  ceremony  with 

immediate  family  and  now  live  at 

206  S.  Seminole  Circle  in  Fort  Wayne. 

Please  come  by  any  time  between  12  and  7. 

See  the  house  and  enjoy  light  refreshments. 

No  gifts  please. 

R.S.V.P.  219-456-2345. 


>RMV 

MINISTRY 
WE  NEED  ACTORS!!! 


The  Drama  Group  is  going  to  start  meet- 
ing again  beginning  Sunday,  April  13  at 
4:00  p.m. 

If  you  are  in  High  School  or  older,  come 
and  join  the  group. 

We  put  together  skits  for  the  Sunday 
morning  service. 

Come  and  join  us,  it's  a  lot  of  fun! ! 


°  &  * 
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Marvel  Brickley  has  fallen  and  broke 
her  hip  and  will  have  surgery  Tuesday  of  this 
week.  She  is  in  Lutheran  Hospital.  Also, 
please  keep  Sue  Brickley  in  your  prayers. 

Our  prayers  are  with  Bill  Crouse  as  he 
recuperates  at  home  with  cracked  ribs. 

Please  keep  the  following  person(s)  in 
your  prayers  also:  Charles  Schnobel.  Bud 
Ludwig,  Jean  Green.  Earl  Plummer.  Gene 
Klepfer.  John  &  Ruth  Traesdell. 


Wilma  Miller  had  outpatient  surgery  this 
week  on  Monday. 

Our  prayers  are  with  Shari  Grier  and 
Laura  Kurtz  and  their  families  as  their 
grandmother  passed  away. 


Youth 
Group 


The  Youth  Group  will  meet  this  Sun- 
day evening  at  5:00  p.m. 

The  Youth  Class  has  a  new  teacher 
on  Sunday  mornings  at  9:30  a.m.  Come 
and  meet  "Z'\ 
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SERVING  APRIL  6 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.   Eunice  Conrad  &  Anne  Moll 
10:45  a.m.   Eileen  Klepfer  &  Gene  Klepfer 

DTACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.     M.  Grouse,  D.  Keebortz,  T. 

Knuckles,  J.  Young 
10:45  a.m.   D.  Heimann,  L.  Heimann,  M. 
McFarland,  O.  McDougle,  J.  Mounsey, 

E.  Rieke,  K.  Scott,  B.  Smith 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

E./K.  Place,  Vandergriff  s 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

Ralph  &  Judy  Church 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 
SUNDAY,  APRIL  6 

8:1 5  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 

9:30  a.m.  Adventure  Group 

9:30  a.m.  Church  School 

1 0:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 

4:00  p.m.  Prospective  Diaconate  Meeting 

MONDAY,  APRIL  7 

6:30  p.m.  Lay  Leadership 

7:00  p.m.  Married  with  Children  LIFE  Group 

7:00  p.m.  Young  and  the  Restless  LIFE  Group 
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TUESDAY,  APRIL  8 

10:00  a.m.  Adventure  Group 

6:30  p.m.  Administrative  Committee 

7:300  p.m.  Board  of  Trustees  Meeting 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  9 

7:00  p.m.  Adventure  Group 

7:00  p.m.  Friends  LIFE  Group  at  Stover's 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  10 

5:45  p.m.  Carillon 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  12 

8:30  a.m.  Elders  at  North  Christian  Church 

1 :00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir  &  Chamber  Singers 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
APRIL  9-15 

Donald  Kampenga(9),  Ann  Sands(9), 
Linda  Cobb(9),  Charles  Ludwig(lO),  Betty 
Grimm(lO),  Tammy  Deck(l  1),  Becky  Glas- 
gow^), Adam  Hayes(12),  Margaret 
Prechtl(14),  Gary  Kern(14),  Linda  Deck(15). 
Ruth  Yost(15) 
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Reserva- 
tions are  a 
MUST! 


Volume  54,  Naj14 


CELEBRATE  MAY  AMD  MOTHER'S  DAY  AT 

OUR  FIRST  ANNUAL  MAD  HATTER  TEA 

PARTY-SUNDAY,  MAY  4-,  2:00-4:00  P.M. 


What  fun  playing  tea 
party  used  to  be  for 
all  of  us.  We  get  a 
chance  to  do  this 
again  on  May  4.  The  price  of 
admission  will  be  $3.50  per 
ticket  and  YOU  MUST  WEAR 
A  HAT! 

Serving  will  be  done  by  an 
array  of  our  most  hospitable  men 
of  the  church. 

There  will  be  a  chance  for 
children  to  play  dress  up.  We'll 
enjoy  a  style  show  of  their  out- 
fits, and  draw  numbers  for  some 
great  door  prizes  for  both  adults 
and  children. 


Our  own  Becca  Widmer  will 
share  with  us  some  stories  and 
songs  concerning  "Hats  We  Wear/' 

WeTl  have  lots  of  different 
kinds  of  teas  and  cookies,  crumpets, 
finger  sandwiches,  homemade 
chocolates  and  mints,  nuts  and  lots 
of  fun. 

You  can  invite  friends,  family 
members,  neighbors,  but  WE 
MUST  HAVE  YOUR  RESER- 
VATIONS BY  SUNDAY,  APRIL 

Only  those  who  are  registered 
may  attend,  SO  CALL  SOON, 
This  is  sponsored  by  the  Fellowship 
Committee. 


Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  and  Rev.  Diane  zehr 
Pastoral  Caller:  Rev,  George  Bruckman 

4800$,  Calhoun  Street        Ft  Wayne,  in  46807 


744-3239 
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From  Here  to  Zehr 


Following  is  an  excerpt 
from  the  Sabbatical  report 
1  made  to  the  Board  of 
Elders  and  Board  of  Trustees.  If 
you  want  a  copy  of  the  entire 
report,  you  may  pick  one  up  in 
the  church  office. 

What  is  God  calling  First 
Christian  to  become  in  the  21st 
century?  Over  my  sabbatical  I 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  reflect 
on  the  past  and  the  future  of  First 
Christian.  What  will  it  take  for 
us  to  continue  to  be  a  healthy, 
vibrant,  growing  (spiritually  and 
numerically)  faith  community? 
Will  we  continue  to  do  the  same 
things  we  have  done  for  50 
years?  How  has  the  cultural 
change  affected  the  church  and 
its  ministry?  Are  we  ready  to 
engage  the  culture  to  reach  the 
unchurched?  What     is     our 

mission?   What  is  our  purpose? 

BACKGROUND 

In  "The  Inviting  Church  ", 
Oswald  and  Leas  have 
interviewed  a  number  of  growing 
churches  and  have  found  five 
ingredients  that  they  had  in 
common. 

1.  A  positive  identity 

2.  Congregational  harmony 

3.  The     pastor's     ability     to 


generate  enthusiasm 

4.  The  congregation's 
involvement  in  social  action  or 
social  service 

5.  Small  group  programming; 
what  seemed  to  be  more 
important  than  anything  else  is 
that  growing  congregations  have 
a  positive  personality  which 
showed  through  in  the  church's 
having  a  sense  of  a  unique 
identity. 

How  is  First  Christian  unique 
or  different  than  the  other 
churches  in  the  area?  What  is  our 
purpose  for  existing?  If  First 
Christian  was  gone  tomorrow, 
would  the  community  miss  us? 
Why? 

Members  of  growing  churches 
know  they  are  special.  They 
believe  God  is  bringing  God's 
kingdom  into  their  realm.  They 
understand  their  basic  enterprise 
is  to  proclaim  a  message  of  faith, 
hope,  and  love  to  the  world  and 
they  are  doing  it.  No  amount  of 
propaganda  or  organization  will 
cover  a  lack  of  substance  at  the 
core.  These  congregations  didn't 
have  gimmicks  to  get  people 
there  and  keep  them  in.  They  had 
a  revitalizing  spirit  that  extended 
throughout  the  membership  of  the 
(Continued  on  page  4) 
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THIS  IS  AN 

INVITATION 
TO  YOU..... 

To  join  us  for  a  Reception  at  our  home 

to  celebrate  the  marriage  of 

Daniel  Schuricht  and  Deborah  Lehman. 

Saturday.  April  19,  1997  -  Noon  -  7:00  p.m. 

Dan  and  Debby  were  married  on  March  1 1 , 

1997  at  a  small  ceremony  with 

immediate  family  and  now  live  at 

206  S.  Seminole  Circle  in  Fort  Wayne. 

Please  come  by  any  time  between  12  and  7. 

See  the  house  and  enjoy  light  refreshments. 

No  gifts  please. 

R.S.V.P.  219-456-2345. 


>MMAV 

MINISTRY 

WE  NEED  ACTORS!!! 


The  Drama  Group  is  going  to  start  meet- 
ing again  beginning  this  Sunday,  April  13  at 
4:00  p.m. 

If  you  are  in  High  School  or  older,  come 
and  join  the  group. 

We  put  together  skits  for  the  Sunday 
morning  service. 

Come  and  join  us,  it's  a  lot  of  fun!! 


o  & 
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Marvel  Brickley  and  John  &  Ruth 
Truesdell  are  patients  at  Lutheran  Hospital. 

Bill  Crouse  has  gone  to  stay  at  his 
daughters  home. 

Charles  Schnobel  is  home  recuperating 
after  outpatient  surgery. 

Bob  Bier  is  a  patient  at  St.  Joseph 
Medical  Center. 

Mildred  Sarrazin  is  a  patient  at 
Parkview  Hospital  as  is  Lola  Miller. 

Andy  Cook  is  at  home. 

Congratulations  to  Charles  Suder  who 
has  won  the  National  Balloon  Tieing  Contest. 

Lauren  Estelle  Brosey,  daughter  of 
Andy  and  Erin  Brosey,  was  dedicated  at  First 
Christian  Church  on  Easter  Sunday,  March  30. 


THANK  YOU 


Thank  you  all  for  your  prayers  and  con- 
cerns toward  my  nephew  last  weekend 
(Easter).  He  was  the  young  person  that 
was  found  under  water  at  South  Side's 
pool. 

He  is  home  and  has  all  his  health  back. 
Thank  you. 


Kris  Ohneck 
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HERE  TO  ZEHR  -  Cont.  from  Page  2 

congregation  which  was  visible  in  the  rela- 
tionship between  the  members  and  their  pas- 
tors. This  is  why  it  is  imperative  for  the  lay 
leadership  and  the  ministers  to  be  together 
in  the  direction  they  will  lead  the  congrega- 
tion. 

The  first  question  we  need  to  ask  is  - 
what  drives  this  church?  In  "77?e  Purpose 
Driven  Church  "  Rick  Warren  states,  "every 
church  is  driven  by  something.  There  is  a 
guiding  force,  a  controlling  assumption,  a 
direct  conviction  behind  everything  that 
happens.  It  may  be  unspoken.  It  may  be 
unknown  by  many.  Most  likely  it's  never 
been  officially  voted  on.  But  it  is  there  in- 
fluencing even  aspect  of  the  church's  life." 

There  are  some  churches  that  are  driven 
by  tradition.  The  goal  of  a  tradition  driven 
church  is  to  simply  perpetuate  the  past. 
There  are  some  churches  that  are  personality 
driven.  In  this  church  the  most  important 
question  is  "what  does  the  leader  want?" 
There  are  some  churches  that  are  driven  by 
finances.  The  question  at  the  forefront  of 
everyone's  mind  in  a  finance  driven  church 
is  "how  much  will  it  cost?"  Nothing  else 
seems  ever  quite  as  important  as  finances. 
The  most  heated  debate  in  a  finance  driven 
church  is  always  over  the  budget. 

There  are  other  types  of  churches  as  well. 
The  program  driven  church,  the  churches 
driven  by  buildings;  and  churches  driven  by 
events.  I  believe  that  a  strong,  growing 
church  is   driven  b\  a  vision  thev  believe  to 


be  God's  purpose  for  their  church.  Proverbs 
19:2 1  says,  "many  are  the  plans  in  a  persons 
heart  but  it  is  the  Lord's  purpose  that  pre- 
vails." 

Plans,  programs  and  personalities  don't 
last,  but  God's  purposes  will  last.  There  is 
nothing  that  will  revitalize  a  church  faster 
than  rediscovering  its  purpose.  Before  the 
congregation  looks  to  defining  its  purpose, 
it  needs  to  be  in  a  Bible  Study  looking  at 
how  Jesus  defines  the  church  and  its  mis- 
sion. The  50  day  journey  will  be  perfect  for 
this  type  of  intense  study. 

Finally,  as  we  develop  a  ministry  plan 
for  our  church  we  will  be  able  to  see  how 
each  persons  gifts  can  best  help  God's  plan 
to  be  fulfilled.  This  will  help  us  to  move  out 
of  the  mind  set  of  rinding  people  to  fill  slots 
for  existing  committees.  Our  (committees) 
areas  of  ministry  will  be  shaped  by  our 
overall  direction  for  the  church.  This  will 
give  us  a  chance  to  let  some  things  go  that 
are  no  longer  effective  and  find  new  ways 
God  wants  us  to  fulfill  God's  dream. 

It  is  an  exciting  and  challenging  time  for 
the  church  and  as  Dr.  Schuller  said,  "todays 
decisions  are  tomorrows  dreams  fulfilled." 

Let's  go!! 

Peace, 
Jerrv 
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ADDITIONAL  HELP  NEEDED  FOR  PRODUCTION  OF 
STOP  THE  MADNESS  2  -  THE  SHANNON  LUTZ  STORY" 


The  following  is  a  list  of  additional  things  which  would  be  helpful  in  the  production  of  the 
above.    The  easiest  items  are  food  to  feed  the  cast  and  crew  members,  who  will  be  giving  of 
themselves  for  three  nights  to  make  this  production  a  reality.  We  are  feeding  a  cast  and  crew  of 
50-60  people  for  three  nights  (April  14,  15,  16).  Here  it  is: 
=>    Fresh  fruit  (apples,  oranges,  bananas,  etc.) 
=>    Fruit  juices  (same) 

=>    Bagels.  Muffins,  Donuts  ("grab  and  go"  food) 
=>    Desserts:  Cookies,  Brownies,  Pumpkin  Pie  (Director's  Favorite) 
=>    Bottled  Waters 
=>    Sodas  (any  kind  with  caffeine) 

These  will  be  needed  at  the  beginning  of  our  shoot  days  (6:00  p.m.)  on  set.  Also,  anyone  who 
would  be  willing  to  help  serve  and  prepare  the  food  would  be  great.  Lunch  will  be  served  around 
midnight  or  1 :00  a.m.  Anyone  who  is  interested  or  that  is  going  to  bring  something  is  requested 
to  please  call  Lisa  Bartels,  Line  Producer,  at  423-3436  ASAP. 

Anyone  who  is  interested  in  contributing  financially  should  contact  Mark  Archer,  Pro- 
ducer/Director at  749-9853.  Additional  monies  can  be  used  to  purchase  additional  prints  for 
theatrical  play. 

Sincerely, 
Mark  Archer,  ATLANTIS  Entertainment 


FIRST  TIME  VISITORS  IN 
WORSHIP  ON  APRIL  6,  1997 


Laura  Phelps,  1117  Tecumseh  Street  46805, 
Debra  Fufkerth,  1803  Poinsette  Drive  46808,  Lynda 
Eichel,  4429  Pembroke  Lane   46807. 
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TAKE  STOCK 

This  is  just  a  reminder  to  those  inter- 
ested in  obtaining  information  relative  to 
apartments,  assisted  living  or  nursing  fa- 
cilities. 

We  have  some  information  available  at 
the  church  office  and  you  may  have  a 
copy.  Please  call  if  you  are  interested. 

George  Bruckman 


ITEMS  WE  NEED  TO 

BORROW  FOR  MAD  HATTER 

TEA  PARTY 

•  Tea  pots  (to  be  used  for  centerpieces 
and  for  sen  ice  table. 

•  Tiered  plate  racks  (for  serving  table). 

•  Tiered  plates  (for  serving  table). 

•  Tea  Cart  (is  it  possible  -  any  out 
there?). 

•  New  wheelbarrow  (clean  to  be  used  as 
decoration). 

Please  leave  above  items  in  Diane  Zehr's 
office.  We'll  lock  them  up  to  be  safe. 


REPAIRS  NEEDED. 


I  need  repairs  on  2  afghans  -  1  crocheted 
and  one  knitted  (I  think).  Would  you  have 
time  to  repair  for  pay  or  barter?  (I  make 
turtles  and  cherry  flips  or  pies  and  cakes). 
Call  Rosemary  Krull  at  432-6181  if  you 
like  to  do  this  sort  of  thing. 


We  had  10  youth  in  Sunday  School.  It 
was  a  great  class!  Christy  brought  donuts 
and  juice  (Jerry  paid  for  them),  we  learned 
Jerry  Zehr  was  a  champion  bowler  in  a  previ- 
ous life,  and  Melissa  Brey  can  burp  mountain 
dew! 

Youth  class  meets  at  9:30  a.m.  Youth 
group  will  meet  after  second  service  this 
Sunday  for  a  pizza  lunch  (please  bring  $3). 
We  will  then  go  to  the  home  of  Bill  &  Joan 
Franklin  to  help  in  a  yard  work  project  so 
bring  work  clothes.  It  should  be  a  great  time! 


REMINDER 
TO  ELDERS: 

Elders  will  meet  at  North  Christian 
Church  this  coming  Saturday,  April  12,  1997 
at  8:30  a.m. 


ATTENTION 
3RD-5TH  GRADERS 

The  3rd-5th  graders  wall  meet  this  com- 
ing Sunday  with  Eunice  Conrad  during  the 
second  worship  sen  ice  in  the  Upper  Room. 
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FOOD  BANK 
VOLUNTEER  POTLUCK 


All  food  bank  volunteers  are  invited  to  a 
special  meeting  and  potluck  lunch  on  Fri- 
day, May  2  at  11:00  a.m.  to  discuss  the 
changes  in  process  with  our  food  bank  min- 
istry. 

Please  call  Steve  Vachon  at  744-6161  if 
you  cannot  attend. 


WORKDAY  AT  BARBEE 

CHRISTIAN  CAMP 

SATURDAY,  MAY  3 

9:00  A.M. -3:00  P.M. 

LUNCH  PROVIDED! 

Anyone  interested  in  getting  our  camp 
ready  for  the  coming  season?  May  3rd 
promises  to  be  a  great  day  of  fellowship,  food 
and  good  hard  work  made  enjoyable  by  the 
fellowship  with  many  other  Christian  broth- 
ers and  sisters!  The  First  Christian  youth 
group  plans  on  participating,  so  youth  group 
members  mark  your  calendars. 

Please  call  the  church  to  indicate  your  in- 
tention to  go  so  that  the  camp  may  know  how 
much  to  prepare  for  lunch.  Arrive  early  at  the 
church  so  we  can  leave  bv  8:00  a.m. 


FINAL  COUNT  OF  MILES 

FOR  MISSION  - 

1,239  MILES 

We  "more  than"  went  our  distance  as  a 
congregation  as  we  observed  a  Lenten  dis- 
cipline of  recording  the  number  of  hours  of 
service  and  ministry  we  offered  in  Christs' 
name.  Our  goal  was  500  miles  and  we 
more  than  doubled  that.  Have  you  taken  a 
moment  to  look  at  the  markers  in  the  sanc- 
tuary and  see  what  our  congregation  does 
in  the  community  and  in  the  church?  It  is 
an  encouraging  thing  to  see  how  First 
Christian  lives  our  faith.  Thanks  for  your 
ministries.  Thanks  for  participating  in  this 
venture. 

Diane  Z«hr 


IT'S  3  O'CLOCK,  MRS. 
MMTERS(W...-ARM'T 
YOU  60W6  TO  LUNCH? 


I  DON'T  HAVE  TIM 
FOR  LUNCH,  MR. 
BAT  EMM...  I'M  A 
VOLUNTEER  I  [[ 
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SERVING  APRIL  13 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.   John  Ohneck  &  George  Bruckman 
10:45  a.m.   Charles  McGrew  &  Dick  Mey 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.     D.  Schuricht,   M.  Mullen,  J. 

Ott.  E./K.  Place 

10:45  a.m.   D.  Bohlen,  K.  Bushey,  C.  Falbe, 

E.  Gorman,  J.  McGrew,  E.  Vandergriff, 

L.  Vandergriff.  E.  Yeoman 

HOMEBOUND  COMMUNION 

E.  Klepfer  -  B.  Bier 

S.  Hayes  -  M.  Bier 

G,  Bruckman  -  G.  Brown 

J.  Church  -  A.  Cook 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

E./K.  Place,  Vandergriff  s 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

Ron  &  Caren  Wise 


SUNDAY,  APRIL  13 

8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 

9:30  a.m.  Adventure  Group 

9:30  a.m.  Church  School 

10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 

4:00  p.m.  Drama  Group 

5:00  p.m.  Adventure  Group 

5:00  p.m.  Youth  Group 

MONDAY,  APRIL  14 

7:30  p.m.  Young  and  the  Restless  LIFE  Group 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  15 

9:30  a.m.    Rachel  Circle 

10:00  a.m.  Adventure  Group 

7:00  p.m.  W.O.E.  Committee  Meeting 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  16 

7:00  p.m.  Adventure  Group 

7:00  p.m.  Friends  LIFE  Group  at  Stover's 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  17 

5:45  p.m.  Carillon 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  19 

1 :00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 
SATURDAY,  APRIL  12 

8:30  a.m.  Elders  at  North  Christian  Church 
1 :00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir  &  Chamber  Singers 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
APRIL  16-22 

Heather  Holmes(16),  Dawn  Holmes(?6). 
John  Weyer(l6).  Diane  Freimuth(16),  Bob 
Mitchell(18),  Arlene  Downes(20),  Karen 
Zimmerman( 21),  Julia  Arnold(21) 
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CHECK 
THIS 
OUT! 


50  GOOD  THINGS 
ABOUT  MY  CHURCH 


During  the  50  days  of 
this  adventure,  each 
day  we  are  to  write 
a  good  tiling  we  appreciate  about 
our  church.  Following  are  some 
of  the  things  that  individuals 
listed  in  the  first  25  days  of  the 
adventure:  Easter  Prayer  Vigil, 
beautiful  building,  very  good 
small  groups,  elders,  home- 
bound  calling,  evangelism 
(identifying  with  new  members 
and  visitors),  members  calling 
on  shut-ins,  D.M.A.  group  activ- 
ity for  our  senior  group,  ministry 
to  children,  pastors  enthusiasm 
to  aid  our  congregation  in  all  ar- 
eas of  life,  food  bank  program, 
baby's  closet  program,  great 
Sunday  School  classes,  good 
and  caring  people,  music  in  wor- 


ship, prayer  chain,  youth  reaching 
out  to  other  youth. 

These  are  just  a  few  that  people 
have  written  in  their  books.  We 
will  have  a  time  of  sharing  in  wor- 
ship on  Sunday,  so  bring  your  list 
with  you  to  worship. 

MARK  YOUR  CALENDAR!! 

May  18  -  Pentecost  Sunday!  Final 
Sunday  of  the  50  Day  Adventure. 
ONE  SERVICE  -  10:00  A.M. 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL  -  9:00  A.M. 
WITH  A  PITCH  IN  DINNER 
AFTER  CHURCH. 


Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  ana  Rev.  Diane  zehr 

Pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

moo  s.  Calhoun  street        Ft  wayne,  in  46807 


744-3239 
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From  Here  to  Zehr 


T 


here  will  be  a  new  show 
on  T.V.  starting  in  May 
called,  "Behind  the 
Headlines."  This  is  a  show  on 
Channel  10  that  I  will  be  hosting 
exploring  issues  and  people  of  our 
community.  I'm  looking  forward  to 
giving  a  forum  to  discuss  issues  of 
our  community  that  are  important  to 
all  of  us. 

I  need  a  few  people  who  would 
like  to  volunteer  as  camera  people  for 
the  taping  of  the  shows.  The  tapings 
will  be  twice  a  month  during  the  day 
in  a  3  hour  block  of  time.  There  is  a 
training  class  for  all  volunteers  to 
learn  the  camera  equipment  on  May  3, 
10:00  a.m.  -  3:00  p.m.  at  Channel' 10. 
If  you  would  be  interested  in  helping 
me  get  this  show  on  the  air,  let  me 
know. 

Peace, 

Jerry 

P.S.  If  you  would  like  a  copy  of  the 
sabbatical  report  I  gave  to  the  Elders 
and  the  official  Board,  come  by  the 
church  office  and  pick  one  up. 


SENIOR 

ietii_ienT$ 


MARK  YOUR 
CALENDAR! 

The  D.M.A,  (Don't  Mention  Age) 
group  will  meet  on  Tuesday,  May  6, 
1997.  More  information  in  next 
weeks  Tidings. 


NEWCOMERS 
COFFEE  AND 

DESSERT 
5:00  -  7:00  P.M. 

This  coming  Sunday  evening  our 
pastors,  Jerry  and  Diane,  will  be 
hosting  a  gathering  of  newcomers  to 
our  church  who  would  like  to  learn 
more  about  First  Christian  Church. 

Zehr's  address:  4802  Calumet. 
Phone  -  456-3172.- 


APRIL  16,  1997 


TIDINGS 


PAUL   I 


THIS  IS  AN 

INVITATION 

TO  YOU..... 

To  join  us  for  a  Reception  at  our  home 

to  celebrate  the  marriage  of 

Daniel  Schuricht  and  Deborah  Lehman. 

Saturday,  April  19,  1997  -  Noon  -  7:00  p.m. 

Dan  and  Debby  were  married  on  March  1 1 , 

1997  at  a  small  ceremony  with 

immediate  family  and  now  live  at 

206  S.  Seminole  Circle  in  Fort  Wayne. 

Please  come  by  any  time  between  12  and  7. 

See  the  house  and  enjoy  light  refreshments. 

No  gifts  please. 

R.S.V.P.  219-456-2345. 


MMSTOY 


WE  NEED  ACTORS!!! 


The  Drama  Group  will  meet  this  coming 
Saturday,  April  19,  1997  at  11:00  a.m. 
Hope  to  see  you  then! 


O     &      w 


Marvel  Brickiey  and  John  &  Ruth 
Truesdell  are  home  from  Lutheran  Hospital. 

Our  prayers  are  with  Rod  &  Caren  Wise 
as  Caren' s  stepfather  passed  away  last  week. 

Lola  Miller  is  home  from  Parkview 
Hospital  as  is  Mildred  Sarrazin. 

Keep  the  following  persons  in  your 
prayers:  Bill  Crouse.  Andy  Cook.  Bev 
Hendricks,  Janet  Weicken  Vince  Wells  and 
Earl  Plummer. 

Bob  Bier  has  gone  home  from  St.  Joseph 
Medical  Center. 

Charles  Schnobel  has  also  gone  home 
from  the  St.  Joseph  Medical  Center. 

Congratulations  to  Michael  &  Diana 
Moore  in  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  Raven  Olivia 
on  April  14,  1997! 


SpringVIEW 

Spring  View  will  give  you  a  glimpse  of 
the  *97-98rCWF  study  named  "Church 
Alive*';  an  option  of  attending  at  least  2 
seminars  that  will  be  offered,  a  time  of  fel- 
lowship with  other  C  WF  women  and  a  time 
of  reflection  and  worship  together.  This  is 
an  important  event  and  1  hope  to  see  you 
there! 

Registration       form       is       enclosed. 
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FOOD  BANK 
VOLUNTEER  POTLUCK 

All  food  bank  volunteers  are  invited  to  a 
special  meeting  and  potluck  lunch  on  Fri- 
day, May  2  at  11:00  a.m.  to  discuss  the 
changes  in  process  with  our  food  hank  mm- 

Please  call  Steve  Vachon  at  744-6161  if 
vou  cannot  attend. 


WORKDAY  AT  BARBEE 

CHRISTIAN  CAMP 

SATURDAY,  MAY  3 

9:00  A.M. -3:00  P.M. 

LUNCH  PROVIDED! 

Anyone  interested  in  getting  our  camp 
ready  for  the  coming  season?  May  3rd 
promises  to  be  a  great  day  of  fellowship,  food 
and  good  hard  work  made  enjoyable  by  the 
fellowship  with  many  other  Christian  broth- 
ers and  sisters!  The  First  Christian  youth 
group  plans  on  participating,  so  youth  group 
members  mark  your  calendars. 

Please  call  the  church  to  indicate  your  in- 
tention to  go  so  that  the  camp  may  know  how 
much  to  prepare  for  lunch.  Arrive  early  at  the 
church  so  we  can  leave  by  8:00  a.m. 


DID 

YOU 

KNOW 


Did  you  know.....  that  7  students  will  be 
tutored  "beginning  this  week  at  First  Chris- 
tian Church? 

Did  you  *#i<w.~..that  Greg  &  Jenny 
Baitz  bought  their  fust  home  (address  is: 
9902  Sawtooth  Court  46804.  Phone:  432- 

8494)? 

Did  you  know that  Miles  Wilson  just 

got  back  from  a  trip  to  Washington,  D.C.? 

Did  vou  know....A5  of  our  Elders  went 
to  a  work  shop  at  North  Christian  Church 
last  Saturday? 

Did  vou  know that  the  stone-facing 

will  be  put  on  the  new  rest  rooms  this 

week? 

Did  you  know that  Jerry  and  Diane 

are  involved  with  a  T.V.  program  on  Chan- 
nel 10  beginning  in  May  called,  "Behind 
the  Headlines?" 

Did  you  know that  the  youth  went 

roller  skating  Sunday  evening  and  our  min- 
isters went  and  rolled  along  also? 

(If  you  have  any  tidbits  for  our  new  arti- 
cle entitled,  "Did  You  Know"  call  the 
church  office  .by  Mondays  at  noon). 
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ITEMS  WE  NEED  TO 

BORROW  FOR  MAD  HATTER 

TEA  PARTY 

•  Tea  pots  (to  be  used  for  centerpieces 
and  for  sen  ice  table. 

•  Tiered  plate  racks  (for  serving  table). 

•  Tiered  plates  (for  serving  table). 

•  Tea  Cart  (is  it  possible  -  any  out 

there?). 

•  New  wheelbarrow  (clean  to  be  used  as 

decoration). 
Please  leave  above  items  in  Diane  Zehr's 
office.  We'll  lock  them  up  to  be  safe. 


WE  NEED  TO 

#    HEAR  FROM 

YOU] __ 


If  you  will  be  (or  if  you 
know  of  someone  who  will 
be)  graduating  this  year 
from  high  school  or  college, 
please  call  the  church  office  at  744-3239  as 
we  wish  to  recognize  our  graduates  on  Sun- 
day, June  1  at  the  10:45  a.m.  worship  sendee. 


The  youth  had  a  great  time  roller  skating 
Sunday  evening.  Lori  impressed  the  group 
with  her  skating  backwards,  and  there  was 
someone  skating  in  "Z's*  around  the  rink. 
Don't  miss  Sunday  School  at  9:30  a.m. 
this  week.  There  has  been  a  duel  of  bowl- 
ins  balls  that  has  to  be  determined. 


r 


rvW.F.  Blessing  Boxes 


Please  turn  your  Blessing  Boxes  into 

Evelyn  Yeoman  no  later  than  April  27 
Thank  you! 


^ 


!W6LCOM£ 

TO  OIK, 

VISITORS' 
i-ll-    ■  ii  a- 


^      FIRST  TIME  VISITORS  IN 
WORSHIP  ON  APRIL  13,  1997 


b 
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NOTES  FROM  THE  JOURNEY  THROUGH 

THE  BIBLE 
(K-5TH  GRADE) 

We're  in  our  third  year  of  the  journey  and  our  children  are  learning  about  the 
mission  efforts  of  Paul  and  the  early  church. 

As  one  of  their  activities,  they  wrote  to  our  Global  Mission  Partners.  Ellen  & 
Andy  Collins  who  serve  the  church  in  Nepal.  Following  is  the  response  letter  they 
received  from  Ellen. 

May  we  all  be  aware  and  in  prayer  that  the  work  of  our  church  family  all  around 
the  world  may  flourish. 

I  say  HOORAY  for  our  children  who  care! 

Dear  Jeremy,  Justin,  Cody,  Natali,  Shelby,  Jeff,  Billy,  Emily,  Sara,  Eric  and  Polly, 

HI!  Thanks  for  your  nice  note  and  the  picture.  We  have  never  gotten  a  letter  from 
Fort  Wayne  before,  so  we  were  really  happy  to  hear  from  all  of  you! 

We  came  to  Nepal  over  3  years  ago.  We  came  by  plane.  In  the  old  days  missionar- 
ies came  here  by  boat.  The  plane  trip  took  us  30  hours.  We  live  in  Kathmandu.  It's 
the  capital  of  Nepal.  It 's  a  big  city  in  a  valley  all  surrounded  by  mountains.  We  work 
in  Kathmandu  part  of  the  time,  and  outside  the  city  too.  Andy  is  a  photographer  and 
videographer.  He  is  the  manager  of  the  office  that  makes  videos,  slides,  books  and 
other  stuff  for  the  mission  here.  I  (Ellen)  am  a  health  teacher.  I  teach  Nepali  people 
in  my  project  how  to  teach  about  health.  Sometimes  I  go  out  to  villages  with  them 
and  help  them  teach.  We  teach  about  cleaning  your  teeth,  feeding  nutritious  foods  to 
babies  and  kids,  planting  vegetable  gardens,  and  things  like  that.  We  go  to  a  big 
Nepali  church.  It  has  lots  of  singing.  People  clap  and  play  tambourines  and  drums. 
Our  little  boy  Christopher  loves  church  (he  's  just  1  1/2  years  old).  Christopher 
speaks  Nepali  and  sings  Nepali  songs.    (He  knows  some  English  too). 

We  really  do  like  hearing  from  Sunday  School  kids  so  we  hope  you'll  write  back. 
It  you  want,  you  could  send  some  letters  to  some  Nepali  kids  we  know  and  they  could 
write  back. 

God  bless  you!  Hope  you  learned  a  lot  about  missions! 

Love, 
Ellen,  Andy  and  Chris  Collins 
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REMEMBER  OUR  SHUT-INS  IN  YOUR  PRAYERS 

IN  NURSING  HOMES  &  RETIREMENT  HOMES: 

The  Arbors,  2827  Northgate  Blvd.   46835 

Fern  Kenline.  Room  202 

Freda  Flaugh,  Room  301 

Courtland  Health  &  Rehabilitation  Center,  3555  Spy  Run  Ext.   46805 

Ardith  Wrisk,  Room  217 

Kingston  Residence,  7515  Winchester  Road   46819 

Valetta  Parlette,  Room  410 

Lutheran  Home,  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.   46816 

Marvel  Brickley,  Room  213 

Velma  Hechler,  Room  116 

Mariner  Health  Care  Center,  4430  Eisdale  Drive   46835 

Bernice  Montgomery,  Room  317-1 

Ossian  Health  Care,  215  Davis  Road.  Ossian,  IN   46774 

Dorothy  Green,  Room  301 A 

Riverbend,  7519  Winchester  Road   46819 

Lou  Simmons,  Room  105-2 

St.  Anne^s  Nursing  Home,  1900  Randalia  Drive   46805 

Ressie  Ehresman,  Room  324-B 

Townhouse  Retirement  Center,  2209  St.  Joe  Center  Road   46825 

Glenn  &  Lola  Miller.  Room  20 1W 

AT  HOME: 

Walter  Bowen,  1924  Senior  Drive   46805 

Lucille  Branstrator,  9721  Coverdale  Road   46809 

Jack  &  Emma  Phillips.  1737  Godfrey  Road   46819 

Lila  Russell,  3936  Irene  Court   46808 

Coieen  Wilcoxson  &  Orda  Glentzer,  746  Candlelite  Court   46807 

Charles  Wrisk,  259  E.  Sherwood  Terrace   46807 
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SERVING  APRIL  20 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.   Ralph  Church  &  Anne  Moll 
10:45  a.m.  Eileen  Klepfer  &  Sam  Hayes 
DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.     B.  Bier,  M.  Bier,  G.  Brown, 
10:45  a.m.   S.  Brey.  L.  Brey.  S.  Brickley. 
j.  Franklin.  L.  McFarlancL  B.  Smith, 

B.  Widmer,  R.  Wise 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

B.  Bier,  S.  Brickley,  E.  Rieke 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

Ken  Tavlor  &  Bob  Smith 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 
SATURDAY,  APRIL  19 

1 1 :00  a.m.  Drama  Group 

1 :00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir  &  Chamber  Singers 

SUNDAY,  APRIL  20 

8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 

9:30  a.m.  Adventure  Group 

9:30  a.m.  Church  School 

1 0:45  a.m.  Second  W7orship  Service 

5:00  p.m.  Adventure  Group 

5:00  p.m.  Youth  Group 

5:00  p.m.  Newcomers  Gathering 


MONDAY,  APRIL  21 

7:00  p.m.  Married  With  Children  LIFE  Group 

7:30  p.mu  Young  and  the  Restless  LIFE  Group 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  22 

9:00  a.m.!   Sewing  Group 

10:00  a.m.  Adventure  Group 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  23 

7:00  p^m.  Adventure  Group 

7:00  p.m.  Friends  LIFE  Group  at  Stover's 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  24 

5:45  p.m.  Carillon 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
APRIL  23-29 

Becca  Widmer(23),  Megan  Geroff(23) 
Crystal  Holmes(23).  Dick  Mey(23),  Grady 
Vanderwall(24)T  Vera  Watson(25)<  Jessie 
Fern  Woodward(28) 
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GOING  OUT  POR  DIMMER? 

■■■^    INNERS  OF  8  is 

1    an  opportunity  for 
&SH0F     enjoying  great  food 
and   even    greater   fellowship. 
Eight  people  are  grouped  to- 
gether for  a  dinner  at  the  "host 
home."  This  is  a  great  opportu- 
nity to  meet  different  people  in 
the  church,  and  build  some  new 
relationships.    There  is  a  card 
enclosed  in  the  newsletter  you 
may  fill  out  and  mail  to  the 
church  or  bring  it  to  worship  on 
Sunday  morning. 

If  you  have  been  a  part  of  one 
of  these  groups  in  the  past  you 
may  be  willing  to  be  a  "Host" 
this  time.  We  need  people  to  be 
hosts  for  this  to  be  successful. 
The  host  contacts  the  others  and 
agrees    on  a  date   for  getting 

together.     The  host  provides  the 
main  course  and  beverages  and  the 
others  bring  vegetables,  salad,  rolls 
and  dessert. 

Deadline  to  turn  in  your  reserva- 
tion card  is  Sunday,  May  4.    We 
will  then  send  you  a  list  showing 
you  the  group  you  have  been  as- 
signed to  and  who  will  contact  you. 

MARK  YOUR  CALENDAR!! 

May  18  -  Pentecost  Sunday!   Final 
Sunday  of  the  50  Day  Adventure. 
ONE   SERVICE   -   10:00  AM. 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL  -  9:00  A.M. 
WITH  A  PITCH  IN  DINNER 
AFTER  CHURCH. 

SIGN  UP 
TODAY 

Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  ana  Rev.  Diane  zehr 
Pastoral  caller:  Rev.  George  Bruekman 


4sm  s.  calhrnw  street 


Ft  wayns,  m  4680? 


744-3239 
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From  Here  to  Zehr 


Last  Sunday  evening  we 
had  14  new  people  at  our 
home,  who  were 

interested  in  learning  more  about  the 
church.  It  was  encouraging  to  hear 
stories  of  how  different  people  have 
found  their  way  to  First  Christian 
Church. 

I  believe  God  had  a  big  part  in 
bringing  these  folks  to  First 
Christian.  What  is  there  at  First  that 
can  offer  encouragement  and 
guidance  to  those  who  come  seeking 
God? 

What  can  we  learn  from  the  new 
people  God  is  bringing  into  our 
church? 

"Those  who  carry  torches  will 
pass  them  onto  others." 

Plato 

Peace, 

Jerry 


P.S.  I  hope  all  the  women  are  coming 
to  the  Mad  Hatter  Tea  Party  because 
there  have  been  a  number  of  us  men 
who  have  been  recruited  as  servers.  It 
might  be  your  only  time  to  be 
pampered  by  a  large  group  of  men! 


D.M.A.  EVENT 


SLSol 


3 


iC 


55 


STAY  SAFE 
SESSION 

A  carry-in  is  planned  for  noon. 
Tuesday.  May  6.  1997  in  Fellowship 
Hall. 

Officer  Wharton.  Fort  Wayne 
Crime  Protection  Bureau,  will  discuss 
personal  and  home  security  measures. 
This  timely  subject  promises  to  be  a 
DON'T  MISS  event! 


THANK  YOU  TO 

MEMBERS  WHO 

CARE  FOR  OUR 

VISITORS 

We  have  some  folks  who  baked 
delicious  desserts  for  a  New  Friends 
of  the  Church  meeting  that  was  held 
at  the  Zehrs  last  Sunday  evening. 
Fourteen  new  folks  and  six  members 
of  the  Evangelism  Committee  enjoyed 
pies  and  cheesecake  and  the  world's 
best  chocolate  cake. 

Thanks  to  Caren  Wise,  Elinor 
Place,  Linda  Stover,  Carole  Davis, 
Judy  Church  for  extending  their  gifts 
on  behalf  of  the  church  to  welcome 
new  folks. 
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SpringVIEW 

Spring  View  will  give  you  a  glimpse  of 
the  '97-98'CWF  study  named  "Church 
Alive";  an  option  of  attending  at  least  2 
seminars  that  will  be  offered,  a  time  of  fel- 
lowship with  other  CWF  women  and  a  time 
of  reflection  and  worship  together.  This  is 
an  important  event  and  I  hope  to  see  you 
there! 

Sue  Brey 


WE  NEED  TO 

HEAR  FROM 

YOU! 


If  you  will  be  (or  if 
you  know  of  someone 
who  will  be)  graduating 
this    year    from    high 


school  or  college,  please  call  the  church  of- 
fice at  744-3239  as  we  wish  to  recognize 
our  graduates  on  Sunday,  June  1  at  the 
10:45  a.m.  worship  service. 


Please  keep  Donald  Smith,  who  is  at 
home,  in  your  prayers. 

Our  prayers  are  with  Michael  &  Laura 


Kurtz  in  the  event  of  a  miscarriage. 


Ed  Hall  had  surgery  Monday  at  Lutheran 
Hospital. 

Janet  Weicker  had  outpatient  surgery 
Tuesday  at  Lutheran  Hospital. 

Vince  Wells  will  have  back  surgery  on 
Tuesday.  April  29. 

Keep  Gary  Falbe  in  your  prayers  as  he 
will  be  having  tests  on  his  knee. 


C.  W.F.  Blessing  Boxes 

Please  turn  your  Blessing  Boxes  into 

Evelyn  Yeoman  no  later  than  April  27. 

Thank  you! 


^ 


WEiCOMf 

TO  OUR;) 

VISITORS 
ui  ■  LZji  U 


W 


a 


FIRST  TIME  VISITORS  IN 
WORSHIP  ON  APRIL  20,  1997 


Anna  Hatch,  3602  Felician  Street   46803. 
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FOOD  BANK 
VOLUNTEER  POTLUCK 

All  food  bank  volunteers  are  invited  to  a 
special  meeting  and  potluck  lunch  on  Fri- 
day, May  2  at  11:00  a.m.  to  discuss  the 
changes  in  process  with  our  food  bank  min- 
istry. 

Please  call  Steve  Vachon  at  744-6161  if 
you  cannot  attend. 


S^Y 


WORKDAY  AT  B  ARBEE 

CHRISTIAN  CAMP 

SATURDAY,  MAY  3 

9:00  A.M. -3:00  P.M. 

LUNCH  PROVIDED! 

Anyone  interested  in  getting  our  camp 
ready  for  the  coming  season?  May  3rd 
promises  to  be  a  great  day  of  fellowship,  food 
and  good  hard  work  made  enjoyable  by  the 
fellowship  with  many  other  Christian  broth- 
ers and  sisters!  The  First  Christian  youth 
group  plans  on  participating,  so  youth  group 
members  mark  your  calendars. 

Please  call  the  church  to  indicate  your  in- 
tention to  go  so  that  the  camp  may  know  how 
much  to  prepare  for  lunch.  Arrive  early  at  the 
church  so  we  can  leave  by  8:00  a.m. 


DID 

YOU 

KNOW 


Did  you  know 14  friends  and  new- 
comers of  the  church  were  at  Zehfs  last 
Sunday  evening  for  coffee  and  dessert? 

Did  you  know^.Ahai  the  new  rest  room 
has  been  started  in  the  back  of  the  sanctu- 
ary? 

Did  you  know that  the  drama  group 

is  back  meeting  again? 

Did  you  know..,..iha\  Lori  Crouter  was 
singing  tenor  last  Sunday,  pinch  hitting  for 
Bob  Bier? 

Did  you  know.„.Ahat  the  kitchen  stove 
is  functional  again? 

Did  you  know that  Diane  Johnson 

(church  secretary)  is  a  notary  and  the  ser- 
vice is  free? 

Did  you  know.....the  church  now  has  a 
fax  machine? 

Do  you   know why   the   Spectrum 

Room  is  called  the  Spectrum  Room? 

(If  you  have  any  tidbits  for  our  new  arti- 
cle entitled,  "Did  You  Know"  call  the 
church  office  by  Mondays  at  noon). 
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1997  ONE  CHURCH 

ONE  OFFENDER  GOLF 

OUTING 

On  Thursday,  June  26, 
we  need  golfers  and  spon- 
gy sors  for  the  4th  Annual 
'  One  Church  One  Offender 
Golf  Outing.  Helping  this 
year  is  Jim  Bushey, 
George  Davis  and  Ron 
Wise.  The  cost  for  18 
holes  of  golf,  food,  drinks 
(pop  only),  and  cart  is 
$40.00.  There  will  be  prizes  and  fun  for  ev- 
eryone. 

If  you  have  a  foursome  already  that  is 
great,  but  if  you  have  one  or  two  players  we 
can  match  you  up  with  some  other  folks  and 
youTl  have  a  great  time.  If  you  can't  play 
and  would  like  to  be  a  sponsor  the  cost  is 
$25.00  for  an  individual  sponsor  and 
$100.00  for  a  business  sponsor. 

The  Foellinger  Foundation  has  agreed  to 
match  dollar  for  dollar  whatever  the  local 
church  gives  to  our  program.  Your  money 
given  through  the  church  will  be  doubled  up 
to  $5,000.00.  This  is  a  very  important  event 
to  our  program.  We  have  only  2  fund  raisers 
during  the  year,  and  it  is  important  that  we 
have  your  support.  If  you  would  like  to  sign 
up  to  play  or  be  a  sponsor  call  Charlie  Hat- 
ten,  Jim  Bushey,  George  Davis  or  Ron  Wise. 


FIRST  CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH  IS  ONCE 

AGAIN  PLANNING  AN 

OUTING  TO  SEE  THE 

FORT  WAYNE 

WIZARD'S 

Long  range  plans  are 
being  made  for  First  Chris- 
tian Church  to  take  in  a 
Wizard's  baseball  game  for 
the  current  season  at  Fort 
Wayne's  Memorial  Sta- 
dium. 

West  Michigan  will 
play  Fort  Wayne  in  a  2:00 
p.m.  afternoon  game  on  Sunday,  July  20th. 
We  hope  many  First  Christian  members 
will  take  advantage  of  special  reduced  rates 
for  our  group  of  $5.00  per  ticket  in  the  re- 
served grandstand  section. 

Our  church  will  receive  a  mention  on 
the  P.A.  system  during  the  course  of  the 
game  and  also  on  the  radio  while  the  game 
is  in  progress. 

Members  of  all  ages  are  invited  to  at- 
tend. The  park  has  swings  and  slides  for 
the  wee  ones  on  which  they  can  use  their 
energies  as  well. 

More  details  as  they  become  available, 
and  as  game  time  approaches. 

MARK  YOUR  CALENDAR  AND 
MAKE  PLANS  TO  ATTEND! 
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1997  MAIL  CARRIERS 
FOOD  COLLECTION 

Would  you  like  to  be  a  part  of  history?  On  Saturday,  May  10,  1997,  Associated 
Churches  and  the  Mail  Carriers  will  collect  more  food  in  one  day  than  has  ever  been 
collected  in  Fort  Wayne  before.  We  will  collect  over  200,000  pounds  of  food  in  ONE 
day.  This  will  serve  all  our  food  banks  for  almost  3  months.  Last  year  we  collected 
almost  as  much  food  as  Indianapolis  and  Detroit. 

There  are  several  different  jobs  that  need  to  be  done.  Listed  below  is  a  list  of 
people  we  need  to  make  this  happen.  If  you  have  only  an  hour,  or  can  work  all  day, 
we  need  you!  A  neat  thing  for  a  parent  and  child  to  do  is  walk  with  the  mail  carrier 
helping  them  carry  the  food  back  to  the  jeeps.  It  will  be  a  blessing  to  spend  time 
serving  God  and  helping  them  understand  some  things  going  on  in  our  city.  If  you 
would  like  to  help,  please  call  Charlie  Hatten  (447-2649).  or  the  church  office  to  sign 
up. 

•  Food  Sorters  -  Meet  at  Diplomat  Plaza  Post  Office  around  9:00  a.m.  and  sort  food 
being  brought  in  by  the  mail  carriers.  The  food  is  separated  into  bins  of  canned 
goods,  glass,  and  paper  products. 

»  Bag  Buddies  -  Meet  at  Diplomat  Plaza  Post  Office  around  8:00  a.m.  to  walk  with 
mail  carriers  collecting  the  food.  Bag  Buddies  are  not  allowed  to  ride  in  the 
postal  jeeps  so  you  must  provide  your  own  transportation.  This  is  a  great  way  to 
see  the  neighborhood.  You  won't  believe  all  the  different  types  of  mail  boxes  and 
where  some  people  put  them. 

•  Food  Boxers  -  Meet  at  the  main  warehouse  at  the  corner  of  Monroe  and  Wayne 
Street  around  5:00  p.m.  to  put  the  food  in  smaller  boxes  that  are  then  delivered  to 
the  food  banks  over  the  next  few  weeks. 


FOOD  DRIVE 
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BARBEE  CHRISTIAN  CAMP  SCHEDULE  FOR  1997 


Young  Adults 


Dates 


May  21-24 


Directors 

Kyle  Harris 


New  Beginnings  July  2 1-23  Diane  Erickson/Leanne  Gilbert 

(Entering  Grades  3,4)     July  3 1 -Aug.  2  Steve  Workman/Connie  Workman 

Young  Disciples  June  16-21  Mark  O'Brien/Paul  Champion 

(Entering  Grades  5.6)     June  30-July  5  Olga  Bailey/Linda  Klinck 

August  4-9  Becky  Carr 


Chi  Rho  Camp  June  9-14 

(Entering  Grades  7,8)     July  7- 1 2 

CYF  Conference  June  23-28 

(Entering  Grades  9-12.  July  14-19 
Completing  12) 


Roger  Gardner/Sue  Gardner 
Mark  Poindexter 

Jenni  Crowley /Charlie  Mennonno 
Mark  Anderson 


Cost 

90.00 

70.00 
70.00 

136.00 
136.00 
136.00 

136.00 
136.00 

148.00 
148.00 


Family  Camp 


Aug.  29-Sept.  1  Carolyn  Scanlan  Varying  Fees 

Camp  forms  are  available  at  the  church  office. 


tea  party 

manners 


Don't  stuff  Yotftf  Face,  ho  mat 
how  delicious  the  c^Kt  \<>, 
Ghecfc  Your  testh  afte** 
eqtina,  p©pft$e€4  caW. 
Don't  eat  an^Wmj  y0o 
or  jwyovie  else  dt^ps  onlhe  f  |^r. 


REGISTER  TODAY  BY  CALLING  THE  CHURCH  OFFICE 

AT  744-3239 
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SERVING  APRIL  27 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.   Eunice  Conrad  &  Kathy  Blocher 
10:45  a.m.   John  Kelly  &  Bill  Franklin 
DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.     M.  Crouse,  D.  Keebortz,  T. 

Knuckles,  J.  Young 
10:45  a.m.   D.  Heimann,  L.  Heimann.  M. 
McDougle,  O.  McDougle,  J.  Mounsey. 

E.  Rieke,  K.  Scott,  E.  Vandergriff ' 

HOMEBOUND  COMMUNION 

R.  Church  -  E.  Place 

J.  Kelly  -  S.  Brickley 

K.  Blocher  -  K.  Place 

A.  Moll  -  J.  McGrew 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

B.  Bier.  S.  Brickley.  E.  Rieke 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

Eve  Gorman  &  Marlene  Crouse 


MONDAY,  APRIL  28 

7:00  p.m.  Married  With  Children  LIFE  Group 

7:30  p.m.  Young  and  the  Restless  LIFE  Group 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  29 

10:00  a.m.  Adventure  Group 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  30 

7:00  p.m.  Jerry  Zehr\s  PRC 

7:00  p.m.  Adventure  Group 

7:00  p.m.  Friends  LIFE  Group  at  Stover's 

THURSDAY.  MAY  1 

5:30  p.m.  Capital  Committee 

5:45  p.m.  Carillon 

7:00  p.m.  By-Laws  Committee 

FRIDAY.  MAY  2 

1 1 :00  p.m.  Food  Bank  Volunteer  Potluck 

SATURDAY,  MAY  3 

9:00  a.m.  Northern  Lights  CWF  SpringVIEW 

9:00  a.m.  Workday  at  Camp  Barbee 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 
SUNDAY,  APRIL  27 

8: 1 5  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 
9:30  a.m.  Adventure  Group 
9:30  a.m.  Church  School 
1 0:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
5:00  p.m.  Adventure  Group 
5:00  p.m.  Youth  Group 
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"In  order 
to  read  a 

word,  a 
child  must 

hear  it 
spoken." 


Volume  54,  No.  17 


WELCOME  DESTIMY...AMD  DOMINQUE  AMD  SCOTT  AMD 

ELIZABETH  AMD  MATWAMiEL  AMD  2TEPHAM  AMD 

JOMATHAM  AMD  BRAMDOM! 


I 


t  isn't  just  in 
Philadelphia  that 
volunteers  are  being 
called  to  action.  Last  Thursday, 
First  Christian  Church  began  our 
own  tutoring  program  for  eight 
students  from  South  Wayne  Ele- 
mentary School.  As  one  of  16 
community  sites  for  the  city 
wide  literacy  effort  called  PRO- 
JECT READS,  our  goal  is  to  de- 
velop effective  reading  skills  in 
all  children  kindergarten 
through  third  grades. 

Teresa  Hatten  is  coordinating 
this  along  with  10  tutors  who  in- 
clude: Diane  Zehr,  Elinor  Place, 
Vince  Wells,  Eunice  Conrad, 
Laura  Whitworth,  George  Cole, 
Marge  Ohr  and  Anne  Moll. 
What  we  have  learned  is  that 


children  cannot  read  a  word  until 
they  have  heard  the  word  spoken. 
So,  we  are  learning  to  enjoy  words 
together  as  a  first  step. 

Each  Thursday  the  school  bus 
drops  off  our  8  children  and  we  all 
gather  for  a  snack  and  joke  time. 
(Question:  Why  did  the  lady  wear 
a  helmet  to  dinner?  Answer:  She's 
on  a  crash  diet).  Then  we  read  lim- 
ericks together.  Then,  for  40  min- 
utes each  child  had  a  one-on-one 
chance  to  choose  a  book  and  read 
with  their  tutors.  We  ended  by 
reading  together  a  Shel  Silverstein 
poem.  The  children  all  said  their 
favorite  part  of  the  hour  was  read- 
ing. We  ask  your  prayers  for  these 
and  all  children  who  are  growing  up 
in  God's  world.  —  Diane 


Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  ana  Rev.  Diane  Zehr 

Pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  S.  Calhoun  Street         Ft.  Wayne,  m  46807 


744-5233 
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From  Here  to  Zehr 


THE  MIGHTY "Z" DUCK 
WINS..... 
Last  Sunday  evening 
the  youth  group  had  a  great  time 
bowling  with  some  of  the  adults  from 
the  church.  There  had  been  a 
challenge  made  to  one  of  our 
ministers,  Rev.  Jerry  Zehr,  that  he 
was  too  old  to  bowl  a  decent  game. 

Even  though  his  average  at  one 
time  was  "152",  no  one  believed  him. 
The  first  game  ended  with  Larry  Brey 
bowling  a  194.  Rev.  Jerry  bowling  a 
175,  and  Christi  Deck  bowling  a  155. 
The  other  youth  and  adults  bowled 
also,  but  there  was  the  three  in 
contention  for  top  honors.  At  the  end 
of  the  second  game,  Christi  Deck  had 
a  total  of  289  (second  game- 136), 
Larry  Brey  had  a  total  of  345  (second 
game-151),  and  the  Reverend  came 
through  with  a  total  of  365  (second 
game- 190). 

The  evening  was  a  lot  of  fun  with 
Christi  Deck,  Lori  Crouter,  Larry 
Brey  and  Jim  Shearer  having  high 
team  score.  Larry  Brey  having  high 
game  of  194,  and  the  Rev.  Jerry 
having  high  individual  total  of  365. 
Melissa  Brey  had  high  game  for  the 
youngest  member  of  youth  group  with 
a  130. 

Congratulations  to  everyone.  We 
love  our  youth!! 

Peace, 


D.M.A.  EVENT. 


i 


A 


X 


"STAY  SAFE" 
SESSION 

A  carry-in  is  planned  for  noon, 
Tuesday,  May  6,  1997  in  Fellowship 
Hall. 

Officer  Wharton,  Fort  Wayne 
Crime  Protection  Bureau,  will  discuss 
personal  and  home  security  measures. 
This  timely  subject  promises  to  be  a 
DON'T  MISS  event! 


ATTENTION  CHOIR! 

The  Chancel  Choir  will  practice  on  the 

following  dates  in  order  to  get  ready  to 

sing  on  Pentecost  Sunday,  May  18: 

Saturday,  May  10  -  3:00  p.m. 

Wednesday,  May  14  -  7:00  p.m. 

Saturday,  May  17  -  1:00  p.m. 
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WORKDAY  AT  BARBEE 

CHRISTIAN  CAMP 

SATURDAY,  MAY  3 

9:00  A.M.-  3 :00  P.M. 

LUNCH  PROVIDED! 

Anyone  interested  in  getting  our  camp 
ready  for  the  coming  season?  This  Saturday, 
May  3rd  promises  to  be  a  great  day  of  fellow- 
ship, food  and  good  hard  work  made  enjoy- 
able by  the  fellowship  with  many  other 
Christian  brothers  and  sisters!  The  First 
Christian  youth  group,  plans  on  participat- 
ing. 

Arrive  at  the  church  no  later  than  8:00 
a.m. 


o    & 


CO 


Vince  Weils  had  back  surgery  on 
Tuesday,  April  29. 

Janet  Weicker  is  home  and  the  results 
were  very  good  after  outpatient  surgery  last 
week. 

Dawn  Pierce  broke  her  ankle. 

Glenn  Miller  has  problems  with  his  leg 
and  Glenn  and  Lola  would  like  your  prayers. 

Our  prayers  are  with  Ray  and  Linda 
Stover  as  their  garage  was  broken  in  to  last 
week. 

Pick  Mev  turned  60  on  April  23  (is  this 
a  joy  or  concern  Dick?). 


ALSO..... 

The  youth  group  will  also  meet  this  com- 
ing Sunday,  May  4  from  5:00  -  7:00  p.m. 

ALSO 

The  Civic  Theatre  and  Physicians  Health 
Plan  will  present  COTTON  PATCH 
GOSPEL,  directed  by  Al  Franklin,  at  the 
Performing  Arts  Center  on  May  9, 10, 1 1, 15, 
16,17,18.  Tickets  are  $14  for  adults  and  $13 
for  seniors  and  $5  for  children  18  and  under, 
with  a  $2  Wings  Club  membership.  Some  of 
the  youth  from  First  Christian  will  be  attend- 
ing on  May  17.  Call  the  Civic  Theatre  box 
office  for  reservations  at  424-5220,  between 


The  Vanderwall  family  wishes  to  thank 
everyone  for  their  prayers  and  cards  during 
the  time  of  Whitney's  surgery  at  Riley 
Hospital. 

She  is  back  home  now  and  doing  much 
better. 
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3FT 

REMEM3ER  OUK 
HOMEKXJND 

REMEMBER  OUR  SHUT-INS  IN  YOUR  PRAYERS 

IN  NURSING  HOMES  &  RETIREMENT  HOMES;  " 

The  Arbors.  2827  Northgate  Blvd.   46835 

Fern  Kenline,  Room  202 

Freda  Flaugh,  Room  301 

Courtland  Health  &  Rehabilitation  Center.  3555  Spy  Run  Ext    46805 

Ardith  Wrisk,  Room  217 

Kingston  Residence.  7515  Winchester  RnaH   46819 

Valetta  Parlette,  Room  410 

Lntheran  Home.  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.   46816 

Marvel  Brickley,  Room  213 

Velma  Hechler,  Room  116 

Mariner  Health  Care  Center.  4430  Elsdale  Drive  46835 

Bernice  Montgomery,  Room  317-1 

Ossian  Health  Care.  215  Davis  Road,  Ossian,  IN  46774 

Dorothy  Green,  Room  301 A 

Riverbend^  75 19  Winchester  Road  46819 

Lou  Simmons,  Room  105-2 

St.  Anne's  Nursing  Home.  1900  Randalia  Drive   46805 

Ressie  Ehresman,  Room  324-B 

Townhouse  Retirement  Center.  2209  St.  Joe  Center  Road  46825 

Glenn  &  Lola  Miller,  Room  20 1W 

AT  HOME: 

Walter  Bowen,  1924  Senior  Drive  46805 

Lucille  Branstrator,  9721  Coverdale  Road  46809 

Jack  &  Emma  Phillips,  1737  Godfrey  Road  46819 

Lila  Russell,  3936  Irene  Court  46808 

Coleen  Wilcoxson  &  Orda  Glentzer,  746  Candlelite  Court  46807 

Charles  Wrisk,  259  E.  Sherwood  Terrace  46807 
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DID 

YOU 

KNOW 


Did  you  know.....ihzt  Eric  McFarland 

had  his  10th  birthday  on  April  30? 

Did  you  know. — that  on  the  first  Sunday 
of  each  month  the  banquet  room  at  MCL 
Cafeteria  has  been  reserved  by  First  Chris- 
tian Church?  We  will  be  dining  there  after 
the  10:45  service.  Come  join  us  for  food 
and  fellowship. 

Did  you  know.»»..ihat  Tammy  Deck 
tested  for  and  earned  a  yellow  belt  in  karate 
on  April  26, 1997? 

Did  you  know„.«.ihat  10  men  will  be  go- 
ing to  the  Promise  Keepers  this  year? 

Did  you  know„^S2  people  have  signed 
up  for  the  Mad  Hatter  Tea  Party  this  Sun- 
day? 

Did  you  know..„.ihat  Charles  Byrket  was 
featured  in  the  News  Sentinel  last  week? 

Did  you  know„«„iha£  Charles  and  Ardith 
Wrisk  have  been  married  for  72  years? 

Did  you  know..„.that  Frank  and  Fran 
Beckwith  have  been  married  for  25  years? 

Did  you  know.....ih2t  Lori  Crouter  and 
Crystal  Holmes  went  to  the  Chi  Rho  Jam  in 
Indy  last  weekend?  Ask  Crystal  about  Jor- 
dan! 

Did  you  A/i<?K\....that  365  cancer  pads 
have  been  made  by  our  sewing  group  for  the 
Allen  County  Cancer  Society  for  use  in  pri- 
vate homes? 


FIRST  CHRISTIAN  IS 

PLANNING  AN  OUTING  TO 

SEE  THE  FORT  WAYNE 

WIZARD'S 

First  Christian 

Church  will  be  going  to  see 
the  Fort  Wayne  Wizard's 
on  Sunday,  July  20.  Re- 
duced rates  for  First  Chris- 
tian members  and  friends 
will  be  available  at  $5.00 
per  ticket  if  purchased  in 
advance. 

You  may  buy  them  at  the  church  office. 
Get  your  order  in  as  soon  as  possible  since 
the  money  has  to  be  in  to  the  Wizards  of- 
fice by  June  1st  Fifty  tickets  have  been 
reserved  for  the  occasion. 

First  Christian  Church  will  be  named  as 
the  church  participating  at  that  days  game 
during  the  course  of  the  contest,  both  on 
the  scoreboard  and  during  the  radios  play- 
by-play  broadcast. 

Come  one,  come  all,  to  the  ball  park  for 
the  Wizard's  game  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
July  20  at  2:00  p.m.  The  little  ones  can  uti- 
lize the  swings  and  slides  for  their  excess 
energies. 


LAST  CHANCE  TO  SIGN  UP 
FOR  DINNERS  OF  EIGHT 

If  you  are  interested  in  signing  up  for 
Dinners  of  Eight,  call  the  church  office  by 
this  weekend. 
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SERVING  MAY  4 
ELDERS 

8:15  a>m.  John  Ohneck  &  Judy  Church 
10:45  a.m.  Eileen  Klepfer  &  Kenneth  Taylor 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.    D.  Schuricht,  M.  Mullen,  J. 

OtU  E./K.  Place 
10:45  a.m.   D.  Bohlen,  K.  Bushey,  C.  Falbe, 
J.  Franklin,  E.  Gorman,  J.  McGrew, 

B,  Smith,  E.  Yeoman 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

G.  Brown,  K,  Bushey,  L.  McFarland 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

Ralph  &  Judy  Church 


SUNDAY.  MAY  4 

8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 

9:30  a.m.  Adventure  Group 

9:30  a.m.  Church  School 

10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 

2:00  p.m.  Mad  Hatter  Tea  Party 

5:00  p.m.  Adventure  Group 

5:00  p.m.  Youth  Group 

MONDAY,  MAY  § 

7:00  p.m.  Married  With  Children  LIFE  Group 

7:30  p.m.  Young  and  the  Restless  LIFE  Group 

TUESDAY.  MAY  6 

12:00  noon  D.M.A.  Potluck 

7:00  p.m.  Elder  s  Meeting 

WEDNESDAY.  MAY  7 

7:00  p.m.  Adventure  Group 

THURSDAY.  MAY  ft 

5:45  p.m.  Carillon 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 
SATURDAY.  MAY  3 

8:00  a.m.  Youth  meet  at  church  to  go  to  Camp 

Barbee 
9:00  a.m.  Workday  at  Camp  Barbee 
9:00  a.m.  Northern  Lights  CWF  Springview 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 

MAY  7-13 

Dave  Arnos(7),  Jackie  Keller(8), 

William  Branstrator(g),  Joan  Franklin(lO). 

Laurie  Berry(12),  Christina  Parker(12), 

Claire  Ewing(12),  Bernice  Schnobel(13), 

Donna  Heimann(  13) 
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Mother's 


Mar  11,1997 


HAPPY 

MOTHER'S 

DAY 


A  GIFT 

IDEA  FOR 

MOTHER'S  DAY 


Do  you  need  a  gift 
idea  for  your 
Mother's  Day  pre- 
sent? Tell  her  you  will  bring  her 
to  worship  this  Sunday!  No 
complaining,  no  resistance,  and 
buy  her  a  flower!  It  will  please 
your  mother  in  heaven  as 
well!! 

The  Bell  Choir  will  be  ring- 
ing and  Rev.  Diane  Zehr  will  be 
preaching  on  the  theme, 
"Encountering  God". 


MAY  18,1997 


PENTECOST  SUNDAY 
MAY  18, 1997 

ONE  SERVICE  -  10:00  A.M. 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL  -  9:00  A.M. 

POTLUCK  DINNER 
AFTER  SERVICE 

This  is  the  final  day  of  our  50 
Day  Adventure  and  we  want  to  cel- 
ebrate the  completion  of  the  jour- 
ney. 

It  is  also  the  empowerment  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  birth  of  the 
church. 

It  will  be  a  great  service  with  a 
dinner  afterwards! ! 


Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  ana  Rev.  Diane  zehr 

Pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  S.  Calhoun  Street         Ft  Wayne,  IN  46807 


744-3239 
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From  Here  to  Zehr 


As  we  come  to  the  end  of 
the  50  Day  Adventure,  we 
will  begin  the  next  part  of 
this  journey.  We  will  come  together 
as  a  congregation  and  discern  what 
God  has  been  revealing  to  us  through 
this  study.  What  is  our  purpose? 
What  should  be  our  ministry  plan  for 
the  next  three  to  five  years?  These 
will  be  the  questions  we  will  try  to 
answer  in  this  discernment  process. 

How  will  we  do  this?  The  elders 
are  meeting  this  week  to  plan  our  next 
step  of  action.  We  will  let  you  know 
once  they  decide. 

I  hope  you  feel  the  same 
importance  I  do  for  us  to  have  a 
ministry  plan.  I  believe  we  need  to 
feel  excited  about  the  direction  our 
church  is  going.  This  direction 
cannot  be  the  vision  of  any  one 
minister,  but  should  be  the  vision  of 
the  people.  The  vision,  of  course,  is 
from  God  but  it  will  be  the 
communities  discernment  that  will 
make  it  become  a  reality. 

See  you  Sunday. 

Peace, 
Jerry 


REAL  DEAL  FOR 
BASEBALL  FANS! 


HEAR     THEE, 
HEAR  THEE! 

Everyone  who  orders 
tickets  for  the  Fort 
Wayne  Wizards  game  on 
Sunday,  July  20th  (there 
are  fifty  available)  can 
also  take  advantage  of  a 
special  deal  later  in  the 
season!  All  can  also  purchase  tickets  at 
HALF  price  for  either  Thursday,  August 
14th  or  Thursday,  August  21st  for  just 
$2.50  for  each  reserved  grandstand  seat! 
How  about  that! 

So,  be  sure  to  get  your  orders  (and 
money)  in  early  to  realize  this  great  bonus! 
In  case  you  haven't  noticed,  the  Wiz- 
ards are  winning  so  far  this  season,  and 
they  have  what  baseball  experts  say,  is  a 
future  major  league  shortstop  in  Luis  Ri- 
vas. 

Drop  your  money  off  at  the  church  of- 
fice as  soon  as  possible  —  $5.00  per  seat. 
The  money  must  go  to  the  Wizards  office 
by  June  20th! 


PLANTING  A  CHURCH 

You  have  an  opportunity  to  join  with  Disciples  around  the  state  of  Indiana  in  planting  new 
Disciple  Churches  in  our  state.  You  can  join  the  church  planters  club  by  donating  $100  through 
this  year  to  our  Regional  Church.  We  hope  to  have  100  people  giving  $100  this  year  to  our 
church  planters  club.  Pledge  cards  will  be  in  the  bulletin  Sunday  or  in  the  church  office. 
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FOOD  DRIVE 


WE  NEED  YOU!  This  Saturday  the  Let- 
ter Carriers  of  Fort  Wayne  will  collect  over 
200.000  pounds  of  food  for  the  Associated 
Churches  Food  Bank,  They  need  our  help. 
If  you  could  help  from  9:00  a.m.  -  12:00 
noon,  12:00  -  3:00  p.m.,  or  3:00  -  6:00  p.m. 
this  Saturday,  May  10  it  would  be  great! 

If  you  can  help  during  some  other  time, 
we  also  could  use  your  help.  This  is  a 
chance  to  show  our  kids  how  to  put  faith 
into  action.  It  is  also  a  chance  to  show  our 
young  people  how  to  help  others. 

If  it  is  like  last  year,  you  will  probably 
find  the  young  people  showing  us  how  to 
help  others.  Please  call  me  at  447-2649  so  I 
can  get  you  on  the  volunteer  list. 

Charlie  Hatten 


mm 

We  wish  to  thank  Laura  McFarland, 
Caren  Wise,  Becca  Widmer,  Lori  Vander- 
griff  and  Diane  Zehr  for  making  the  Mad 
Hatter  Tea  Party  a  fun  time  for  all! 

Also,  a  big  thank  you  to  all  the  men  for  the 
great  tea  party! 

From:  Those  who  attended 


o    & 


CO 


Our  prayers  are  with  Dawn  Pierce  as  she 
fell  and  broke  her  shoulder. 

Congratulations  to  Kristen  &  Alberto 


Pena  in  the  birth  of  a  son.  Alec  Jordan  Pena 


was  born  on  May  2,  1997  in  Florida.    Also, 
congratulations  to  Eric  &  Marilvn  Rieke 


who  are  the  grandparents  and  Gene  &  Eileen 
JQepfer,  great-grandparents! 


UPCOMING  YOUTH 
CALENDAR 

Saturday,  Mav  10  -  canned  food  drive. 
Contact  Charlie  Hatten  at  447-2649  to  find 
out  where  to  meet. 

Sunday,  Mav  11  -  Serve  for  coffee  hour. 

Sunday,  May  18  -  Cook-out  at  Moll's. 
Skating  at  Bell's. 

Saturday,  May  31  -  Yard  work  at 
Franklin's. 
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ATTENTION  CHOIR  AND 
CARILLON  MEMBERS 

It  has  been  a  glorious  year  of 
music-making  at  First  Christian 
and  I  want  to  thank  you  all  for 
the  hard  work  and  dedication  that  is  the 
hallmark  of  all  of  you  involved  in  the 
music  ministry. 

And  now  —  it  is  time  to  party! 
We'll  be  having  our  annual  music  min- 
istry party-  on  the  18th  of  May  at  5:00 
p.m.  at  the  Prechtl's  house  (see  direc- 
tions below). 

Bring  a  covered  dish  and  a  white 
elephant  present,  and  we  will  have  a 
great  time  in  fellowship  together. 

Thank  you  again  and  let's  all  be 
there! 

Your  brother  in  Christ, 
Brian  Prechtl 

DIRECTIONS:  Take  Aboite  Center 
Road  west  from  Jefferson.  After  pass- 
ing over  1-69  you  will  come  to  a  light. 
Proceed  past  light  7/10  of  a  mile  and 
turn  right  into  Aboite  Meadows.  We 
are  the  first  house  on  left  (go  around 
median  and  come  back).  Address: 
4118  Turf  Lane.   Phone:   432-2076. 


DID 

YOU 

KNOW 

■B 

Did  you  know.....thaX  Dawn  Pierce  fell 
and  broke  her  shoulder? 

Did  you  know that   Adam   Falbe 

pitched  a  no-hitter  last  week  in  baseball? 

Did  you  know...,. that  100  persons  at- 
tended the  Mad  Hatter  Tea  Party? 

Did  you  know that  on  Sunday,  May 

18  we  will  only  have  one  worship  service 
at  10:00  a.m.? 

Did  you  know that  Diane  Zehr  in- 
vited Marilyn  Manson  to  dinner? 

Did   you    know Art    and    Marge 

Thomas  are  back  from  Florida  and  Bruce 
and  Ruth  Stone  will  be  home  soon  also? 

Did  you  know Margaret  Prechtl  will 

be  going  to  Japan  for  two  weeks  perform- 
ing concerts  in  our  Sister  City? 

Did  you  know....jQima  Wise  (age  7) 
and  Shelby  McFarland  (age  6)  coordinated 
the  fashion  show  for  the  Mad  Hatter  Tea 
Party  and  did  a  fine  job? 

Did  you  know Steve  Mullen  will 

graduate  from  Washington  University  in 
St  Louis  on  May  16?  He  graduates  with  a 
degree  in  African  Studies. 

(If  you  have  any  tidbits  for  our  new 
article  entitled.  "Did  You  Know"  call  the 
church  office  by  Mondays  at  noon). 
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Many  Doorsteps 


PRAYER  &  SPIRITUALITY 


Basic  Mission  Finance 


"D 


ivided  tongues,  as  of  fire,  ap- 
peared among  them,  and  a 
tongue  rested  on  each  of  them. 

All  of  them  were  filled  with  the  Holy 

Spirit.... "  Acts  2:3-4 


The  descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit  at  the 
first  Pentecost  brought  an  exciting,  quick- 
ening tire  to  the  spirit  of  Christians  as  they 
began  to  share  and  grow  the  church  in  the 
world. 

In  today's  world.  Disciples  ministries 
sustain  our  spirits  as  we  share  the  love  of 
Christ.  Our  1997  Pentecost  Special  Day 
Offering  for  Basic  Mission  Finance  high- 
lights Disciples  Prayer  and 
Spirituality — one  of  our  churchwide  Mis- 
sion Imperatives  passed  by  the  1995  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  When  you  give  to  your 
church's  Pentecost  Special  Day  Offering, 
your  gift  supports  ministries  of  spiritual 
renewal  throughout  North  America  and 
around  the  world.  Those  ministries  in- 
clude: 

•     Homeland  Ministries '  "People  of  the 
Covenant,  "  a  program  of  spiritual  en- 


richment, Bible  study,  and  prayer  for 
small  groups  within  Disciples  congre- 
gations. 

•  Support  to  students  in  our  institutions 
of  higher  education  as  they  follow  a 
call  to  ministry. 

•  Your  church's  presence  throughout 
North  America  and  in  85  countries 
throughout  the  world,  sharing  the 
promise  of  the  Gospel. 

•  Support  for  regions,  as  they  provide 
spiritual  development  and  renewal  to 
pastors. 

Your  gift  also  supports  our  churchwide 
Mission  Imperatives  of  teaching  and 
youth,  care  and  compassion,  and  evange- 
lism. Gifts  work  through  Disciples  con- 
gregations, 36  regions,  1 1  general  ministry 
units,  and  22  Disciples-related  higher  edu- 
cation institutions. 

Give  as  you  have  received.  Remember 
that  your  help  is  needed  to  continue  an  out- 
pouring of  God's  spirit  by  our  church 
throughout  North  America  and  the  world 

Thankyou. 


Attendance 

Budget  Needs 

Actual  Givins 

This  week(4-27) 

187 

$3,523.88 

$2,348.18 

Year-to-date 

183 

$59,905.96 

$55,823.07 
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SERVING  MAY  11 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.   George  Bruckman  &  Bill  Crouse 
10:45  a.m.   Gene  Klepfer  &  Dick  Mey 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 

8:15  a.m.     B.  Bier,  M.  Bier,  G.  Brown 

10:45  a.m.   S.  Brey.  L.  Brey,  E.  Yeoman, 

L.  McFarland,  E.  Vandergriff,  L. 

Vandergriff,  B.  Widmer,  R.  Wise 

HOMEBOUND  COMMUNION 

E.  Klepfer,  E.  Gorman 

K.  Taylor  -  D.  Schuricht 

S.  Hayes  -  O.  McDougle 

J.  Ohneck  -  M.  McDougle 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

G.  Brown,  K.  Bushey,  L.  McFarland 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

Ron  &  Caren  Wise 


MONDAY,  MAY  12 

7:30  p.m.  Young  and  the  Restless  LIFE  Group 

TUESDAY,  MAY  13 

9:00  a.m.  Sewing  Group 

6:30  p.m.  Administrative  Committee 

7:30  p.m.  Board  of  Trustees 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  14 

7:00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir 

THURSDAY,  MAY  15 

3:45  p.m.  Project  READS 

5:45  p.m.  Carillon 

7:00  p.m.  Space  Allocation  Committee 

SATURDAY,  MAY  17 

1:00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 
SATURDAY,  MAY  10 

3:00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir 
SUNDAY,  MAY  11 

8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 

9:30  a.m.  Church  School 

10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
MAY  14-20 

Matthew  Busse(14),  Lila  Russell(15), 

Mary  New(15),  Jane  Rench(16),  Sam 

Hayes(17),  Art  Thomas(18),  Tawnia 

Comer(19),  Jerry  Zehr(19)?  Thelma 

Onion(19),  Earl  Snouffer(19),  Shirley 

Howell(19) 


Published  weekly  by 

First  Christian  Church 

4800  S.  Calhoun  St. 

Ft.  Wayne,  IN 

46807 

RETURN  POSTAGE 

GUARANTEED 


First  Christian 

Church 

(USPS  195-840) 

Periodical 

Postage 

PAID 


FIRST 

CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH 

(Disciples  of  Christ) 


May  14,  1997 


Volume  54,  No.  18 


pepceeosc 


THIS 

SUNDAY, 

MAY  18 


ONE  SERVICE-THIS  SUNDAY,  MAY  1? 

10:00  A.M. 
PENTECOST  CELEBRATION 


This  Sunday  we  will 
celebrate  the  com- 
pletion of  the  50 
Day  Adventure  and  the  birth  of 
the  early  church  at  Pentecost. 
We  will  have  a  guest  artist, 
Aubrey  Anderson,  who  will  sing 
with  our  choir  and  sing  a  solo 
selection  as  well.  Rev.  Zehr  will 
send  us  into  Pentecost  with  a 
sermon     on    the    theme     of 
"Anticipating  a  Great  Future." 
COMPLETION  OF  THE 
50  DAY  ADVENTURE 
9:00  A.M.-S.  S.  HOUR 
During  the  Sunday  School 
hour  we  want  to  invite  everyone 


to  the  Fellowship  Hall  for  a  time  of 
sharing  and  discussion  about  the 
themes  of  our  adventure.  You  do 
not  need  to  belong  to  a  Sunday 
School  class  to  join  in  this  discus- 
sion. This  is  for  everyone  of  the 
church.  It  should  be  an  illuminat- 
ing discussion. 

POTLUCK  DINNER  AFTER 
WORSHIP 

After  the  worship  service  we 
will  have  a  potluck  dinner.  The 
Fellowship  Committee  will  pro- 
vide table  settings  and  drinks. 

All  you  need  to  provide  is  the  food! 


Pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  S.  ealhoun  street        Ft  Wayne,  m  46807 


744-3239 
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From  Here  to  Zehr 


Now  that  we  have  completed 
the  50  Day  Study,  what's 
next?  There  is  a  ministry 
planning  team  that  is  being  selected 
to  take  us  into  our  next  phase.  This 
team  will  meet  through  the  summer  to 
complete  background  information  on: 
demographics  of  the  community, 
needs  assessment  of  surrounding 
areas,  and  strategy  to  develop  a 
mission  plan.  In  September,  the 
congregation  will  come  together  with 
this  information  to  develop  our 
ministry  plan  for  the  next  3-5  years. 

The  T.V.  show,  "Behind  the 
Headlines9',  will  begin  airing  on 
Tuesday,  May  20  at  6:00  p.m.  on 
Channel  10.  Rev.  Mike  Nickleson 
will  be  my  first  guest,  discussing  the 
concerns  of  the  citizen  action 
coalition.  This  is  a  group  of  people 
concerned  about  the  complaints  that 
have  been  made  against  the  police 
over  the  last  couple  of  years.  Is  there 
police  harassment?  Is  this  a  race 
issue?  Are  these  citizens  over 
reacting?  Tune  in,  it  was  an 
interesting  discussion. 

Peace, 

Jerry 


FIRST  CHRISTIAN 

VOCALIST  TO  BE 

HIGHLIGHTED  AT       I 

WIZARD'S 

BALL  GAME! 

The  feature  of  the  day 
at  the  Fort  Wayne  Wizard's 
baseball  game  on  Sunday  af- 
ternoon,  July  20th  at  Memo- 
rial Stadium  will  come  in  the 
bottom  of  the  seventh  inning 
when  the  matchless  Lori 
Crouter  of  First  Christian 
Church  will  warble,  "Take 
Me  Out  To  The  Ballgame!"  Not  only  will 
she  be  heard,  but  she  will  be  seen  as  well,  as 
her  singing  perch  will  be  atop  the  Wizard's 
dugout.  Remember,  this  is  First  Christian 
Church's  day  at  the  ball  park,  when  all  mem- 
bers and  friends  can  acquire  reserved  grand- 
stand tickets  at  the  reduced  rate  of  $5.00  per 
seat.  Also,  this  will  enable  each  ticket  pur- 
chaser to  qualify  for  a  reserved  seat  at  half 
price  at  a  fixture  Wizard's  ball  game  on  one 
of  two  Thursday  night  games  in  August,  for 
only  $2.50  per  seat. 

Get  your  orders  in  now  along  with 
your  cash  to  the  church  office,  where  Diane 
Johnson  will  thank  you  for  your  efforts.  Ou» 
church  will  be  mentioned  on  both  the  sta- 
dium's scoreboard  and  on  the  radio  play-by 
play  broadcast  that  night. 
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JUNE  1  -  9:30  A.M. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

GRADUATION 

"JOURNEY  THROUGH 

THE  BIBLE" 

COMPLETED! 

Can  you  believe  it  has  been  three  years 
that  we  have  been  on  our  Journey  through 
the  Bibie  with  3  year  olds  -  5th  graders? 

Our  journey  is  nearing  the  completion 
and  all  are  invited  to  the  service  of  gradua- 
tion for  those  children  on  June  1  at  9:30  a.m. 

We  hope  parents  and  many  other  adults 
will  come  to  hear  what  the  children  of  our 
church  have  learned  on  their  journey  over 
the  last  3  years. 

Even  if  we're  not  parents,  we  are  still 
proud  of  all  our  children  and  their  teachers 
have  accomplished. 

Come  and  celebrate  with  us  in  the  sanc- 
tuary at  9:30  a.m! 


The  Rachel  Group.... win 

meet  on  Tuesday,  May  20  at  9:30  a.m. 

Show  &  tell  -  favorite  hobby  -  talk  - 
Women  of  the  Bible. 


Congratulations  to  Nakia  and  Jeanne 
Roval  as  their  daughter,  Alexis  Renee,  was 

dedicated  at  worship  last  Sunday. 

Our  sympathy  is  extended  to  Paul  & 
Ruth  Yentes  in  the  death  of  a  brother-in-law 
who  died  in  Florida. 


A  NOTE  FROM 
THE  ELDERS 

At  the  Elders  meeting  on  May  6,  one  of 
the  subjects  discussed  was  the  need  of 
transportation  for  some  of  our  people  who 
are  unable  to  drive.  Comments  were  made 
that  we  have  several  people  who  would  be 
very  happy  to  provide  this  assistance.  We 
would  like  to  know  who  you  are  and 
whether  you  prefer  to  44pick-up"  for  1st  or 
2nd  service.  Please  call  the  church  office 
at  744-3239. 

Mrs.  Beulah  Timmons,  whose  husband 
was  a  "Timothy"  from  our  church  desires 
to  attend,  however,  she  needs  transporta- 
tion. She  lives  on  High  Street  close  to  St. 
Francis  College.  Please  contact  the  office 
so  that  we  may  put  you  in  touch  with 
Beulah. 

George  Brockman 
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ATTENTION  CHOIR  AND 

CARILLON  MEMBERS 

NOTE  CHANGE! 

It  has  been  a  glorious  year  of 
music -making  at  First  Christian 
and  I  want  to  thank  you  all  for 
the  hard  work  and  dedication  that  is  the 
hallmark  of  all  of  you  involved  in  the 
music  ministry. 

And  now  —  it  is  time  to  party! 
We'll  be  having  our  annual  music  min- 
istry party  on  the  21st  of  June  at  1 :00 
p.m.  at  the  Prechtl's  house  (see  direc- 
tions below). 

Bring  a  covered  dish  and  a  white 
elephant  present,  and  we  will  have  a 
great  time  in  fellowship  together. 

Thank  you  again  and  let's  all  be 
there! 

Your  brother  in  Christ, 
Brian  Prechtl 
DIRECTIONS:  Take  Aboite  Center 
Road  west  from  Jefferson.  After  pass- 
ing over  1-69  you  will  come  to  a  light. 
Proceed  past  light  7/10  of  a  mile  and 
turn  right  into  Aboite  Meadows.  We 
are  the  first  house  on  left  (go  around 
median  and  come  back).  Address: 
4118  Turf  Lane.   Phone:   432-2076. 


DID 

YOU 

KNOW 

m 

Did  you  know.....that  approximately  20 
seniors  enjoyed  a  potluck  luncheon  and 
program  last  week  at  the  church? 

Did  you  fof0H>.....Mary  Wilhelm  has 
been  a  volunteer  in  the  church  office  for  12 
years,  and  staples  the  bulletins  every 
week? 

Did  you  know.....that  Jack  Lindsay  do- 
nates the  trash  bags  to  the  church  free  of 
cost? 

Did  you  know.....that  Donald  Smith  is 
going  to  be  91  years  old  on  Sunday,  May 
25?  You  may  send  cards  to  him  at  the  fol- 
lowing address:  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd., 
Apt  E  421,  Fort  Wayne,  IN  46816. 

Did  you  know. — Bill  Crouse  and  Earl 
Plummer  were  back  in  worship  last  Sun- 
day? 

Did  you  know.....Re\.  Jerry  Zehr 
preached  and  35  others  attended  an 
evening  worship  at  the  Renaissance  Baptist 
Church  last  Sunday? 

Did  you  £«0B>.....that  there  is  only  one 
worship  service  this  Sunday  at  10:00  a.m. 

Did  you  know.....that  Bill  Franklin  is 
our  representative  for  the  Church  Planters 
Club? 

(If  you  have  any  tidbits  for  our  new 
article  entitled,  "Did  You  Know"  call  the 
church  office  by  Mondays  at  noon). 


YOUTH  CALENDAR 


Sunday,  May  18  -  Cook-out  at  Moll's,  5:00  p.m.  followed  by  skating  at  Bell's 
in  New  Haven,  6:00  -  8:00  p.m. 

Sunday,  May  25  -  NO  MEETING 

Saturday,  May  31  -  Yard  work  at  Franklin's 

Sunday,  June  1  -  Meeting  5:00  -  7:00  p.m.  Plan  carnival.  Painting  room. 

Sunday,  June  8  -  KIDS  CARNIVAL  -  5:00  -  7:00  P.M. 

Sunday,  June  15  -  NO  MEETING  (FATHER'S  DAY) 

Sunday,  June  22  -  Meeting  5:00  -  7:00  p.m.  Painting  youth  room. 

Sunday,  June  29  -  Meeting  5:00  -  7:00  p.m.  Paint  and  play. 
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JUNE1 

GRADUATE 
RECOGNITION  DAY 

For  many  students  among  us, 
June  marks  an  ending  and  a  be- 
ginning. Our  church  family  cel- 
ebrates this  milestone  in  their  lives  on  June 
1  during  the  10:45  service. 

Following  are  the  names  we  are  aware 
of  who  are  graduating:  Jason  Cobb,  Chan- 
dra Duncan,  Adam  Falbe,  Lisa  Bond,  Josie 
Quick,  Kristie  Howard,  Steve  Mullen, 
Barb  Hayes,  Christi  Deck. 

Those  who  are  with  us  in  worship  on 
Sunday,  June  1,  will  be  recognized. 

If  your  name  is  not  on  this  list,  and  you 
are  graduating,  please  let  us  know! 


JUNE  14 

RUMMAGE  SALE  AT 

RC.C. 


/t's  time  to  bring  your  garage  sale 
best  to  the  church  for  our  annual 
Rummage  Sale. 
We  also  need  workers  to  help  sort, 
price  and  sell  on  that  day  and  during  the 
week  before. 

Our  organizer  this  year  is  Judy  Church, 
so  please  tell  her  or  Diane  Zehr  if  you  are 
able  to  help. 

You  can  put  items  for  the  sale  in  fel- 
lowship hall  on  the  stage. 


/  want  to  thank  every  one  for  their  phone  calls,  prayers,  and 
cards  that  were  sent  to  me  during  the  time  of  my  back  surgery,  and 
my  recovery  at  home.  Thank  you  so  much. 

Vince  Wells 


This  week(5-4) 
Year-to-date 


Attendance 

212 
185 


Budget  Needs 

$3,523.88 
$63,429.84 


Actual  Giving 

$5,990.66 
$61,813.73 


MAY  14,  1997 


TIDING 


PAGE  SIX 


TO:  THE  STAFF, 

MEMBERS, 

AND  FRIENDS 

OF  FIRST 

CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH 


It  is  with  a  good  deal  of  diffi- 
culty, and  with  lots  of  prayer 
and  guidance,  that  I  must  an- 
nounce my  resignation  as  church  secre- 
tary of  First  Christian  Church  effective 
May  23,  1997. 

This  decision  was  not  an  easy  one  to 
make,  Being  secretary  here  for  almost 
18  years  has  been  a  very  important  part 
of  my  life.  I  have,  at  many  times,  felt 
more  connected  to  First  Christian  than  I 
have  to  my  own  church  home.  The  many 
friends  that  I  have  made  over  the  past 
years  will  never  be  forgotten.  You  have 
all  touched  my  life  in  many  ways  and 
will  be  remembered  always. 

I  will  be  more  than  happy  to  assist  the 
church  in  the  next  two  weeks  in  order  to 
make  this  transition  easier  for  all. 

Thank  you  for  all  the  wonderful  years 
we  have  shared  together. 

Sincerely, 


Diane  Johnson 


P.S.  I  have  accepted  the  position  of  Ex- 
ecutive Secretary  to  the  President  of 
Dreibelbiss  Title  Company. 


OuA     c*^ 


This  is  the  time  to  put  on  your  calen- 
dar our  week  of  Vacation  Bible  School. 
This  year  we  have  a  detective  theme. 
Join  the  F.B.I.  (Fabulous  Bible  Investi- 
gators), and  learn  how  we  received 
God's  Holy  word  throughout  the  cen- 
turies and  into  our  hands  for  this  present 
day. 

Secret  codes,  how  the  message  sur- 
vived, how  it  was  given,  who  put  the 
Bible  together,  and  other  topics  like  this 
will  be  investigated  in  our  Investigation 
Room,  our  Laboratory,  our  Rapid  Re- 
sponse Room  and  in  Break  Time. 

A  class  for  adults  will  be  taught  by 
Dr.  George  Mather,  retired  former  pastor 
of  First  Presbyterian  Church. 

It's  an  all  church,  all  age  event. 

DISCOVER  VACATION  BIBLE 

SCHOOL  AT  FIRST  CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH 
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HOMEPOUND 

REMEMBER  OUR  SHUT-INS  IN  YOUR  PRAYERS 
IN  NURSING  HOMES  &  RETIREMENT  HOMES: 
The  Arbors,  2827  Northgate  Blvd.   46835 
Fern  Kenline,  Room  202 
Freda  Flaugh,  Room  301 

Courtland  Health  &  Rehabilitation  Center,  3555  Spy  Run  Ext.  46805 
Ardith  Wrisk,  Room  217 

Kingston  Residence,  7515  Winchester  Road  46819 
Valetta  Parlette,  Room  410 
Lutheran  Home,  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.   46816 
Marvel  Brickley,  Room  213 
Velma  Hechler,  Room  1 16 

Mariner  Health  Care  Center,  4430  Elsdale  Drive  46835 
Bernice  Montgomery,  Room  317-1 

Ossian  Health  Care,  215  Davis  Road,  Ossian,  IN  46774 
Dorothy  Green,  Room  301 A 
Riverbend,  7519  Winchester  Road  46819 
Lou  Simmons,  Room  105-2 

St.  Anne's  Nursing  Home,  1900  Randalia  Drive  46805 
Ressie  Ehresman,  Room  324-B 

Townhouse  Retirement  Center,  2209  St.  Joe  Center  Road  46825 
Glenn  &  Lola  Miller,  Room  20 1W 
AT  HOME: 

Walter  Bowen,  1924  Senior  Drive  46805 
Lucille  Branstrator,  9721  Coverdale  Road  46809 
Jack  &  Emma  Phillips,  1737  Godfrey  Road  46819 
Lila  Russell,  3936  Irene  Court  46808 

Donald  &  Sarah  Smith,  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.,  Apt.  E421  46816 
Coleen  Wilcoxson  &  Orda  Glentzer,  746  Candlelite  Court  46807 
Charles  Wrisk,  259  E.  Sherwood  Terrace  46807 
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SERVING  MAY  18 

ONE  WORSHIP  SERVICE 

10:00  A.M. 

ELDERS 

10:00  a.m.  Charles  McGrew  &  John  Kelly 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 

10:00  a.m.  D.  Heimann,  L.  Hermann,  M. 

McDougle,  O.  McDougle,  J.  Mounsey,  E. 

Rieke,  K.  Scott,  E.  Yeoman 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

A.  Cook,  J.  McGrew,  J.  Mounsey 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

Ken  Taylor  &  Bob  Smith 


MONDAY.  MAY  19 

7:00  p.m.  Married  With  Children  LIFE  Group 
7:30  p.m.  Young  and  the  Restless  LIFE  Group 
TUESDAY,  MAY  20 
9:30  a.m.  Rachel  Circle 
7:00  p.m.  W.O.E.  Committee 
THURSDAY.  MAY  22 
3:45  p.m.  Project  READS 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 
SATURDAY.  MAY  17 

1 :00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir 
SUNDAY.  MAY  18 

9:00  a.m.  Church  School 

10:00  a.m.  ONE  Worship  Service 

5:00  p.m.  Youth  Group  cook-out  at  Moll's 

followed  by  skating  at  Bell's  in  New  Haven, 

6:00-8:00  p.m. 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 

MAY  21-27 
Bob  Hendricks(21 ),  Lori 
Vandergriff(2 1 ),  Amy  Jenkins(21), 
Jenny  Zumwalt(22),  Jay  Bixenman(23), 
Jennifer  Mounsey(23),  Virginia 
Bruckman(25),  Donald  C.  Smith(25), 
Harold  Nordblom(26),  Kristin  Pena(26), 
Jenny  Baitz(27),  Ron  Wise(27) 
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GOING 
AWAY 
PARTY 
FOR  DIANE 
JOHNSON- 
JUNE  1- 
SEE  "HERE 
TO  ZEHR" 
ARTICLE 


JUME1 

GRADUATE 

RECOGNITION  DAY 


For  many  students 
among  us,  June  marks 
an  ending  and  a  be- 
ginning. Our  church  family  cel- 
ebrates this  milestone  in  their 
lives  on  June  1  during  the  10:45 
service. 

Following  are  the  names  we 
are  aware  of  who  are  graduat- 
ing: Jason  Cobb,  Chandra  Dun- 
can, Adam  Falbe,  Lisa  Bond, 
Kristie  Howard,  Steve  Mullen, 
Barb  Hayes,  Christi  Deck.  If 
your  name  is  not  on  this  list,  and 
you  are  graduating,  please  let  us 
know! 

Those  who  are  with  us  in 
worship  on  Sunday,  June  1,  will 
be  recognized. 


JUNE  1-22  GRADUATION 

"JOURNEY  THROUGH 

THE  BIBLE"  COMPLETED 


Can  you  believe  it  has 
been  three  years  that 
we  have  been  on  our 
Journey  through  the  Bible  with 
3  year  olds  -  5th  graders? 

Our  journey  is  nearing  the 
completion  and  all  are  invited  to 
the  service  of  graduation  for 
those  children  on  June  1  at  9:30 
a.m. 

We  hope  parents  and  many 
other  adults  will  come  to  hear 
what  the  children  of  our  church 
have  learned  on  their  journey 
over  the  last  3  years. 

Even  if  we're  not  parents  we 
are  still  proud  of  all  our  chil- 
dren, and  their  teachers,  have 
accomplished. 


Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  and  Rev.  Diane  zehr 

Pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  s.  Calhoun  street        Ft  Wayne,  in  46807 


744-3239 
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From  Here  to  Zehr 


i 


t  was  a  shock  to  all  of  us  to 
find  out  that  Diane  Johnson 
would  be  leaving  as  our 
church  secretary.  Eighteen  years  is  a 
long  time!  We  have  been  fortunate  to 
have  someone  of  the  caliber  of  Diane 
Johnson  as  our  secretary  for  so  many 
years.  We  are  happy  for  her  in  her 
new  job,  but  sad  for  us  to  lose 
someone  who  has  been  such  a 
valuable  asset  to  our  congregation. 

On  June  1,  during  the  second 
service,  we  will  recognize  Diane 
Johnson  for  her  many  years  of 
service. 

If  you  would  like  to  contribute 
money  to  this  love  offering,  send  your 
check  or  money  to  the  church  and 
mark  it,  "Secretaries  Gift."  That 
way,  the  money  will  not  go  in  to  the 
general  fund. 

I  will  be  collecting  the  gifts  so 
Diane  will  not  see  them  before  June 
1. 

Diane's  last  day  is  Friday,  May  23 
so  give  her  a  call  to  express  your 
appreciation. 

Peace, 

Jerry 


GET  YOUR  RESERVA- 
TIONS AND  MONEY 
IN  TO  THE  CHURCH 

OFFICE  FOR  THE  WIZ- 
ARD'S  BALL  GAME 

We  are  just  a  little  under 
a  month  before  the  CASH  is 
due  in  to  the  First  Christian 
Church  office  for  the  Fort 
Wayne  Wizard's  baseball 
game  on  Sunday,  July  20  at 
Memorial  Stadium. 

The  cash  must  be  re- 
turned to  the  Wizard's  office 
one  month  before  the  game.  That  means  that 
the  money  must  be  in  to  the  church  office  by 
June  20th!  Please  order  your  tickets  and 
bring  in  your  money  by  then. 

There  are  50  reserved  seats  available  at 
last  report.  The  reduced  rate  is  only  $5.00 
per  ticket.  This  will  also  give  you  a  chance 
to  purchase  other  tickets  at  HALF  of  that 
price  or  at  $2.50  per  seat  for  a  Thursday 
evening  game  in  August.  How  about  that? 

Remember,  First  Christian's  Lori  Crouter 
will  sing,  "Take  Me  Out  to  the  Ball  Game" 
(live  and  in  color)  prior  to  the  seventh  inning 
stretch! 

See  you  at  the  game  on  July  20,  a  Sunday 
afternoon  at  2:00  p.m. 
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A  SUMMER  ADULT 

S.S.  CLASS 

BEGINS  JUNE  8 

rhe  Gospel  Seekers  Class  wel- 
comes all  visitors  to  a  three 
month  study  of  the  book  of 
Revelation.  We  will  view  the  book  as 
one  of  splendid  worship,  and  of  hope 
for  the  future  —  not  as  a  strange  book  of 
horrors. 

We  will  be  using  the  Kerygma  pro- 
gram, but  you  need  not  buy  a  study  book 
unless  you  want  to. 

Bring  your  Bible.  We  meet  in  the 
Board  Room  at  9:30  a.m.  beginning  June 
8. 


MISSING  ITEMS  FROM 
CHURCH  ARE  NEEDED! ! 


Do  you  know  the  whereabouts  of  the  fol- 
lowing items? 

2VCR'S 

EXTENSION  CORDS 

TOWELS  FROM  KITCHEN 

Please  look  around  your  home  to  see  if 

there  is  something  that  you  may  have  that 

needs  to  be  returned  to  the  church. 


Glenn  D.  Miller  has  gone  home  from  St. 
Joseph  Medical  Center  as  well  as  George 
Cole. 

Congratulations  to  David  L.  Ha  mm  as 

he  graduated  from  Harvey  Mudd  College  last 
Sunday  with  a  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science 
in  Computer  Science. 


SENIOR 

hi6hli6ht$ 

The  D.M.A.  (Don't  Mention 
Age)  group  will  be  going  to 
the  Window  Garden  on  Tues- 
day, June  10,  1997  (NOTE  DATE 
CHANGE)  at  12:00  noon  for  lunch. 

After  lunch,  we  will  be  going  to  the 
Historical  Museum. 


nmrnmrnm 


Museum 
Trip 


m^m^mm 
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ATTENTION  CHOIR  AND 

CARILLON  MEMBERS 

NOTE  CHANGE! 

It  has  been  a  glorious  year  of 
music-making  at  First  Christian 
and  I  want  to  thank  you  all  for 
the  hard  work  and  dedication  that  is  the 
hallmark  of  all  of  you  involved  in  the 
music  ministry. 

And  now  —  it  is  time  to  party! 
Well  be  having  our  annual  music  min- 
istry party  on  the  21st  of  June  at  1 :00 
p.m.  at  the  PrechtPs  house  (see  direc- 
tions below). 

Bring  a  covered  dish  and  a  white 
elephant  present,  and  we  will  have  a 
great  time  in  fellowship  together. 

Thank  you  again  and  let's  all  be 
there! 

Your  brother  in  Christ, 
Brian  Prechtl 
DIRECTIONS:  Take  Aboite  Center 
Road  west  from  Jefferson.  After  pass- 
ing over  1-69  you  will  come  to  a  light. 
Proceed  past  light  7/10  of  a  mile  and 
turn  right  into  Aboite  Meadows.  We 
are  the  first  house  on  left  (go  around 
median  and  come  back).  Address: 
4118  Turf  Lane.   Phone:   432-2076. 


DID 

YOU 

KNOW 

m 

Did  you  know.....that  800  of  our  Miles 
for  Mission  were  spent  within  the  church, 
and  400  were  beyond  the  church? 

Did  you  know.....ihat  Jewel  Byrket  has 
been  the  "chief '  person  in  charge  of 
preparing  the  mailing  of  our  weekly 
newsletter,  The  Tidings,  for  13  years?  Bill 
and  Jo  Franklin  have  also  helped  weekly 
for  10  years!  Many  thanks  to  all  of  the  vol- 
unteers who  help  in  this  mailing  every 
week:  Jessie  Fern  Woodward,  Ruth 
Yentes,  Mark  Snyder,  and  Jackie  Keller. 

Did  you  know.....that  Linda  Deck 
baked  and  decorated  the  birthday  cakes  for 
Jerry  Zehr?  They  were  beautiful  and  deli- 
cious! 

Did  you  know.....Xhat  Jim  Davis  sand 
the  Alma  Mater  songs  for  the  rUPUT  Com- 
mencement services  last  weekend? 

Did  you  know.....that  Janet  Weicker  is 
also  back  at  church? 

Did  you  know.....ihat  we  will  not  have  a 
newsletter  next  week  because  of  the 
Memorial  Day  Holiday? 

(If  you  have  any  tidbits  for  our  new 
article  entitled,  "Did  You  Know"  call  the 
church  office  by  Mondays  at  noon). 
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The  Associated  Churches  Food  Bank 
Steering  Committee  would  like  to  thank 
First  Christian  Church  for  sharing  the  gifts 
of  Bill  Franklin,  Ed  Allen,  Anne  and  Katie 
Moll,  Leo  and  Donna  Heimann  and  Megan 
McEvoy.  They  sorted  and  boxed  a  semi- 
trailer of  food  in  a  single  afternoon. 
Thanks  to  the  hard  work  of  the  letter  carri- 
ers and  numerous  other  organizations 
around  Allen  County  we  raised  over 
200,000  pounds  of  food  for  our  26  food 
banks. 

Youth  groups  and  school  groups  will  be 
working  over  the  next  month  at  the  main 
warehouse  to  prepare  the  food  for  delivery 
to  the  food  banks.  If  you  would  like  to 
help  at  the  main  warehouse  call  the  Asso- 
ciated Churches  office  at  422-3528. 


JUNE  14 
RUMMAGE  SALE  AT 

F.C.C. 
9:00  A.M.  -  2:00  P.M. 


I   t's  time  to  bring  your  garage 

I    sale  best  to  the  church  for  our 

'     annual  Rummage  Sale. 

We  also  need  workers  to  help  sort, 

price  and  sell  on  that  day  and  during  the 

week  before. 

Our  organizer  this  year  is  Judy  Church, 
so  please  tell  her  or  Diane  Zehr  if  you  are 
able  to  help. 

You  can  put  items  for  the  sale  in  fel- 
lowship hall  on  the  stage. 


Due  to  the  Memorial  Day  Holiday  on  Monday,  May  26 
the  church  office  will  be  closed,  therefore  there  will  not  be 
a  newsletter  that  week. 


This  week(5-4) 
Year-to-date 


Attendance 

221 
187 


Budget  Needs 

$3,523.88 
$66,953.72 


Actual  Giving 

$3,401.66 
$65,215.39 
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HISTORICAL  COMMITTEE 


We  are  in  process  of  gathering 
church  history.  We  believe  this  is 
not  just  a  one  person  responsibility. 
We  do  not  anticipate  selecting  a 
room  for  this  info.  We  need  to  ap- 
proach this  with  the  thought  in  mind 
of  having  our  history  placed 
throughout  the  church  building  so 
that  we  have  a  constant  reminder  of 
the  foresight  our  precesses  provided 
for  us.  It  is  sometimes  necessary  to 
k4look~back"  on  history  to  renew  our 
goals  to  the  future. 

We  would  like  to  have  six  to 
eight  people  that  will  be  able  to  de- 
note time  to  this  program.  Please 
contact  the  office. 

George  Bruckman 


NEW  DISCOVERY 


We  have  discovered  a  long  time  member 
of  our  church  is  living  at  the  Lutheran  Home 
on  S.  Anthony.  This  discovery  came  about 
because  of  Marvel  Brickley's  residence 
there.  Marvel  informed  us  of  this  person, 
however,  we  were  unable  to  verify  her  mem- 
bership with  the  church.  We  started  tracing 
from  1924  to  present  year  without  success. 
However,  we  learned  that  she  just  celebrated 
her  100th  birthday  on  April  23,  1997,  so  we 
went  back  into  the  archives  and  found  she, 
Maude  Goodrich,  joined  our  congregation 
in  1917. 

Maude  is  very  alert  and  loves  to  have  vis- 
itors. We  are  placing  her  on  our  communion 
list  and  homebound  visitation. 


ATTENTION 
GOLFERS 


We  need  you  to  help  make  the  4th  Annual 
One  Church-One  Offender  Golf  Outing  a 
success.  Join  us  on  Thursday,  June  26  for 
fun,  fellowship  and  golf.  You  can  form  your 
own  4  person  team  or  we  will  form  a  team 
for  you.  If  you  would  like  to  help  a  great 
organization  by  playing  or  pledging,  call 
George  Davis,  Jim  Bushey,  Ron  Wise,  Char- 
lie Hatten  or  the  church  office.  Pledges  are 
$25.00  for  individuals  of  $100.00  for  busi- 
nesses. The  cost  to  play  is  $40.00  per  player. 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 

SUNDAY,  MAY  25 

8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 

9:30  a.m.  Church  School 

1 0:45  p.m.  Second  Worship  Service 

MONDAY.  MAY  26 

OFFICE  CLOSED 

TUESDAY,  MAY  27 

9:00  a.m.  Sewing  Group 

THURSDAY,  MAY  29 

3:45  p.m.  Project  READS 

SUNDAY,  JUNE  1 

8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 

9:30  a.m.  S.S.  Graduation 

10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 

TUESDAY,  JUNE  3 

7:00  p.m.  Elder's  Meeting 

************************************ 

SUNDAY,  JUNE  8  -  9:30  A.M. 
CONGREGATIONAL  MEETING 
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REMEMBER  OUR 
HOMEKXJND 

REMEMBER  OUR  SHUT-INS  IN  YOUR  PRAYERS 

IN  NURSING  HOMES  &  RETIREMENT  HOMES: 

The  Arbors,  2827  Northgate  Blvd.  46835 

Fern  Kenline,  Room  202 

Freda  Flaugh,  Room  301 

Courtland  Health  &  Rehabilitation  Center,  3555  Spy  Run  Ext.  46805 

Ardith  Wrisk,  Room  217 

Kingston  Residence,  7515  Winchester  Road  46819 

Valetta  Parlette,  Room  410 

Lutheran  Home,  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.   46816 

Marvel  Brickley,  Room  213 

Maude  Goodrich,  Room  107 

Velma  Hechler,  Room  1 16 

Mariner  Health  Care  Center,  4430  Elsdale  Drive  46835 

Bernice  Montgomery,  Room  317-1 

Ossian  Health  Care,  215  Davis  Road,  Ossian,  IN  46774 

Dorothy  Green,  Room  301 A 

Riverbend,  7519  Winchester  Road  46819 

Lou  Simmons,  Room  105-2 

St.  Anne's  Nursing  Home,  1900  Randalia  Drive  46805 

Ressie  Ehresman,  Room  324-B 

Townhouse  Retirement  Center,  2209  St.  Joe  Center  Road  46825 

Glenn  &  Lola  Miller,  Room  20 1W 

AT  HOME: 

Walter  Bowen,  1924  Senior  Drive  46805 

Lucille  Branstrator,  9721  Coverdale  Road  46809 

Jack  &  Emma  Phillips,  1737  Godfrey  Road  46819 

Lila  Russell,  3936  Irene  Court  46808 

Donald  &  Sarah  Smith,  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.,  Apt.  E421   46816 

Coleen  Wilcoxson  &  Orda  Glentzer,  746  Candlelite  Court  46807 

Charles  Wrisk,  259  E.  Sherwood  Terrace  46807 
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SERVING  MAY  25 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.  Anne  Moll  &  Judy  Church 
10:45  a.m.  Eileen  Klepfer  &  Bill  Franklin 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 

8:15  a.m.  D.  Schuricht,  M.  Mullen,  J.  Ott 

10:45  a.m.  D.  Bohlen,  K.  Bushey,  C.  Falbe, 

J.  Franklin,  E.  Gorman,  J.  McGrew,  B. 

Smith,  B.  Widmer 

HOMEBOUND  COMMUNION 

J.  Kelly  -  L.  Heimann 

D.  Mey  -  E.  Rieke 

K.  Ohneck  -  R.  Wise 

K.  Blocher  -  E.  Yeoman 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

A.  Cook,  J.  McGrew,  J,  Mounsey 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

E.  Gorman  &  M.  Crouse 


SERVING  JUNE  1 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.  John  Ohneck  &  Kathy  Blocher 
10:45  a.m.  Ken  Taylor  &  Sam  Hayes 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 

8:15  a.m.  B.  Bier,  M.  Bier,  G.  Brown,  J.  Young 

10:45  a.m.  L.  Brey,  S.  Brickley,  M.  McDougle, 

O.  McDougle,  J.  Mounsey,  E.  Vandergriff,  L. 

Vandergriff,  R.  Wise 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

D.  Keebortz,  B.  Smith,  B.  Widmer 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

Ralph  &  Judy  Church 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 

MAY  28-JUNE  10 

Gene  Klepfer(28),  Pat  Mullen(28), 

Jenny  Zumwalt(28),  Molly  Baughman(29), 

Carolyn  Austin(29),  Wayne  Penny(31),  Diane 

Howard(31),  Mike  McFarland(l),  David 

Rinker(5),  Ralph  Church(6),  Spiro  Olym- 

pidis(6),  Elissabeth  01son(8),  Lillian 
Crain(9),  Don  Oden(9),  Jane  Harts(9),  Vir- 
ginia Englehart(9),  Bill  Howard(lO) 
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RUMMAGE  and  BAKE  SALE 
JUNE14,9:00am-2:00|>m 


We  are  planning  for  the  fellowship 
hall  to  be  filled  with  treasures" 
for  all  and  lots  of  homemade 
good  things  to  eat  on  Saturday, 
June  14. 

Even  if  you  don't  want  to  "rummage" 
you  can  still  find  something  in  the  bake 
sale  that  will  tempt  your  tastebuds. 

Judy  Church  is  this  years  '  organizer 
and  she  would  love  to  hear  from  you  in 
the  following  ways: 

1 )  Bring  your  donations  to  the  stage 
in  the  fellowship  hall. 

2)  Bring  some  homemade  baked 
goods  on  that  Saturday  (and  let  her  know 
they  are  coming). 

3)  Call  her  to  help  sort  and  price  dur- 
ing the  week  next  week. 

4)  Call  her  if  you  can  help  the  day  of 
the  sale. 

Proceeds  this  year  will  be  given  to  the 
Walk  to  Bethlehem  fund  and  C.W.F. 
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JOIN  the  F.B.I. 
(FABULOUS  BIBLE 
INVESTIGATORS) 


Enclosed  in  this  newsletter  is  a 
green  brochure  that  gives  you  all 
the  scoop  about  VBS  this  year. 
All  we  need  is  YOU,  YOUR 
CHILDREN,  OUR  FRIENDS  AND 
FAMILY,  AND  OUR  NEIGHBORS 
to  make  the  week  a  lot  of  fun  and 
faith-filled. 

Please  give  this  brochure  to  some- 
one you  would  like  to  invite  to  partici- 
pate. 

Our  adult  class  this  year  will  be 
taught  by  Rev.  George  Mather,  a  noted 
Fort  Wayne  author  and  historian  and 
retired  Presbyterian  minister. 

Call  the  church  office  to  let  us 
know  that  you  and  others  WILL  BE 
ATTENDING. 


d 


r 


Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  and  Rev.  Diane  Zehr 
Pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

<*a!houn  street         Ft  Wayne,  IN  46807 


4800  S.  *, 


744-3239 


FAGE  TWO 


TIDINGS 


JUNE  11,  199 


From  Here  to  Zehr 


It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we 
have  given  our  letter  of 
resignation  to  the  board  of 
Trustees.  Our  last  Sunday  in  worship 
will  be  August  17.  We  will  be 
moving  to  Florence  Kentucky  (eight 
miles  south  of  Cincinnati)  where 
Diane  and  I  will  be  Co-pastors  of 
Florence  Christian  Church.  This  has 
been  a  difficult  decision  for  us  to 
make  because  of  the  friendships  we 
have  made  with  many  of  you.  It  was 
especially  hard  to  tell  the  youth  of 
our  departure  because  of  all  the  wild 
times  we  have  had  together  over  the 
past  six  years. 

One  thing  you  could  say  about  the 
last  six  years,  they  weren't  dull!  From 
having  the  Walk  to  Bethlehem, 
Vacation  Bible  School,  the 
renovation  of  the  building,  the 
worship  experiences  with  music  and 
drama,  etc.,  it  has  been  a  great  time 
for  us. 

Marge  (Diane's  mother)  will  move 
with  us,  but  Lori  is  going  to  stay  in 
Fort  Wayne.  We  are  putting  our 
house  up  for  sale,  so  if  you  know 
anyone  who  wants  an  English  Tudor 
with  and  apartment  in  the  back,  let  us 
know. 

We  look  forward  to  sharing  the 
next  two  months  together  as  we 
prepare  for  our  departure.  Thank-you 
for  all  you  have  given  to  Diane  and 
me  over  the  last  six  years,  we  have 


truly  been  blessed. 

Blessings, 
Jerry 
P.S.  We   want   to  thank   Steve 

Vachon  for  his  work  over  the  last  six 
months  as  our  student  minister.  He 
will  be  completing  his  time  in  this 
position  as  of  June  15   , 

Also,  Dianne  Dunn  is  our  new 
secretary.  Her  office  hours  will  be 
8:00-4:30.  We  are  glad  to  have 
another  Dianne  on  staff  with  us. 
Please  make  her  feel  welcome. 


DEADLINE  FOR 
WIZARDS  TICKETS  !  ! 


I      he  deadline  for  ordering  Fort  Wayne 

Wizards    baseball    tickets   is    fast 

approaching.    By  Friday.  June  20th  the 

minimum  of  50    tickets  must  be  paid  for 

and  the  money  in  to  the  Wizards  office  ! 

Please  get  your  money  in  to  the  church 
office  by  then,  so  it  can  be  relayed  to  the 
baseball  office. 

The  game  is  on  Sunday  afternoon,  July 
20th  at  two  o'clock  with  Lori  Crouter  of 
First  Christian  Church,  singing,  "Take  Me 
Out  to  the  Ballgame"  at  the  stretch  half  of 
the  seventh  inning  !   Our  church  will  also 
be  mentioned  during  the  play-by-play  of 
the  game  on  the  radio  —  and  on  the 
scoreboard  at  the  park.  Should  be  quite  a 
day  at  the  ballpark  for  First  Christian 
Church.    Get  your  money  in  now  —  and 
see  you  at  the  Municipal  stadium  on  July 
20th! 
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Thanks  to  Those  Who 

Passed  On  the  Faith  This 

Year! 

As  school  years  end,  we  are  mindful  of 
those  who  are  graduating  and  those 
who  are  growing  every  year.  It  also 
reminds  us  that  this  is  possible  because 
teachers  and  mentors  and  adult  friends  take 
the  time  to  care  for  new  generations  of  the 
children  of  God 

We  at  First  Christian  want  to  recognize 
those  folks  who  have  shepherded,  taught, 
loved,  and  cared  for  our  youngest,  our  chil- 
dren, and  our  teens. 

Last  Sunday  plaques  were  presented  to 
Lori  Vandergriff,  Laura  McFarland,  Anne 
Moll.  Donna  McEvov-Heimann  and  Diane 
Bohlen  for  their  three  year  commitment  of 
taking  our  children  through  a  "Journey  of 
the  Bible".  Kris  Ohneck  received  a  plaque 
for  her  work  with  our  youth  last  year. 

We  also  recognized  four  leaders  of  our 
Children  and  Worship  time,  these  include 
Teresa  Hatten,  Caren  Wise,  Eunice  Con- 
rad, and  Julia  Arnold. 

Our  teachers  of  the  adult  SS  classes  in- 
clude, Glenn  Miller,  Jack  Weicker,  Bill 
Franklin.  Roger  Moll,  and  Eunice  Conrad. 

We  know  and  appreciate  their  consis- 
tent and  excellent  work  with  the  adults  of 


our  church. 

We  are  also  grateful  to  Eunice  Conrad  for 
preparing  our  3-5th  graders  for  worship. 

Lori  Crouter,  Larry  Brey,  Roger  and  Anne 
Moll.  Donna  McBvov-Heiman,  Steye  and  Amy 
Vachon  have  been  friends  and  mentors  to  our 
teenagers  this  year  and  we  are  grateful  to  them. 

Last  spring  our  mentors  included  the  coordi-  • 
nator  Brenda  Kelly  and  mentors  Julia  Arnold, 
Larry  Brey,  Eunice  Conrad,  Eve  Gorman,  Brenda 
Kelly  and  Rebecca  Krull,  Richard  Mey  ,Charles 
and  Jean  McGrew,  Kris  Ohneck,  Sharon  Pauley, 
Estel  and  Lori  Vandergriff.  Your  have  given  of 
yourself  and  your  faith  and  we  are  grateful.  God 
is  too. 


o     &     co 

Our  sympathy  and  prayers  goes  to 
the  families  of  Walter  Bowen  who  died 
suddenly  on  June  5,  1997  and  Marvel 
Brieklev  who  died  June  8,  1997. 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 
SUNDAY,  JUNE  15-  FATHER'S  DAY 

8:15  a,m.  First  Worship  Service 

9:30  a.m.  Church  School 

10:45  p.m.  Second  Worship  Service 

TUESDAY.  JUNE  17 

7:00  p.m.  W.O.E.  Committee  meeting 

SATURDAY.  JUNE  21 

1:00  p.m.  Choir  Party 

SUNDAY.  JUNE  22 

8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 

9:30  a.m.  Church  School 

9:30  a.m.  Congregational  Meeting 

10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
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Dear  Friends  and  Members  of  First  Chris- 
tian Church, 
I  wish  to  thank  the  many  thoughtful 
people  who  sent  cards  and  notes,  congratula- 
tions and  best  wishes,  and  also  for  the  gener- 
ous money  donation  from  everyone. 

I  would  especially  like  to  thank  a  number 
of  people  who  volunteered  in  the  church  of- 
fice on  a  weekly  basis:  Mary  Wilhelm,  Sue 
Brickley,  Jessie  Fern  Woodward,  Jackie 
Keller,  Mark  Snyder,  Ruth  Yentes,  and  also 
to  Jewel  Byrket  (otherwise  know  as  the 
chief  according  to  Mark  Snyder).  The 
church  could  not  run  as  smoothly  and  effi- 
ciently without  the  dedication  you  have  all 
shown  over  the  years. 

I  would  also  like  the  thank  Jerry  and 
Diane  for  presenting  me  with  the  recognition 
on  Sunday,  June  1.  It  was  a  very  special 
time  for  me.  Thank  you  so  much!  You  will 
all  remain  a  very  special  part  of  my  life. 
Love, 
Diane  Johnson 


DON'T 
FORGET  THE 
CHOIR  PARTY 

ON 

JUNE  21st 


DID 

YOU 

KNOW 

Did  you  know.....thaX  on  June  1  Glenn 
and  Lola  Miller  will  celebrate  their  71st 
wedding  anniversary? 
Did  you  know.....ihd&  the  picture  of  Jesus  in 
the  parlor  is  in  memory  of  Jack  Brickley. 
Did  you  know.....i\izX  Alec  Jordan  Pena 
was  bom  on  May  2,  1997  at  8:29pm?  Al- 
berto and  Kristin  Pena  are  the  happy  par- 
ents. 

Did  you  *«#*>....  that  Nicholas  Whitworth 
was  presented  with  the  Kiwanis  Award  for 
outstanding  achievement  in  his  2nd  grade 
class  at  Holland  Elementary? 
Did  you  know....Don  Parlette  is  at  Vee's 
for  birthday  celebrations?  (Vee-June  15, 
Don- June  19) 


There  will  be  a  Congregational 
meeting  on  June  22  at  9:30  to 
approve  the  slate  of  officers  for 
the  1997-1998  year. 

We  will  install  the  new  officers 
and  ordain  our  new  Elders  in  wor- 
ship on  June  29. 
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GOLF  OUTING  S 


We  need  you  to  help  make  the  4th  An- 
nual One  Church-One  Offender  Golf 
Outing  a  success.  Join  us  on  Thursday, 
June  26  for  fun,  fellowship  and  golf 
You  can  form  your  own  4  person  team  or 
we  will  form  a  team  for  you.  If  you 
would  like  to  help  a  great  organization  by 
playing  or  pledging,  call  George  Davis, 
Jim  Bushey,  Ron  Wise,  Charlie  Hatten  or 
the  church  office.  Pledges  are  $25.00  for 
individuals  or  $100.00  for  businesses. 
The  cost  to  play  is  $40.00  per  player. 


%«<  *?<xce  U  t6e  O^cce 


Hi!  I'm  your  new  church  secretary, 
Dianne  Dunn.  Let  me  tell  you  a  little 
about  myself.    This  August  my  hus- 
band Steve  and  I  will  celebrate  25  years  of 
marriage  and  we  have  been  in  the  ministry 
in  one  form  or  another  at  least  that  long. 
Almost  14  years  ago  we  answered  the  call 


to  serve  the  Anthony  Wayne  Church  of  God 
on  the  corner  of  Getz  and  S.  Bend  and  have 
been  very  happy  here. 

Although  our  nest  is  beginning  to  empty 
it  has  been  very  blessed  with  our  four  chil- 
dren. Christi,  our  oldest,  graduated  last 
spring  from  Hanover  College  with  honors  in 
English.  She  is  currently  living  in  Indi- 
anapolis where  she  works  as  a  project  man- 
ager for  Howard  W.  Sams  Publishing. 
Michael,  our  bi-centenniat  child,  is  one  of 
the  managers  at  Steak  &  Shake.  He's  learn- 
ing about  the  real  world  before  he  goes  to 
college.  Next  is  our  son  Chris.  Chris  has 
just  finished  his  freshman  year  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Findlay  where  he  is  studying  all 
he  can  about  computers.  He  has  already 
worked  as  a  programmer  and  is  currently 
working  on  a  project  for  Dow  Chemical  in 
Findlay,  Oh.  Last  but  not  least,  is  our  ca- 
boose Katie.  Katie  has  graduated  from 
Woodside  Middle  School  and  will  begin  at 
Homestead  High  School  in  the  fall.  Her 
long  term  goal  is  to  work  with  and  teach  the 
handicapped  children  but  right  now  she  is 
using  her  charm  on  the  infants  and  little 
children  at  church  who  seem  to  settle  down 
for  only  her. 

I  have  worked  as  teacher' s  aide,  as  a 
shelver  at  the  downtown  library  and  as  an 
executive  assistant  at  a  software  company  - 
working  mainly  with  the  training  depart- 
ment. 

I  love  to  read,  play  computer  card 
games,  golf,  and  sail. 
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SERVING  JUNE  15 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.   K.  Ohneck  &  E.  Conrad 
10:45  a.m.   J.   Kelly  &  B.  Franklin 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.   D.  Schuricht,  M.  Mullen,  J.  Ott, 
E./K.  Place 

10:45  a.m.   D.  Bohlen,  C.Falbe,  J.  Franklin. 
E.  Gorman,  J.  McGrew,  J,  Mounsey, 

E.  Vandergriff,  L.  Vandergriff 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

J.  Ott,  S.  Rudy,  R.  Wise 

EVANGELISM  CALLERS 

K.  Taylor  &  B.  Smith 

MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
JUNE  11- JUNE  24 

Bev  Hendricks(12),   Laura 
Tomes(i3),  Valetta  Parlette(  15).  Mary 
King(16),  Brandon  Falbe(16),  Andy  Cook 
(17),  Fern  Kenline(18),  Bernice  Mont- 
gomery(18),  Gene  Auer(18),  Gary  Hall 
(18),  Eve  Gorman  (18),  Don  Parlette 
(19),  Diana  Moore(19),  Joan  Penny  (  20), 
Orie  McDougle  (21),  Jim  Bond  (21), 
Shawn  Cobb(21),  Linda  Merrick(22), 


Jack  Wicker(23).  Kurt  Schryver(23), 
Jack  Lindsay(24). 


HISTORICAL  COMMITTEE 


We  are  in  process  of  gathering 
church  history.  We  believe  this  is 
not  just  a  one  person  responsibility. 
We  do  not  anticipate  selecting  a 
room  for  this  info;  we  need  to  ap- 
proach this  with  the  thought  in  mind 
of  having  our  history  placed 
throughout  the  church  building  so 
that  we  have  a  constant  reminder  of 
the  foresight  our  precesses  provided 
for  us.  It  is  sometimes  necessary  to 
"look-back"  on  history  to  renew  our 
goals  to  the  future. 

We  would  like  to  have  six  to 
eight  people  that  will  be  able  to  de- 
note time  to  this  program.  Please 
contact  the  office. 

George  Bruckman 
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JOIN  THE  FABULOUS  BIBLE  INVESTIGATORS ! 


One  generation  will  commend  your  works  to  another"  Psalm  145:4 


Did  you  know:  the  Bible  was  first  writ- 
ten on  papyrus  paper  made  of  bullrush 
reeds  and  parchment  made  of  goat  or 
sheepskin. 

Before  the  Bible  was  translated  and  printed 
in  English  by  John  Wycliffe,  the  cost  of  a 
Bible  was  a  year's  salary  for  a  priest 

This  is  the  week  that  we'll  be  discover- 
ing these  things  and  more. 

Our  children  will  learn  how  the  Bible  be- 
gan as  stories  told  from  one  generation  to  an- 
other. Then  they  were  written  down.  Chil- 
dren will  investigate  the  Hebrew  and  Greek 
languages  and  a  scribe  (Professor  Arlan 
Birkey  from  Taylor  University)  will  visit  to 
write  their  names  in  each  language  on  Tues- 
day and  Wednesday  nights.  They  will  have 
a  chance  to  act  on  God's  Word  in  mission 


providing  lunches  (they  will  pack)  for  the 
hungry,  letters  (they  will  write)  to  the  im- 
prisoned, gifts  (they  will  make)  for  the  sick 
and  shut-in  and  health  kits  (they  will  as- 
semble) for  Church  World  Service  to  dis- 
tribute to  disaster  victims. 

They  will  be  writing  on  clay  tablets, 
making  paper,  printing  with  stamps  and 
learning  how  the  Bible  was  passed  down 
so  we  can  have  it  today. 

Adults  will  also  have  their  opportunity 
to  grow  with  Dr.  George  Mather  teaching 
a  class  in  the  parlor. 

It  is  a  truly  inspirational  week  for  God's 
children  OF  ALL  AGES.  Come  -  bring 
family,  neighbors  and  friends. 

See  you  Monday  night! 


Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  and  Rev.  Diane  zehr 
Pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  S.  Calhoun  Street         Ft  Wayne,  IN  46807 
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From  Here  to  Zehr 


[  J  n  May  18  we  completed  our  50 
^■^  Day  Adventure  with  the  theme 
'The  Church  I  Have  Always  Longed 
For".  At  that  time  Diane  and  I  had 
not  decided  to  move  to  Florence, 
Kentucky,  but  I  knew  even  if  we  did 
leave,  this  study  would  be  important 
for  the  church  to  complete. 

This  is  an  important  time  in  the  life 
of  this  congregation.  The  need  for 
creating  a  ministry  plan  and  setting 
goals  for  the  future  is  essential  as  you 
prepare  to  look  for  new  ministers. 
What  direction  do  we  want  to  go?  Do 
we  want  to  stay  the  course  we  have 
begun?  Do  we  want  to  go  a  different 
direction?  These  will  be  the  decisions 
you  as  a  congregation  will  need  to  join 
together  on. 

Following  is  a  list  of  "good  things" 
people  shared  in  the  forum  on  May  18 
at  9:30. 

1.  Closer  attention  to  neighborhood 

2.  Striving  to  be  positive 

3.  Develop  a  multi-racial  expression 
of  unity 

4.  Develop  a  leadership  program  for 
mentoring  possible  leaders  for 
the  future 

5.  Try  to  have  activities  that  bring 
people  from  both  worship  services 
together  to  build  a  sense  of 
community 

6.  Develop  a  program  to  discern  the 
gifts  of  church  members  to 
serve  our  Lord. 


7.  Learn  to  listen  to  one  another 

8.  Develop  stronger  youth  program 
and  help  them  be  more  involved 
with  other  youth  groups  in  the  area. 
The  seven  small  groups  then  shared 

their  ideas  for  the  church  to  focus  on 
through  the  next  couple  of  years. 
These  are  not  a  definitive  list  for  the 
church  but  only  those  views  expressed 
by  those  who  were  there. 

Blessings, 
Jerry 


Catch  the  Excitement! 

Witness  thejo 

Shape  the  Vision! 


here  will  be  a    Ccngreg, 
tional  meeting  on  June  22 

at  9:30  to  approve  the  slate 
officers  for  the  1997-1998  yean 

We  will  install  the  new 
officers  and  ordain  our  new 
Elders  in  worship  on  June  29. 
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(HANK  YOU! 


I  ur  thoughts    are   with    all   our 
J  church  family.     Thank  you  for 
your  prayers,  cards,  your  faith 
nd  caring. 

Sue,  Judy  £r  Jim 

1  hank  you  for  the  food,  prayers 
P  and  all  the  help  you  gave  us  when 
fell  down  the  church  stairs.  I'm  in 
herapy  and  doing  better. 

Dawn  Pierce 

Marc  Jones 

A  HUGE  THANK  YOU  and  well  done 
to  everyone  who  contributed  to 
and  helped  with  the  Rummage 
nd  Bake  Sale  last  Saturday.  We  net- 
ed  over  $9001  What  a  success!  And 
/e  had  a  good  time  too.  It  was  well 
/orth  all  the  hard  work. 

I      o:    D.MA 

I  wish  to  thank  the  D.MA  for 
the  lovely  plant  and  for  the  en- 
oyable  lunch  last  Tuesday  at  Hall's 

I  was  quite  surprised  to  be  your 
'honored"  guest.  Thanks  again  to  all 
)f  you.   It  was  good  seeing  everyone! 


FL 


ASH 


I      he  youth  group  is  painting  the  youth  room. 
We  are  asking  for  donations  of  paint  items. 
Hero  aro  some  items  we  need: 
Edgers 
Sponges 
Masking  tape 
A  variety  of  paint  brushes 
Leftover  colorful  Paint 
Paint  pans 
Drop  cloths 
Old  hags 
Rollers 
If  you  have  any  of  these  items  or  other  ideas,  let 
us  know.   We  need  to  know  as  soon  as  possible. 
You  can  call  the  church  office  or  Katie  Moll  at 
4-?2-7519.  If  you  would  like  your  item(s)  back, 
please  tell  us. 
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N 


Your  word  s 
jsalarrq 
torrr 
&alieht 


cfT>mAV..IUNE22 

8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 

9:30  a.m.  Congregational  Meeting 

9-30  a.m.  Church  School 

1 10:45  p.m.  Second  Worship  Service 

mh^av  HTNE  23-  FRIDAY,  .TUNE  20 
6:30  p.m.    Fabulous  Bible  Investigators 


DID 

YOU 

KNOW 


Didyou  know. that  we  made  $900.0< 

at  our  rummage  sale 

Did  you  A/KW.....that  Rev.  Jerry  Zehri 
mother  and  father  were  in  worship  wit 
us  during  the  first  service  last  week 

Did  you  know. that  a  search  comm 

tee  will  be  set  up  by  the  lay  leadersb 
committee  and  the  board  moderator 

Didyou  know. that  the  youth  are  goi 

to  renovate  their  room 

Did  you  know.....  that  Bill  and  Jo  Frank 
will  be  our  delegates  to  General  Assem 
in  Denver,  Colorado  the  end  of  July 

(If  you  have  any  tidbits  for 
new  article  entitled,  "Did  You  Kn« 
call  the  church  office  by  Monday: 
noon). 
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GOLF  OUTING 


We  need  you  to  help  make  the  4th 
Annual  One  Church-One  Offender  Golf 
Outing  a  success.  Join  us  on  Thursday, 
June  26  for  fun,  fellowship  and  golf. 
You  can  form  your  own  4  person  team 
or  we  will  form  a  team  for  you.  If  you 
would  like  to  help  a  great  organization 
by  playing  or  pledging,  call  George 
Davis,  Jim  Bushey,  Ron  Wise,  Charlie 
Hatten  or  the  church  office.  Pledges  are 
$25.00  for  individuals  or  $100.00  for 
businesses.  The  cost  to  play  is  $40.00 
per  player. 


MISSION  SPEAKER  HERE 
JUNE  22 


Here's  your  chance  to  learn  more  about  the 
mission  work  we  help  fund  through  out- 
reach giving  (Basic  Mission  Finance). 
Indiana's  global  mission  partners  are  Audy  and 
Ellen  Collins  in  Nepal.  Last  year,  a  dozen  folks 
from  Indiana  made  the  trek  to  Nepal  to  see  what 
in  our  world  our  church  was  doing  there.  Susan 
McNeeley,  from  Southport  Christian  Church  in 
Indianapolis,  was  one  of  those  trekkers. 

She  will  be  here  Sunday  to  spend  the  Sun- 
day School  hour  with  our  children.  She  has 
slides  and  will  bring  some  food  which  is  typical 
food  for  a  meal  (cooked  lentils)  that  our  chil- 
dren can  taste. 

During  worship  she  will  make  a  short  pre- 
senta  tion  to  let  us  know  some  things  about 
what  God  is  doing  through  the  Collins'  work  in 
Nepal. 


O^ss: 
Spea 


onary 


<er 
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SERVING  JUNE  22 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.  J.  Ohneck  &  A.  Moll 
10:45  a.m.   E.  Klepfer  &  C.  McGrew 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.   B.  Bier,  Marti  Bier,  Gini  Brown 
Andy  Cook 

10:45  a.m.   Sue  Brey,  Larry  Brey,  Sue  Brick- 
ley,  Karen  Bushey.  Laura  McFarland,  Kris 
Scott,  Ron  Wise,  Evelyn  Yoeman 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
J.  Ott,  S.  Rudy,  R.  Wise 
HOME  COMMUNION 
R.  Mey,  J.  Kelly,  K.  Taylor,  B. 
bruckman,  T.  Knuckles,  J.  Young,  C. 
Falbe,  J.  Franklin 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
JUNE  18-JULY  2 

Fern  Kenline(18),  Bernice  Montgomery(18), 
Gene  Auer(  1 8),  Gary  Hall(  1 8),  Eve  Gorman 
(18),  Don  Parlette  (19),  Diana  Moore(19),  Joan 
Penny  (  20),  Orie  McDougle(2 1 ),  Jim  Bond 
(21),  Shawn  Cobb(21),  Linda  Merrick(22), 
Jack  Wicker(23),  Kurt  Schryver(23),  Jack 
Lindsay(24),  Beth  Doehrman(25),  Lois 


Buchanan(27),  Caren  Wise(28),  Dwain  Gra- 
ham^), Mildred  Linn(29),  MilajreaUOtart- 
man(29),  Marilyn  Butler(  1 ),  Schellie  Engle- 
hart(  1 ),  Steve  Kreischer  (2) 


HISTORICAL  COMMITTEE 


We  are  in  process  of  gathering 
church  history.  We  believe  this  is 
not  just  a  one  person  responsibility. 
We  do  not  anticipate  selecting  a 
room  for  this  info;  we  need  to  ap- 
proach this  with  the  thought  in  mind 
of  having  our  history  placed 
throughout  the  church  building  so 
that  we  have  a  constant  reminder  of 
the  foresight  our  predecessors  pro- 
vided for  us.  It  is  sometimes  neces- 
sary to  "look-back"  on  history  to  re- 
new our  goals  to  the  future. 

We  would  like  to  have  six  to 
eight  people  that  will  be  able  to  de- 
note time  to  this  program.  Please 
contact  the  office. 

George  Bruckman 
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INSTALLATION  OFFICERS,  ELDERS  &  DEACONS,  CHAIRPEOPLE 

THIS  SUNDAY 


ft  Our  Church 
l  Officers  i 

y(J  e  would  like  all  of  our 

officers  and  chairpeople 
for  the  1997-199?  term  to 
be  in  worship  this  Sunday.  We 
would  like  to  have  a  moment  of 
Confirmation  and  The  insert 
lists  the  leaders  of  our  church 


for  1997-199?. 
The  insert  lists  the  leaders  of 
our  church  for  1997-199?. 
We  are  blessed  to  have  such  a 
great  group  of  leaders. 


ORDIMATION  OF 
ELDERS 


At  the  end  of  the  first 
service  and  the  beginning  of 
th^  second  service  we  will  or- 
dain six  new  people  into  the 
Eldership  of  our  church.  We 
would  like  all  Eiders  to  be 
present  for  the  "Laying  on  of 
Hands"  ceremony. 


BOARD  MEETING 


7  here  will  be  a  called 
Board  Meeting  July 
21, 1997  at  7P.M.  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  with 
Jim  Keown  from  the  Indiana 
Regional  office  to  review  the 
process  of  calling  a  new  pastor. 
This  meeting  should  last  about 
one  hour  and  will  include  the 
Search  Committee. 

The  search  committee  will 
meet  immediately  after  the. 
Board  Meeting  with  Jim  Ke- 
own for  further  information  on 
selecting  an  interim  minister 
for  the  church.  Roger  Moll 


Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  and  Rev.  Diane  Zehr 
Pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  s*  Calhoun  street        Ft  Wayne,  m  4SS07 
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From  Here  to  Zehr 


Wtarrant  ai  Arrest 


sex:  male 

height:  SMI" 

Caucasian 

hair:  black  with  grey 

eyes:  brown 


Jerry  Eugene  Zehr 

aka  The  Z-Man 

4802  Calumet  Avenue 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

WANTED 

For 

Abandonment 

of  First  Christian  Church 

Youth  Group 

For 
Indecent  Exposure 
in 
the  Play  South  Pacific  in  1973 

Known  to  Impersonate: 

Bat  Man 

Elvis 

Other  Biblical  Characters 

Court  System 
LARGER  CHRISTIAN  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

Bench  warrant  by  order  of  Judge  Roger  Moll      &*$&>  ¥Wt*U> 


Last  Sunday  I  hac 
the  bigges" 

surprise,  fifteen  oi 
our  youth  came  into  mjj 
house  and  arrested  melf 
Somehow  they  got  m>[ 
High  School  yearbool) 
picture  and  a  "Judge"  tcj 
sign  the  warrant.  It  wa 
one  of  the  highlights  o 
my  ministry? 

They  found  a  pictur 
of  me  playing  Luthei 
Billis  in  South  Pacificl 
when  he  does  the  huli 
dance,  that  was  thefl 
indecent  exposure. 

I  want  the  youth  m 
know  how  much  I  loved 
them  and  will  miss  them 
I  feel  honored  to  have'! 
been  arrested  by  such  <tt 
good  group  of  the  "Gocfl 
Squad" 

Blessings 

Jerry 

P.S.  Kris  Scott  took  m< 
to  the  hoop  in  a  clost 
game  — He  won!!  "Yoi 
are  worthy"  Kris. 
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DONT  SHOOT  THE  HORSE 


r 


he  call  to  a  truly  biblical  vision  of 
stewardship  and  giving  in  and  of 
the  church,  was  very  pointedly 
iven  by  our  visitor  Susan  McNeeley  of 
outhport  Christian  Church  last  Sun- 
ay.  Susan  dialogued  with  us  concern- 
lg  the  disciple  mission  in  Nepal  oper- 
ted  by  our  mission  partners  Audy  and 
:llen  Collins.  She  informed  us  that  a 
*w  exists  preventing  Christian  evange- 
sm  n  that  country  however  the  Disciple 
lission  is  allowed  to  operate  on  the  ba- 
is  of  aiding  by  food,  medical  or  other 
haritable  means  direct  to  needy  fanni- 
es. The  mission  feels  that  they  are  a 
art  of  the  Indiana  family  because  of  the 
enerosity  the  churches  of  Indiana  have 
lade  to  aid  them.  This  is  a  true  experi- 
ence in  the  Joy  of  Giving. 

Perhaps  we  can  change  our  vision  of 
Jtewardship  and  become  more  aware 
if  a  personal  fulfillment  by  believing  our 
presence  is  needed  to  support  the 
ospel  of  Jesusl 


D.M.A.  GOING  TO  CAMP 


|      he  D.M.A.  (  Don't  Mention  Age) 
will  be  visiting  the  Red  Cedar  Easter 
Seal  Camp  on  this  coming  Tuesday.  July 
1st.  This  is  a  special  camp  for  those  chil- 
dren suffering  from  Lung  Problems. 
Lunch  will  be  served  at  Noon  and  will  cost 
$5.00  per  person.  You  may  meet  everyone 
there  (Maps  are  available)  or  you  may  meet 
at  the  church  at  1 1 :00- 1 1 : 1 5  to  carpool 
with  others.  Come  see  the  fun  activities 
that  are  available  to  these  kids! 


SJ&SXS  V0t"7  ?OG027t 


S 


Iders  will  be  meeting  this  coming 
Tuesday  July  1  at  7:00  p.m. 
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Out  cfctcOt&t 
/ttUid  *Dyxn  *%e4&  and  fane*  0>uz  *DavU 
wilt  6e  united  in  @6ni&t 
on  Satmdsuf.  t6e  second  o£  /tufadt 
Ttineteen  iundied  and  ninety- &even 
at£om-ti6infy  in  tnU  afternoon 
at  JtoU  gbuatian  gAmc/i 
4Z00  South'  gdAom 
'PonttOaqne,  Indian* 
fyou  one  invited  to  -join  u&  in  w&tA&ift,. 
witnew  tAeOi  vow*,,  and  cete&utie  tAein  union 
at  a  necefiUoH  fottowinf  tie  ceremony 
at  tic  /Mien  fr.  Jainyuwnd, 
*%ome  *doan  %an&  SuilcUnf 
^^uouane  unaUe  to  attend, 
we  a&6  uoun,  ftneAenee  in  t&ouq&t  and  en  finale*. 
'gicAand  andTtanctf'ZeM, 
fonye  and  Sofia  T>aui& 
ZtUcU  and  fat, 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 

SUNDAY.  JUNE  29 

8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 
9:30  a.m.  Church  School 
10:45  p.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
TUESDAY.  JULY  1 

12:00  Noon  D.M.A.  trip 

7:00  p.m.  ELDERS  MEETING 


DID 

YOU 

KNOW 


Did  you  know. that  Kris  Ohneck  was  re- 
elected to  the  position  of  President  of  the  Indi- 
ana Commission  for  Women  for  another  two 
years  at  Women's  Retreat, 
DePauw  University,  June  14-15,  1997.  We're 
proud  of  you  Kris! 

Did  you  know.....thsd  we  have  30  people  signed 
up  for  the  Wizards  game,  July  20.  If  you  want 
to  join  them  get  your  money  into  the  office 
now, 

Did  you  know. that  Don  Parlette  was  in 

town  visiting  V  and  celebrating  their  birthdays 

Did  you  know. that  Katie  Moll  and  Kevin 

McEvoy  were  elected  by  the  youth  to  be  repre- 
sentatives on  the  Board  of  Trustees 
Did  you  know.....  that  D.J.  Render  was  in  wor- 
ship this  week  from  New  Mexico 

Did  you.  know. that  Margaret  and  Brian 

Prechtl  are  leaving  Saturday  for  two  months  in 
Wyoming 

Did  you  know that  Glenn  and  Wilma  Miller 

will  be  celebrating  50  years  of  marriage  this 
Saturday? 

(If  you  have  any  tidbits  for  our  new  ar- 
ticle entitled,  "Did  You  Know"  call  the  church 
office  by  Mondays  at  noon). 
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REMEMBER  OUR 
HOMEPOUND 

REMEMBER  OUR  SHUT-INS  IN  YOUR  PRAYERS 

IN  NURSING  HOMES  &  RETIREMENT  HOMES: 

The  Arbors,  2827  Northgate  Blvd.   46835 

Fern  Kenline,  Room  202 

Freda  Flaugh,  Room  301 

Courtland  Health  &  Rehabilitation  Center,  3555  Spy  Run  Ext.  46805 

Ardith  Wrisk,  Room  217 

Kingston  Residence,  7515  Winchester  Road  46819 

Valetta  Parlette,  Room  410 

Lutheran  Home,  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.  46816 

Maude  Goodrich,  Room  107 

Velma  Hechler,  Room  116 

Mariner  Health  Care  Center,  4430  Elsdale  Drive  46835 

Bernice  Montgomery,  Room  317-1 

Ossian  Health  Care,  215  Davis  Road,  Ossian,  IN  46774 

Dorothy  Green,  Room  301 A 

Riverbend,  7519  Winchester  Road  46819 

Lou  Simmons,  Room  105-2 

St.  Anne's  Nursing  Home,  1900  Randalia  Drive  46805 

Ressie  Ehresman,  Room  324-B 

Townhouse  Retirement  Center,  2209  St.  Joe  Center  Road  46825 

Glenn  &  Lola  Miller,  Room  20 1W 

AT  HOME: 

Lucille  Branstrator,  9721  Coverdale  Road  46809 

Jack  &  Emma  Phillips,  1737  Godfrey  Road  46819 

Lila  Russell,  3936  Irene  Court  46808 

Donald  &  Sarah  Smith,  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.,  Apt.  E421   46816 

Coleen  Wilcoxson  &  Orda  Glentzer,  746  Candlelite  Court  46807 

Charles  Wrisk,  259  E.  Sherwood  Terrace  46807 

Andy  Cook,  11335  Gongwer  Drive   46845 
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SERVING  JUNE  29 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.  R.  Church,  J.  Church 
10:45  a.m.    G.  Klepfer,  S.  Hayes 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.  M.  Crouse,  D.  Keebortz, 
T.  Knuckles,  J.  Young 
10:45  a.m.     D.  Bohlen.  C.  Falbe, 

D.  Heimann,  L.  Heimann,  J.  Mounsey, 

E.  Reicke,  B.  Smith,  L.  Vandergriff 
COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

Elinor/Ken  Place,  Diane  Bohlen,  George  Cole 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
JUNE  25-JULY  9 

Beth  Doehrman(25),  Lois  Buchanan(27), 
Caren  Wise(28),  Dwain  Graham(28),  Mil- 
dred Linn(29),  Mildred  I.  Hartman(29), 
Marilyn  Butler(l),  Schellie  Englehart(l), 
Steve  Kreischer  (2),  Shirley  Dibble(3),  Di- 
ane Bohlen(3),  Miles  Zimmerman,  Jr.(4), 
Michael  Piatt(5),  John  Clevenger  (  7), 
Lola  Miller  (8),  George  Ludwig(8),  David 
Kreischer(9),  David  Griggs(9) 


Summer's  finally 


Try  to  stay  cool 
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CLUES  FROM  A  WEEK  WITH 
FABULOUS  BIBLE  INVESTIGATORS 


INVESTIGATION 

ROOM 

REVEALS 


^^  unice  Conrad  and  ?-10 
^P*  of  our  youth  introduced 
w^  How  we  got  our  Bible 
passing  stories  generation  to 
generation  through  our  fami- 
lies. The  Old  Testament  books 
and  New  Testament  gospels 
and  letters  were  on  the  plate  for 
investigation  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday.  On  Thursday  we 
learned  how  John  Wyeliffe 
translated  and  printed  the 
Bible  so  we  could  read  Cod's 
word  for  ourselves. 


TO 


LABORATORY 
EXPLORATION 


e  wrote  on  clay 
tablets  and  even 
learned  some  Hebrew 
letters.  As  Proffessor 
Birkey,  our  scribe,  wrote  our 
names,  so  did  we.  We  made 
scrolls  and  learned  some 
Greek  letters  like  the  letters 
Paul  wrote  to  the  churches 
of  New  Testament  times. 
We  made  our  own  paper  and 
stamped  messages  on  that 
paper  much  like  what  John 
Wycliffe  was  able  to  do  with 


a  printing  press  in  England  in 
the  fourteenth  century. 
Thanks  to  Laura  McParland 
and  Laura  Whifworth  for  lead- 
ing all  of  tfiis. 


BREAKTIME  WAS  FUN 


>>  ach  night  we  played 
games  and  had  great 
treats  from  our  parking  lot 
vendor  like  snocones,  hot 
dogs  and  pop,  popcorn  and 
juice,  and  on  Thursday  tiight, 
cotton  candy. 


Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  and  Rev.  Diane  Zehr 

Pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

moo  S.  Calhoun  street        Ft  Wayne,  m  4680? 


744-3239 
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From  Here  to  Zehr 

70 


e  had  a  great  time  at  the  choir  party  last  Saturday.  Following  is  a 
poem  Brian  Prechtl  wrote  about  the  "Zehrs". 


Ode  to  the  Zehr's 

Dear  Diane  and  Jerry,  we're  very  sad  to  say 

The  two  of  you  will  leave  us  soon,  to  Kentucky  you'll  away 
Betore  you  go,  however,  there  are  some  things  that  come  to  mind 

To  send  you  off  without  some  thoughtful  words  would  be  unkind 
We  know  your  tenure  here  has  been  a  potpourri  of  schemes 

You  ve  given  us  the  chance  to  know  our  wants,  desires,  and  dreams. 
We  ve  found  we  like  to  dress  up,  like  kids  in  mama's  clothes, 
„.,.,  wflk  to  Bethlehem  turned  out  to  be  our  show  of  shows 
Children  s  projects  seem  to  be  the  gift  we  always  bring 

VBS  Sunday  School,  Halloween  and  that  Eas^r  Bunny  thing 
But  it  wasn  t  just  the  dress-up  that  made  it  feel  so  right 

It's  not  that  we  are  just  hams  and  love  the  limelight 
or  even  that  we  love  to  laugh,  to  cry,  or  to  pretend 

It's  the  way  a  child  is  open  to  knowing  Jesus  as  a  friend. 
Perhaps  you  made  us  realize  that  this  is  the  greatest  goal 

w„  ir   l°  £V?  ^?d.with.a  child's  heart  and  a  fully  forgiven  soul 
We  know  that  this  is  easier  for  some  of  us  than  others 

Jerry  was  a  model  as  the  boy  who  needs  a  mother 
He  liked  to  dress  in  tights  although  we  wished  we  hadn't  seen 

He  likef to  t?Au«Ut  3nd  the  bT  d°,Wn  lhere  " il  ve,ged  on  the  ob!*ene 
Me  likes  to  spice  his  sermons  up  and  catch  us  all  off  guard 

But  I  think  it  would  be  safe  to  say  with  orgasm  he  went  to  far 
Jerry  is  very  dramatic  always  looking  for  that  perfect  prop 

Whiu  r     t0—mg  th^fobe  on  Cnnstmas  eve  was  way  over  the  top. 
While  Jerry  is  just  a  kid  at  heart,  of  that  he  would  confess 

Diane  is  wearing  the  mother's  hat  and  cleaning  up  his  mess. 
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Ode  to  the  Zehr's     ( continued  ) 


She's  guided  with  a  quiet  hand  so  much  around  these  parts 

Her  brain's  so  full  of  thoughts  and  plans  she  can't  find  where  to  start. 
But  somehow  she  manages  to  corral  the  horses  and  get  them  to  saddle  up 

And  before  you  know  it  you're  on  the  trail  or  even  leading  the  round-up 
We  thank  you  God,  for  women  like  her  who  have  taught  us  to  see  you  anew. 

She  calls  you  Father  and  Mother  and  taught  us  both  halves  become  whole  in 
you. 
But  Diane  also  is  human  and  there  are  things  we'll  not  forget 

Like  the  way  that  her  nostrils  flare,  when  her  way  she  does  not  get. 
And  one  piece  of  advice  we  might  send  to  the  folks  in  Kentucky  from  Di  Zehr's  past. 

Don't  get  in  her  way  or  cross  her  path  when  she's  getting  near  the  end  of  her 
fast. 
These  little  memories  we'll  always  hold  dear,  her  esteem  we'll  always  hold  high 

Perhaps  because  every  time  that  she'd  preach  she'd  manage  to  get  us  to  cry. 
So  as  you  depart  we'll  wave  a  good-bye  and  manage  to  smile  and  to  laugh 

We'll  miss  you  both,  but  know  that  God  has  chosen  us  all  our  own  path. 
You've  both  have  given  us  funny  things  to  remember  you  by,  yes  it's  true, 

But  behind  the  laughter  we'll  always  recall  the  Jove  thakwe  have  for  vou. 


Thanks  to  Brian  and  the  choir  for  your  support  and  beautiful  music  over  the 
past  six  years.  We  have  loved  your  music  and  the  inspiration  that  it  has  brought 
to  the  church  and  our  lives.  This  church  is  blessed  to  have  someone  as  talented 
and  creative  as  Brian  Prechtle  as  our  music  director. 


Blessings. 
Jerry 
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WHERE  DID  GOD'S  WORD  TAKE  US<P 


To  the  Rapid  Response  Room  led  by  Pat  Mullen 
where  our  children  responded  in  mission  to  the  Word 
of  God  they  were  learning. 

MOM:  They  made  50  gifts  and  letters  for  our 
sick  and  shut-in. 


TUEfi:  ChaHie  Hatten  told 
them  about  the  pM'soners  he  knows 
and  they  wrote  letters  of  love  to  the 
imprisoned. 


WED.-  We  assembled  100  health  kits  for 
Church  World  Service  to  distribute  to  disaster  vie- 
tims. 


THURS:    We  packed  60  picnic 
lunchs  for  the 

women  and  children  of  the  Port 
Wayne  Rescue  Mission. 


We  learned  to  LIVE  what  we  hm  from  God's  Word. 


ADULTS  ENJOY 
REV.  GEORGE  MATHER 


Just  when  we  thought  he  told  us  all  he  knew,  out 
Rev.  Mather  would  come  with  some  other  interesting 
thought  or  inforation.  We  were  delighted  to  learn 
from  him  and  made  tapes  for  others  who  would  like  to 
hear  what  he  had  to  say. 


JUNE  25,  1997 


PRE-SCHOOLERS'  DISCOVERIES 


—That  God  made  the  heavens  .  We  looked  at  st 
and  heard  the  story  of  Abraham  and  Sarah,  how 
their  descendants  would  be  as  many  as  the  stars. 
—That  God  made  the  earth  and  all  of  the  deligft 
of  it  like  bugs  and  flowers  and  trees. 
—That  God  gpJos  us  sight  and  sound  and  bodies 
make  music,  dance  and  play. 
—All  of  us  are  children  of  God 


DETECTIVE  BOB 
AWARDS  DIPLOMAS 


Each  night  Defective  Bob  helped  us  uncover  clue 
about  what  th^  evening  would  be  about.  He  teste 
us  "rookies'every  day  and  on  Thursday  night 
awarded  diplomas  to  all  who  attended. 


ft  takes  over  fifty  adults  to  mafon 
event  like  this  happen.  Thanks 
ail  who  helped. 


George  Mather 

Sister  Martha 

Professor  Birdey 

Kenneth  Fensler 

Jerry  &  Diane  Zehr 

Laura  &  Wayne  Whitworth 

Laura  &  Mike  MeParland 

Pat  Mullen 

Qpmpq  Bwkman 
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THANKS  (continued) 


Jo  &  Bill  P/^hk!ih 

Kris  Ohneck 
Roger  &  Anne  Moll 
Bob  &  Marty  Bier 
Margaret  &  Brian  Prechr! 

Dawn  Pierce 

Teresa  &  Chariie  Hatten 

Becca  Widmer 

Rick  &  Robin  Evans 

Dennis  &  Mikki  Cook 

Linda  Deck 

Michelle  Hurson 

Jenny  &  Greg  Bartz 

Eunice  Conrad 

Dianne  Dunn 

Michael  Omspaugh 

Donna  McEvoy 

Lori  Crouter 

Lori  &  Estel  VandegrHf 

Brenda  Proegler 

Ralph  &  Judy  Church 

Katie  Moll 

Chris  Olson 

Elizabeth  Olson 

Megan  McEvoy 

Chmti  &  Tammy  Deck 

Lindsay  Bailey 

Dawn  &  Heather  Holmes 

Kris  Scott 


DID 

YOU 

KNOW 


Did  you  know. that  the  Tidings  will  be 

published  every  other  week  during  July  and 
August? 

Did  you  *«0H\....that  we  have  32  people 
signed  up  for  the  Wizards  game,  July  20? 
Did  you  know. that  our  own  Charlie  Hat- 
ten,  Jim  Bushy,  and  Ron  Wise  helped  raise 
over  $4000.00  for  the  One  Church,  One  Of- 
fender program? 

Did  you  know. that  the  choir  met  for  their 

summer  choir  party  and  had  a  white  elephant 
gift  exchange?  Ask  Lori  Crouder  about  her 
elephant  ash  tray! 

(If  you  have  any  tidbits  for  our  new 
article  entitled,  "Did  You  Know"  call  the 
church  office  by  Mondays  at  noon). 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 


FRIDAY,  JULY  4 


Office  Closed 
SUNDAY,  JULY  6 


8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 
9:30  a.m.  Adult  Sunday  School 
10:45  p.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
TUESDAY,  JULY  8 


7:30  p.m.  Board  Meeting 
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Two  flames  unite  .  .  . 

and  blend  into  one. 

You  are  invited  to  share  our  joy 

as  we  are  united  as  one  in  marriage 

Ms.  Diana  Lynn  Burridgc 

and 

Mr.  Kenneth  Lee  Taylor 

on  Saturday,  the  second  of  August 

Nineteen  hundred  and  ninety-seven 

at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 

Mount  Calvary  Lutheran  church 

1819  Reservation  Drive 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Cake  Deception  lo  follow 
until  5  p.m. 


TOWARD  THE  GOAL 
TO  W  THE  PRIZE 


FOKWHICOIMS 

OILED  warnim 
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O     &      « 

Our  sympathy  and  prayers  go  to 
the  family  and  friends  of  Maude 
Goodrich  who  passed  away  last 
Thursday.  Maude  was  one  of  our 
shut-ins  at  the  Lutheran  Home. 


LOST  AND  FOUND 


FOUND:  While  getting  ready  for  the 
Rummage  Sale,  a  red  nylon  billfold 
(Sporties)  was  discovered  in  the  Lost 
and  Found  basket  in  the  Fellowship 
Hall.  There  are  family  photographs  in- 
side. Some  of  the  children's  names  are 
Eric  and  Autumn.  Also  there  is  an  old 
photograph  of  a  house  and  the  inscrip- 
tion on  the  back  that  says  "My  home  in 
Decatur,  Michigan  1923-1926".  If  any- 
one has  a  clue  to  who  owns  this  bill- 
fold, please  contact  the  church  office. 


7         he  final  number  for  the 
First  Christian  Members  attend- 
ing the  Fort  Wayne  Wizards 
baseball  game  on  July  20th  will  be  32! 
Didn't  quite  reach  our  goal  of  50,  but 
the  Wizards  forgave  us.  The  money 
has  been  turned  in  to  the  Wizards  of- 
fice, and  the  tickets  will  be  coming  to 
the  church  office  in  the  near  future. 
Watch  the  Tidings  and  the  Sunday  bul- 
letin for  that  announcement.  The  first 
pitch  is  scheduled  for  2:00  p.m.  on  July 
20th  —  two  weeks  from  this  Sunday. 
Lori  Crouter  will  sing  "Take  Me  Out  to 
the  Ballgame"  at  the  stretch  half  of  the 
seventh  inning. 


This  week<6-29) 
Year-to-date 


Attendance 

179 
182 


Budget  Needs 

$3,523,88 
$85,851.95 


Actual  Giving 

$2,117.00 
$84,445.07 
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SERVING  JULY  3 
ELDERS 
8:15  a.m.  A.  Moll,  B.  Bier 
10:45  a.m.    J.  Mey,  C.  Hatten 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.  J.  Arnold,  M.  Bier,  C.  Davis, 
D.  Keebortz,  T.  Knuckles 
10:45  a.m  G.  Baitz,  J.  Baitz.  D.  Bohlen, 
J.  Bohlen,  S.  Brickley,  G.  Cole,  C.  Deck, 
R.  Wise. 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
Tim  Knuckles,  Sue  Brey,  Larry  Brey 

HOME  COMMUNION 

J.  McGrew  &  M.  Mullen,  B.  Franklin  &  J.  Ott, 
S.  Hayes  &  B  Proegler,  D.  Heimann  &  M.  Deck 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
JULY  3-JULY  16 

Shirley  Dibble(3),  Diane  Bohlen(3),  Miles 
Zimmerman,  Jr.(4),  Michael  Piatt(5),  John 
Clevenger  (  7),  Lola  Miller  (8),  George 
Ludwig(8),  David  Kreischer(9),  David 
Griggs(9),  Alice  Nulf(10),  Marge 
Thomas(  1 1 ),  Judy  Markley(  12) 
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SEARCH  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 
DELEGATES 

^y  he  official  Board  of  First 
/    ChHstfan   Church   has  ap- 
proved these  eight  individu-    j 
als  to  serve  on  the  pulpit  commit- 
tee to  select  the  new  Pastor  for  the 
church:      Eunice   Conrad,   Bill 
Franklin,  Eve  Gorman,  Dick  Mey, 
Katie  Moll,  Rick  Evans,  Mariene 
Crouse  and  Jack  Wiecker.  (There 
will  be  a  ninth  added  at  a  later 
date.) 

The  first  task  of  the  commit- 
tee will  be  to  select  an  interim 
minister  who  will  provide  ministe- 
rial leadership  while  the  search 
committee  \s  working  on  finding  a 
permanent  minister.  The  process 
will  take  a  number  of  months  as 
there  is  a  lot  of  background  infor- 
mation the  committee  will  need  to 
obtain. 

There  will  be  a  time  for  in- 
[>ut  from  the  congregation  as 
to  th&  qualities  that  everyone 
wants  in  the  minister  we  select. 
What  are  the  goals  and  direc- 
tion we  want  him/her  to  help 
us  reach1?  This  is  an  exciting 
time  for  our  congregation  and 
we  know  Cod  will  be  with  us 
througfi  the  process. 

Pray  for  your  church  and 
leaders  through  these  upcom- 
ing months. 

*"  /  he  Zehrs  and  Franklins  will  be 
'    heading  to  General  Assembly 
soon.    Rev.s  Jerry  and  Diane 
will  be  out  of  the  office  from  July 
20-30,  as  they  drive  to  Denver, 
Colorado  for  the  General  Assem- 
bly. If  there  is  a  personal  need  you 
may  call  Rev.  George  Bruckman 
at  the  office  or  Eunice  Conrad, 
Chair  of  the  Elders.    Pat  Mullen 
will  be  in  the  pulpit  July  20  &  27. 
Diane  &  Jerry  will  be  back  in  the 
pulpit  August  3,  with  their  last 
Sunday  being  August  17. 

Bill  &  Jo  Franklin  will  be  trav- 
eling to  Denver  as  our  voting  dele- 
gates to  General  Assembly.  Keep 
the  Zehrs  and  Franklins  in  your 
prayers  as  they  travel  out  west. 

A       TIME       TO    1 

l.Hi&0hl 

▼TTTTTTTTTfTTTTf 

Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  and  Rev.  Diane  zehr 

Pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 


4800S,  calhoun  street 


Ft  warns,  m  mso? 


mas,:;:  ■■■■■■■ 
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From  Here  to  Zehr 


00*  j  a  e  sold  the  House!  It  was  only 
^nj  two  weeks  when  a  nice  couple, 

^    Shannon  and  Barry  Carr,  made  an 
offer  on  the  house.  I  think  it  was  Diane's 
flower  gardens  that  cemented  the  deal. 
Lori  has  found  an  apartment  here  in  Fort 
Wayne,  and  so  she  is  getting  ready  to 
move  also.  The  search  committee  has 
been  selected  and  they  are  beginning  to 
move  forward  too.  Have  you  begun  to  see 
that  the  theme  of  my  article  is  about  mov- 
ing? 

Moving  is  hard  work!  It  means  you 
have  to  spend  time  deciding  what  items  to 
keep  and  what  items  to  get  rid  of.  I  have  a 
tendency  to  accumulate  a  lot  of  ustuff" 
that  I  think  I'll  use  someday  but  never  do. 
It  is  hard  to  "let  go"  of  the  "stuff"  we  ac- 
cumulate. It  forces  us  to  prepare  for  the 
future  and  not  stay  in  the  past. 

We  all  need  to  "make  a  move"  at  times 
in  our  lives.  Maybe  it  isn't  a  spacial  move 
but  a  spiritual  move  we  need  to  make.  As 
you  evaluate  your  spiritual  house  are  there 
items  that  you  need  to  "let  go"  of? 

Take  courage.  With  God's  help  all 
moves  are  possible. 

Peace, 

Jerry 
P.S.  We  will  be  gone  from  July  20-30  for 
the  General  Assembly.  Our  last  Sunday 
will  be  August  17. 


ELDERS  MARK  YOUR 
CALENDARS! 


*dl  ll  Elders,  both  past  and  present, 
please  mark  on  your  calendars 
August  5.  This  is  the  Tuesday  evening 
when  we  have  a  date  with  Jerry  and 
Diane  to  take  them  to  Gasa  d'Angelo's 
on  Fairfield  at  6:00  p.m.  Don't  forget! 


w/ 


CO 


7  he  sewing  Circle  meets  every  2nd 
and  4th  Tuesday  of  the  month  at 
9:00  a.m.  All  are  welcome  -  even 
if  you  have  no  previous  experience! 

We  are  also  in  need  of  supplies: 
thread,  old  sheets,  baby  yam,  &  scrap 
material  for  quilting. 


Y1PMMMJ1MMMA     *  Saturday,  July 


*  10:00  a.m. 

*Parlor 

*New  members 
are  welcome. 
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ANDY  COOK  RECOGNIZED 
AS  ELDER  EMERITUS 


/t      t  the  Congregational  Meeting 
r*  in  June,  Andy  Cook  was  voted 
unanimously  to  obtain  status  as 
Elder  Emeritus  of  First  Christian 
Church.  Rev.  Jerry  Zehr  presented 
Andy  with  his  pin  and  expresed  the 
congregation's  apprecialtion  for  his 
many  years  of  service.  Andy  is  recu- 
perating at  home  from  the  stroke  he 
had  in  the  spring  of  this  year.  He  en- 
joys visits  from  friends,  so  give  him  a 
call  and  say  hi! 


DON  SMITH  RECOGNIZED 
AS  USHER  EMERITUS 


■V   Ion  Smith  was  unanimously 
^S  voted,  at  the  congregational 

meeting  in  June,  to  obtain  sta- 
tus as  Usher  Emeritus  for  his  many 
years  of  service  as  "Head  Usher"  and 
Deacon  of  First  Christian  Church. 
Rev.  Jerry  Zehr  presented  Don  with 
his  pin  and  expressed  the  congrga- 
tion's  appreciation  for  his  many  years 
of  service. 


August  3rd      ** 

Children  3  years  -5th  grade  will  to  to  Linden- 
wood  Park  for  a  hike  to  see  the  wonders  of 
God's  world  on  August  3rd.  We  will  leave 
promptly  at  9:30  a.m.  and  return  by  the  end  of 
2nd  worship  service  at  1 2:00  noon.  We'll  need  a 
permission  slip  signed  by  parents  so  we'll  have 
some  on  hand  for  you  to  sign  as  you  bring  your 
children  that  day.  Be  sure  to  come  dressed  for  a 
hike  -  socks  and  shoes  (no  sandles),  long  pants. 

Summer  Teachers 
Judy  Church 
Laura  Whitworth 
Sue  Brey 
Judy  Mey 


^ 
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RETREAT 

AT  BARBEE  CHRISTIAN  CAMP 

|\ /I  en  your  turn  for  camp  is  coming 
■  *  "up  soon!  September  26-28  are 
the  dates  for  the  1997  Barbee  Men's 
Retreat.  Registration  will  be  from 
3:00p.m.  4til  5:30p.m.  Friday  evening. 
The  Retreat  will  end  with  worship  on 
Sunday  morning. 

The  purpose  of  this  men's  retreat 
is,  "To  enable  men  to  focus  with  each 
other  on  the  male  spiritual  journey  in 
relation  to  sons,  fathers  and  God,  with 
an  overall  goal  if  inviting  men  to  see 
how  they  can  start  or  enhance  solid 
men's  groups  in  their  own  local  congre- 
gation. It  will  touch  on  the  issue  of 
men  as  mentors  for  younger 
men/children  in  their  congregations." 

This  year's  theme  is  : 
"HOW  DO  YOU  SPELL  FATHER?" 
Dr.  Bud  Roberts  will  be  the  resource 
leader  .  Bud  grew  up  in  the  Belgian 
Congo  as  the  son  of  missionaries  . 
His  wife.  Norma,  is  an  Associate  Re- 
gional Minister  for  the  Christian 
Church  in  Illinois/Wisconsin.  Bud  and 


Norma  have  raised  3  children  of  their 
own  as  well  as  having  worked  with 
young  people  in  the  various  ministries 
he's  been  a  part  of.    Presently,  Bud  is 
working  as  a  pastoral  counselor/  psy- 
chotherapist/   teacher    for    BroMenn 
Counseling  Services  in  Bloomington/ 
Normal,  Illinois.  In  addition  to  his  pri- 
vate  practice  there  Bud  offers  mentor-  j 
ing,  spiritual  journey  retreats,  and  other  j 
services  to  churches,  regions,  and  pas- 
tors. 

The  retreat  should  be  a  lot  of  fun  as 
well  as  a  chance  to  grow  spiritually  .  A 
Fun  Festival,  Canoe  race  and  Campfire 
are  among  the  many  activities  offered. 
You  don't  want  to  miss  this! 

For  more  information  and  registra- 
tions call  Larry  Brey  at  447-3540. 


yO  ome !  "^^     Ye  who 

fir  seek  the  Gospel! 

%*/    The  Gospel  Seekers  Class  will 
meet  for  a  potluck  dinner  on 
July  26  at  5  p.m.  at  the  home  of  Dick 
and  Diane  Mory.  Bring  food  to  share. 
Meat,  drinks,  and  table  service  will  be 
provided.  320  West  Concord  lies  be- 
tween Calhoun  and  Fairfield  just  south 
of  the  Foster  Park  McComb  Funeral 
home,  house  number  on  the  light  post, 
park  benches  in  the  front  yard.  Ques- 
tions? 456-3961    Please  come! 
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Glenn  E.  Miller  has  been  in  the 
Parkview  hospital  in  room  250,  bed  1. 

Sue  Allen  will  be  going  to  the  Mayo 
Clinic  for  surgery. 

Jim  Shirley  is  in  Lindenview. 

Sue  Curley's  mother  is  having  knee 
surgery. 

Please  keep  Sue  Brickley's  mother 
in  your  prayers. 

Bill  Ludwig  is  going  in  for  tests. 


7  he  D.M.A.  will  be  meeting  again 
on  August  5th. 

They'll  have  a  carry-in  Luncheon 
at  Noon  here  at  the  church  to  honor 
Jerry  and  Diane  Zehr  and  also  to  give 
you  a  chance  to  meet  our  new  secretary, 
Dianne  Dunn. 

There  will  be  surprise  entertainment, 
too. 

Come  join  us! 


DID 

YOU 

KNOW 


Did  you  know that  the  Tidings  will  be 

published  every  other  week  during  July  and 

August? 

Did  you  know.....that  we  have  33  people 

signed  up  for  the  Wizards  game,  July  20? 

Did  you  know..... Orda  Glentzer  is  going  to 

be  99  years  old  on  August  4th! 

Did  you  know. that  Bud  &  Mary  Sue 

Ludwig  had  a  new  granddaughter  -  Abigail 

Elizabeth 

Did  you  know....that  Beulah  Timmons  was 

back  in  worship  on  Sunday,  July  6 

Did  you  know that  Bill  &  Jo  Franklin  are 

our  voting  delegates  to  General  Assembly 
(If  you  have  any  tidbits  for  our  new  article 
entitled,  "Did  You  Know"  call  the  church 
office  by  Mondays  at  noon). 


Last  week  (7-6) 
Year-to-date 


Attendance 

166 
181 


Budget  Needs 

$3,523.88 
$95,140.88 


Actual  Giving 

$4,700.33 
$89,092.40 
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Don't  Shoot  the  Horse 


7  he  title  of  this  article  is  a  prelude 
to  our  stewardship  program,  there- 
fore by  reading  the  title  you  may  choose 
to  continue  reading  or  ignore  the  rest  of 
our  comments.  Our  purpose  in  using  this 
approach  carries  the  connotation  that  a 
change  is  coming. 

Historically,  our  Disciple  Churches 
have  conducted  annual  Stewardship  pro- 
grams to  fund  congregational  ministries. 
The  success  of  the  program  is  totally  de- 
pendent upon  the  "bottom-line"  results. 
This  is  the  "Horse"  we  have  been  using 
for  many  years.  We  have  accepted  this 
method  and  at  times  suffered  because  of 
the  lack  of  a  better  approach.  We  would 
like  to  propose  a  change  that  has  proven 
work  able  in  other  areas  and  that  is 
"Team  Work"  versus  "Bottom  Line"  re- 
sults. Let's  not  dwell  on  Financial  Goals 
but  focus  on  the  processes  that  embody 
our  vision  and  mission.  Our  under- 
standing of  the  church's  mission  has  pro- 
found consequences.  How  much  do  we 
communicate  to  those  beyond  our  church 
doors? 

We  all  get  excited  when  God's  Mis- 
sion meets  peoples  needs.  We  are  happy 
when  our  hands  have  been  able  to  touch 
a  life  or  lift  a  burden.  Mission  is  at  our 
doorstep  and  at  doorsteps  we  never  see. 


Doorstep  Mission  Includes: 

1.  A  prison  cell  where  someone 
needs  God's  Word 

2.  A  village  in  Nepal  receiving 
aid  from  our  church 

3.  A  support  of  the  food  bank 

4.  A  support  of  "Babies  Closet 

5.  A  church  presence  in  South 
Fort  Wayne  that  provides  sei 
vices  for  the  immediate  com 
munity  and  is  verbally  com- 
municated by  the  members. 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 
SATURDAY.  JULY  17 

10:00  a.m.  Drama  Practice 

SUNDAY,  JULY  20 
8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 
9:30  a.m.  Adult  Sunday  School 

10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
2:00  p.m.  Wizards  Game 
4:00  p.m.  Youth  Council  Meeting 

MONDAY.  JULY  21 

7:00  p.m.  Special  Board  Meeting 

9:00  a.m.  Sewing  Circle 

NO  TIDINGS  THIS  WEEK 

FRIDAY.  JULY  25 
5:00  p.m.  Wedding  Rehearsal 

SATURDAY.  JULY  26 
p.m.  Wedding 

SUNDAY.  JULY  27 
8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 
9:30  a.m.  Adult  Sunday  School 

10.45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
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LOST  AND  FOUND 


FOUND: 

While  getting  ready  for  the  Rum- 
mage   Sale,    a    red    nylon    billfold 
(Sporties)  was  discovered  in  the  Lost 
and  Found  basket  in  the  Fellowship 
Hall.  There  are  family  photographs  in- 
side.  Some  of  the  children's  names  are 
Eric  and  Autumn.   Also  there  is  an  old 
photograph  of  a  house  and  the  inscrip- 
tion on  the  back  that  says  "My  home  in 
Decatur,  Michigan  1923-1926".  If  any- 
one has  a  clue  to  who  owns  this  billfold, 
please  contact  the  church  office. 
FOUND: 

There  has  been  in  the  church  office 
for  the  last  several  weeks  a  very  ni<x,  if 
slightly  dirty,  white  golf  umbrella.  It 
you  have  misplaced  such  an  umbrella 
(with  the  name  Secura  Insurance  and 
Related  Services  printed  on  it)  we  know 
where  it  is. 
FOUND: 

There  is  also  a  black  umbrella  in  the 
lost  &  found  box  near  the  South  door. 
FOUND: 

A  pair  of  eyeglasses  with  light  brown 

plastic  frames. 


7  his  is  the  week-end  when  our 
group  from  First  Christian 
Church  visits  Fort  Wayne's 
Memorial  Stadium  for  the  Wizards' 
baseball  game  on  Sunday  at  two 
o'clock. 

Thirty-three  of  the  Disciples  of 
Christ  will  be  going  to  rout  for  the  local 
baseball  team  —  let's  hope  they  pull 
out  a  victory. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  contest 
(as  far  as  we  are  concerned)  will  come 
at  the  bottom  of  the  seventh  inning 
when  Fort  Wayne  comes  to  bat.  First 
Christian's  Lori  Crouter  will  climb  atop 
the  Wizards  dugout  to  sing  "Take  Me 
O*  to  the  Ball  game.  "Let's  give  her  a 
big  round  of  ap-  plause 

after  she  w*r-    ^     blesit! 
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SERVING  JULY  20 
ELDERS 
8:15  a.m.  J.  Ohneck,  J. Church 
10:45  a.m.    C.  McGrew,  D.  Heimann 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.  J.  Arnold,  M.  Bier,  C.  Davis, 

D.  Keebortz,  T.  Knuckles 

10:45  a.m  C.  Falbe,  J.  Franklin,  L. Heimann, 
O.  McDougle,K.  Scott, 
L.  Stover,  L.  Vandergriff,  E.  Yeoman 
COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

JULY  20  &  JULY  27 
Mike  Mullen,  Christi  Deck,  Mindy  Deck 
HOME  COMMUNION 
G.  Bruckman  &  J.  Bohlen,  J.  Ohneck  &  S.  Brey, 
J.  Mey  &  L.  Brey,  B.  Widmer  &  R.  Wise 
SERVING  JULY  27 
ELDERS 
8:15  a.m.  K.  Blocher,  K.  Ohneck 
10:45  a.m.   S.Hayes,  B. Widmer 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.  M.  Crouse,  M.  Mullen,  J.  Ott, 
B.  Proegler 
10:45  a.m.  G.  Baitz,  D.  Bohlen,  J.  Bohlen, 

E.  Yeoman,  G.  Cole,  C.  Deck,  L.  Deck 
■R.  Wise, 


EMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
JULY  16-AUGUST   6 

Thelma  Swift(17),  Barbara  Clevenger(  1 7), 
sue  Oden(18),  George  Davis(18),  Thomas 
Mathis(19),  DJ.  Ranker  22),  Jackson  Phom- 
soupa(22),  Mary  Wilhelm(23),Dustin 
McEvoy(23),  Forrest  Smith(24),  Alisha 
Stover(24),  Kristie  Howard(25),  Woody 
Klepfer(26),  Glenn  D.  Miller(27),  Sue 
Brey(27),  Laura  Bowser(3 1 ),  Glenn  R. 
Miller(8-1),  Wanda  Howell(l),  Dick 
Mory(  1 ),  Lori  Lewis(  1 ),  Kelly  Walsh(  1 ), 
Christopher  01son(3),  Gloria  Phillips(4), 
Karen  Lands(4) 
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RECEPTION  FOR  ZEHRS 


Sunday,  August  1 7th 
is  the  last  day  that  we 
will  have  the  honor 
and  blessing  of  Diane's  and 
Jerry's  presence  amongst  us 
and  their  ministry  to  us.  To 
f^m  us  a  chance  to  honor 
and  thank  them  for  the  way 
tha  Lord  has  used  them  to 
touch  our  lives  there  wilt  be  a 
light  reception  following  sec- 
ond service  that 
day. 

Come,  join  us  in 
a  special  time  of 
fellowship  and 
thanksgiving! 


CLEAR.  DAY  1997 


€l  nside  you  will  find  a 
/    flyer  about  a  very 
exciting  opportunity  - 
CONGREGATIONAL 
LEADERS'  EDUCATION 
and  RENEWAL  - 
CLEAR.  DAY  1997. 
Whether  you  have  Just  ac- 


Ministers:  Rev  Jerry  and  Rev*  Diane  zehr 

Pastoral  Caller:  mm-  Geome  Bfuckman 


cepted  a  new  leadership  re- 
sponsibility or  you  need  new 
ideas  fora  position  you've 
held  for  a  while,  this  work- 
shop is  for  you!  Please  note 
that  there  are  only  200 
places,  so  get  your  registra- 
tion from  the  church  office 
and  into  the  mail  early! 
Registration  deadline  is 
September  12.  If  you  regis- 
ter before  September  9  you 
save  $2.00.  Don't  miss 
this  chance  to  learn  from  the 
best!  (Did  you  see  that  our 
own  Teresa  Hatten  is  one  of 
the  leaders4?!)  Hurry  to  get 
your  registration! 
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From  Here  to  Zehr 


q^l  s  you  read  this  article  we  are  re- 
r*   turning  from  the  General  Assem- 
bly. The  Assembly  is  a  gathering 
of  all  Disciple  congregations  in  the  U.S. 
and  Canada.  It  is  a  time  of  worship,  study- 
ing and  discussion  of  the  issues  of  the  day 
and  how  our  Christian  beliefs  should  im- 
pact our  action.  The  Assembly  reminds 
me  of  our  great  heritage  as  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ).  We  are  a 
church  that  is  congregational  in  it's  deci- 
sion making  process  and  yet  we  are  con- 
nected to  many  other  churches.  We  have 
the  best  of  both  worlds  between  the  inde- 
pendent churches  and  the  strong  denomi- 
national churches  like  the  Presbyterian  or 
the  Methodist  Church.  We  do  not  have  a 
Bishop  or  Ruling  Body  that  governs  what 
we  do  as  a  local  congregation  but  we  also 
are  not  "going  it  alone"  in  our  ministry. 
We  are  connected  to  many  congregations 
across  the  globe  by  our  choice  of  joining 
them  in  a  covenantal  agreement.  I  hope 
you  will  take  a  moment  to  appreciate  our 
roots  and  history  as  a  church  in  a  great 
movement  of  churches. 

See  you  Sunday, 

Jerry 

P.S:  Many  of  you  heard  that  we  did  not 
make  it  to  the  Assembly  because  I  got  very 


sick  halfway  there  and  we  decided  to 
come  home.  The  Assembly  is  worth 
going  to  and  especially  in  1999  when 
it  will  be  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  This  is 
only  eight  miles  north  of  Florence, 
Kentucky.  We  hope  you'll  come  and 
see  us! 


ELDERS  DON'T  FORGET! 


/I  ll  Elders,  both  past  and  present, 
^*  please  mark  on  your  calendars 
Augusts.  This  is  the  Tuesday 
evening  when  we  have  a  date  with 
Jerry  and  Diane  to  take  them  to  Casa 
d'Angelo's  on  Fairfield  at  6:00  p.m. 


CO  iQ. 


o 


/oiV 


7  he  sewing  Circle  meets  every 
2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  the 
month  at  9:00  a.m.  All  are  welcome  - 
even  if  you  have  no  previous  experi- 
ence! 

We  are  also  in  need  of  supplies: 
thread,  old  sheets,  baby  yarn,  &  scrap 
material  for  quilting. 


JULY  30,  1997 


TIDINGS 


PAGE  THREE 


PICK  UP  YOUR  QUARTERLY 
STATEMENTS 


C?  econd  quarter  statements  of  finan- 
•■*  cial  giving  are  ready  and  will  be 
available  in  the  narthex  this  Sunday, 
August3.  Please  make  an  effort  to  pick 
yours  up  and  save  us  the  postage  cost  of 
mailing  it.  Thank  You! 


TIDINGS  SCHEDULE  FOR 
AUGUST 


7  he  Tidings  will  next  be  published 
on  the  13th  of  August  then  again 
on  the  20th.  If  I  have  sufficient 
dates  for  the  September  calendar  it  will 
be  published  with  the  20th  Tidings. 
The  next  publication  date  after  that  will 
be  September  3rd.  Due  to  the  holiday, 
articles  should  be  in  early.  Thank  you! 


This  Sunday      *^ 

Children  2  years  -5th  grade  will  to  to  Linden- 
wood  Park  for  a  hike  to  see  the  wonders  of 
God's  world  this  Sunday,  August  3rd.  We  will 
leave  promptly  at  9:20  a.m.  and  return  by  the  end 
of  2nd  worship  service  at  1 2.00  noon.  We'll  need 
a  permission  slip  signed  by  parents  so  we'll  have 
some  on  hand  for  you  to  sign  as  you  bring  your 
children  that  day.  Be  sure  to  come  dressed  for  a 
hike  -  socks  and  shoes  (no  sandles),  long  pants. 

Summer  Teachers 
Judy  Church,  Laur*  Whitworth  , 
Sue  Breyjudy  Mey 


July  13 
Year-to-date 
July  20 
Year-to-date 


Attendance 

134 
180 

138 
178 


Budget  Needs 

$3,523.88 
$95,140.88 
$3,523.88 
$98,664.76 


Actual  Giving 

$2,391.70 
$91,524.10 

$1,925.29 
$93,449.39 
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THE  ADVENTURE  CLUB 
NEEDS  VOLUNTEERS! 


*m  irst  Christian  Church  has  been 
*      selected  by  the  Local  Education 
Fund's  Project  READS  to  be  one  of 
sixteen  imi^iboAood  lining  sites*  We 
will  provide  cfriidreo  to  grades  Kinder- 
prten  to  Third  Grade  with  after  school 
assistance  to  reading-  You  are  needed 
to  spend  time  working  with  one  or  two 
cfaUdreo  to  give  them  the  coirfldence 
and  took  they  need  to  become  success- 
fid  readers  and  students.  Adventures  in 
Reading  will  be  from  3:45  -  4:45  P.M. 
cash  Thursday  beginning  September  18, 
Just  one  hour  a  week  reading  with  a 
child  and  helping  that  child  read  to  you 
can  make  a  tremendous  impact  on  that 
student*  s  achievement  Please  consider 
becoming  a  READS  volunteer, 
(Volunteers  of  all  ages  from  middle 
school  on  are  needed,) 

Adventures  in  Peacemaking  will  be 
from  4:45  -  6:00  PJM.  During  this  time, 
the  children  will  learn  how  to  become 
peacemakers  through  the  Arts  and  other 
activities.  Also,  once  each  montk,  the 
femif  ies  of  the  children  will  be  invited 
to  share  a  meal  and  parents  will  learn 
how  to  become  partners  in  their  chil- 
dren" s  success  while  die  children  are 
participating  in  other  activities.  Volun- 
teers are  needed  for  those  times  as  well 


Please  call  Teresa  Matter*  at  447-2649  it 
soon  as  possible  to  volunteer.  Applica- 
tions must  be  processed  through  The  Fort 
Wayne  Community  Schools  Study  Con- 
nection and  this  takes  several  weeks. 


WIZARDS  UPDATE 

*9  he  group  of  First  Christum  mem- 
bets  did  not  bring  good  luck  m  its 
trip  to  see  the  Wizar ds  play  on  July  lOtk 
As  a  matter  of  feci  the  Wizards  suffered 
their  largest  loss  of  the  season  17-1.  To 
make  matters  worse,  due  to  a  communi- 
cation error*  Lori  C  router  never  got  to 
sing  her  song  at  the  bottom  of  the  seventh 
tuning!  However,  we'll  make  up  for  it, 
as  she  WILL  ting  both  the  National 
Anthem  at  tike  start  and  "Take  Me  Out 
To  The  Baltgame*  at  tie  stretch  half  of 
the  seventh  an  Thursday  night  August 
21st  at  Memorial  Stadium!  First  Chris- 
tian Church  am  also  take  advantage  an- 
other way  that  evening  as  up  to  33  tick- 
ets* the  same  number  we  church  goers 
paid  on  July  20th,  will  be  available  for  us 
at  half  the  price  we  paid  before.  Each 
ticket  will  only  cost  £2.50*  provided  we 
reserve  at  least  20  for  the  game!  Oet 
your  reservations  in  as  soon  as  possible 
at  the  church  office  to  get  them  at  the 
low Jow  rate!  (If  s  also  50  cent  hot  dog 
night  Ail  the  hot  dogs  you  can  eat  for 
S.50  each  instead  of  the  usual  $L75!) 
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Vince  Weils  is  recovering  at  home 
from  outpatient  surgery  he  had  last  Fri- 
day, 

Keep  Ruth  Titiesdeil  and  her  family 
in  your  prayers  as  the  grieve  the  death 
ofterfaustorKlJohnTniestfeU7/2L  A 
memorial  service  was  held  Sunday  af- 
ternoon at  the  church. 

Remember  Bob  Ludwig,  Earl  Hum- 
mer,  &  Beth  Hendricks  in  your  prayers 
f  also. 


D M.A.  TO  HONOR  JERRY  AND 
DIANE  WITH  LUNCH! 

7  he  D JMLA.  will  be  meeting  again 
on  August  5th, 

Theyll  have  a  carry-in  Luna&eon 
tt  Mow  here  at  the  chmneh  to  honor 
Jerry  and  Diane  Zehr  and  also  to  give 
you  a  chance  to  meet  onr  new  secretary, 
Diaime  Puna 

There  will  be  surprise  entertainment, 
too.    Come  join  us! 


DID 

YOU 

KNOW 


Did  you  fa**ff»™„.thai  the  Tidings  will 
he  published  m  the  13ffa  &  20th  of  Au- 
gust and  the  3rd  of  September 
DMym  knme*.*Jfimt  First  Christian  was 
recognized  for  being  a  Project  Reads  site 
last  year, 

Bid$m  kmw*~.<(M®  Glentser  is  going 
to  be  99  years  old  on  August  4th! 
Did  you  kmmu^^AbaX  First  Christian  re- 
ceived an  award  from  the  Regional  Of- 
fice for  being  in  the  "Indiana  Church 
Planters  Club*\  This  is  for  assisting  in 
the  planting  of  new  chinches  in  Indiana, 
Bfdyoukmm.***  that  RonandCaren 
Wise  moved  into  titeir  new  home  Ais 
pastFriday*  Their  new  address  &  phone 
number  aie:  14815  Sea  Holly  Ct 
46804,625-5452, 

Did  you  kmw..„.ifct&  Pat  Mullen  will 
begin  her  time  as  student  minister  this 
Sunday,  August  3rd,  at  Central  Christian 
Church  in  Huntington, 

flf  you  have  any  tidbits  for  our  new  arti- 
cle entitled,  *DM  Yon  Know**  call  the 
church  office  by  Mondays  at  noon)* 
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Don't  Shoot  the  Horse 
(until  you  learn  to  drive  the  tractor) 


mdf  t  the  turn  of  the  20th  century  most 
farming  and  some  transportation 
required  the  use  of  horses.  Also  at 
this  time  tractors  began  to  appear  on  the 
farm.  As  people  learned  to  use  the  trac- 
tor, the  horse  became  a  pet.  We  kept 
them  around  and  fed  them  until  they 
finally  died. 

Our  annual  financial  campaign  is  like 
an  old  horse.  Fifty  years  ago  the  cam- 
paign may  have  been  the  best  way  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  church.  Today 
this  is  not  getting  the  job  done.  The 
lack  of  activity  is  not  cured  by  harness- 
ing a  betterhorse.  We  need  a  renewed 
vision  and/or  mission  for  our  church 
life. 

WARNING:  We  can  not  stop  hav- 
ing campaigns  until  we  have  a  total  year 
-  round  plan  to  meet  the  spiritual  needs 
of  the  people. 

(DON'T  SHOOT  THE  HORSE) 

1 .  Giving  is  part  of  an  individual's 
personal  journey  toward  wholeness. 

2.  Giving  is  essential  to  the  mission  of 
ministry. 


JULY  30, 1997 


cim^es 


he  search  com- 
mittee is  cur- 
rently reviewing 
information  to  secure 
and  Interim  Pastor. 
Please  keep  them  in 
your  prayers  as  they 


make  this  very  important  decision. 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 
FRIDAY,  AUGUST  1 


6:00  p.m.  Wedding  Rehearsal 
SATURDAY.  AUGUST  2 


1 :00  p.m.  Burridge-Taylor  Wedding 
(at  Mt.  Calvary  Lutheran  Church) 
4:30  p.m.  Hess-Davis  Wedding 
SUNDAY.  AUGUST  3 


8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 
9:30  a.m.  Adult  Sunday  School 

10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 

TUESDAY.  AUGUST  5 


9:00  a.m.  Sewing  Circle 
12:00  noon  D.M.A.  Luncheon 

6:00  p.m.  Eiders  dinner  at  Casa's 
NO  TIDINGS  THIS  WEEK 


SUNDAY.  AUGUST  10 


8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 
9:30  a.m.  Adult  Sunday  School 

10.45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 

TUESDAY.  AUGUST  12 


6:30  p.m.  Administrative  Board 
7:30  p.m,    Board  of  Trustees  Meeting 
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REMEMBER  OUR 
HOMEKXJND 

REMEMBER  OUR  SHUT-INS  IN  YOUR  PRAYERS 

IN  NURSING  HOMES  &  RETIREMENT  HOMES: 

The  Arbors,  2827  Northgate  Blvd.   46835 

Fern  Kenline,  Room  202 

Freda  Flaugh,  Room  301 

Courtland  Health  &  Rehabilitation  Center,  3555  Spy  Run  Ext.  46805 

Ardith  Wrisk,  Room  217 

Kingston  Residence,  7515  Winchester  Road  46819 

Valetta  Parlette,  Room  410 

Lutheran  Home,  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.   46816 

Maude  Goodrich,  Room  107 

Velma  Hechler,  Room  116 

Mariner  Health  Care  Center,  4430  Elsdale  Drive  46835 

Bernice  Montgomery,  Room  317-1 

Ossian  Health  Care,  215  Davis  Road,  Ossian,  IN  46774 

Dorothy  Green,  Room  301 A 

Riverbend,  7519  Winchester  Road  46819 

Lou  Simmons,  Room  105-2 

St.  Anne's  Nursing  Home,  1900  Randalia  Drive  46805 

Ressie  Ehresman,  Room  324-B 

Townhouse  Retirement  Center,  2209  St.  Joe  Center  Road  46825 

Glenn  &  Lola  Miller,  Room  20 1W 

AT  HOME: 

Lucille  Branstrator,  9721  Coverdale  Road  46809 

Jack  &  Emma  Phillips,  1737  Godfrey  Road  46819 

Lila  Russell,  3936  Irene  Court  46808 

Donald  &  Sarah  Smith,  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.,  Apt.  E421   46816 

Coleen  Wilcoxson  &  Orda  Glentzer,  746  Candlelite  Court  46807 

Charles  Wrisk,  259  E.  Sherwood  Terrace  46807 

Andy  Cook,  1 1335  Gongwer  Drive  46845 
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SERVING  AUGUST  3 
ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.  B.  Bier,  A.  Moll 
10;45  a.m.    G.  Klepfer,  J.  Mey 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.  J.  Arnold,  M.  Bier,  C.  Davis, 

D.  Keebortz,  T.  Knuckles 

10:45  a.m   S.  Brey,  L.  Brey,  M.  Deck, 

E.  Gorman,  H.  Mathis,  E.  Rieke, 
L.  Whitworth,  W.  Whitworth 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
AUGUST  3  &  10 
J.  Ott,  L.  Deck,  C.  Falbe 
HOME  COMMUNION 
D.  Heiman  &  Kris  Scott,  C.  Hatten  &  L.  Stover, 
J.  Church  &  S.  Brinkley,  B.  Bier  &  E.  Yeoman 
SERVING  AUGUST  10 
ELDERS 
8:15  a.m.   G.  Bruckman,  E.  Conrad 
10:45  a.m.  B.  Franklin,  C.  Hatten 
DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.  M  Crouse,  M.  Mullen,  J.  Ott, 
B.  Proegler,  D.  Schuricht 
10:45  a.m.  C.  Falbe,  J.  Franklin, 
L.  Heimann,  m.  McDougle,  O.  McDougle,  K. 
Scott,  L.  Stover,  L.  Vandergriff,  S.  Brickley 
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From  Here  to  Zehr 

/  his  will  be  my  last  article  as  your 
Senior  Pastor.  I  want  to  thank  so 

Thank  you  for  laughing  at  my  bad 

|okes,and  smiling  when  I  sang. 

many  of  you  for  your  support  and  love  over 

Remember,  You  are  God's  Child! 

these  last  m  years.  I  will  always  remember 

those  who  stood  with  us  as  we  made  some 

Shine  like  Stars! 

beautiful  renovations,  and  exciting  changes 

Love, 

for  the  church.  I  will  cherish  the  adventurous 

Jerry 

spirit  of  people  as  we  tried  some  new  prefects 

like  a  'Walk  to  Bethlehem",  V.B.S.,  and  the 

Our  new  address  &  phone  are: 

summer  program.  The  youth  kept  me 

6161  Rocky  Pork  Drive,  Apt.  95 

youthful  with  their  ''Strings  and  Stars/'  lock- 

Burlington,  KY  41005 

ins,  and  Sunday  School  class.  I  have  felt 

(606)  746-2172 

privilege  d  that  many  of  you  have  allowed  me 

to  share  with  you  in  your  celebrations  and 

Church  address  &  phone: 

trials  of  life. 

200  S.  Main  St. 

It  has  been  a  (oy  to  be  able  to  work  to- 

Florence, KY  41042 

gether  with  Diane  and  share  in  ministry  to- 

(606) 647-5000 

gether.  I  feel  like  we  worked  well  together 

and  strengthened  each  others  weaknesses. 

Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  and  Rev.  Diane  zehr 

Pastoral  caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  S.  Calhoun  street        Ft.  Wayne,  in  46807 


744-3239 
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from  Ham  to  Diane  Zeht 


A  Thank  You  to  "The  Mildreds" 


I  think  ths  jostle  Paul  must  have  led  a  diffi- 
cult life  and  ministry  moving  as  often  as  he  did.  I 
am  thinking  about  hrm  as  we  prepare  to  leave  this 
ministry  and  move  on  the  Florence,  Kentucky. 
Mow  do  we  say  good-bye  to  you  who  have  been  out 
church  family  and  friends  for  these  6  years'? 

There  is  no  adequate  way  and  yet  Jerry  and  I 
do  treasure  so  many  of  ^h&  relationships  we  have 
shared,  so  many  of  the  things  we  have  accom- 
plished together  for  God. 

Do  know  this:  We  will  always  hold  you  dear  to 
us  and  continue  to  pray  for  your  ministry  and  your 
lives. 

Grace  and  peace  to  you  always. 
Love, 


Diane  Zehr 


I  Am  God's  Child 


I  may  be  Black 
I  may  be  White 
I  may  be  Wild 
I  may  be  Uptight 
But  I  am  God's  child 

I  may  be  IN 
I  may  be  Out 
I  may  be  Tall 
I  may  be  Stout 
But  f  am  God's  child. 


I  may  be  Rich 
I  may  be  Poor 
I  may  be  Exciting 
I  may  be  a  bore 
But  I  am  God's  child 

Mistreated 
Unseated 

But  never  defeated 
Because !  am.... 
Because  I  am.... 
Because  I  am... 
God's  Child 


People  make  a  difference,  and  the 
commitment  to  plant  seeds  does  reap  a 
harvest.  As  we  celebrate  the  renovation 
of  our  facility  many  people  do  not  know 
that  without  the  seed  money  from  Mil- 
dred Hartman,  and  Mildred  Hutchison 
the  renovation  might  not  have  hap- 
pened. A  year  after  I  was  here  some  of 
the  leadership  of  the  church  met  with 
the  Mildreds  to  discuss  their  desire  to 
give  the  church  some  seed  money  to 
build  some  new  restrooms.  With  that 
encouragement  and  money  in  hand  we 
developed  a  capital  task  force  and  the 
rest  is  history. 

I  share  this  story  for  two  reasons. 
One,  to  say  thank  you  to  Mildred 
Hutchison  and  Mildred  Hartman  for 
their  vision  and  commitment.  Two,  to 
encourage  people  to  set  money  aside  in 
their  wills  and  trust  funds.  Without 
special  gifts  from  individuals  many  of 
the  projects  of  the  church  would  never 
be  completed. 

When  I  walk  through  the  Sanctuary 
and  Fellowship  Hall,  I  feel  so  uplifted 
to  see  the  new  renovations. 

Thank  you  for  the  hard  work  and 
commitment  you  made  to  see  this  to 
completion. 

Jerry 
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THANK  YOU 
FIRST  CHRISTIAN  FAMILY 


We  are  greatly  encouraged  by  so  many  of 
you  who  have  given  us  your  blessing  and 
affirmed  us  as  we  now  begin  our  ministry  at 
West  Creighton  Avenue  Christian  Church. 

As  we  reflect  back  over  the  first  half  of 
the  year  in  our  time  at  First  Christian,  we 
can  surely  see  that  both  of  us  have  gained  a 
deeper  understanding  and  experience  of 
God's  presence  in  our  lives  because  of  you. 
Thank  you! 

I,  Steve,  have  "learned"  how  much  I 
have  yet  to  learn.  My  weaknesses  become 
more  evident  along  the  way.  The  ungrace- 
ful urgency  I  sometimes  feel  about  my  vi- 
sion in  one  area  of  ministry  leads  to  blind 
spots  obscuring  vision  for  other  areas. 

How  much  do  we  all  need  to  be  guided 
by  the  Spirit  of  Christ  which  at  times  calls 
us  to  cooperate  with  the  transformation  of 
our  weaknesses  into  strengths  and  other 
times  calls  us  to  give  of  our  strengths  with 
humility  and  the  attitude  of  a  servant. 
Surely  there  are  many  of  you  that  come  to 
our  minds  who  are  led  by  the  Spirit  in  these 
ways!! 


THANK  YOU  cont. 

Even  now  as  we  enter  into  new  rela- 
tionships through  which  we  will  experi- 
ence Christ  with  us,  we  pray  that  you  will 
know  Christ  even  more  deeply  as  you  con- 
tinue to  serve  God  within  the  family  of 
First  Christian  Church. 

May  you  have  the  assurance  of  having 
all  that  you  need  so  that  you  may  freely 
commit  yourselves  as  living  witnesses  of 
Christ's  ongoing  presence  through  the 
Body  of  Christ  in  mission  to  the  world. 

Your  brother  and  sister  in  Christ, 

Steve  &  Amy  Vachon 


Harold  E.  Cline  to  be  Honored 

A  dinner  in  honor  of  Harold  E. 
Cline,  former  Interim  Regional  Min- 
ister of  the  Christian  Church  in  the 
Southwest  will  be  given  on  August  14th 
in  Fort  Worth,  Texas.   The  dinner  is  be- 
ing given  in  appreciation  for  his  min- 
istry in  this  position  from  1995  till 
1997. 


Attendance 

Budget  Needs 

Actual  Giving 

July  27 

119 

$3,523.88 

$1,660.00 

Year-to-date 

176 

$105/716.40 

$95,109.39 

August  3 

151 

$3,523.88 

$4,567.33 

Year-to-date 

175 

$109,240.28 

$99,676.72 
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ADVENTURE  CLUB 

^f  fast  Christian  Church  has  been 
y    Befcotod  by  Uie  Local.  Education 

Fund's  Project  READS  to  be  one 
of  sixteen  neiffctartiood  reading  sites. 
We  will  provide  children,  in  pudes 
Kindergarten  to  Third  Grade  with  tier 
school  assistance  in  leading.  You  arc 
needed  to  spend  time  working  with  one 
or  two  children  to  give 
them  the  confidence  and 
loots  they  need  to  become 
roccesafiil  readers  and  sin- 
dents,  Adventures  in  Read- 
ing will  be  from  3:45  -  4:45 
PJML  each  Thiusday  begin- 
ning September  18,  Just 
one  hour  a  week  reading 
with  a  child  sod  helping 
tbat  child  read  to  yon  can  make  a 
tremendous  impart  on  that  student** 
achievement  Please  consider  becoming 
a  READS  volunteer.  (Volunteers  of  all 
ages  from  middle  school  on  are  needed,) 
Advetttareai  in  Peaet m&M rig  will  be 
Horn  4-45  -  6:00  PJML  During  this  time, 
the  children  will  learn  how  to  become 
peacemakers  through  the  Arts  and  other 
activities.  Also,  once  each  month,  the 
families  of  the  children  will  be  invited  to 
share  a  meal  and  parents  will  learn  how 
to  become  partners  in  their  children's 
success  while  the  children  are  participate 


After-Schod 
Program 


tag  in  other  activities.  Volunteers  are 
needed  for  those  times  as  well.  Please  call 
Teresa  Hatten  at  447-2649  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible to  volunteer.  Applications  must  be 
processed  through  The  Fort  Wayne  Com- 
munity Schools  Study  Connection  and  this 
takes  several  weeks, 

ATTENTION' 

ALL  PARENTS  OF  3R0^th  grader^ 

Welcome  to  Worskw  is  a  series 
of  4  classes  for  those  who  are  just  be- 
ginning  to  be  in  worship  for  the  whole 
hour.  It  is  taught  by  one  of  our  eiders* 
Eunice  Conrad.  Together  she  and  the 
ctrildms  explore  what  worship  is  about 
why  we  take  communion  and  other  as- 
pects of  the  service  that  can  give  more 
meaning  to  their  experience. 

Even  if  your  child  has  been  through 
the  propim  before,  they  are  invited  to 
attend  each  year  they  are  3kL  4th,  or 
5th  graders.  At  the  end  of  the  series* 
each  child  who  has  not  yet  received  a 
Bible  from  the  church  will  be  presented 
with  one  during  a  time  of  recognition  in 
worship, 

Dates  this  year  are:  September  7, 
1 4, 2 1 ,  and  28,  Bibles  will  he  pre- 
sented on  October  6th, 

Please  call  the  chinch  office  to  regis- 
ter your  child. 
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Our  coopati^tfoim  to  these  couples 
who  have  recently  married  on  Saturday* 

August  2  : 
Keoaeth  &  Diana  (Bai-ridga)  Taylor 
and 

James  &  Alycto  (Ems)  Davis* 

Breeda  Kelty  will  be  having  heart 
surgeiy  Monday  mornings  Aug.,18- 

Keep  Sue  Allen  in  your  prayers  as 
she  tecoven  at  home  after  smseiy. 

Jack  PhllUp  was  able  to  leave  the 
hospital  on  Wed,*  Aug.,  6, 


A 


Hey  Everybody" 

lets  Go  to  the  hob!! 


Thafs  right  —A  Sock  Hop!  Shut- 
day  4,  September  ^tii.  Mark  your 
Calendars!!  We  wast  to  see  you 

litre*! 


DID 

YOU 

KNOW 


Didyou  fofw„....that  Lori  Croutei  has 
moved  to  Coventry  Court?  Her  new  address 
is  506  Bifdittee  Ln  Apt,  C.  -07 
Itocie  number:  456-0079 
Did  job  fai0w~JhgL  Mindy  Deck  also  has  £ 
new  address:  73 12  Lake  Ridge  Dr=  -19 
Did  ym  kmw^Hmb  &  Kafhlyn  Banet  arc 
mow  living  at  2622  Covington  Commons  Dr. 
-04.  Phone:  436-7928 
DM  you  faf0if*...~**that  Tawttia  Comer  & 
Cearstm  have  moved  to  4620  Butte  R&  -08 
Did  you  kmm****»*th%t  Doris  and  Mm. 
Finkhousen  will  celebrate  50  years  ofnunp- 
riage  on  August  29tfa! 

(If  you  have  any  tidbits  tor  our  new  article  en- 
titled  "TOd  You  Know**  call  the  chinch  office 
by  Mondays  at  noon), 
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collecting  For  the  Needs  Of  OP 


o— a- 
The  Women's  Rescue  Mission  needs: 

New  Twin  size  sheets  &  comforters 

Women's  &  children's  clothes 

Women's  &  children's  health  products 

School  Supplies,  New  towei  sets 

Please  bring  to  church  Sunday,  Aug.  17  or 
24.  Kris  Ohneck  will  deliver  them  the 
week  of  Aug.  25. 


0\}£-H§ 


Our  New  Members 

We  welcome  Jim  and  Lori  Shearer 
into  the  family  at  First  Christian.  They 
came  forward  to  join  this  past  Sunday, 
August  10th.  If  you  haven't  met  them 
yet,  do  so  soon.  They  usually  attend  the 
second  service.  Their  picture  can  be 
found  on  the  new  member  board. 


TIDINGS  SCHEDULE 


/  he  Tidings  will  be  published 
*    again  next  week.  The  next  publi- 
cation date  after  that  will  be  September 
3rd.  Due  to  the  holiday,  articles  should 
be  in  early.  Thank  you! 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  16 

3:00  p.m.  Chapel  in  use 
SUNDAY,  AUGUST  17 

8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 
9:30  a.m.  Adult  Sunday  School 
10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
12:00noon  Reception  for  Zehrs 
MONDAY,  AUGUST  5 
12:00  noon  Deadline  for  Tidings  Arti- 
cles (Including  Sept.  Calendar  dates) 
THURSDAY,  AUGUST  21 
7:00  p.m.  Wizards  Game 
FRIDAY,  AUGUST  22 
6:30  p.m.  Rehearsal 
SATURDAY,  AUGUST  23 
3:30  p.m.  Wedding 
SUNDAY,  AUGUST  24 
8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 
9:30  a.m.  Adult  Sunday  School 
10.45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
2:00  p.m.  Teacher  Training  Meeting, 
North  Christian  Church 
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REMEMBER  OUK 
HONVE^OUND 

REMEMBER  OUR  SHUT-INS  IN  YOUR  PRAYERS 
IN  NURSING  HOMES  &  RETIREMENT  HOMES: 
The  Arbors,  2827  Northgate  Blvd.   46835 
Fern  Kenline,  Room  202 
Freda  Flaugh,  Room  301 

Courtland  Health  &  Rehabilitation  Center,  3555  Spy  Run  Ext.  46805 
Ardith  Wrisk,  Room  217 

Covington  Manor  Nursing  Center,  5700  Wilkie  Dr.  46804 
Lucille  Branstrator 

Kingston  Residence,  7515  Winchester  Road  468 1 9 
Valetta  Parlette,  Room  410 
Lutheran  Home,  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.   46816 
Velma  Hechler,  Room  116 

Mariner  Health  Care  Center,  4430  Elsdale  Drive  46835 
Bernice  Montgomery,  Room  317-1 

Ossian  Health  Care,  215  Davis  Road,  Ossian,  IN  46774 
Dorothy  Green,  Room  301 A 
Riverbend,  7519  Winchester  Road  46819 
Lou  Simmons,  Room  105-2 

St.  Anne's  Nursing  Home,  1900  Randalia  Drive  46805 
Ressie  Ehresman,  Room  324-B 

Townhouse  Retirement  Center,  2209  St.  Joe  Center  Road  46825 
Glenn  &  Lola  Miller,  Room  20 1W 
AT  HOME: 

Jack  &  Emma  Phillips,  1737  Godfrey  Road  46819 
Lila  Russell,  3936  Irene  Court  46808 

Donald  &  Sarah  Smith,  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.,  Apt.  E421   46816 
Coieen  Wilcoxson  &  Orda  Glentzer,  746  Candlelite  Court  46807 
Charles  Wrisk,  259  E.  Sherwood  Terrace  46807 
Andy  Cook,  11335  Gongwer  Drive  46845 
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SERVING  AUGUST  17 

ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.  J.  Ohneck,  J.  Church, 

10:45  a.m.    D.  Heimann,  B.  Wid- 

mer 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 

8:15  a.m.  J.  Arnold,  M.  Bier, 

C.  Davis, 

D.  Keebortz,  T.  Knuckles 

10:45  a.m  R.  Baitz,  J.  Baitz, 

D.  Bohlen, 

J.  Bohlen,  S.  Brickiey,  G.Cole, 

C  Deck 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

AUGUST  17  &  24 
D.  Schuricht,  E.Gorman,  Holly  Mathis 
HOME  COMMUNION 
Kris  Ohneck  &  Marlene  Crouse,  Judy 
Church  &  Linda  Deck,  D.  Heimann  & 
Leo  Heimann,  Bill  Franklin  &  Eric 
Reike. 
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Bier(  1 8),  Lois  Finkhousen(  3  8),  Lori 
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!  GOOD  NEWS !! 


7  he  search  committee  is  very  glad  to 
announce  that  Rev.  Bill  M.  Riggs 
has  accepted  our  call  to  become  In- 
terim Senior  Pastor.  He  will  lead  us  through 
the  months  ahead  as  we  search  for  replace- 
ments for  Jerry  and  Diane. 

Bill  comes  to  us  from  Carmel  Christian 
Church  (north  of  Indianapolis)  where  he  just 
finished  a  successful  interim  ministry.  He 
had  previously  served  as  interim  pastor  at 
Marion  Christian  and  Elkhart  Central  Chris- 
tian. The  committee  earnestly  solicits  your 
prayers  as  we  move  ahead  with  the.  search 
process. 

for  the  Search  Committee, 
Bill  franklin 


Volume  54,  No.  27 


,ntroducfn£ 
im      BillRiggfi 

rfjf  ou'll  find  Pastor  Bill  Riggs  an 
yi^  easy  person  to  talk  with.  He's  a 
r     delightfiil  man  with  lots  of  expe- 
rience with  churches.  He  will  be 
an  enabler  for  us  as  we  continue  our 
programs  already  in  place.  Be  here 
when  he  fills  the  pulpit  for  the  first  time 
on  Sept.  7  (which  is  also  Sunday 
School  kick-off  day,  by  the  way — big 
day  all  around!) 

Pastor  Bill  grew  up  in  a  little  coun- 
try Disciples  church  where  he  played 
the  piano  and  did  some  preaching 
while  he  was  still  in  high  school.  His 
A.B.  is  from  Phillips  University  in 
Enid,  OK,  in  1954;  his  M.Div.  from  St. 
Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


Ministers:  Rev.  Jerry  and  Rev.  Diane  Zehr 

Pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruekman 

4800  s.  Calhoun  street         Ft  Wayne,  in  46807 
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GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 
MEMORIES 

COME  AND  SEE!  was  the  theme  cho- 
sen for  to  1997  General  Assembly  io 
Denver,  This  fiheme  was  most  appropriate 
for  this  Disciples  gathering,  Denver  if 
such  a  beautiftii  city  situated  in  an  awe  in- 
spiring natural  setting.  The  city  sits  on  the 
western  edge  *rf*b^  i1^*  pJ*ta  of  the  eon- 
tioenit*  with.  Che  magpificeitt  Rocky  Moon* 
tains  rising  to  the  west.  Wefiatimders 
were  inspired  and  enchanted  by  the  city 
mild  its  surmuodiogs.  Moreover,  the 
wtthnA  and  hospitality  of  our  hosts  made 
the  visit  even  more  memorable- 

Before  Joan  and  I  relate  some  of  the 
highlight  of  our  visit  we  want  to  thank  the 
(xmgregMion  for  sending  us  m  your  repre- 
sentatives. We  hope  we  represented  ALL 
of  you  at  the  assembly. 

The  overall  format  of  all  the  General 
Assemblies  is  basically  the  same;  she  con- 
ference opens  and.  closes  with,  worship*  To 
Joan  and  I  these  services  are  the  most 
meaningful  times.  From  the  very  first 
worship  on  Friday,  when  we  were  inspired 
by  Dick  Hamm's  message,  to  the  closing 
service  the  following  Tuesday,  the  Holy 
Spirit  was  very  real  in  the  assembled  Dis- 
ciples. It  was  especially  evident  m  we 
closed  with  the  most  spiritual  rendition  of 
Handel's  Messiah  we  have  ever  heard.  It 
was  Awesome! 

We  were  surprised  to  learn  when  Dick 
Hantrn  spoke  that  he  had  been  in  a  seri- 


ous accident  a  few  months  prior  to  ihe 
assembly*  He  was  not  seriously  hurt  but 

his  host  was  injured  so  badly  thai  he  died. 
a  few  days  later.  Thank  God,  Dick  is 

OJC! 

It  would  take  far  too  much  space  and 
time  to  relate  all  of  the  experiences  we 
had  during  the  5  day  meeting,  but  let  us 
relate  to  yon  some  impressions  and  some 
feelinp  we  had. 

First,  the  most  joyful  thing  was  the 
energy  ,  joy  and  plain  fun  of  having  more 
tfaan  1600  youths  in  attendance.  We  got 
to  meet  many  of  them  and  we  feel  that 
our  church  is  heading  for  great  things  as 
these  fine  young  people  mature  and 
move  bto  leadership.  You  could  liter* 
ally  feet  their  joy  in  their  faith  and  in  our 
denomination. 

We  have  a  special  memory  of  our  trip 
to  Colorado  Springs  on  Sunday  to  attend 
sendee  at  F*C.C  To  our  amazement,  we 
sat  down  after  church  to  a  peat  meal  pre* 
pared  by  members  of  the  church.  And 
would  you  believe  it  we  sat  next  to  pec** 
pie  from  Anderson,  Mimcie,  and  Indi- 
anapolis! (Disciples  sure  do  know  how 
to  have  great  church  dinners  J) 

All  of  the  business  sessi«s  were  well 
attended.  Debate  was  open  and  not  argu- 
mentative. The  only  item  that  did  not 
pass  had  to  do  with  a  reduction  in  the 
size  of  the  National  Board  of  Directors. 

We  kept  running  into  old  friends 
(continued  on  page  3) 
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Memories 

(c&mt,  from  pg  2} 

[Toughoirt  the  [denting.  Jim  Grimshaw  was 

m  of  the  first  persons  we  humped  into — 
I*S  doing  well  and  sends  his  love  to  all 
fe  were  unable  to  see  Dick  Hamuli  for  a 
i©d  chat  but  were  able  to  give  your  re- 
irds  and  part  with  a  big  hug.  However,  we 
d  get  to  spend  some  special  time  with 
Endy  and  Laura.  They*  too,,  send  their 
we,  Harold  and  Ruby  Clke  look  great! 
I  tells  us  he  is  really  md  finally  going  to 
tire  in  September,  Sally  lives  in  Denver 
id  we  enjoyed  a  picnic  at  her  home  with 
m  mom  and  dad.  She's  a  dead  ringer  for 
I  mother  at  the  same  age,  Fnuiklin 
IcGuire  thought  she  was  her  m&mf  and 
reeled  her  warmly  as  Ruby!  Joan  had  to 
plate  who  was  who! 

We  realize  that  this  report  is  by  no 
Leans  complete,  but  If  any  of  you  have  spe- 
fic  questions  about  the  assembly,  just:  pah 
I  and.  ask.  We  onfy  ham  one.  copy  of 
Gemmi  Amem&ly  News  M  (we  are  attempt- 
ig  to  get  more).  We  will  leave  it  in  the  of- 
ce  for  you  to  take  a  look  at 

In  closing  we  would  like  to  say  that  In 
m  years  the  Assembly  will  be  in  Cinch*- 
ati>  Pro  praying  for  a  bus  load  front  F*C*C. 
>  be  in  attendance!  If  God  wills,  the  two  of 
s  will  he  there, 

Bill  &  Joan  Franklin 


r 


in  met  t£&£d 


DM  to  be  in  a  Pickl 

/  he  DJM.A.  will  be  visiting  SeehJer 

Pickle  on  their  next  outing  SEPTEM- 
BER 9TEL  Pieme  note  the  change  in 
dam.  This  month  we  will  m&&  on  the 
2nd  Tuesday  because  of  the  Labor  Day 
Holiday.  Don't  forget  the  change  or 
you'll  really  be  k  a  pickle.  You  don't 
want  to  miss  Ixsmh  at  the  Grabill  ton  and 
the  covered  bridge  in  Speneerville  as  well 
as  the  interesting  trip  to  Sechler  Pickle, 
There  will  be  catpools  leaving  from  the 
church  at  1 1  :Q0  am  or  you  may  get  a  map 
and  m&dt  us  at  the  GrabUl  Inn  at  Noon. 
Just  Ain't  miss  this  fun-filled  day! 


\ 
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ADVENTURE  CLUB 

^7  irst  Christian  Church  has  been 
y    selected  by  the  Local  Education 

Fund's  Project  READS  to  be  one 
of  sixteen  neighborhood  reading  sites. 
We  will  provide  children  in  grades 
Kindergarten  to  Third  Grade  with  after 
school  assistance  in  reading.  You  are 
needed  to  spend  time  working  with  one 
or  two  children  to  give 
them  the  confidence  and 
tools  they  need  to  become 
successful  readers  and  stu- 
dents. Adventures  in  Read- 
ing will  be  from  3:45  -  4:45 
P.M.  each  Thursday  begin-  A  t  Oil 
ning  September  1 8.  Just  AllCl'UlllUUl 
one  hour  a  week  reading  f  T  0  2  I  (I  HI 
with  a  child  and  helping  C 

that  child  read  to  you  can  make  a 
tremendous  impact  on  that  student's 
achievement.  Please  consider  becoming 
a  READS  volunteer.  (Volunteers  of  all 
ages  from  middle  school  on  are  needed.) 
Adventures  in  Peacemaking  will  be 
from  4:45  -  6:00  P.M.  During  this  time, 
the  children  will  learn  how  to  become 
peacemakers  through  the  Arts  and  other 
activities.  Also,  once  each  month,  the 
families  of  the  children  will  be  invited  to 
share  a  meal  and  parents  will  learn  how 
to  become  partners  in  their  children's 
success  while  the  children  are  participat- 


ing in  other  activities.  Volunteers  are 
needed  for  those  times  as  well.  Please  call 
Teresa  Hatten  at  447-2649  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible to  volunteer.  Applications  must  be 
processed  through  The  Fort  Wayne  Com-  j 
munity  Schools  Study  Connection  and  thisj 
takes  several  weeks. 

ATTENTION! 

ALL  PARENTS  OF  3RD-5TH  graders 

Welcome  to  Worship  is  a  series 
of  4  classes  for  those  who  are  just  be- 
ginning to  be  in  worship  for  the  whole 
hour.  It  is  taught  by  one  of  our  elders, 
Eunice  Conrad.  Together  she  and  the 
children  explore  what  worship  is  about, 
why  we  take  communion  and  other  as- 
pects of  the  service  that  can  give  more 
meaning  to  their  experience. 

Even  if  your  child  has  been  through 
the  program  before,  they  are  invited  to 
attend  each  year  they  are  3rd,  4th,  or 
5th  graders.  At  the  end  of  the  series, 
each  child  who  has  not  yet  received  a 
Bible  from  the  church  will  be  presented 
with  one  during  a  time  of  recognition  in 
worship. 

Dates  this  year  are:  September  7, 
14,21,  and  28.  Bibles  will  be  pre- 
sented on  October  6th. 

Please  call  the  church  office  to  regis- 
ter your  child. 
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A  special  gift  bequethed  to  our 
church,  from  Marvel  Brickley,  is  one 
of  our  many  blessings  to  be  shared. 

Kathy  Blocher  and  Jim  Cron  were 
married  last  Saturday  in  the  Chapel. 

Please  keep  in  your  prayers  these 
friends  who  are  not  well:  Charles 
Wrisk,  Jack  Phillips  and  Bev  Hen- 
dricks 

Glenn  R.  Miller  was  able  to  go 
home  from  Parkview  Sunday,  Aug.  17 

George  Cole  was  admitted  to  St. Joe 
Monday  morning,  Aug  18.  He's  in 
room  484. 

Brenda  Kelly  had  surgery  on  her 
Carotid  artery  Monday,  Aug.  1 8 


DID 

YOU 

KNOW 

Did  you  know. that  Bill  Riggs,  our  new  In- 
terim Pastor  will  begin  his  ministry  with  us 
here  on  Sept.  7 

Did  you  know. that  Sept  7  is  also  Sunday 

School  Kick-Off  Sunday 

Did  you  know. that  there's  a  great  teachers 

workshop  this  Sunday,  2:00  at  North  Chris- 
tian 

Did  you  know. that  Lois  and  Max 

Finkhousen  will  celebrate  50  years  of  mar- 
riage on  August  29th! 

(If  you  have  any  tidbits  for  our  new  article  en- 
titled, "Did  You  Know"  call  the  church  office 
by  Mondays  at  noon). 


August  10 
Year-to-date 


Attendance 

129 
174 


Budget  Needs 

$3,523.88 
$112,164.16 


Actual  Giving 

$2,150.22 
$101,826.94 
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Pastor  BOI  Riggs  (cent  from  Pg  1) 

He  pasiored  several  drarefaes  to  Missouri 
and  thai  from  1967-71  he  w^s  District 
Minister,  working  with  42  churches  in  the 
North  Central  Region.  From  1971-81  he 
pastored  at  First  Christian  to  Qidncy,  D-, 
where  he  was  the  only  professi  otml  staff* 
Ainong  other  responsibilities  white  there* 
he  was  President  of  the  College  of  Profes- 
sional Christian  Ministers  of  the  Illi- 
oois/Wisoofisia  Region  for  two  years* 
Also  he  was  a  ten-year  member  of  the  con- 
sultation team  of  the  region  which  was  de- 
signed to  assist  churches  in.  crisis,  help 
them  evaluate  themselves  and  their  expec* 
tations  for  new  leadership  during  an  in- 
terim ministry*  and  provide  leadership  for 
congregations  seeking  a  new  direction  in 
their  life  and  ministry* 

From  I9§2~93u  Pastor  Bill  served  at 
Northwood  Christian  Church  in  Indianapo- 
lis where  among  his  many  responsibilities 
was  the  coordination  of  a  provisional  staff 
of  four.  He  also  served  as  president  of  the 
Greater  Indianapolis  Disciples  Area  Minis- 
ters and  on  the  Advisory  Board  of  Chris- 
tion  Theological  Seminary,  and  six  yearn 
on  the  Commission  on  Ministry  in  Indiana. 

Since  199  K  he  has  served  as  interim  for 
three  churches,  the  last  one  at  Caroiei,  IN, 
where  his  last  Sunday  will  be  the-  24th*  He 
is  eager  to  get  started  here  and  is  now  try- 
ing to  find  an  apartment  for  himself  and 
his  cat  Samatitha,  His  two  daughter  are 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 

SUNDAY,  AUGUST  24 
8:15  nan*  First  Wocdiip  Services* 
George  Bruckman  Preaching 

9:30  ajn.  Adult  Sunday  School 
10:45  ajn.  Second  Worship  Service 
2:0G  p4Bnu  Teacher  Training  Meeting, 

North  Christian  Church 
5:00-7:00  pjn,  YouHi  Group  Meeting 

TUESDAY,  AUGUST  2« 
9:00  Mm,  Sewing  Circle 

SUNDAY,  AUGUST  31 
8:15  ajn,  First  Worship  Service 
9:30  am,  Adult  Sunday  School 
10,45  am  Second  Worship  Service 
MO  YOUTH  GROUP 

MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  I 
LABOR  DAY-  Church  Office  Closed 

TUESDAY  SEPTEMBER  2 
6:00  p.nt  Elders- Meeting 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  6 
Youth  Lock-In 
SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  7 
Pastor  Bill  Rigp  Preaching 
8:15  aju.  First  Worship  Service, 
9:30  a.m.  Kick  Off  Sunday 
Cheese  a  Class! 
10:45  iuaa,  Second  Worship  Service 
Wctanra  to  Worship 
grades  3-5 


grown  and  flown.  Be  here  Sept  7  to 
give  Pustor  BUI  Rigp  a  warm  Writ 
Christian  welcome! 
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ilCKOFF  SUNDA 

SEPTEMBER  7TM 

When  was  the  last  time  you  said  to  a 
young  person,  "What!  Your  school  stilts 
iii  a  couple  weeks?  Too  badl"  or  "So 
you  have  home  work.  What  a  drag!" 
Have  you  ever  stopped  to  think  what  a 
negative  message  that  sends  about  edu- 
cation? Most  of  us  know  tot  eduction, 
not  only  is  necessary  but  essentioal  io 
this  modem  world.  The  more  education 
you  have  the  more  successful  you  are 
likely  to  become.  Education  is  a  good 
thing  but  too  often  we  make  a  careless 
remark  that  leaves  an  entirely  different 
impression  with,  a  child  or  a  youth. 

Septetnbef  7, 1997  begins  a  mm  sea- 
son of  Christian  Education  at  First 
Christian  and  the  Christian  Education 
Committee  wants  to  send  a  positve,  eo- 
cowiglng  utessage  about  bible  study, 
the  undergtrding  of  our  fkith  with  lear- 
tag,  that  takes  place  at  First  Christian 
Church  on  Sunday  morning*  between 
9:30  and  10:30  am  We  are  eidted 
about  KICK-OFF  SUNDAY)  there  wilt 
be  new  teachers  (  be  kind  to  them),  new 
study  material  and  somethin  for  each 
child  to  take  home  with  them  afterward. 
Sorry  adults*  but  you  can  have  a  cookie 
at  Coffee  Hour,  the  committee  will  be 
hosting  that  Sunday,  Last  week  in  the 
Tidings  you  received  the  brochure  dc- 


V 


KICKOFF  coat. 

scribing  all  of  the  classes  available,  If 
you  have  never  attended,  a  Sunday 
School  Class,  we  hope  you  will  decide  to 
do  so  September  7th. 


Collecting  For  the  Ne^iS  of 


The  Women's  Rescue  Mission  needs; 

New  Twin  mm  $kmt$  &  comforters 

Women's  ft  children's  clothes 

Women's  &  children's  health  products 

School  Supplies, 

New  towel  sets 

Please  bring  to  church  THIS  Sunday, 
Kris  Ohneek  will  deliver  them  next  week, 


TIDINGS  SCHEDULE 


The  next  puMfcation  tor  the  Tidings 
will  be  September  3rd,  Due  to  ihe  holi- 
day, articles  shonld  be  in  the  week  be- 
fore- Thank  yon! 
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AUGUST  20,  1997 


SERVING  AUGUST  24 
ELDERS 
8:15  a.m.  K.  Ohneck,  K.Cron 
10:45  a.m.  C.  McGrew,  J.  McGrew 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.   M.  Grouse,  M.  Mullen, 

J.Ott,  D.  Shuricht 
10:45  a.m.  S.  Brey,  L.  Brey, 
M.  Deck,  L.  Deck,  E.  Gorman, 
H.  Mathis,  E.  Riecke,  L.  Whitworth, 
W.  Whitworth 
COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
AUGUST  24 
T.  Knuckles,  E.Gorman,  H.  Mathis 
SERVING  AUGUST  31 
ELDERS 
8:15  a.m.  Ann  Moll,  Bob  Bier 
10:45  a.m.  J.  Mey,  S.  Hayes 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.  J.  Arnold,  M.  Bier, 
C.  Davis,  D.  Keebortz,  T.  Knuckles 
10:45  a.m   C.  Falbe,  J.  Franklin, 
L.  Heimann,  M.  McDougle, 
O.McDougle,  K.  Scott,  L.  Stover, 


L.  Vandergriff,  E.  Yeoman 
COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
AUGUST  31 

B.  Proegler,  M.  McDougle, 
O.  McDougle 

HOME  COMMUNION 

B.  Widmer  &  M.  Mullen,  J.  McGrew 
&  E.  Gorman,  C.  Hatten  &  R.  Wise, 
G„  Bruckman  &  S.  Rudy 

MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
AUGUST  24-SEPTEMBER  10 

Marie  Redman(24),  Irvin 
Koehlinger(25),  Julie  Briggs(26),  Gene 
Shirley(31),  Barb  Hayes(31),  Dan 
Moll(9-l),  Mildred  Sarrazin(9- 1 ), 
Mildred  Jewell(9-1 ),  Jason  Cobb(9-l ), 
Grace  Truby(2),  Raymond  Sarrazin(2), 
Evelyn  Yeoman(2),  Jessica  Hatten(3), 
Diane  Mory(4),  Billy  Suder(4),  Teresa 
Hatten(7),  Katherine  Smart(8),  Kris  Oh- 
neck(9),  Phyllis  Lalir(9),  Janice  Ashton 
(10) 
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SEPTEMBER  3,  1997 


!  GOOD  MEWS !! 


7  he  search  committee  is  very  glad  to 
announce  that  Rev.  Bill  M.  Riggs 
has  accepted  our  call  to  become  In- 
terim Senior  Pastor.  He  will  lead  us  through 
the  months  ahead  as  we  search  for  replace- 
ments for  Jerry  and  Diane. 

Bill  comes  to  us  from  Carmel  Christian 
Church  (North  of  Indianapolis)  where  he  |ust 
Wish&d  a  successful  interim  ministry.  He 
had  previously  served  as  interim  pastor  at 
Marion  Christian  and  Elkhart  Central  Chris- 
tian. 

This  Sunday,  September  7th,  will  be 
Bill's  first  time  to  speak  to  Pirsf  Christian 
from  the  pulpit.  Come,  meet  and  welcome 
our  new  interim  pastor,  hear  what  he  has  to 
share  and  [oin  the  [ourney  we  now  begin! 
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7oday,  September 
2, 1997,  we  begin  a 
journey  together  as 
Interim  Pastor  and  the 
people  of  God  who 
worship  and  serve  through 
First  Christian  Church, 
Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana.  I  look 
forward  to  the  journey  we 
will  share. 

"Interim"  is  an  interesting  word, 
referring  to  a  time  between  the  times, 
i.e.  between  the  former  pastor's  leaving 
and  the  arrival  of  new  pastoral  leader- 
ship for  the  congregation.  This  will  be 
my  fourth  interim  ministry  since  retire- 
ment in  1991.  Each  one  has  had  its 
own  unique  character  and  created  a 
special  place  in  my  bank  of  memories. 
(continued  on  page  3  -  Pastor's  Pen) 


Pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  B,  Calhoun  Street         Ft.  Wayne,  IN  46807 


744-3239 


f  AQE  TWO 


TIDINGS 


SEPTEMBER  3,1997 


KICKOFF  SUNDAY 


September  7,  1 997  begins  a  new  sea- 
son of  Christian  Education  at  First 
Christian  and  the  Christian  Education 
Committee  wants  to  send  a  positive;  en- 
couraging message  about  Bible  Study* 
the  undergirding  of  our  -faith  with  learn- 
ing, that  takes  place  at  Fhst  Christian 
Church  on.  Sunday  mornings  between 
9:30  and  10:30  &mr  We  me  eiclted 
about  KICK-OFF  SUNDAYS  There 
will  be  new  teachers  (  be  kind  to  them.), 
new  Mntfy  m&fgrml  and  something  f&r 
mek  chlU  i&  take  home  with  them  e$* 
terw&rd.  (Sorry  adults,  hut  you  can  have 
a  cookie  at  Coffee  How,  The  committee 
will  be  hosting  chat  Sunday* ) 

The  enclosed  brochure  describes  ail 
of  the  classes  available*  If  you  have 
never  attended  a  Sunday  School  Clam, 

we  hope 
you  will  de- 
cide to  do 
so  THIS 
SUNDAY, 


ATTENTION! 

ALL  PARENTS  OF  3RD-5TH  graders 


Welcome  to  Worship  is  a  series 

of  4  classes  for  those  who  are  jost  he» 
ginning  to  be  in  worship  for  the  whole 

hour.  It  is  taught  by  one  of  our  elders. 
Eunice  Comad,  Together  she  and  the 
children  explore  what  worship  is  about 
why  we  take  communion  and  other  m~ 
pects  of  the  service  thai  cm  give  more 
mewiing  to  their  experience. 


THIS  SUNDAY  BOTH 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL  AND 

WELCOME  TO  WORSHIP 
START  *  JOIN  IN  THE  FUN! 


Even  if  your  child  has  been  through 
the  program  before,  they  are  invited  to 
attend  each  year  they  are  3rd,,  4th,  or 
5th  graders.  At  the  end  of  the  series, 
each  child  who  has  not  yet  received  a 
Bible  from  the  church  will  be  presented 
with  one  during  a  time  of  recognition  in 
worship, 

IMm  this  year  are:  September  7, 
14, 21,  and  28,  Bibles  will  be  pre- 
sented m  October  6th, 

Please  calf  the  church  office  to 
register  your  child, 
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PASTOR1  S  PEN  (continued) 

I  approach  interim  ministry  as  I  would  any 
other  call  to  ministry  with  a  ec^gregatiofi*  with 
two  notable  exceptions.  First  we  know  going 
into  this  rek«  tionship  that  our  time  together  is     }f{ 

limited.  The  Search  Committee  will  be  hard 
at  work,  study  tag  the  needs  of  the 
congregation  and  evaluating  the  gills  of 
ministry  present  in  candidates  for  the 
position,  EHuidg  this  interim,  time,  I  want 
to  be  present  with  yon  and  for  you  as  a 
pastor  and  friend 


Secondly,  the  interim  time  is  not  a  time  to 
make  major  changes  in  the  worship  and  work,  of 
the  conception,  MopeMIy,  we  will  maintain 
the  v  itality  b  the  ministries  yoo  have  undertaken 
and  strengthen  them  as  we  move  forward  to- 
gether. 

!  look  forward  to  greeting  you  on  September  7 
as  %ve  worship  together  and  launch  a  program 
year,  I  will  he  preaching  on  the  theme  "Joined  In 
Progress"  for  my  first  sermon  as  interim  Pastor, 
We  will  celebrate  your  past  and  your  present 
ministries  as  well  as  point  to  some  creative  pos- 
sibilities as  we  continue  the  journey  of  faith  to 
which  we  are  each  ecsnmiited 


Shalom, 


IXJViA,  CHANGES 

/  he  DMA.  is  still  planning  to  visit 
Sechler  Pkkle  next  Tuesday, 
SEPTEMBER  9TH  but  luncheon 

plans  have  changed  to  the 
Eat  '■  Hani  in  Spencervilk, 
They  will  also  be  seeing  the 
covered  bridge  in 
Speneerville.  Carpoois 
will  be  leaving  from  the 
ctainch at  1 1  °0O  an*  or  you 
may  get  a  map  and  meet  us 
at  the  Eat  sn  Haus  at  Noon. 
Just  don't  mm  this  fim-fflled  day! 


Bill  ML  Riggs 


This  Saturday  Night    -  Lock-In 
9:G0p,m,  thiongh  Sunday  morning 

church  senrfces.  There  will  be  mid- 
night bowling  so  be  swe  to  bring  some 
money. 

September  14  -Youth/Patents  Dinner 

This  will  be  a  dinner  for  the 
youth  and  their  parents.  We  will  do 
some  brainstorming  as  well  as  eat  and 
have  ftm. 
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ADVENTURE  CLUB 

^7  irst  Christian  Church  has  been 
f     selected  by  the  Local  Education 

Fund's  Project  READS  to  be  one 
of  sixteen  neighborhood  reading  sites. 
We  will  provide  children  in  grades 
Kindergarten  to  Third  Grade  with  after 
school  assistance  in  reading.  You  are 
needed  to  spend  time  working  with  one 
or  two  children  to  give 
them  the  confidence  and 
tools  they  need  to  become 
successful  readers  and  stu- 
dents. Adventures  in  Read- 
ing will  be  from  3:45  -  4:45 
P.M.  each  Thursday  begin- 
ning September  1 8.  Just 
one  hour  a  week  reading 
with  a  child  and  helping 
that  child  read  to  you  can  make  a 
tremendous  impact  on  that  student's 
achievement.  Please  consider  becoming 
a  READS  volunteer.  (Volunteers  of  all 
ages  from  middle  school  on  are  needed.) 
Adventures  in  Peacemaking  will  be 
from  4:45  -  6:00  P.M.  During  this  time, 
the  children  will  learn  how  to  become 
peacemakers  through  the  Arts  and  other 
activities.  Also,  once  each  month,  the 
families  of  the  children  will  be  invited  to 
share  a  meal  and  parents  will  learn  how 
to  become  partners  in  their  children's 
success  while  the  children  are  participat- 


After-School 
Program 


ing  in  other  activities.  Volunteers  are 
needed  for  those  times  as  well.  Please  ca 
Teresa  Hatten  at  447-2649  as  soon  as  pos 
sible  to  volunteer.  Applications  must  be 
processed  through  The  Fort  Wayne  Com- 
munity Schools  Study  Connection  and  thj 
takes  several  weeks. 


*76a*d  you  fin  t4e  umdeifid  4dfi  cpu  6&ue 
qtem  i44  -  fad.  fimnitmc  a*td  du£e&,    *MCcuf  tfod 

Jlove  m  £kuAt, 

T><um,  'Kntftfal  and  JlUuUaf  Pimce 
****** 


The  Women 's  Shelter  said  to  say 
"Thank  You  "  to  all  who  gave  items  for 
their  immediate  use  and  items  for  chil- 
dren. They  could  not  express  their  feel- 
ings  of  appreciation  because  they  are 
stronger  than  words  can  say. 

Kris  Ohneck 
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Thanks  (continued) 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to 
Kris  Ohneck  and  Bill  Franklin  for  their 
efforts  Sunday  (8/31)  during  my  illness. 
The  health  problem  came  up  rather 
quickly  Saturday  morning  while  in  Indi- 
anapolis. Virginia  made  a  call  to  Patri- 
cia Mullen  and  was  able  to  engage  Kris 
and  Bill  to  enlarge  their  responsibilities 
to  include  full  leadership  at  each  ser- 
vice. I  presented  Kris  and  Bill  with 
"Stumbling  Blocks"  and  they,  with  the 
grace  of  God,  turned  them  into 
"Stepping  Stones."  This  is  the  Willing- 
ness that  built  this  congregation  many 
years  ago  and  it  still  exists  at  First 
Church  today. 

Kris  and  Bill,  many  thanks! 

George  Bruckman 


DID 

YOU 

KNOW 


Did  you  know, that  Bill  Riggs,  our  new 

Interim  Pastor  will  preach  his  first  sermon  for 
us  here  this  Sunday 

Did  you  know. that  this  Sunday  is  also 

Sunday  School  Kick-Off  Sunday  and  the  first 
week  for  Welcome  to  Worship 

Did  you  know. that  Dawn,  Krystal,  and 

Lindsey  Pierce  have  a  new  address: 
263  E.  Hoover  Drive   46816 

Did  you  know. that  Don  Parlette  is  visiting 

with  his  wife  in  Kingston  Residence. 

(If  you  have  any  tidbits  for  our  new  article  en- 
titled, "Did  You  Know"  call  the  church  office 
by  Mondays  at  noon). 


Attendance 

Budget  Needs 

Actual  Giving 

August  17 

233 

$3,523.88 

$2,301.69 

Year-to-date 

176 

$116,288.04 

$104,128.63 

August  24 

139 

$3,523.88 

$2,110.97 

Year  -to  -date 

175 

$119,811.92 

$106,239.60 
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AT  BARBEE  CHRISTTAf*  CAMP 

Men  dmrt  for  get  camp  is  coining  up 
soon!  September  2&-M  are  the 
dates  tor  the  I#?  Barbe*  Men  ■  $ 
Retreat  Registration  will  be  from 
3:G0p.irL  *til  5i30p.ni,  Friday  evening.  The 
Ratrcaf  will  sod  with  worship  on  Sunday 
morning. 

The  purpose  of  this  men's  retreat  §.$t 
"To  enable  men  to  focus  with  each  other  on 
the  male  spiritual  journey  in  relation  to 
mm,  fathers  and  <3o4  with  id  overall  goal 
if  inviting  roea  to  see  how  they  can  start  or 
enhance  solid  men's  groups  in  their  own 
local  congregation.  It  will  touch  on  the  Is- 
sue of  men  as  mentors  for  younger  men/ 
children  in  their  eonp^gatiotis," 

This  year's  theme  is:  "HOW  DO  YOU 
SPELL  FATHER?"  Dr  Bud  Roberts  will 
be  the  resource  leader  ■  Bud  grew  op  in  the 
Belgian  Congo  as  the  son  of  missionaries^ 
His  wife.  Norma,  is  an  Associate  Regional 
Minister  tor  the  Christko  Church  in  Illinois 
Wisconsin.  Bud  and  Norma  have  raised  3 
children  of  their  own  as  well  as  having 
worked  with  young  people  to  the  various 
ministries  he's  been  a  part  of  Presently, 
(continued  on  page  7  -  Men*!  Retreat) 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  6 
10:00  aju,  Parenthetiotl  Players 
9:00  p,m.  Youth  Group  Lock-In 
SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  7 
Pastor  Bill  Rlgp  Preaching 
8:15  am  First  Worship  Service* 
9:30am  Kick  Off  Sunday 
Choose  a  Class! 
10:45  ajn.  Second  Worship  Service 
Welcome  to  Worship 
grades  3-5 
MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  8 
5:00-9:00  pjtL  Crop  Walk 
7:00  p.m.  Walk  m  Bethlehem  Meeting 
7*M  p»m.  Young  Adult  Group  at  Gr*f 
&  Jenny  Bate 
TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  9 
9:00  tun.  Sewing  Circle 
12:00  N.  DMUL 
6:30  p.m.  Administrative  Board 
7:30  pm  Board  of  Trustees 

FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  12 
5:00  pjoL  Wedding  Rehearsal 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  %3 
10:00  ajn.  Parenthetical  Players 
5:30  pm  Wedding 

SUNDAY*  SEPTEMBER  14 
8:15  ui  First  Worship  Service 
9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School 
10.45  am  Second  Worship  Servfce 
Welcome  to  Worship 
pm  Youth/Pairat  Dinner 
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We  are   happy  to  welcome  Pastor 
Bill  Rigp  as  he  com.es  to  lead  us  for  a 
tkm>  Support  him  with  your  energy, 

talents  and  prayers. 

Please  keep  in  your  prayers  these 
friends  who  m®  not  well:  Jack  Phillips 
and  Bev  Hendricks*  Barb  Hayes" 
mother  and  Mike  Muliios *  mother, 

Robin  Evans'  father  had  an  opera- 
tion to  remove  his  mmm  this  Wednes- 
day in  Indianapolis.  "We  pray  for  Ms 
speedy  recovery. 

Our  condolences  to  Mick  Ivans  on 
the  death  of  his  grandmother 

Remember  the  Search  Committee 
is  your  prayers  as  they  continue  to  seek 
the  guidance  of  God  in  finding  a  perma- 
nent pastors)  for  First  ChrMaii, 


A 


J 


September  28 


ft.  ft  *  ft  ft  ft  ft.  ft  ft.  ft.  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 


ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 


1pm /he  <)w<ted 


&4*  ^af  Sfa*A* 


I? 

ft. 
ft 


Wetdad  ^atMwm  t7cmmm4  ft 


4Ui  J5fe  ifjffjTijiiCjjijtf  g/  (ifepi 

mg.m^st  <&  mm 

0km  f%  ;  aft*  $&£$  4?  !&£&&* 

fe  'fp  ||  g*  fe.  ft*  ||  |»  §*  ft  ft  fP  fe  §*  g| 
Mm*i  Retreat  (cost  from  p  6) 

Bud  is  working  as  a  pastoral  cotaiseior/  psy- 
cfaofhefaputf  tether  for  BroMeon  Counsel- 
ing Settees  in  Bloombgtoa^NormaJ^  Illi- 
nois. In  addition  to  his  private  practice 
there,  Bud  offers  mentoring*  spiritual  jour- 
ney retreats,  and  other  M-vfces  to  churches, 
regions*  and  pastors. 

A  Fun  Festival,  Canoe  race  and  Camp- 
fire  are  among  the  many  activities  also  of- 
fered You  don't  want  to  mus  this! 

For  more  Information  and  rtgiftrft- 
ticitts  call  Larry  Brey  at  447-3540. 


PAGE  EIGHT 


TIDINGS 


AUGUST  20,  1997 


SERVING  SEPTEMBER  7 

ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.  G.  Bruckman,  E.  Conrad 

10:45  a.m.  C.  Hatten,  B.  Franklin 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 

8:15  a.m.   M.  Crouse,  M.  Mullen, 

J.Ott,  D.  Shuricht 
10:45  a.m.   R.  Baitz,  D.  Bohlen, 
J.  Bohlen,  S.  Brickley,  G.Cole, 
C.  Deck,  L.  McFarland,  R.Wise 
COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
SEPTEMBER  7 
B.  Proegler,  M.  McDougie, 
H.  Mathis 
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MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
SEPTEMBER  3-SEPTEMBER  19 

Jessica  Hatten(3),  Diane  Mory(4),  Billy 
Suder(4),  Teresa  Hatten(7),  Katherine 
Smart(8),  Kris  Ohneck(9),  Phyllis 
Lahr(9),  Janice  Ashton  (10),  Ruth  Plum- 
met 12),  Rita  Alexander  12),  Barb 
Rumpel(12),  Beulah  Timmons-90th(13), 
Almeda  Rice(15),  George  Cole(18),  Ginnyj 
Johnson(19),  Mary  Navachcoff(19), 
Richard  Crain(  19) 

Need  pecans  this  year*?  They  are  great 
for  pies,  candy,  eating,  and  gift  grv/ng. 

I'm  not  sure  what  the  cost  will  be  this  year 
but  will  try  to  keep  it  close  to  $5.00  a  pound. 

Delivery  will  depend  on  the  time  of  harvest. 
If  interested,  please  call  the  church  office 
(744-2299)  or  Rosemary  Krull  (after  5:00 
p.m.)  (422-61?!)  and  state  how  many  pound 
you  want. 

Thanks, 

Rosemary  Krull 


FirsTChnsnan 

Church 

(USPS  195-840) 

Periodical 

Postage 

PAID 


SEPTEMBER  10,  1 S3V 


Make  a  Joyful  Moiee! 

Do  you  sing  in  the  shower  or 
how  about  in  your  car  when  stuck  in 
traffic?  Perhaps  God  is  speaking  to  you. 
Perhaps  He  is  saying,  "Time  to  let  the 
world  in  on  this  hidden  gift  of  yours !" 
Now's  your  chance!  The  music  min- 
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istries  of  First  Christian  are  gearing  up 
for  another  glorious  year.  Carillon  will 
begin  rehearsing  this  Thursday  at  5:45 
and  Choir  will  begin  rehearsing  this  Sat- 
urday at  1:00  p.m. 

We  will  also  be  having  a  new  ex- 
perience in  the  form  of  a  choir  retreat 
on  September  19-20  at  the  church.  It 
will  be  an  opportunity  to  jump  start  the 
choir  this  year  with  time  for  fellowship, 
food,  fun  and  fine  tuning  of  our  voices 
and  hearts.  We  will  have  a  special  guest 
Clinician  for  the  Friday  evening  session! 

If  you  have  any  desire  -  be  it  ever 
so  humble  or  slight,  do  not  resist.  Come 
and  check  it  out. 


September  dates  for  Choir: 

September  13  -  Chancel  Choir  and  Chamber  Singers  rehearse,  1 :00pm 
September  14  -  Chamber  Singers  sing,  7:45  am 
September  19  -  Choir  retreat,  6:30-9  pm 
September  20  -  Choir  retreat,  9-12  am 
September  21  -  Chancel  Choir  sings,  7:45  am 


interim  Minister:  Rev.  BillM.  Riggs 
Pastoral  Caller:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 


4800  £  Calhoun  Street 


Ft  wavne,  in  mso? 
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Thanks  for  the  wonder- 
ful reception  on  my  first 
Sunday  at  First  Christian 
Church.  There  is  always 
a  bit  of  extra  excitement 
in  the  air  when  we  launch 
the  Fall  program.   Sum- 
mer offers  a  change  of 
pace  for  many  of  us,  but 
it  is  filled  with  a  variety  of  activities. 
September  marks  a  return  to  normalcy 
and  our  scattered  lives  are  re-collected. 

As  I  write  these  words  I  realize 
how  "uncollected"  I  am.   The  move  to 
Fort  Wayne  last  Saturday  went  very 
well.    Larry  Brey,  Estel  Vandergriff 
and  John  Bohlen  arrived  in  Indianapo- 
lis with  a  big  truck.  We  filled  it  there, 
unloaded  it  here  (thanks  to  many  other 
volunteers)  and  I  am  now  in  the  excit- 
ing process  of  discovering  which  box 
contains  what.   Samantha,  my  guard 
cat,  has  staked  out  three  window  sills 
for  her  guard  duties  and  is  fulfilling 
her  responsibilities  very  well. 


My  new  address  is  723  Can- 
dlelite  Court.   My  home  phone  num- 
ber is  456-1324.   Feel  free  to  call  me 
there  if  it  is  inconvenient  to  reach  me 
during  office  hours  at  the  church. 

I  look  forward  to  greeting  you 
as  we  gather  for  worship  this  Sunday! 


Shalom, 


Bill 
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KICK-OFF  SUNDAY 

f^  ick  -  Off  Sunday  was  an  exciting 
beginning  to  our  fall  season  of 
"Seeing  the  World  Differently 
Through  the  Word  of  God".  The  he- 
lium balloons  for  the  children  helped  us 
to  imagine  how  the  world  views  things 
differently  than  God  views  the  world. 
Thanks  to  the  Youth  Group  and  their 
sponsors  for  inflating  the  balloons  and 
decorating  during  their  Lock-In  Satur- 
day night. 

If  you  were  one  of  the  90  partici- 
pants in  classes  from  9:30  to  10:30  a.m., 
you  are  helping  to  send  a  positive  mes- 
sage about  Christian  education.  If  you 
were  not  a  part  of  one  of  the  12  different 
groups  that  are  available,  please  decide 
to  attend  one  during  the  month  of 
September. 


o     &     « 


Brenda  Kelly  was  in  church  this 
week  for  the  first  time  since  her  surgery. 
Keep  her  in  your  prayers  as  her  recovery 
will  take  longer  than  she  anticipated. 

There  were  200  people  in  worship 
this  week  including  a  number  of  visitors! 

There  were  90  people  of  all  ages  who 
helped  Kick-Off  Sunday  School  with  their 
presence! 

Continue  to  pray  for  Bev  Hendricks 
and  Bill  Crouse.  They  are  still  feeling 
poorly. 

Susan  Burton,  Reba  Fusselman's 
granddaughter,  had  lung  surgery  this  week 
at  Parkview. 

V y 


the 


« 


September  28 


CD  2:00  -  5:00  P.M 
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"A  MOVING  CREW" 

I  want  to  thank  the  following 
members  for  helping  to  move  Bill 
Riggs  to  Fort  Wayne  on  Saturday: 
Larry  Brey,  Estel  Vandergriff,  John 
Bohlen,  Anne  Moll,  Sue  Brey,  Melissa 
Brey,  Sara  Brey,  Rick  Evans,  Dick 
Mey,  Mike  Mullen. 

Sincerely, 
Roger  Moll 


Dear  Friends  of  First  Christian, 

We  are  back  from  vacation  and  starr- 
ing our  first  week  down  here  in  Florence  Ken- 
tucky. We  wanted  to  express  our  deep  appreci- 
ation for  the  love  offering  and  reception  on  our 
last  Sunday  there.  It  was  difficult  to  say 
good-bye  to  people  to  whom  we  have  become 
so  close.  Thank-you  for  your  love  and  care 
over  the  last  six  years.  We  will  always  ch&mh 
our  friendship  and  the  ministry  we  shmd  to- 
gether. 

Remember,  the  General  Assembly  k 
it)  Cincinnati  in  1999.  we  hope  you  will 
make  it  down.  If  you  are  ever  down  this  way 
stop  by . 

Florence  Christian  Church 
200  Main  Street 
Florence,  KY   41042 

Our  home  is: 

6161  Rocky  Fork  Dr.  Apt.  95 

Burlington,  KY  41005 

(606)746-3172 

Remember  "Shine  like  Stars"  you  are 
"God's  Child". 

Blessings 

Jerry 
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Parent  -  Youth  Gathering 
Sunday,  September  14,  5-7  P.M. 

Come  join  the  fun !  Meet  "the 
Group",  find  out  what  we're  thinking 
and  planning  for  a  great  year,  all 
youth  grades  6-12  and  their  parents 
are  invited.  Potato  Bar  will  be  pro- 
vided. 

Please  bring  your  own  drinks 
and  a  dessert  to  share. 

"BLESSING  SHOWER" 
Sunday,  September  28th 

The  Youth  of  First  Christian 
Church  are  hosting  a  "Blessing 
Shower"  for  Julia  (Charlie  and  Teresa 
Hatten's  foster  child.)  Julia  will  be 
returning  to  her  mother  in  early  Octo- 
ber. Since  she  has  been  such  an  inte- 
gral part  of  our  congregation,  we 
would  like  to  show  our  love  and  sup- 
port. Everyone  is  invited. 
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August  3 1 
Year-to-date 


Attendance 

102 
173 


Budget  Needs 

$3,523.88 
$123,335.80 


Actual  Giving 

$3,488.39 
$109,727.99 
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THIS  SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER  7,  we  had  three  first 
time,  and  several  2nd  and  3rd  time 
visitors  with  us  in  worship. 
Brent  Wiggins,  Deborah  Spillers, 
Mike  &  Sylverta  Blaugher  &  their 
children  Matt  &  Christine,  Julie  Mur- 
phy, and  George  Cole's  friend 
Richard.  Look  for  them  again  this 
coming  week.  Get  to  know  them  and 
what  they  like.  Maybe  they'd  like  to 
join  you  in  one  of  the  groups  you  en- 
joy here  at  First  Christian. 


LOST  &  FOUND 

Lost:  One  full  length,  navy 
blue,  silk  coat  with  lining,  small  size 
with  et  in  pockets.  It  was  left  at  the 
church  a  few  weeks  ago.  Please  re- 
turn to  the  church  office. 


DID 

YOU 

KNOW 


Did  you  know that  Jack  Weicker  has  been 

teaching  a  Sunday  School  class  for  over  50 
years?! 

Did  you  know. that  Snider's  Marching 

band  (of  which  our  Katie  Moll  is  a  member) 
took  first  place  in  the  Banks  of  the  Wabash 
Band  Competition  Saturday? 

Did  you  know. there  will  be  a  Harvest 

dinner  on  November  23,  1997?  It  will  be  a 

"pitch-in".  More  information  will  follow 

later. 

Did  you  know.....that  Calvin  &  Leotha  Jones 

celebrated  their  58th  anniversary  on  august 

20th? 

Did  you  know.....that  Ruth  Truesdell  moved 

to  a  new  apartment?  Her  new  address  is: 

5202  St.  Joe  Rd.,  Apt.  318    46835-3383 

Do  you  know. who  donated  the  new 

planter  on  the  driveway  entrance  to  the 
church??  We  certainly  appreciate  the  gift! 

(If  you  have  any  tidbits  for  our  new  article 
entitled,  "Did  You  Know"  call  the  church 
office  by  Mondays  at  noon). 
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CHURCH  CALENDAR 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  13 

10:00  a.m.  Parenthetical  Players 
1 :00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir  &  Chamber 

Singers  Rehearsal 
5:00  p.m.  Wedding 

SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  14 
8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service, 

Chamber  Singers  singing 
9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School 
10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 

Welcome  to  Worship  grades  3-5 
1:00-4:00  p.m.  Beulah  Timmons  90th 

Birthday  party 
5:00-7:00  p.m.  Youth/Parent  Dinner 
MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  15 
6:30  p.m.  Christian  Ed  Meeting 
7:30  p.m.  Young  Adult  Group  at  Greg 
&  Jenny  Baitz 
TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  16 
6:00  p.m.  Project  Reads  Training  here 
THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  18 
3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club  Begins 

FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  19 
6:30-9:00  p.m.  Choir  Retreat 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  20 
9:00-12:00  n.  Choir  Retreat 
10:00  a.m.  Parenthetical  Players 
SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  21 
8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service, 

Chancel  Choir  sings 
9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School 
10.45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 

Welcome  to  Worship 
5:00-7:00  Youth  Group 


1  2  3  4  5  6 

7  g  S  10  11  12  13 

14  15  16  17  18  19  20 

21  22  23  24  2S  26  27 
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October  1997 
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November  1997 


S    M    T    W    T    f 


2  3  4  5  6  7  8 
9  10  11  12  13  14  15 
16  17  18  19  20  21  22 
23  24  25  26  27  28  29 
30 


€1  n  order  to  better  organize  our 
'    scheduling,  a  number  of  monthly 
calendars  have  been  posted  on  the  bulletin 
board  outside  the  office.  We  will  try  to 
keep  these  up  to  date  with  the  information 
that  comes  to  the  office  (such  as  weddings 
and  outside  activities)  so  that  your  group 
or  committee  will  know  what  is  going  on 
and  when,  then  plan  accordingly.  We 
would  appreciate  it  if  you  would  add  your 
plans  to  the  calendar  as  soon  as  you  know 
thern  so  that  we,or  some  other  group, 
don't  inadvertently  schedule  something 
that  would  conflict  with  your  plans.  If 
you  would  like  to  schedule  something  for 
a  month  which  is  not  up  yet,  please  let  Di- 
anne  know  and  she  will  make  up  the  cal- 
endar for  that  month.  Thank  you  for  your 
cooperation! 


%*Wf? 


K*rw 


•><v~  i— r^j 


^7  here  is  a  need  for  additional  people 

for  the  Prayer  chain.  If  you  are  inter- 
ested, please  contact  Evelyn  Yeoman. 
Her  number  is:  489-2349. 
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SERVING  SEPTEMBER  14 
ELDERS 
8:15  a.m.  J.  Ohneck,  J.  Church 
10:45  a, m.  G.  Klepfer,  D.  Heimann 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.   J.  Arnold,  M.  Bier,  C. 
Davis,  D.  Keebortz,  T.  Knuckles 
10:45  a.m.  S.  Brey,  L.  Brey,  M. 
Deck,  L.  Deck,  E.  Gorman,  H. 
Mathis,  L.  Whitworth,  W.  Whitworth 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
SEPTEMBER  14  &  21 

J.  Arnold,  L.  Stover,  Lori  Vandergriff. 


Pubhsne^weekl^y 

First  Christian  Church 

4800  S.  Calhoun  St. 

Ft.  Wayne,  IN 

46807 

RETURN  POSTAGE 
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MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
SEPTEMBER  10-SEPTEMBER  24 

Janice  Ashton  (10),  Ruth  Plummer(12), 
Rita  Alexander  12),  Barb  Rumpel(12), 
Beulafa  Timmons-90th(13),  Almeda 
Rice(15),  George  Cole(18),  Ginny  John- 
son(19),  Mary  Navachcoff(19),  Richard 
Crain(19),  Klark  Kerley(20),  Rosalie 
Hall(20),  Brian  Prechtl(22),  Lynn 
Medlin(22),  Anita  Ellis(23),  Robert 
Petty(24) 
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We  are  planning  our  annual  fall 
clean-up  on  Saturday  &  Sunday  Octo- 
ber 11  &  12.  We  want  to  get  the 
church  grounds  looking  top-notch.  The 
hours  planned  for  the  days  are: 
8  am  to  12  pm  on  Saturday  and  directly 
after  second  service  on  Sunday,  so  bring 
a  change  of  clothes  and  a  sack  lunch. 

We  plan  to  trim  bushes,  pull  weeds, 
straighten  leaning  trees  and  give  the 
grounds  a  general  cleaning  up.  We 
hope  that  some  of  you  will  volunteer  to 
help  on  one  or  both  of  the  clean-up 
days.  Please  bring  along  any  tools  that 
might  help  out. 

If  you  can  help  out,  please  let  Mike 
McFarland  know.  His  phone  number  is 
436-5839. 


Volume  54  No.  30 


MORE  GOOD  NEWS! 


The  search  committee  is  happy 
to  announce  the  appointment  of 
George  Bruckman  as  Interim  Associ- 
ate Pastor.  We  feel  certain  his  long 
time  relationship  with  First  Christian 
will  enable  him  to  be  most  helpful  as 
he  works  with  Pastor  Bill.  We  now 
have  an  Interim  "team"!  Please  keep 
them  in  your  prayers  as  we  move  into 
the  future. 


Bill  Franklin 


interim  Minister:  Rev.  SHIM.  Riggs 

interim  Associate  Minister:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

moo  s.  Calhoun  street        Ft  Wayne,  m  48807 


744-3239 
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I  will  be  away  this 
week-end  on  a  mini- 
vacation.   No,  you  have 
not  overworked  me  in  the 
first  two  weeks  of  min- 
istry with  you!  I  had 
originally  planned  to  take 
some  time  off  (perhaps  a 
month)  between  Interims. 
The  Search  Committee 
wanted  me  on  board  at  the  earliest 
possible  date,  but  did  generously  agree 
to  my  taking  a  part  of  my  previously 
planned  vacation.  Ken  Adkins,  Ad- 
ministrator of  the  Emily  Flinn  Home  in 
Marion  will  be  our  speaker  for  both 
services  on  September  21.   I  will  re- 
turn to  Fort  Wayne  on  September  23. 

Many  exciting  tilings  are  happening 
at  First  Christian!   I  appreciated  the 
opportunity  to  share  in  the  Par- 
ent/Youth dinner  and  meeting  Sunday 
evening.   We  are  blessed  with  some 
fine  youth  who  are  involved  with  their 
church  and  committed  to  creating  a 
strong  youth  program  here.   It  is  also 
good  to  see  so  many  parents  who  are 
also  willing  to  provide  encouragement 
and  adult  support  to  the  program.   I 
survived  the  "ice-breaker"  game  which 


involved  stacking  several  people  on 
one  chair....  and  I  only  moderately 
crushed  some  of  the  membership  in 
the  process! 

I  am  anxious  to  return  to  the 
challenges  before  us  and  look  forward 
to  our  ministry  together  as  we  launch 
our  Fall  programs. 

Shalom, 
Pastor  Bill 


Dear  Friends, 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  recent 
donation  of  clothing,  hygene  items,  etc., 
etc.  What  a  blessing  for  our  women! 

May  you  be  doubly  blessed  for  your 
generosity  to  us! 

In  His  Love  &  Service, 
Sandra  K.  Johnson 
Charis  House 
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Hey  Evei-ybody- 
LET'S  GO  to  the  HOP! 

Hey  all  you  gals  &  guys 

Here's  a  few  words  to  the  wise. 

Stroll  on  in  Sunday  September  28,  2-5 

Let's  see  You  Twist  &  Shout  &  Hand  Jive. 

That's  right  -  DressUp  -  Come  -  Dance 

&  have  a  ball 

That's  what  it's  about  after  ail! 

DON'T  FORGET 
SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  28 

2-5 

BE  THERE  OR  BE  SQUARE! 


WORKDAY  AT  CAMP  BARBEE 

Fall  workday  at  Barbee  will  be  Saturday, 
October  4,  9am-3pm  .  We  have  some 
painting  to  do.  We  will  also  be  re-roofing 
one  of  the  cabins.  A  tree  needs  to  come 
down  at  the  beach  and  picnic  tables  put 
away.  (See  the  Indiana  Christian  for  more 
specifics.) 

Bring  your  own  tools,  ladders,  saws,  etc., 
if  possible.  Snack  and  lunch  will  be 
served.    Please  call  2 1 9/834-4 1 90  with 
reservations  for  lunch,  by  Wednesday, 
October  1.  We  need  your  help! 

Herb  &  Sharon 


"BLESSING  SHOWER" 

For  Julia 

Sunday,  September  28th 

5:00-7:00  p.m. 

The  Youth  of  First  Christian 
Church  are  hosting  a  "Blessing 
Shower"  for  Julia  (Charlie  and  Teresa 
Hatten's  foster  child.)  Julia  will  be 
returning  to  her  mother  in  early  Octo- 
ber. Since  she  has  been  such  an  inte- 
gral part  of  our  congregation,  we 
would  like  to  show  our  love  and  sup- 
port. Everyone  is  invited. 

ITEMS  JULIA  NEEDS: 

Crib  Sheets 

Blanket 

Undershirts/Onesies  (size  12  mo.- 

18mo.) 

Socks 

Clothes  for  Winter  (size  12  mo  - 

18  mo) 

Stroller 

High  Chair 

Diapers  (Huggies  Step  3  but  anything 

will  do) 

Bottles 

Baby  Food  -  2nd  step 

Any  large  items  (high  chair, 
stroller,  etc.)  please  contact  Teresa 
first  so  as  not  to  duplicate. 
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Why  I  Teach 


UM15©Y 

Judy  Church  called  the  other  day 
with  a  request  She  said  she  was  sin*- 
ply  asking  me  and  others  to  put  down 
in  qui  own  words  why  Sunday  School 
cm  be  extremely  rewarding  for  both 
young  and  old  alike  and  why  mmm  off 
us  have  taught  Sunday  School  for  so 
many  years  (in  my  case  a  half  century). 
I  told  her  I  would  try! 

As  for  the  youngs  I  can  remember 
that  Sunday  School  was  not  an  option 
in  our  home.  On  every  Sunday  mom- 
tog,  one  was  e&pected  to  he  in  Sunday 
School  arid  church.  Our  parents  didn't 
send  us;  they  took  us.  in  short  Sunday 
morning's  schedule,  one  might  say, 
was  ^pre-ordained"  After  nearly  three 
score  years  and  ten,  I  still  temeinte 
with  great  kindness  those  who  taught 
us  the  great  stories  of  the  Bible. 

My  sense  is  however,  that  m  we 
grow  older  many  of  us  are  eager  to  es- 
cape Sunday  School  (much  as  many 


parents  are  glad  to  say  goodbye  to  the 
FTA),  The  feet  is  that  we  have  not  out- 
grown Sunday  School  as  a  part  of  the 
ageing  process.  It  is  stili  there  and  I  be- 
lieve we  are  missing  a  great  deal  if  we 
are  not  a  part  of  thai  experience,  After 
all,  it  can  be  to.  and  rewarding  to  apply 
the  great  lessons  contained  in  the  Bible 
to  today's  world  and  to  fee!  the  sense  of  | 
brotherhood  that  comes  as  we  discuss, 
arpie  about,  and  sometimes  reach  con- 
sensus concerning  some  of  die  great  is- 
sues of  our  day.  I  invite  you  to  try  it;  yoi 
just  might  like  it!  And  I  might  add,  self 
isMy,  I'd  like  to  have  yon  **hy  It  with 
the  Harmony  Class  this  coming  Sunday 
morning.  Rich  or  poor*  reasonably 
young  or  fairly  old,  single  or  married, 
yon  will  get  a  warm  welcome  from  the 
fascinating  people  who  make  up  this 
class. 

Why  do  I  still  teach  after  so  many 
years?  Because  1  believe  tar  Sunday 
School  can  he  a  unique  experience  for  all 
ages.  The  eternal  lessons  of  the  Bible 
take  us  hack  t©  the  very  dawn  af  civi- 
lization and  yet  remain  as  new  as  tie 
headlines  in  this  morning's  paper. 
These  great  truths  must  not  be  pemiitted 
to  dm  with  our  generation! 

Jack  Weieker 


September  7 
Yew-to-daie 


Attendance 

173 


Btf#et  Nfeiis        Aeinal  Giving 
$3,523.88  $7,602,33 

S126,859.$S  S117J30J2 
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30  people  attended  the  parent-youth 
gathering  Sunday  evening*  We  spent 
some  time  getting  acquainted  (How  many 
people  am  Andy  hold  on  his  lap?)  and 
planning  the  ^tmmte^party  (You  want  to 
go  where? ) 

Then  we  enjoyed  great  stuffed  baked 
potatoes  (made  to  order),  Plans  for  the 
coming  weeks  include  times  for  fm>  M- 
lowship  and  service.  We  n^«t  from  5-7 
pen  most  Sundays  and  share  a  meal,  thee 
time  together,  Came>  join  the  tfa! 

Coming  events: 
September 

21  S-7  pm  *  gamesa^parfy 
planning 

28  5-7  pea  -Showet/pakting 
Following  the  "Sock  Bop"  stay 
for  the  Blessing  Shower  for  Julia 
or  take  tnoe  to  paint  "our  room". 
October 

5  5-7  pm        talk  about  waik 

trip/palm 

12   CROP  WALK  1-7 
Birthday  celebration  following 

19  5-7  pm  plan/paintwork 

26  Tailgate  part)'  (watch  for 


WHAT:  ANNUAL  CROP  WALK 
WHERE:  Franke  Park 
WHEN:Octnber  12, 1997 

Registration  l:30-2:00pjii. 

Walk  begins  @2:0Gpjn. 
WHY;  Stop  World  Hunger 

Sponsored  by  Church  World 

Service 
Church  World  Service  is  a  ministry  of 
the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  LISA,  The  Christian 
Church  (Disctpka  of  Christ)  is  a  partner 
through  that  Council  and  through  local 
ecumenical  programs*  The  money  raised 
he^ps  to  support  local  food  banks  also. 
Last  year  in  Indiana  there  were  49  walks 
which  included  8,230  participants  from 
146  groups.  The  average  amount  raised 
per  walker  in  the  region  was  $5405. 

Please  CHunder  joining  the  team  from 
First  Christian  Church.  There  will  be  2 
walks.  One  4  mile  route  and  one  2  mile 
route  which  m  handicap  accessible. 
Strollers  ^  welcome*  Nostoebowds 
or  roller  blades  will  be  permitted  for  lia- 
bility reasons. 

The  Youth  Group  will  be  walking 
again  this  year  so  if  you  don't  walk , 
please  show  your  support  by  giving  a 
pledge. 

Contact  Donna  McEvoy  at  424-281 8 
or  the  church  office  to  signup  and  receive 
your  pledge  sheets, 

Let*s  make  this  vesr's  Crap  Walk  a 
HUGE  success! 
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Make  a  Joyful  Moiee! 


Do  you  sing  in  the  shower  or 
how  about  in  your  car  when  stuck  in 
traffic?  Perhaps  God  is  speaking  to  you. 
Perhaps  He  is  saying,  'Time  to  let  the 
world  in  on  this  hidden  gift  of  yours!" 
Now's  your  chance!  The  music  min- 
istries of  First  Christian  are  gearing  up 
for  another  glorious  year.  Carillon  will 
be  rehearsing  Thursdays  at  5:30  and 
Choir  will  be  rehearsing  Saturdays  at 
1:00  p.m. 

We  will  also  be  having  a  new  ex- 
perience in  the  form  of  a  CHOIR 
RETREAT  on  September  19-20  at  the 
church.  It  will  be  an  opportunity  to 
jump  start  the  choir  this  year  with  time 
for  fellowship,  food,  fun  and  fine  tuning 
of  our  voices  and  hearts.  We  will  have  a 
special  guest  Clinician  for  the  Friday 
evening  session! 

If  you  have  any  desire  -  be  it  ever 
so  humble  or  slight,  do  not  resist.  Come 
and  check  it  out. 

CARILLON  -  THURSDAYS  5:30 


DID 

you 

KNOW 


Did  you  know. there  are  at  least  18  ac 

tive  youth  in  our  youth  group  plus 
3  adult  leaders.  We  provide  a 
meal  at  every  meeting.  If  you 
would  like  to  help  feed  them, 
please  call  Donna  McEvoy- 
Heimann  424-2818  or  Anne  Moll 
482-75 1 9  to  schedule  a  time!  Thanks. 

Did  you  know. there  will  be  a  Harvest 

dinner  on  November  23,  1997?  It 
will  be  a  "pitch-in".  More  infor 
mation  will  follow  later. 
Did  you  A/tow.....  that  Elinor  &  Kennthe 
Place  donated  the  planter  to  replace 
the  broken  one  by  the  south  door? 
(If  you  have  any  tidbits  for  our  new  article 
entitled,   "Did    You   Know"   call   the 
church  office  by  Mondays  at  noon). 


September  dates  for  Choir: 

September  1 9  -  Choir  retreat, 

6:30-9  pm 
September  20  -  Choir  retreat, 

9-12  am 
September  2 1  -  Chancel  Choir 
sings,  7:45  am 
CHOIR  -  SATURDAYS  1:00 
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CHURCH  CALENDAR 

SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  21 
Guest  Speaker,  Ken  Adkins 

8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service, 

Chancel  Choir  singing 
9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School 
10:45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 

Welcome  to  Worship  grades  3-5 
5:00-7:00  p.m.  Youth  Group 
MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  22 
7:30  p.m.  Young  Adult  Group  at  Greg 
&  Jenny  Baitz 
9902  Sawtooth  Ct. 
TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  23 
9:00  a.m.  Sewing  Group 
THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  25 
3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
5:30  p.m.  Carillon 

FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  26 
5:00  p.m.  Rehearsal 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  27 
10:00  a.m.  Parenthetical  Players 
5:30  p.m.  Stabler-Collins  Wedding 
SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  28 
8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service, 
9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School 
10.45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 

Welcome  to  Worship 
2:00-5:00  p.m.  Sock  Hop 
5:00-7:00  p.m."BIessings  Shower" 


S*pt»mb«r  1997 
8  M  f  W  T  PS 
12  3  4  5  6 
7  6  9  10  11  12  13 
14  15  16  17  18  19  20 
21  22  23  I*  25  »  27 
28  29  30 


12  3  4 
5  6  7  8  9  10  11 
12  13  14  15  16  17  18 
19  20  21  22  23  24  28 
26  27  28  29  30  31 


2     3    4  5  6  7    8 

9    10  11  12  13  14  15 

16  17  18  19  20  21  22 

23  24  25  26  27  29  29 
30 


€J  n  order  to  better  organize  our 
*    scheduling,  a  number  of  monthly 
calendars  have  been  posted  on  the  bulletin 
board  outside  the  office.  We  will  try  to 
keep  these  up  to  date  with  the  information 
that  comes  to  the  office  (such  as  weddings 
and  outside  activities)  so  that  your  group 
or  committee  will  know  what  is  going  on 
and  when,  then  plan  accordingly.  We 
would  appreciate  it  if  you  would  add  your 
plans  to  the  calendar  as  soon  as  you  know 
them  so  that  we,or  some  other  group, 
don't  inadvertently  schedule  something 
that  would  conflict  with  your  plans.  If 
you  would  like  to  schedule  something  for 
a  month  which  is  not  up  yet,  please  let  Di- 
anne  know  and  she  will  make  up  the  cal- 
endar for  that  month.  Thank  you  for  your 
cooperation! 


^% 


f*r*.* 


»>*v—  I— rsi 


^7  here  is  a  need  for  additional  people 

for  the  Prayer  chain.  If  you  are  inter- 
ested, please  contact  Evelyn  Yeoman. 
Her  number  is:  489-2349. 
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SERVING  SEPTEMBER  21 

ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.  K.  Cron,  B.Crouse 

10:45  a.m.  B.  Widmer,  C.  McGrew 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 

8:15  a.m. 

M.  Mullen,  J.  Ott,  T.  Knuckles 
10:45  a.m.  C.  Falbe,  J.  Franklin, 
L.  Heimann,  M.  McDougle, 
O.  Mcdougle,  K.  Scott,  L.  Stover, 
L.  Vandergriff,  E.  Yeoman 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
SEPTEMBER  21 

J.  Arnold,  L.  Stover,  Lori  Vandergriff. 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
SEPTEMBER  17-OCTOBER  1 

George  Coie(18),  Ginny  Johnson(19), 
Mary  Navachcoff(  1 9),  Richard 
Crain(19),  Klark  Kerley(20),  Rosalie 
Hall(20),  Brian  Prechtl(22),  Lynn 
Medlin(22),  Anita  Eliis(23),  Robert 
Petty(24),  Steve  Vachon(25),  Jenny  Har- 
ter(25),  Dorothy  Overmeyer(26),  Christi 
Deck(28),  Ralph  Richard(29),  John 
Briggs(29),  Lorrie  Markley(29) 
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THE  SEARCH  CONTINUES 


Volume  54,  No.  31 


Workday  at  Camp  Barbee 


One  thing  the  committee  has  learned  is  lust 
how  much  work  and  time  is  involved  in  getting 
basic  information  together.  Unfbrtunatly,  before 
we  call  a  new  pastor  we  must  develop  an  under- 
standing of  |ust  who  we  are!  Boy!  We  are 
unique  and  surprisingly  diverse!  We  are  |ust 
about  finished  with  this  preliminary  step. 

The  next  step  k  to  meet  with  you,  the  con- 
gregation, to  get  your  hopes,  satisfactions,  and 
concerns  about  the  church  and  what  you  want  in 
our  new  pastor.  Details  on  this  will  be  an- 
nounced soon. 

We  solicit  your  patience  and  understanding. 
Por  now,  we  ask  you  to  pray  for  us!  More  later! 

In  Christian  Love, 

Bill  franklin  for 

the  Search  Committee 


mm 


Fall  workday  at  Barbee  will  be  Sat- 
urday, October  4, 9am-3pm ,  We 

have  some  painting  to  do.  We  will 
also  be  re-roofing  one  of  the  cabins.  A 
tree  needs  to  come  down  at  the  beach 
and  picnic  tables  put  away.  (See  the 
Indiana  Christian  for  more  specifics.) 

Bring  your  own  tools,  ladders,  saws, 
etc.,  if  possible.  Snack  and  lunch  will 
be  served.   Please  call  2 1 9/834-4 1 90 
with  reservations  for  lunch,  by 
Wednesday,  October  1 . 
We  need  your  help! 

Herb  &  Sharon 


mmmmmmmmmmmmmm 
interim  Associate  Minister:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 
4800  s.  Calhoun  street        Ft.  Wayne,  m  46807 


744-S239 
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The  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  have 
a  long  tradition  of  Spe- 
cial Day  Offerings.   The 
purpose  of  the  special  of- 
ferings is  not  limited  to 
just  raising  more  funds 
for  a  particular  cause.   In 
addition  to  funding  pro- 
grams, the  special  day 
offerings  provide  a  won- 
derful occasion  for  learning  about  our 
participation  in  the  ministry /mission  of 
our  Lord. 

This  Sunday,  September  28,  is  Rec- 
onciliation Sunday.   I  was  serving  as  a 
District  Minister  in  Missouri  when  the 
Reconciliation  Program  was  born.   In 
the  midst  of  much  civil  and  social  un- 
rest, our  church  decided  to  address 
some  pressing  and  painful  issues.   I  am 
proud  to  be  a  part  of  a  church  that  had 
the  courage  to  step  forward  and  take 
some  specific  actions  to  alleviate  hu- 
man need  and  build  bridges  of  under- 
standing between  people. 

But,  reconciliation  is  really  so  much 
more  than  a  "church  program."  It  is 
rooted  in  a  strong  biblical  and  theolog- 
ical understanding  of  what  God  has  al- 
ready done  in  Christ  (  reconciled  us  to 


himself)  and  what  Christ  expects  of 
us,  his  followers  (entrusted  the  min- 
istry of  reconciliation  to  us.)  I  en- 
courage you  to  read  II  Corinthians 
5:16-21  in  preparation  for  worship  or 
September  28.   I  will  be  preaching  or 
the  theme  "The  Roots  and  Fruits  of 
Reconciliation."  I  look  forward  to 
greeting  you  as  we  gather  for  the  wor 
ship  of  God  ! 

Shalom, 

Bill 


THIS  SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  21 

we  had  five  first  visitors  with  us  in  wor 
ship:  Tricia  Bell,  Horace  Sweat  &  Sara! 
Hombach-Price,  Terry  Loop,  and  An- 
drew Ellis.  Look  for  them  again  this 
coming  week.  Get  to  know  them  and 
what  they  like.  Maybe  they'd  like  to 
join  you  in  one  of  the  groups  you  enjoy 
here  at  First  Christian. 
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Hey  Everybody- 
LET'S  GO  to  the  HOP! 

Hey  all  you  gals  &  guys 

Here's  a  few  words  to  the  wise. 

Stroll  on  in  Sunday  September  28,  2-5 

Let's  see  You  Twist  &  Shout  &  Hand  Jive. 

That's  right  -  DressUp  -  Come  -  Dance 

&  have  a  ball 

That's  what  it's  about  after  all! 

DON'T  FORGET 
SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  28 

2-5 

BE  THERE  OR  BE  SQUARE! 


D.M.A  PLANS 

OCTOBER  7th  theD.MAwill 
be  lunching  at  Noon.at  the  Window 
Garden  Restaurant.  Following  a  de- 
lightful repast  they  will  be  continuing 
on  to  the  Main  Post  Office!  Gather  up  all  those 
questions  you  always  wanted  to  ask  for  the  tour 
that  begins  promptly  at  1:15p.m.  The  car  pool  will 
leave  from  the  church  at  11:15  sharp!  (Special 
Post  Office  parking  information  will  be  in  the  next 
Tidings.) 


"BLESSING  SHOWER" 

For  Julia 

Sunday,  September  28th 

5:00-7:00  p.m. 

The  Youth  of  First  Christian 
Church  are  hosting  a  "Blessing 
Shower"  for  Julia  (Charlie  and  Teresa 
Hatten's  foster  child.)  Julia  will  be 
returning  to  her  mother  in  early  Octo- 
ber. Since  she  has  been  such  an  inte- 
gral part  of  our  congregation,  we 
would  like  to  show  our  love  and  sup- 
port. Everyone  is  invited. 

ITEMS  JULIA  NEEDS: 

Crib  Sheets 

Blanket 

Undershirts/Onesies  (size  12  mo.- 

18mo.) 

Socks 

Clothes  for  Winter  (size  12  mo  - 

18  mo) 

Stroller 

High  Chair 

Diapers  (Huggies  Step  3  but  anything 

will  do) 

Bottles 

Baby  Food  -  2nd  step 

Any  large  items  (high  chair, 
stroller,  etc.)  please  contact  Teresa 
first  so  as  not  to  duplicate. 
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GROUP 


oS    C    0    0     vr 


30  people  attended  the  parent-youth 
gathering  Sunday  evening.  We  spent 
some  time  getting  acquainted  (How  many 
people  can  Andy  hold  on  his  lap?)  and 
planning  the  "ultimate"party  (You  want  to 
go  where?) 

Then  we  enjoyed  great  stuffed  baked 
potatoes  (made  to  order).  Plans  for  the 
coming  weeks  include  times  for  fun,  fel- 
lowship and  service.  We  meet  from  5-7 
pm  most  Sundays  and  share  a  meal,  then 
time  together.  Come,  join  the  fun! 

Coming  events: 
September 

28  5-7  pm  -Shower/painting 
Following  the  "Sock  Hop"  stay 
for  the  Blessing  Shower  for  Julia 
or  take  time  to  paint  "our  room'*. 
October 

5  5-7  pm  -  talk  about  work    trip 
&  paint 

12    CROP  WALK  lp.m.-?p.m. 
Birthday  celebration  following 

19  5-7  pm  plan/paint/work 

26  Tailgate  party  (watch  for 
news) 


WHAT:  ANNUAL  CROP  WALK 
WHERE:  FrankePark 
WHEN:October  12, 1997 

Registration  1:30-2 :00p.m. 
Walk  begins  @2 :00p.m. 
WHY:  Stop  World  Hunger 

Sponsored  by  Church  World 
Service 

Church  World  Service  is  a  ministry  of 
the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  The  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  is  a  partner 
through  that  Council  and  through  local 
ecumenical  programs.  The  money  raised 
helps  to  support  local  food  banks  also. 
Last  year  in  Indiana  there  were  49  walks 
which  included  8,230  participants  from 
746  groups.  The  average  amount  raised 
per  walker  in  the  region  was  $54.05. 

Please  consider  joining  the  team  from 
First  Christian  Church.  There  will  be  2 
walks.  One  4  mile  route  and  one  2  mile 
route  which  is  handicap  accessible. 
Strollers  are  welcome.  No  skateboards 
or  roller  blades  will  be  permitted  for  lia- 
bility reasons. 

The  Youth  Group  will  be  walking 
again  this  year  so  if  you  don't  walk  , 
please  show  your  support  by  giving  a 
pledge. 

Contact  Donna  McEvoy  at  424-28 1 8 
or  the  church  office  to  signup  and  receive 
your  pledge  sheets. 

Let's  make  this  year's  Crop  Walk  a 
HUGE  success! 


EPTEMBER  24  TIDINGS  EXTRA 
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REMEM&E*  OUR 
HOMEPOUND 

REMEMBER  OUR  SHUT-INS  IN  YOUR  PRAYERS 

IN  NURSING  HOMES  &  RETIREMENT  HOMES: 

The  Arbors,  2827  Northgate  Blvd.   46835 

Fern  Kenline,  Room  202 

Freda  Flaugh,  Room  301 

Courtland  Health  &  Rehabilitation  Center,  3555  Spy  Run  Ext.   46805 

Ardith  Wrisk,  Room  217 

Covington  Manor  Nursing  Center,  5700  Wilkie  Dr.  46804 

Lucille  Branstrator 

Kingston  Residence,  7515  Winchester  Road  46819 

Valetta  Parlette,  Room  410 

Lutheran  Home,  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.  46816 

Velma  Hechler,  Room  1 16 

Mariner  Health  Care  Center,  4430  Elsdale  Drive   46835 

Bernice  Montgomery,  Room  201 

Ossian  Health  Care,  215  Davis  Road,  Ossian,  IN  46774 

Dorothy  Green,  Room  301 A 

Riverbend,  7519  Winchester  Road  46819 

Lou  Simmons,  Room  105-2 

St,  Anne's  Nursing  Home,  1900  Randalia  Drive  46805 

Ressie  Ehresman,  Room  324-B 

Townhouse  Retirement  Center,  2209  St.  Joe  Center  Road  46825 

Glenn  &  Lola  Miller,  Room  20 1W 

AT  HOME: 

Jack  &  Emma  Phillips,  1737  Godfrey  Road  46819 

Lila  Russell,  3936  Irene  Court  46808 

Donald  &  Sarah  Smith,  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.,  Apt.  E421   46816 

Coleen  Wilcoxson  &  Orda  Gientzer,  746  Candlelite  Court  46807 

Charles  Wrisk.  259  E.  Sherwood  Terrace   46807 

Andy  Cook,  !  1335  Gongwer  Drive   46845 


"  Finding  A  Rainbow 
Through  Dark  Glasses" 

An  Alzheimer's  Workshop 


SCHEDULE 


8:30  -9:00  -  Registration/Continental  Breakfast 
9:00  -9:10   -  Welcome 

9:10-10:30  -  Jane  Stansell,  RN,  MSN 

"Innovations  In  Adult  Day  Services." 

10:30  -10:45  -  Break 

10:45  -12:00  -  Susan  Cecil,  MSW  C.S.W.  "Special  Care 
Units:  Pros  and  Cons;  What 
Makes  Them  Special" 

12:00  -1:00  -  Lunch  /  Exhibits 

1:00  2:15  -  Lou  Ann  Binkley,  RN,C  -  "Keys  That 
Make  A  Difference:  Savoring  Colors 
In  A  Black  And  White  Life" 

2:15  -2:30      Break 

2:30  -3:30  -  Mark  Potuck  -  "To  Laugh  Or  Not  To 
Laugh....There  Is  No  Question!" 

3:30  -4:00      Informal  Networking 


General  Information: 

Date:  October  14,  1997 

Location:  Grand  Wayne  Center 
Exhibition  Hall 
120  W.Jefferson  Blvd.  Ft  Wayne,  IN.  46802 

Parking:  Parking  available  for  a  fee  in  Civic  Center 
Parking  lot. 

Exhibits:  There  will  be  an  opportunity  to  visit 
exhibitor  tables  offering  pertinent  and  educational 
information. 

Registration  fee:  $15.00  -  Family  Caregiver 
$20.00  -  Professional 

Individual  registration  fee  includes  Continental 
Breakfast  and  Lunch. 

For  more  information  Contact Sharon  -  458-2223 
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Brenda  Kelly  was  able  to  be  with 
us  in  Worship  Sunday.  We  are  very 
happy  to  see  her  doing  so  well. 

Bill  Crouse  is  under  new 
medication  &  appears  to  be  doing  well. 

Pauline  Auer  had  surgery  Friday 
morning  (9-18)  at  Parkview.  She 
expects  to  be  at  home  this  week.  Pray 
for  her  quick  recovery. 

Ruth  Plummer  is  having  tests  this 
week.  Please  remember  her  in  your 
prayers. 

Ruth  Truesdell  &  Dorothy  Green 
were  in  the  hospital  this  past  week  to 
regulate  their  medication. 

Bill  Harzler  has  been  diagnosed 
with  pancreatic  cancer.  Please  keep  him 
&  Mary  Lou  in  your  prayers. 


V 


In  our 
thoughts 
&  prayers 


Why  I  COME  TO  Sunday  School 

7  or  the  last  5  to  6  years  I  have  taught  the 
children  .  1  have  gained  knowledge  and 
enjoyment  but  I  felt  it  was  time  for  me  to 
be  a  part  of  Sunday  School  at  a  different 
level.  For  now,  to  continue  gaining  knowl- 
edge and  figuring  out  how  to  apply  that  in  a 
different  way  is  what  I  need.  That  doesn't 
mean  that  I  will  never  work  with  teaching 
the  little  ones  again  (I  feel  that  is  real  im- 
portant). Right  now 
I  need  to  grow  too! 

Laura  McFarland 


J    come  to  Sunday  school  to  see  my 
friends  and  our  class  has  interesting 
discussions* 

Annonymous 

Why  I  TEACH  Sunday  School 

C^  unday  School  is  an  important  activity 

where  our  faith  can  be  explored  and  ex- 
panded in  friendship  and  fellowship.  As  a 
teacher  I  grow  in  faith  from  knowing  the 
faith  of  others. 

Roger  Moll 
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oiVt  Shoot  the  Horse 


For  over  75  years  our  annual  finan- 
cial campaigns  have  been  a  method  of 
choice  for  funding  congregational  min- 
istries. ^Once-a-Year  Campaigns"  are 
no  longer  reaching  the  mission  poten- 
tial of  the  church  nor  the  spiritual  need 
of  our  congregation.  We  need  to  redis- 
cover the  biblical  vision  of  Stewardship 
in  all  seasons.  Our  vision  will  become 
our  mission. 

Our  stewardship  (financial)  drive 
will  begin  in  October  of  this  year  and 
culminate  on  November  23  at  the  time 
we  celebrate  our  'Harvest  dinner."  We 
propose  to  use  the  same  method  as  last 
year  where  we  aimed  to  fill  the  "gas 
cans"  for  our  "500"  "mile"  (member) 
ministry.  Each  "driver"  will  be  pro- 
vided "gas  cans"  with  the  names  of 
each  "crew  member"  in  his  or  her  terri- 
tory. We  will  be  contacting  some  of 
you  that  may  wish  to  help. 

George  Bruckman 

Stewardship  Chairman 


DID 

YOU 

KNOW 


Did  you  know..„.R\xih  Truesdeli  has  a  new 
address?  1717  Maplecrest  Rd.,  Apt  342 

46815. 
Did  you  know....that  Polly  Quinn  won  a  sec- 
ond place  ribbon  at  the  City  Wide  Plant 
Show  for  her  carrot  which  she  grew  in  her 
backyard? 

Did  you  know.....ihat  Dawn  Pierce,  Krystal 
&  Lindsey  have  a  new  phone  #  458-9102? 
(If  you  have  any  tidbits  for  our  new  article 
entitled,  "Did  You  Know"  call  the  church 
office  by  Mondays  at  noon). 

MUT  ORDERS  I 

DUE  BY  THIS  WEEKEND 

Pecans,  Almonds,  etc.  are  great  for  pmf 
candy,  eating,  and  gift  giving  so  get  your  orders  in. 
To  assure  delivery  before  the  holidays,  orders  must 
be  placed  MOW.     If  interested,  please  call  the 
church  office  (744-2229)  or  Rosemary  Krull  (after 
2:20  |>.m.)  (422-61?!)  and  state  how  many 
pounds  you  want. 


Attendance 

Budget  Needs 

Actual  Giving 

September  14 

191 

$3,523.88 

$3,649.78 

Year-to-date 

174 

$130,383.56 

$120,980.10 
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CHURCH  CALENDAR 

THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  25 

3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
5:30  p.m.  Carillon 

FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  26 
5:00  p.m.  Rehearsal 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  27 
10:00  a.m.  Parenthetical  Players 
1 :00  p.m.  Choir  Rehearsal 
5:30  p.m.  Stabler-Collins  Wedding 
SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  28 
8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service, 
9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School 
10.45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
Welcome  to  Worship 
Coffee  Fellowship 
2:00-5:00  p.m.  Sock  Hop 
5:00-7:00  p.m."Blessings  Shower" 
MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  29 
7:30  p.m.  Young  Adult  Group  at  Greg  & 
Jenny  Baitz 
WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  1 
6:00  p.m.  Young  Parents  Class  (Parlor) 
7:00  p.m.  Walk  to  Bethlehem 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  2 
3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 

FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  3 
6:00  P.M.  Sojourners  (Parlor) 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  4 
9:00  a.m.  Finance  Meeting 
9:00-3:00  p.m.  Cleanup  Day  at  Camp 
Barbee 
Neighborhood  sale  of  tickets  for 
"Home  Tour'  in  parking  lot 


We  are  planning  our  annual  fall 
clean-up  on  Saturday  &  Sunday  Octo- 
ber 11  &  12.  We  want  to  get  the 
church  grounds  looking  top-notch.  The 
hours  planned  for  the  days  are: 
8  am  to  12  pm  on  Saturday  and  directly 
after  second  service  on  Sunday,  so  bring 
a  change  of  clothes  and  a  sack  lunch. 

We  plan  to  trim  bushes,  pull  weeds, 
straighten  leaning  trees  and  give  the 
grounds  a  general  cleaning  up.  We 
hope  that  some  of  you  will  volunteer  to 
help  on  one  or  both  of  the  clean-up 
days.  Please  bring  along  any  tools  that 
might  help  out. 

If  you  can  help  out,  please  let  Mike 
McFarland  know.  His  phone  number  is 
436-5839. 
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SERVING  SEPTEMBER  28 

ELDERS 

8:15  a.m.  B.  Bier,  K.  Ohneck 

10:45  a.m.  J.  Mey,  S.  Hayes 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 

8:15  a.m.  J.  Arnold,  M.  Bier, 

C.  Davis,  D.  Keebortz,  T.  Knuckles 
10:45  a.m.  G.  Baitz,  J.  Baitz, 

D.  Bohlen,  S.  Brickley,  G.  Cole, 
C.  Deck,  L.  McFarland,  R.  Wise 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
SEPTEMBER  28  &  OCTOBER  5 

M.  Crouse,  L.  Whitworth,  W.  Whitworth 

COFFEE  FELLOWSHIP 

Eunice  Conrad  &  Sally  Rudy 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
SEPTEMBER  24-OCTOBER  8 

Robert  Petty(24),  Anna  Taylor(2),  Estel 
VandergriflB[2),  Bruce  Stone(3),  Jamie 
Bushey(4),  Kathlyn  Banet(4),  Jean  Mc- 
Grew(5),  Deb  Lester- Webb(6),  Earl 
Plummer(6),Betty  Maksl(7),  Eileen 
Klepfer(8) 


Coffee  Fellowfihfp 

Beginning  this  Sunday  we  will  be 
having  a  Coffee/Fellowship  Hour  fol- 
lowing second  service.  This  is  a  time 
for  you  to  come  to  know  more  people 
and  many  people  better.  Take  the  time 
this  Sunday  for  a  little  time  getting  to 
know  the  "family"  better. 


First  Christian  Church 

4800  S.  Calhoun  St. 

Ft  Wayne,  IN 

46807 
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'LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN  START  YOUR  ENGINES" 

ANNUAL  STEWARDSHIP  DRIVE 

THE  FIRST  CHRISTIAN  500 


Like  the  fuel  that  moves  an  Indy  car,  our 
pledges  are  the  fuel  that  drives  the  ongoing  pro- 
grams and  ministries  of  First  Christian  Church. 

Over  the  next  month  our  congregation 
will  be  prayerfully  considering  what  we  can  of- 
fer as  pledges  for  1998  as  we  seek  to  support  the 
church  and  make  a  witness  for  God  to  this  com- 
munity and  our  world. 

We  urge  you  to  examine  your  hearts, 
minds  and  spirits  as  you  participate  in  the  race 
of  life  where  God  can  be  the  winner. 

We  hope  you  will  focus  your  thoughts  on 
this  as  we  move  towards  RACE  DAY  -  OCTO- 
BER 19  when  pledges  will  begin  to  be  received. 

Watch  you  mail  next  week  for  a  letter 
that  will  explain  the  way  we'll  receive  our 
pledges. 


The  Rachel  Group  will  re- 
sume meetings  on  the  third 
Tuesday  morning,,  October 
21st  at  9:30  a.m.  in  the  Par- 
lor. Study  of  the  women  of 
the  Bible  will  be  enhanced  by 
the  new  CWF  Study  Book. 
All  interested  women  are  in- 
vited to  attend  this  special 
planning  session.  Questions 
may  be  referred  to  Mildred  % 
Hutchinson  745-1944. 


:er:  Rev.  Bin  M.  Riggs 
interim  Associate  Minister:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 
4800  s.  Calhoun  street         Ft  Wayne,  IN  46807 


744-3239 
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7  his  Sunday  is  World 
Communion  Sunday 
on  the  church  calen- 
dar. There  was  a  time 
when  this  special  day 
seemed  very  important  in 
the  life  of  the  church.   In 
more  recent 
times  it 
barely  makes  it  on  the  cal- 
endar of  special  worship 
opportunities.   A  noted 
Methodist  leader  sug- 
gested that  "World  Com- 
munion Sunday  was  al- 
ways a  bit  presumptuous 
since,  for  over  80%  of  the 
world's  Christians  every 
Sunday  is  World  Com- 
munion Sunday,  and 
there  seems  to  be  little 
need  to  flaunt  our  devia- 
tion." 

I  strongly  disagree  with  this  state 
ment.   Perhaps  my  Disciple  roots  are 
showing.... or  perhaps  my  age  is  a  factor 
in  my  reaction,  but  I  still  believe  there 
is  a  place  for  the  celebration  of  World 
Communion  Sunday.   This  day  does  not 


flaunt  our  deviancies.  Rather,  it  cele- 
brates our  oneness  in  Christ. 

I  will  be  speaking  on  the  theme 
"It's  A  Small  World  After  All"  as  we 
gather  for  worship  this  Sunday.  I  hope 
each  member  of  First  Christian  will 
make  a  special  effort  to  keep  the  ap- 
pointment which  they  have  with  the 
Lord,  gather  at  the 
table  in  response  to  his 
invitation  and  celebrate 
with  Christians  around 
the  world  the  majestic 
love  of  God  as  revealed 
in  the  gift  of 

Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.  I  look  forward 
to  greeting  you  this 
Sunday! 


Shalom, 


Pastor  Bill 
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FIRST  CHRISTIAN  CLEANS  UP 


at  Camp  Barbae 

This  Saturday! 


at  Church 
Next  Weekend 


FALL  WORKDAY  at  Bsitee  will  be 
Saturday,  October  4, 9am-3pni  ,  We 
have  some  painting  to  do.  We  will  also  be 
m-foofing  one  of  the  cabins,  A  free  needs 
to  come  down  at  the  beach  and  picnic  tables 
put  away*  (See  the  Jagg^StaSaJK 
more  specifies) 

Bring  your  own  tools,  ladders,  saws,  etc, 
if  possible.  Snack  and  lunch  will  be  served. 
Please  call  219/8344190  wife  reservations 
for  lunch  +  by  Wednesday, -October  L  We 
need  your  help! 


Herb  &  Sharon 


We  are  planning  ow  ANNUAL 
FALL  CLEAN-UP  on  Saturday  & 
Sandfly  October  11  &  12.  We  want  to 
get  the  church  grmiods  looking  top- 
notch.  The  hours  planned  for  the  days 
are; 

8  mm  to  12  pm  on  Saturday  and  directly 
after  second  service  on  Sunday t  so  bring 
a  change  of  clothes  and  a  sack  lunch. 

We  plan  to  trim  bushes,  pull  weeds, 
straighten  leaning  trees  m&  give  the 
grounds  a  genial  cleaning  np,  We 
hope  that  some  of  you  will  volunteer  to 
help  on  one  or  both  of  the  clean-up 
days,  Please  bring  along  any  tools  that 
might  help  out 

If  you  can  help  out,  please  let  Mike 
MeFarland  know.  His  phone  number  is 
436>5$39< 
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Adventure  Club 


Thtif&hy  tffemflefis  it  Plfsf  Obrfsffsm 
Ctweh  m  ffiletf  wftb  Hit  soimik  ef  efriWNai 
fusmfrsg  ffiaftfes  fa  a  Rtannefllaffon  §mrit  fasm 
Tli#  Glwrfsllwi  C^ii«lt  In  fn^ws.  but  Tints- 
4syf  '5  tM«t«  ssura  to  Tte  AdmttjK  Cfub 
fet  ene-an-soe  resdftigaiilsfifiee  ami  pueaiiufc- 
tn&mMiihm*  Sbctetn  j*ta$fci  finm  £CC fiftNul, 
tii#t  s*  fHwfcW  sliiW  ws  to  Hit  ssfuritigtf ' 
chldta  ulting  wtffi  4  filgft  fctorf  it^ten^  from 
fba  Bfihcip  Lens  &ny  Club*  Cba  fey  Club  men*- 
to  ismaitoj  sf  lint  s  wor^terftil  pfefuft  If  was 
li  ten  sfl  af  the  gr«Ftt|wLf!f  «nrf  QaaT- 
gjm4|4mt4i$e  pmpfa  lii^r^  ping  efilfeNn 
team.  ¥fe  &e{>eet  tfiaf  seam  SO  eUlfan  Kill  £f^ 
ttel^ste  Mfifltiy*  Soma!  m»c  &ty  Cfmfe  imnntof 
§teo  waRt  to  hd|>.  Oincfe 
i  msfith  thft  pifftnfsr  ©f 
ffe  ehlbNn  |»sftfeiffffrsg 
in  Tim  Afamlum  CiiA 
will  be  InfftiMl  ts  ^im  a 
imai  ml  Is  team  ways 
tftgt- tfiey  ean  mmut^ 
FCC*  W&5r&*fe^|>fog 
ffiMfofKblfs  wilfi  tta 
Rfilghbofhood  dhfldfan 
and  !Wt  fatnfH&s  and 
wffib  lf*e  sfinknls  fmm  Bfefn$  Lwk*  Weiffi 
twjly  a  beacon  af  @wfs  fij^bf  cm  ffai  Sauffi  Sfife* 
This  is  \u&ammamph  nftfrn  way  th#  Hia  Rgc- 
onefflaffion  OflMuf,  If  belpfng  fa  "WW  fetfefens  ®f 
airi&&t$n#ig  klwts.fi  people** 


WHAT:  ANNUAL  CHOP  WALK 
WHERE:  FrankePark 
WHEN:OetuI*er  12,  1997 

Registration  l:3O-2H)0p*m. 

Walk  begins  @2:00pjB. 
WHY:  Stop  WorM  Hunger 

Spcmsotud  by  Church  World 

Service 
Church  World  Service  is  a  ministry  of 
the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  US  A,  TIm  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  is  a  pirttier 
through  that  Council  and  through  local 
ecumenical  programs.  The  money  raised 
helps  to  support  local  food  banks  also. 
Last  year  m  Indiana  there  were  49  walks 
which  included  Ss230  participants  from 
746fpPDHJ3.  The  average  amount  raised 
per  walker  in  the  ttgion  was  $54,05. 

Please  consider  joining  the  team  from 
First  Christian  Church,  There  will  be  2 
walks.  One  4  mile  route  and  one  2  mile 
route  which  is  handicap  accessible. 
S&ollers  are  welcome.  No  skateboards 
or  roller  blades  will  be  permitted  for  lia- 
bility reasons. 

The  Youth  Group  will  be  walking 
again  this  year  so  if  you  don*t  walk  t 
please  show  your  support  by  giving  a 
pledge. 

Contact  Donna  McEvoy  at  424-28 1  & 
or  the  church  office  to  signup  and  receive 
your  pledge  sheets. 

Let*s  make  this  year* a  Crop  Walk  a 
HUGE  success! 
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Remember  Pauline  Amur  as  she 
recovers  at  hon»e  from  her  surgery  9/1  S> 

Ruth  Phimmer  continues  to  have 
tests  taken  as  they  seek  iofommtioa 
about  the  state  of  har  heart.  Please  keep 
her  m  your  prayers, 

Ruth  TruesMl  was  in  the 
hospital  agpta  this  past  week  to  regulate 
her  medication  * 

Rill  Harder  has  been  diagnosed 
with  pancreatic  cancer,  Please  pray  for 
Mm  &  Mary  Lm 


In  our 
thoughts 


V  &  prayers 


Why  I  COME  TO  Sunday  School 

Ihsm  is  «  mmgm  used  to  s&&siylt!&*l  need 
Tta  Erary  Hotir*  !  eome  to  fiw^ihs  fidwiol  fe&- 
fifths  t  need  to* 
t.  I  need  fa  be  i^tnfnifed  itf  *Aat  6odbs  pracr^^ 

are  *nd  what  he  fixfeefB  of  tne* 
2.  I  need  ta  fchow  otto  pestle  Mien  th^fi 

S,  ItMthemWoftindar^n^^fi^tBf 

frteds. 
4*  !  need  to  kfi&fef  site  are  sfnjggjfagto  Ike  in 

Qnf*  mgmlm* 

Lois  f  IrMmss&n 


Why  fTO^H  Sunday  School 

1  teach  because  I  like  to.  I 
like  the  give  and  take  of  a  group 
of  friends  getting  together  in  Sun- 
day School  with  a  biblical  text; 
studying  it,  and  sharing  what  tt 
means,  Other  Christians  keep  me 
alive  to  God's  Word.  As  we  study 
together  what  was  written  in  the 
past,  we  get  insights  into  the 
meaning  for  us  here  and  now. 

Eunice  Conrad 
Gospel  Seekers  Class 


OCTOBER  1,  1997 


TIDINGS 


PAGE  SIX 


tthmp  mm&g?  mmm  k  &?  tpmA  efyird 
&aJ  &  M£E&f&&  Mi&me^Jbfi&  &£ik  i&g£j>  aim 
#*ht#  tktfmgk  Mr  £m?mg  MmiteM  tifyeJg  pmpi 

<_3a|iM§#  fir  *Jfi 


*«*** 


D.MA  PLAMfi 

OCTOBER  7ff*  ffctDJIA 

Hflf  Ni  EiOTf&iflgflf  How**!* 
"tfh  WMotf  Ga^ifi  Rustic 

Wt.    FoE(MfA£4d»lf£flt^l 

N^am*  ffity  wll  te  ea  ntifctting 
©nfiifteMsTriPetfOfffciJ 
6#f§«r  t^  ill  tf&si  <p«eEtter^  yan  staays 
wiW  Is  ssfc  f®f  tfei  &*#  fft^r  Night* 
jtf&mfptfy  #  MSfi.m.  Tht  ear  ^|  wil  tat 
fN>m  ffwi  eteiiel?  si  11*15  «ftg^!  g^Iaf 

Past  Officii  fs^tig  immtkm  m  u  in  m 


DID 

YOU 

KNOW 


DMym  know^AhM  Stephanie  Stabler  and 
Sim  Collins  were  joked  in  Matri- 
mony this  past  Saturday  (27}in  our 
Sanctuary? 

DM  yam  knmv„„ifoat  First  Christian  hosted 
Bishop  Liieis*  Senior  Spiritual  Re 
treat  this  Wednesday  and  Thursday? 

Did  you  feicmwthat  30-35  people  bad  a 
great  time  at  the  Sock  U^  this  past 
Sunday?  IFyoywcrentoncoftticitj 
you  missed  a  fiio  time! 

(If  you  have  any  tidbits  for  our  new  article 

entitled,  *Bid  Yon  Know**  call  the  ehursh 


^p^^^^^  ®m  watpti&W  goes  out 
^^^^^^^-  to  Sarah  Smith  m  the 
death  of  her  husband 
Don  Smith  on  Friday,  September  26,  Funeral 
Services  were  held  by  Pastors  Rif^s  & 
Bn^koM  m  Tuesday,  September  30tk  Don 
had  been  a  member  of  First  Christian  since 
1955. 


Sunday  School 

September  21 
Year-to-date 


75 
158 
173 


BHrtfffWuaii      AfliwfCftfut 


$3,523.88 
$133,907.44 


$1,45  LBS 
$122,431.91 
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CHURCH  CALENDAR 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  2 

3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
5:30  p.m.  Carillon  Rehearsal 

FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  3 
6:00  P.M.  Sojourners  (Parlor) 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  4 
9:00  a.m.  Finance  Meeting 
9:00-3:00  p.m.  Cleanup  Day  at 
Camp  Barbee 

10:00  a.m.  Parenthetical  Players 
1 :00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir  &  Chamber 

Singers  rehearsal 
"Home  Tour"  sales  in  parking  lot 
SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  5 
7:45  a.m.  Chamber  Singers  sing 
8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service, 
9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School 
10.45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 

Coffee  Fellowship 
5-7:00  p.m.  Youth  Group 

MONDAY,  OCTOBER  6 
7:30  p.m.  Young  Adult  Group  at  Greg 

Jenny  Baitz 

TUESDAY  OCTOBER  7 
12:00  noon  D.M.A. 
7:00  p.m.  Elders  Meeting 

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  8 
2:00  p.m.  CWF  (Board  Room) 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  9 
3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
5:30  p.m.  Carillon 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  11 
8-12noon  Yard  Clean-up  Day 


TAILGATE 
TRICK  OR  TREAT  TIME 


lAf  ant  to  have  a  great  time  of  fun  and  food  and 
"      fellowshi p?  Them's  a  Sunday  evening  on 
October  26  when  you  can  do  |ust  that  at  Pirst  Chris- 
tian Church. 

Well  gather  in  the  fellowship  hall  for  sloppy 
joes,  hot  dogs,  chips,  cupcakes,  and  cider 
(hot  &  cold).  A  free-will  offering  will  be 
taken.  There  will  be  games  for  children  co- 
ordinated by  our  youth. 

At  6:00  p.m,  on  the  parking  lot,  adults 
will  open  their  trunks  and  sit  out  there  hand- 
ing out  trick-or-treats  to  our  children  as  they 
OctObSr    go  in  costume  from  car  to  car. 


Kids:  Come  in  costume. 
Adults:  Prizes  for  best  costume 

and  best  decorated  trunk. 

Adults:  Be  prepared  with  treats 

for  75-100  children. 


mm 


& 


Vor/TH 

rttOtJP 


October  Activities 


5  5-7  pm  -  talk  about  work  trip 

&  paint 
12   CROP  WALK  lp.m.-?p.m. 
No  Youth  Group  following 

19  5-7  pm  plan/paint/work 
26  Tailgate  party  (see  above) 
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SERVING  OCTOBER  5 
ELDERS 
8:15  a.m.E.  Conrad  &G.  Bruckman 
10:45  a.m.  J.  McGrew  &  C.  Hatten 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.  M.  Crouse,  M.  Mullen, 
J.  Ott,  D,  Schurcht. 
10:45  a.m.  S.  Brey,  L.  Brey, 
M.  Deck,  L.  Deck,  E.  Gorman, 
H.  Mathis,  E.  Riecke,  L.  Whitworth, 
W.  Whitworth. 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
OCTOBER  5 
M.  Crouse,  L.  Whitworth,  W. 
Whitworth 

COFFEE  FELLOWSHIP 

Debra  Fulkerth  &  Orlan  Holmes 


First  Christian  Church 

4800  S.  Calhoun  St. 

Ft.  Wayne,  IN 

46807 

RETURN  POSTAGE 

GUARANTEED 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
OCTOBER  1-18 

Anna  Taylor(2),  Estel  VandergrifB[2), 
Bruce  Stone(3),  Jamie  Bushey(4),  Kath- 
lyn  Banet(4),  Jean  McGrew(5),  Deb 
Lester-Webb(6),  Earl  Plummer(6),Betty 
Maksl(7),  Eileen  Klepfer(8),  Bill  John- 
son(9),  Kathy  Graham(10),  Mike 
Chapin(10),  Doris  KoeWkiger(ll),  Phe- 
ung  Phonsoupha(l  1),  Anne  Scott(12), 
Charles  W.  Wrisk-93(13),Jim 
Bramel{14),  Dick  Ashton(15),  Edna 
Vaught(l  5),  Herb  Banet(l  7),  Ruth 
Ogles(  1 7),  Charlie  Byrket(  1 8) 


First  Christian 

Church 

(USPS  195-840) 

Periodical 

Postage 
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Ualp  Stof>  World  and  Local  Hunger 

Join  the  Annual  Crop  Walk 

WHERE:  PrankePark 

Please  consider  |oinfng  the  team  from  First 

WHEN:  This  Sunday!   October  1 2, 1997 

Christian  Church.  There  will  be  2  walks.  One 

Registration  1:20-2:OOp.m. 

4  mile  route  and  one  2  mile  route  which  is 

Walk  begins®  2:OOp.m. 

handicap  accessible.  Strollers  are  welcome. 

Sponsored  by  Church  World  Service 

No  skateboards  or  roller  blades  will  be  permitted 

for  liability  reasons. 

Church  World  Service  is  a  ministry  of  the 

The  Youth  Group  will  be  walking  again  this 

National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in 

year  so  if  you  don't  walk ,  please  show  your 

the  U.S.A.  The  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 

support  by  gbting  a  pledge. 

Christ)  is  a  partner  through  that  Council  and 

Contact  Donna  McEvoy  at  424-2?1?  or 

through  local  ecumenical  programs.  The 

the  church  office  to  signup  and  receive  your 

money  raised  helps  to  support  focal  food  banks 

pledge  sheets.                               j< 

also.  Last  year  in  Indiana  there  were  49  walks 

Let's  make  this             v*    AA 

which  included  ?,220  participants  from  74-6 

year's  Crop  Walk  a         ^Mp^fcVSA 

groups.  The  average  amount  raised  per  walker 

HUGE  success!                 jsi   Mt    Idfr 

in  the  region  was  $54.05. 

^x^ 

interim  Minister:  Rev.BttHk 
interim  Associate  Minister 


%  Riggs 

Wk  CBOtffB  Bruckman 
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[Why  f  COME  TOSumhuJSehool 

As  a  child  I  probably  didn't  have  a 
choice  about  whether  or  tiot  I  attended 
Sunday  School  on  Sunday  morning.  It 
was  something  we  did  as  a  family  active 
in  our  church  and  not  a  matter 
for  debate,  discussion  or  last 
minute decision*  TiuthfitllyJ 
don*t  remember  much  about 
those  early  years  and  my  Chris- 
tian education  except  for  Vaca- 
tion Bibk  School  which  was 
held  for  two  weeks  each  sum- 
mer, CMldien  were  picked  up 
by  a  yellow  bus  and  taken  to  my  county 
school  That  rremember  t  When  Ralph 
and  I  moved  to  Fort  Wayne  in  the  late 
50's  and  joined  First  Christian  Church, 
we  were  asked  to  teach  a  Jr,  High  school 
class  00  Sunday  mornings  or  lead  Chi 
Rho,  junior  high  children,  on  Sunday 
evenings.  We  chose  teaching  on  Sunday 
mornings  For  the  next  thirteen  yearn,  as 
we  tau#fc  I  learned  mom  about  the  Bible 
than  I  had  ever  known  as  a  "student". 
And  one  of  the  most  important  things  I 
learned  is  that  teachers  leans  more  ftrni 
students*  Thank  goodness,  because  I  had 
a  lot  to  learn.  After  a  wise  Christian  Ed- 
ucation pastor,  Miriam  Bixenmaa,  saw 
tfie  necessity  ^_ 

~Hmef — \ 


for  rotating  us  off  as  teachers,  I  began 
Bible  study  as  a  student  again  under  the 
tutelage  of  Jack  Wicker  to  the  Harmony 
Class. 

All  of  this  is  history  of  course,  Why 
do  I  continue  to  come  to  Sunday  School? 
Because  there  is  still  so  much  to  learn* 
Knowing  what  is  in  the  Bible 
is  just  the  first  step.  Under- 
standing what  ftose  ancient  au- 
thors wrote  and  their  message 
for  me  today  is  a  life  long  pro- 
cess. The  Bible  is  a  source  of 
comfort,  eocoui^emeni  and 
guidance  and  I  need  to  know 
where  to  find  those  verses 
when  I  need  them.  Another  aspect  of  a 
Sunday  School  class  is  the  small  group 
life  that  is  formed  when  you  get  to  know 
people  over  a  number  of  years.  Hook 
forward  to  seeing  the  otfier  class  mem- 
bers and  talking  with  them  each  week. 
The  original  small-group  how  must 
surely  be  9:30  to  10*30  aon.  and  occa- 
sionally we  have  donut  holes! 

Hie  Harmony  Class  is  get- 
ting together  at  our  home 
October  IS,  1997  at  5:30  p.m* 
If  you  are  interested  in  a  Sunday 
School  class  or  would  jest  like  to 
check  m  out,  call  me  at  447-5S9L 


d 


Barf  fevgfiyfera 


A/WV\AA/v' 


I 


>S 


I  V  < 


>'> 


JVVAVS 


s  2 


III 


-a/wj: 


PAGE  FOUR 


TIDINGS 


OCTOBER  8,  1997 


Why  f  COME  TOSimr^Sehool 


As  a  child  I  probably  didn't  have  a 
choice  about  whether  or  not  I  attended 
Sunday  School  on  Sunday  morning.  It 
was  something  we  did  as  a  family  active 
in  our  diurch  and  not  a  matter 
for  debate,  discussion  or  last 
minute  decision.  Tmthfiilly,! 
dcart  remember  much  about 
those  early  years  and  my  Chris- 
tian education  except  for  Vaca- 
tion Btbk  School  which  was 
held  for  two  weeks  each  sum- 
mer. Children  were  picked  im 
by  a  yellow  bus  and  taken  to  my  county 
school.  That  I  remember !  When  Ralph 
and  I  moved  to  Fort  Wayne  in  the  late 
50s  and  joined  First  Christian  Church, 
we  were  asked  to  teach  a  Jr,  High  school 
class  oo  Sunday  mornings  or  lead  Chi 
Rbo,  junior  high  children,  on  Sunday 
evenings,  We  chose  teaching  on  Simday 
mornings.  For  the  next  thirteen  years,  as 
we  tm&L  I  learned  mote  about  the  Bible 
than  I  had  ever  known  as  a  "student55. 
And  one  of  the  most  important  things  I 
learned  is  that  teachers  team  more  matt 
students*  Thank  goodies,  because  I  had 
a  lot  to  learn.  After  a  wise  Christian  Ed- 
ucation pastor,  Miriam  Bixenmaa,  saw 
me  necessity 


for  rotating  us  off  as  teachers,  I  began 
BiMe  study  as  a  student  again  under  the 
tutelage  of  Jack  Wicker  in  the  Harmony 
Class- 

All  of  this  is  history  of  cornse,  Why 
do  I  continue  to  cone  to  Sunday  School? 
Because  there  is  still  m  much  to  learn. 
Knowing  what  is  in  the  Bible 
is  just  the  first  step.  Under- 
standing what  feone  ancient  au- 
thors wrote  and  their  message 
for  me  today  is  a  life  long  pro- 
cess. The  Bible  is  a  source  of 
comfort  eiKiourageineni  and 
guidance  amd  1  need  to  know 
where  to  find  those  verses 
when  I  need  mem.  Another  aspect  of  a 
Sunday  School  class  is  the  small  group 
life  that  is  formed  when  you  get  to  know 
people  over  a  number  of  years.  Hook 
forward  to  seeing  the  other  class  mem- 
bers and  talking  with  them  each  week. 
The  original  small-group  hour  must 
surely  be  9:30  to  10*30  ajn.  and  occa- 
sionally we  have  donut  holes! 

The  Harmony  Class  Is  get-       jf\ 
ting  fog**fcer  at  oar  home 
October  If,  1 997  at  5:30  p,m 
If  yon  are  interested  in  a  Sunday     ^gj 
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School  class  or  would  jost  like  to 
check  us  out,  call  me  *i  447*5691. 
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Why  f  TEACH  Sunday  School 

I  have  been  asked  to  explain  why  1  en- 
joy, or  continue  to  teach  Sunday  School 
Actually,  it  all  began  when  I  was  a  child 
and  can  recall  with  fond  memories  a  won- 
derful, warm,  and  loving  lady  who  was  my 
teacher  in  a  boy's  Sunday  School  program. 

As  I  pew  older,.  I  became  aware  of 
what  she  had  done  for  me  in  introducing 
me  to  the  Bible  and  what  importance  it 
would  come  to  play  ki  my  life.  Wheal 
became  a  professional  teacher,  I  decided  I 
would  like  to  share  my  knowledge  and  my 
learning  with  others.  I  began  teaching 
young  people  k  church,  and  was  ulti- 
mately moved  to  the  adult  level  I  have 
taught  Bible  lessons  since  graduating  from 
col  lege,  and  have  sincerely  believed  that 
God  gave  me  a  talent  and  wanted  me  to 
use  it.  I  truly  enjoy  sharing  what  I  have 
learned  about  god  and  Jesus  Christ  with 
others, 

In  recent  years  I  have  been  disappointed 
by  the  apparent  loss  of  interest  in  the 
church  school  program.  Perhaps  some  day 
people  will  be  willing  to  listen  to  what  the 
Lord  has  to  say. 


Glenn  Miller     QN  THE 


Remember  Pauline  A»er  as  she 
recovers  at  home  from  her  surgery 
9/18. 

Ruth  Ply  aimer  is  doing  well  as 
she  tecovers  at  home  from  her 
Pacemaker  surgery, 

Ruth  Truesdell  was  in  the 
hospital  again  this  past  week  to 
regulate  her  medication. 

Bill  Harrier  has  been  diagnosed 
with  pancreatic  cancer.  Please 
continue  to  pay  for  him  ft  Mary  Lou. 

Beuiafa  Timmons  fell  last  week 
and  is  sole  ft  moving  slowly  „  Thank 
God  she  broke  no  bones! 

Marfe  Mitchell  is  recovering  at 
home  ^ft&t  her  cataract  surgery  at 
Lutheran  Hospital  on  September  30th, 


road  to  BETHLEHEM 


This  year's  Walk  to  Bethlehem  is  "offaiid  nmningr  The  initial  meeting  for  these  in 
charge  was  recently  held  at  First  Christian  Church  for  the  inspirational  Christmastime 
special  which  will  be  held  Friday  and  Saturday  nights,  December  12th  &  13th.  That's 
just  two  months  away. 
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Why  I  TEACH  Sunday  School 

I  have  been  asked  to  explain  why  1  en- 
joy, or  continue  to  teach  Sunday  School 
Actually,  it  all  began  when  I  was  a  child 
and  can  recall  with  fond  memories  a  won- 
derful, warm,  and  loving  lady  who  was  my 
teacher  in  a  boy's  Sunday  School  program. 

As  I  grew  older*  I  became  aware  of 
what  she  had  done  for  me  in  introducing 
me  to  the  Bible  and  what  importance  it 
would  come  to  play  in  my  life.  Wheal 
became  a  professional  teacher,  I  decided  I 
would  like  to  share  my  knowledge  and  my 
learning  with  others.  I  began  teaching 
young  people  in  church,  and  was  ulti- 
mately moved  to  the  adult  level  I  have 
taught  Bible  lessons  since  graduating  from 
college,  and  have  sincerely  believed  that 
God  gave  me  a  talent  and  wanted  me  to 
use  it  I  truly  eujoy  sharing  what  I  have 
learned  about  god  and  Jesus  Christ  with 
others, 

In  recent  years  I  have  been  disappointed 
by  the  apparent  loss  of  interest  iu  the 
church  school  program.  Perhaps  some  day 
people  will  be  willing  to  listen  to  what  the 
Lord  has  to  say. 


Glenn  Miller     QfSJ  J|_|£ 
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Remember  Pauline  Aaer  as  she 
recovers  at  home  from  her  surgery 
9/11 

Ruth  Pluannier  is  doing  well  as 
she  recovers  at  home  from  her 
Pacemaker  surgery, 

Euth  Tmesddl  was  in  the 
hospital  again  this  past  week  to 
regulate  her  medication . 

Bill  Harrier  has  been  diagnosed 
with  pancreatic  cancer.  Please 
continue  to  pray  for  him  &  Mary  Lou. 

Beuiafa  Timmons  fell  last  week 
and  is  sore  &  moving  slowly.  Thank 
God  she  broke  no  bones! 

Marge  Mitchell  is  recovering  at 
home  after  her  cataract  surgery  at 
Lutheran  Hospital  on  September  30th. 


road  tq  BETHLEHEM 


This  year's  Walk  to  Bethlehem  is  "off  and  running!1^  The  initial  meeting  for  those  in 
charge  was  recently  held  at  First  Christian  Church  for  the  inspirational  Christmastime 
special  which  will  be  held  Friday  and  Saturday  nights*  December  12th  &  1 3th.  That's 
just  two  months  away. 
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Central  Christian  Dedicates 
Family  Life  Center 

fcu  invited  ud  t*  attend  t&e&i  decUcaUo*  4ei- 
wte&  <>£  t£e  tew  *?4*tffy  Aiffi  (fatten.    *76e 
dedicate*  wit  taAe  place  immedCatefy  {/ol- 
towHf  t&e  10:30  A'Tft.  dewlte  <m  Octde* 
W.m?.    n&enewctl6e*«0P2K 
VfOUSS  tfe  tome  day  fam  1:00  to  3:00 
P.HC 


NORTHERN  LIGHTS  ASSEMBLY 
Central  Christian  Church,  Huntington 
Sunday,  November  2,  1997 

Northern  Lights  Assembly  is  the  group 
of  Disciple  churches  that  provide  a  tie  for 
all  of  us  in  North-East  Indiana.  Churches 
included  in  the  area  are  from  Marion  East 
and  North  to  the  State  line.  This  meeting 
will  be  from  2:00  to  6:00  P.M.  and  in- 
clude music  from  our  choir  and  bells 
also  a  focus  on  many  local  and  national 


did 

YOU 
KNOW 


Did  you  know...,ihdX  congratulations  are 
due  to  area  marching  bands  on  their 
performance  in  district  competition? 
Both  Homestead  (Holly  Falbe  is  a 
member)  and  Snider  (Katie  Moll  is  a 
member)  earned  a  1  rating  which 
moves  them  on  to  the  ISSMA  Re 
gional  Competition  on  October  18th. 
Did  you  foi0H>....that  First  Christian 
hosted  Bishop  Luers'  Freshman  and 
Sophomore  Spiritual  Retreats  this 
Tuesday  through  Friday? 
Did  you  know...(Jf  you  have  any  tidbits 
for  our  new  article  entitled,  "Did  You 
Know"  call  the  church  office  by  Mon- 
days at  noon). 


mission  projects.  The  registration  will 
begin  at  2:00  P.M.  Please  come  and 
support  our  Choirs  and  renew  acquain- 
tances with  other  Disciple  churches. 


Attendance 

Budget  Needs 

Actual  Giving 

Sunday  School 

75 

September  28 

149 

$3,523.88 

$2,631.70 

Year-to-date 

173 

$13  7,431.32 

$125,063.61 
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CHURCH  CALENDAR 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  9 

8:00-2:30  p.m.  Bishop  Luers'  Sopho- 
more   Spiritual  Retreat 
3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
5:30  p.m.  Carillon  Rehearsal 

FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  10 
8:00-2:00  p.m.  Bishop  Luers'  Sopho 

more  Spiritual  Retreat 
SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  11 
8:00-12:00  n.  Yard  Clean-up  Day 
10:00  a.m.  Parenthetical  Players 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  12 
8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service, 
9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School 
10.45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
Finish  Yard  Clean-up 
1:00-4:00  p.m.  Crop  Walk 

MONDAY,  OCTOBER  13 
7:30  p.m.  Young  Adult  Group  at  Greg  & 

Jenny  Baitz 

TUESDAY  OCTOBER  14 
9:00  a.m.  Sewing  Circle 
6:30  p.m.  Administrative  Board 
7:30  p.m.  Board  of  Trustees  Meeting 
THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  16 
3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
5:30  p.m.  Carillon 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  18 
8:30-9:00  a.m.  Sherwood  to  Petit  Neigh- 
borhood Meeting . 
10:00  a.m.  Parenthetical  Players 
1 :00  p.m.  Chancel  Choir  Rehearsal 
5:30  p.nL  Harmony  Class  Get-together 


utotrp 


The  Youth  Group  is  planning  an  Abandoned 
Haunted  Church  to  be  held  in  con|unction  with 
the  Tailgate  Party  on  Oct.  26  at  the  church. 
This  will  be  an  effort  to  raise  money  for  a  work 
trip.  Donations  will  be  accepted.  Anyone  inter- 
ested in  helping  us  should  call  Lori  Crouter  at 
456-0079  or  Katie  Moll  at  4?2-7519. 


su 

1 

& 

! 

4. 
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October 


YOUTH  LOCK-IN 

OCTOBER  25-26 
7:00  P.M.  -  9:00  A.M. 
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SERVING  OCTOBER  12 
ELDERS 
8:15  a.m.  A.  Moll  &  J.  Church 
10:45  a.m.   B.  Franklin  &  D. 
Heimann 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.  M.  Bier,  C.  Davis,  D.  Keebortz, 
G.  Brown 

10:45  a.m.  C.  Falbe,  J.  Franklin,  L. 
Heimann,  M.  McDougle, 
O.  McDougle,  K.  Scott,  L.  Stover,  L. 
Vandergriff,  E.  Yeoman. 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
OCTOBER  12  &  19 

D.  Keebortz,  R.  Wise,  E.  Yeoman 

COFFEE  FELLOWSHIP 

None  this  week  due  to  Clean-up  Day 
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MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
OCTOBER  8-26 

Eileen  Klepfer(8),  Bill  Johnson(9), 
Kathy  Graham(10),  Mike  Chapin(lO), 
Doris  Koehlinger(l  1),  Pheung  Phon- 
soupha(l  1),  Anne  Scott(12),  Charles  W. 
Wrisk-93(13),Jim  Bramel(14),  Dick 
Ashton(15),  Edna  Vaught(15),  Herb 
Banet(17),  Ruth  Ogles(17),  Charlie  Byr- 
ket(18),Wilbur  Snook(21),  Leotha 
Jones(21),  Bill  Love(22),  Don 
Pomeroy(23),  Robin  Evans(25),  Tom 
Mathis(25),  Steven  Mullen(25) 
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Wl      TIME  TO  PR  A  Y  ! 


*Ojfl  hat  is  it  that  brings  you  to  the  Lord 
W  in  prayer?  Perhaps  your  most  fer- 
vent times  of  prayer  are  when  you 
are  concerned  for  the  health  of  a  mem- 
ber of  your  family  or  a  close  friend. 
When  you  are  faced  with  a  difficult, 
life-changing  decision  to  make 
Inc 


that  kind  of  depth  for  our  prayer  life 
now.  The  chapel  will  be  available  for 
prayer  during  office  hours,  8:00  a.m.  to 
4:30  p.m.,  Monday  through  Friday,  and 
in  the  evenings  when  there  are  other 
groups  in  the  church  building.  You 


id  you  don't  know  what  to  do, 
you  yearn  for  God  to  give  you 
direction.  First  Christian  Church 
is  facing  an  all  important,  spiri- 
tual, life-changing.decision  in 
our  search  for  a  new  senior  pas- 
tor. As  we  begin  a  new  century  and  a 
new  millennium,  the  choices  we  make 
in  regard  to  the  goals  and  vision  for  our 
congregation  are  crucial. 

The  prayer  vigils  that  have  been  held 
before  Easter  have  been  very  rewarding 
and  uplifting  and  it  is  felt  that  we  need 


Qodspeopfo  may  come  as  individuals  or  as  a 
zf^m^f    5mm  \  group.  There  will  be  a  list  of 


j  prayer  requests,  community 

in     j  concerns,  a  file  box  with  the 

fc_*        |  names  of  those  who  have  been 

j  visiting  on  Sunday  morning. 

I   The  early  church  prayed  in 


% 


"one  accord."  This  means  they  were  in 
agreement  in  prayer  and  in  spite  of  their 
differences,  they  were  focused  in  their 
praying.  Can  First  Christian  Church 
come  together  in  prayer  as  we  prepare 
for  the  future?  Our  future  may  depend 
on  it. 


interim  Minister:  Rev.  BiiiM,  Riggs 

interim  Associate  Minister:  Rev,  George  Bruckman 


4800  SL  CaihOZtm  $ 


.«*    UP/aunga    f 
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Last  Sunday  I  read  from 
II  Corinthians  as  we  prepare 
for  our  stewardship  emphasis 
in  the  weeks  ahead.  Paul  de- 
scribes, with  great  joy  and  ap- 
preciation, the  spirit  of  the 
Christians  in  Macedonia. 
They  were  poor,  but  when 
they  heard  of  the  needs  of  the 
Christians  in  the  mother 
church  at  Jerusalem,  they  "begged  and 
pleaded  for  the  privilege  of  having  a  part  in 
helping  God's  people  in  Judea." 

This  Sunday  I  will  be  preaching  on  the 
theme,  "a  Community  of  Trustees."  I  can 
think  of  no  more  powerful  image  of  what  it 
means  to  be  a  steward  than  this  phrase.  It 
defines  both  our  relationship  to  one  another 
(community)  and  our  responsibility  to  God 
(trustee.)  I  encourage  you  to  be  present  for 
the  worship  of  God.  Once  we  catch  a  vision 
of  what  Christ  has  called  the  church  to  be 
and  accept  our  responsibility  to  be  a  trustee 
of  God's  gifts,  surprising  things  happen  in 
the  life  and  mission  of  the  church. 

Be  a  part  of  the  excitement!  I  look  for- 
ward to  greeting  you  at  either  the  8: 1 5  or  the 
10:45  worship  service  this  Sunday! 

Shalom, 

Pastor  Bill 


#** 


Actually,  the  Greek  word 

for  tithe  means  25% 


Dr.  Sheldon  takes  advantage  of  his  congregation's 
lack  of  knowledge  of  the  Greek  language. 


on  the  road  TO  BETHLEHEM 


This  year's  Walk  to  Bethlehem  is  "off 
and  mrming!"  The  initial  meeting  for 
those  in  charge  was  recently  held  at  First 
Christian  Church  for  the  inspirational 
Christmastime  special  which  will  be  held 
Friday  and  Saturday  nights,  December 
1 2th  &  13th.  That's  just  two  months 
away. 

Every  member  of  the  church  can  play 
a  part  in  the  production  —  from  actors  to 
production  people  and  in-between. 

Contact  Diane  Mory  for  your  part! 

George  Cole 
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There  are  levels  of  GIVING  which  re- 
flect levels  of  living.  The  New  Testament 
reminds  us  that  God  loves  a  CHEER- 
FUL giver.  The  word  is  actually  the  one 
where  we  get  our  word  "hilarious". 
When  giving  is  done  with  that  kind  of 
JOY  then  it  does  reflect  a  certain  high 
type  of  living. 

Some  giving  is  in  response  to  NEED. 
Other  giving  is  in  support  of  a  CAUSE. 
These  show  a  disciple  tuned  into  the  work 
of  Christ  and  living  at  a  responsive  level. 
The  TOKEN  gift,  which  is  a  gift  that  has 
no  significant  percentage  in  relation  to  the 
abundance  possessed  by  that  person,  indi- 
cates a  level  of  living  that  does  not  take 
seriously  need,  cause  or  God. 

There  are  times  when  we  are  givers  if 
urged  to  do  so  or  if  a  crisis  is  proclaimed. 
Such  giving  is  done  out  of  "MA  YD  AY 
NOT  PAYDAY".  Paul  admonishes  a 
regular,  systematic  and  proportional  gift 
be  set  aside  each  Lord's  Day.  Again  lev- 
els of  living  with  God  are  reflected  in  that 
kind  of  giving.  These  include  in  their 
level  of  living  both  FAITH  AND  LOVE. 

Some  live  on  a  level  where  they 
THANKFULLY  ACKNOWLEDGE 
ABUNDANCE  and  give  out  of  that. 
Others  take  this  even  further  and  when 
there  is  no  great  material  abundance  give 
out  of  response  to  what  Christ  had  done 
even  to  the  level  of  SACRIFICE.  There 


GIVING  CONTINUED 

is  large  body  of  people  who  give  simply 
to  give  to  God.  This  for  them  is  an  act  of 
WORSHIP.  Perhaps  this  is  the  most  an- 
cient of  all  reasons  for  giving. 

Jesus  saw  it  as  doing  some  earthly 
good  while  investing  in  things  eternal.  In 
the  imagery  of  the  New  Testament  it  is 
not  a  debt  we  owe  but  a  seed  we  sew. 
Tending  the  garden  of  God  is  a  way  of 
living  that  includes  the  giving  act  of 
sewing.  I  write  these  things  that  we  each 
can  look  at  our  giving  and  the  level  of 
living  that  is  also  ours. 


The  Rachel  Group  will  resume  meet- 
ings on  the  third  Tuesday  morning,,  Oc- 
tober 21st  at  9:30  a.m.  in  the  Parlor. 
Study  of  the  women  of  the  Bible  will  be 
enhanced  by  the  new  CWF  Study  Book. 
All  interested  women  are  invited  to  at- 
tend this  special  planning  session. 
Questions  may  be  referred  to  Mildred 
Hutchinson  745-1944. 
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•  • 


^Sunday  f 
School* 


Why  I  COME  TO  Sunday  School 


There  are  many  reasons  why  I  have  been  in- 
volved in  Sunday  School  programs  for  the  [>ast 
25  years  as  an  adult,  not  to  mention  the  years 
as  a  child.  As  a  child  Sunday  School  was  a  place 
for  me  to  hear  the  stories  of  the  Bible  and  the 
promises  of  God,  absorbed  literally  without  ques- 
tion. As  I  grew  up  and  began  to  question  the 
possibility  of  some  of  those  stories  I  found  Sun- 
day School  classes  where  I  could  discuss  interpre- 
tation with  others.  Mow  I  find  that  I  want  to  bal- 
ance my  need  to  continue  studying  with  my  com- 
mitment to  passing  on  faith  to  the  children.  Our 
church  offers  so  many  opportunities  to  be  in- 
volved -  from  Sunday  School  classes  to  Bible 
School  to  Children  in  Worship  to  Small  Group 
Bible  studies.  There  is  always  something  avail- 
able to  everyone. 

Ann  Moll 


Central  Christian  Dedicates 
Family  Life  Center 
This  Sunday 

@entMtl  (tyuatian  @Amc6  at  *%unti*qton 
&a&  invited  <u  to  attend  tAefo  dedication  4en- 
uice&  o£  tie  net*  0?4*Hittf  Atfe  (fatten,    *76e 
dedication  wiH  take  fdaee  imptedCatety  $U- 
twaty  t6e  10:30 rf.TK.  towiee  on  Octoieft 
19.  1997.    lAene  mitt  6e  an  OPSH 
*%0USS  t6e  toune  day  fam  1:00  to  3:00 


NORTHERN  LIGHTS  ASSEMBLY 
Central  Christian  Church,  Huntington 

Sunday,  November  2,  1997 


Northern  Lights  Assembly  is  the  group 
of  Disciple  churches  that  provide  a  tie  for 
all  of  us  in  North-East  Indiana.  Churches 
included  in  the  area  are  from  Marion  East 
and  North  to  the  State  line.  This  meeting 
will  be  from  2:00  to  6:00  P.M.  and  in- 
clude music  from  our  choir  and  bells 
also  a  focus  on  many  local  and  national 
mission  projects.  The  registration  will 
begin  at  2:00  P.M.  Please  come  and  sup- 
port our  Choirs  and  renew  acquaintances 
with  other  Disciple  churches. 
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We  Need 


helPjnGt 


FOR  THE 


HANDS 


We  are  suggesting  that  each  of  us  con- 
sider food  donations  to  our  food  bank.  We 
are  supplied  by  the  "Community  Food 
Bank"  however,  there  have  been  many 
times  we  find  our  stock  is  depleted.  Espe- 
cially required  are  staples  that  include  a) 
macaroni  &  cheese,  b)  spaghetti,  c)  meat 
sauce,  d)  instant  mashed  potatoes,  e)  peanut 
butter,  f)  canned  fruit. 

Each  Sunday  you  may  wish  to  provide 
your  "ticket"  to  church  by  placing  your  gift 
in  the  box  at  the  entry  doors. 


Many  people  quench  the  Spirit 
by  being  down  in  the  mouth 
rather  than  rejoicing,  by  planning 
rather  than  praying,  by  murmur- 
ing rather  than  giving  thanks, 
and  by  worrying  instead  of  trust- 
ing in  him  who  is  faithful. 

Cameron  Townsend,  founder  WydifFe 

Bible  Translators 

©Leadership.  Used  by  permission 


Several  of  the  people  on  our 
concerns  list  are  now  on  our  joy  list  as 
their  health  improves. 

Thanks  to  Mike  McFarland  and 
all  the  men  who  helped  clean  up  and 
spruce  up  our  church  this  past 
weekend. 

Continue  to  lift  Bev  Hendricks  in 
your  prayers. 

Sarah  Smith  has  relocated  to 
make  her  more  comfortable.  Her  new 
room  is  C356. 


Cherishing  memories  of  a  life  well 
lived  and  confident  of  an  eternal  tri- 
umph achieved,  we  nevertheless  sor- 
row at  the  death  of  Margaret  Parks  in 
Clearwater,  Florida  on  October  12, 
1997  and  offer  our  sympathy  and 
prayers  to  her  daughter,  Carole  Davis 
and  her  granddaughter,  Brenda  Proe- 
gler. 
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CHURCH  CALENDAR 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  16 

3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
5:30  p.m.  Carillon  Rehearsal 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  18 
8:30-9:00  a.m.  Sherwood  to  Petit  Neigh 

borhood  Meeting 
10:00  a.m.  Parenthetical  Players 
1 :00  p.m.  Choir  Rehearsal 
5:30  p.m.  Harmony  Class  Get-together  at 

Ralph  &  Judy  Church's 
SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  19 
8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service, 
9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School 
10.45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
Coffee  Fellowship 
5:00-7:00  p.m.  Youth  Group 

MONDAY,  OCTOBER  20 
7:00  p.m.  Christian  Ed  Meeting 
7:30  p.m.  Young  Adult  Group  at  Greg  & 

Jenny  Baitz 

TUESDAY  OCTOBER  21 
8:00-2:30  p.m.-  Bishop  Luers'  Junior 

Spiritual  Retreat 
9:30  a.m.  Rachel  Group  (in  Library) 
6:00  p.m.  Parents  Adventure  Club 

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  22 
8:00-2:30  p.m.  Bishop  Luers'  Junior 
Spiritual  Retreat 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  23 
3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
5:30  p.m.  Carillon 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  25 
10:00  a.m.  Parenthetical  Players 


YOUTH  LOCK-IN 
OCTOBER  25-26 

7:00  P.M.  -  9:00 


Tailgate  Party 


For  a  great  time  of  fun  and  food  and  fellow- 
ship we'll  be  gathering  in  the  fellowship  hall  for 
sloppy  joes,  hot  dogs,  chips,  cupcakes,  and  cider 
(hot  &  cold).  A  free-will  offering  will  be  taken. 
There  will  be  an  "Abndoned  Haunte  d  Church' 
for  the  children  coordinated  by  our  youth. 

At  6:00  p.m.  on  the  parking  lot,  adults 
will  open  their  trunks  and  sit  out  there  handing 
out  trick-ONtreats  to  our  children  as  they  go  in 
costume  from  car  to  car.  (Be  prepared  with 
treats  for  75-100  children.) 

Kids:  Come  in  costume. 

Adults:  Prizes  for  best  costume 

and  best  decorated  trunk. 
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Abandoned  Haunted  Church 


Planned  by  the  Youth 
Group  and  held  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Tailgate  Party 
on  Oct.  26  at  the  church. 
This  will  be  an  effort  to 
raise  money  for  a  work  tri[>. 
Donations  will  be  accepted. 
Anyone  interested  in  help- 
ing us  should  call  Lori 
Crouter  at  456-0079  or 
Katie  Moll  at  4^2-7519. 


DID 

YOU 

KNOW 


m 


Did  you  know...  Charles  Wrisk  cele- 
brated his  93rd  birthday  on  this  Mon- 
day, October  13th? 

Did  you  know...SsLra  Smith's  moved  to 
room  C356  at  The  Lutheran  Home? 


1     — 155!5!li3l3»37?v 

Did  you  know...  Glenn  and  Lola  Miller 

Jo  ^.JluCjodi  reopb 

lA/ho  are  in  ufnion  witii  Christ  speSuS 

rr/au  Cod  our  Jather  giue  uou  f^eace  and  Ljrace 

iSe  good  enough  to  join  with  us 

on  Sunday,  October  19,   1997 

in  celebrating  ike  call  ana  installation  or 

Jjiane  and  ^erru  2—ehr 

as  pastors  of  our  congregation, 

Jhe  Florence  Christian  Church 

300  Wain  Street 

Florence,  J\entuchu 

lA/orship  and  installation  10:43  a.m. 
/deception  and  social  gathering  4-7  p.m. 

are  now  in  room  203  at  the  Towne- 

house  Health  Center  ? 
(If  you  have  any  tidbits  for  our  new  arti- 
cle entitled,  "Did  You  Know"  call  the 
church  office  by  Mondays  at  noon). 

"HE  SAYS  IT  ENCOURAGES  PEOPLE  TO  APD  A 
1$  PERCENT  GRATUITY  TO  THEIR  OFFERINGS." 

Attendance      Bud 

Sunday  School             73 

October  5                    161                      % 

Year-to-date               172                    $1< 

get  Needs        Actual  Giving 

3,523.88                  $4,749.03 
40,955.20             $129,812.64 

PAGE  EIGHT 


TIDINGS 


OCTOBER  15,  1997 


SERVING  OCTOBER  19 
ELDERS 
8:15  a.m.   K.  Ohneck  &  K.  Cron 
10:45  a.m.  C,  McGrew  &  B.  Widmer 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.  M.  Grouse,  M.  Mullen,  J.  Ott, 
D.  Schurcht 

10:45  a.m.  G.  Baitz,  D.  Bohlen,  J. 
Bohlen,  L.  Heiman,  G.  Cole, 
C.Deck,  L.  McFarland,  R.  Wise 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
OCTOBER  19 

D.  Keebortz,  R.  Wise,  E.  Yeoman 

COFFEE  FELLOWSHIP 

Bill  &  Joan  Franklin 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
OCTOBER  15-31 

Dick  Ashton(15),  Edna  Vaught(15), 
Herb  Banet(l  7),  Ruth  Ogles(l  7),  Charlie 
Byrket(  18), Wilbur  Snook(21),  Leotha 
Jones(21),  Bill  Love(22),  Don 
Pomeroy(23),  Robin  Evans(25),  Tom 
Mathis(25),  Steven  Mullen(25),  Charles 
Murray(28),  Katie  Moll(29),  Deborah 
Rinker(29),  Jeffrey  Grier(30),  Gary 
FaIbe(31),JimShirley(31) 
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THE  RACE  IS  ON  AMD  WE'RE  OFF  AMD  RUNNING 
FOR  THE  FIRST  LAP  OF  THE  FIRST  CHRISTIAN  500 


Sometime  soon  a  gas  can  will  make 
it's  way  to  your  doorstep  for  our  annual 
fall  stewardship  campaign. 

All  you  have  to  do  is  indicate  on  the 
card  enclosed  what  you  will  be  pledging 
for  God's  work  at  First  Christian 
Church  for  1998. 

Then,  we  are  asking  that  you  deliver 
the  can  to  the  next  family  or  person  on 
your  list.  Maybe  you'll  meet  a  new 
friend! 

When  the  can  is  delivered,  give  your 
driver  (team  leader)  a  call  so  he/she  will 
know  just  where  the  can  is. 

We  are  hoping  to  wave  the  checkered 
flags  on  this  campaign  by  Sunday, 
November  16  so  let's  keep  the       *&    *. 
cans  moving!  ^pftufifcy 

A 


interim  minister:  Rev,  BillM.  Riggs 

interim  Associate  Minister;  Rev,  George  Bruekma 

4800  $.  Cffloun  Street         Ft  wayne.  IN  -?-:-  r  - 
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We  Need 

HELpJN&  m 


HANDS 


FOR  THE  I 


We  are  suggesting  that  each  of  us  con- 
sider food  donations  to  our  food  bank.  We 
are  supplied  by  the  "Community  Food 
Bank"  however,  there  have  been  many  times 
we  find  our  stock  is  depleted.  Especially 
required  are  staples  that  include  a)  macaroni 
&  cheese,  b)  spaghetti,  c)  meat  sauce,  d)  in- 
stant mashed  potatoes,  e)  peanut  butter,  f) 
canned  fruit. 

Each  Sunday  you  may  wish  to  provide 
your  'ticket"  to  church  by  placing  your  gift 
in  the  box  at  the  entry  doors. 


We  were  delighed  to  receive  Ed 
and  Sue  Allen  back  into  the  family 
of  First  Christian  Church.  They 
transferred  their  membership 
from  Hillside  Christian  Church  in 
Wichita,  Kansas.  They  were  mem- 
bers here  for  many  years  before 
moving  to  Wichita.  Welcome 
home,  Ed  and  Sue! 


Kathlyn  Banet  had  surgery  last 
week.  She  is  in  Lutheran  Hospital 
room  204.  She  is  doing  much  better 
and  would  welcome  company  as  well 
as  cards.. 

Continue  to  lift  Rev  Hendricks  in 
your  prayers. 

Eileen  Klepfer  had  outpatient 
surgery  Wednesday,  Oct.  22. 
Remember  her  as  she  recouperates  at 
home. 

Five-year-old  Cloe  Cook  will 
have  surgery  Thursday,  October  23  at 
Riley  Hospital.  She  would  love  to 
receive  cards.  Her  address  is: 

Riley  Hospital 

702  Barnhill  Dr. 

Box  #1739 

Indianapolis,  IN  46202 


DATES 

FOR  THE 

NOVEMBER 

CALENDAR 

ARE  DUE  A.S.A.R! 
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WEST  CREIGHTON 
ANNUAL  BAZAAR 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  1 
9:30  A.M.-6:30  P.M. 

SNACK  BAR:  10:00  A.M.-1 :30  P.M. 
Homemade  Vegetable  Beef  Soup 
or  Chili,  Cake,  Cider  or  Coffee 

DINNER  HOURS:  4:00  P.M.-6:00  P.M. 
DINNERS:  Beef  &  Noodles  or 
Ham  Loaf,  Mashed  Potatoes  & 
Gravy,  Vegetable,  Delicious  Salad 
Bar,  Homemade  Pie,  Rolls,  Coffee 
or  Milk 

TICKETS:  Adults:  $5:00 

Children  under  12:  $2.50 

BAZAAR:  Beautiful  Christmas  items, 
Candy,  Carmel  Corn,  Noodles,  Baked 
Goods,  Mince  Meat,  Apple  Butter, 
This  and  That  table  and  more 
845  West  Creighton  Avenue 
(corner  of  Miner  &  West  Creighton) 

Supervised  Parking  on  Miner  Street  Lot 


f 


Prime  Time  Center 

is  adjacent  to  South  Side  High  School 

at  the  corner  of 

Calhoun  Street  and  Oakdale  Drive. 

Refreshments  will  be  served! 

for  more  information,  call  484-4551 
This  Community  Center  is  here  to  serve 


^ 


you! 


^dsL 


NORTHERN  LIGHTS  ASSEMBLY 
Central  Christian  Church,  Huntington 

Sunday,  November  2,  1997 


Northern  Lights  Assembly  is  the  group 
of  Disciple  churches  that  provide  a  tie  for 
all  of  us  in  North-East  Indiana.  Churches 
included  in  the  area  are  from  Marion  East 
and  North  to  the  State  line.  This  meeting 
will  be  from  2:00  to  6:00  P.M.  and  in- 
clude music  from  our  choir  and  bells 
also  a  focus  on  many  local  and  national 
mission  projects.  The  registration  will  be- 
gin at  2:00  P.M.  Please  come  and  support 
our  Choirs  and  renew  acquaintances  with 
other  Disciple  churches. 


f. 


The  Fort  Wayne  Area  Youth  for  Christ 
would  like  to  cordially  invite  you  to  the 

Prime  Time  Center 
Open  House 

Tuesday,  October  28, 1997 

4:00  PM  -  7:00  PM 
3701  South  Calhoun  Street 

Program  begins  at  5:00  PM 

Come  Join  the  Celebration! 


^ 


jsi 
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MARK  YOUR 
CALENDARS 


THIS  WEEK 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  23 

3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
5:30  p.m.  Carillon  Rehearsal 
7:00  p.m.  Finance  Meeting 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  25 
10:00  a.m.  Parenthetical  Players 
6:00  p.m.-I2:00  a.m.  Youth  set  up  for 
Haunted  Church 
SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  26 
8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service, 
9.30  a.m.  Sunday  School 
10.45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
Coffee  Fellowship 

4-  5:00-7:00  p.m.  Supper,  Tailgate  Party 
and  Abandoned  Haunted  Church 
MONDAY,  OCTOBER  27 
7:30  p.m.  Young  Adult  Group  at  Greg  & 
Jenny  Baitz 
WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  29 
6:00  p.m.  New  Parent  Class  (Parlor) 
THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  30 
3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
5:30  p.m.  Carillon 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  1 
10:00  a.m.  Parenthetical  Players 


DMA 

NOON,  NOVEMBER  4TH 


mmmtmmm: 


VET     E     R     A     N     S 

w*ww 

This  is  Veteran's  Month,  a  perfect 
time  for  a  "carry  in"  lunch  in  honor  of  all 
our  veterans  from  the  Civil  War  through 
Desert  Storm.  So  all  you  DMA  vets, 
wear  your  uniform  (just  kidding),  bring  a 
picture  (if  available),  and  a  44war  story" 
or  two. 


ON  THE  ROAD  TO  BETHLE 


This  year's  Walk  to  Bethlehem  will 
be  held  Friday  and  Saturday  nights, 
December  12th  &  13th.  That's  just 
two  months  away! 

Every  member  of  the  church  can  play 
a  part  in  the  production  —  from  actors  to 
production  people  and  in-between. 

Contact  Diane  Mory  for  your  part! 


PRAYER  SEMINAR 

HERE! 

FEBRUARY  1,  1998 

Afternoon 

Rev.  Maribeth  Blackman 

(DHM  staff) 

????  call  Kris  Obneek  (461-2882) 
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Who  Do  You  Cal'P 

You  may  have  questions  regarding 
some  of  our  activities  or  you  maT  want  to 
suggest  or  volunteer  to  provide  xssistance 
for  an  activity  that  is  about  to  lappen.  At 
those  times  you  may  call  the  allowing 
chairpeople  for  additional  information. 


Search  Committee 

Christian  Education 

Evangelism 

Finance 

Lay  Leadership 

Fellowship 

Outreach  &  Service 

Personnel 

Property 

Stewardship 

Worship 

Deaconate 

Elders 

Youth 


Bill  franklin 
Judy  Church 
Ron  Wise 
Jim  Bushy 
Rosemary  Krull 
Laura  McFarland 
Donna  Heimann 
Kathy  Cron 
Mike  McFarland 
George  Bruckman 
Judy  Mey 
Eve  Gorman 
Eunice  Conrad 
Larry  Brey 


DID 

YOU 

KNOW 


Did  you  /r/t0H>...Homestead,s  Marching 
Band  will  be  competing  in  the  RCA 
Dome  Saturday,  October  25  for  State 
Championship?  Congratulations  to 
Homestead  and  to  Snider  for  a  great 
year! 
Did  you  know... there  are  NO  dishtowels 

in  the  kitchen? 
Did  you  know.,  .that  Art  and  Marge 
Thomas  have  "flown  south  for  the  win- 
ter"? Their  present  address  is: 
2405  Studio  Blvd. 
Ruskin,FL  33570 

(If  you  have  any  tidbits  for  our  new  arti- 
cle entitled,  "Did  You  Know"  call  the 
church  office  by  Mondays  at  noon). 


Sunday  School 
October  12 
Year-to-date 


Attendance 

66 
146 

172 


Budget  Needs        Actual  Giving 


$3,523.88 
$144,479.08 


$2,557.00 
$132,369.64 
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SERVING  OCTOBER  26 
ELDERS 
8:15  a.m.   B.  Bier  &  J.  Ohneck 
10:45  a.m.  G.  Klepfer  &  J.  Mey 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.   J.  Arnold,  M.  Bier, 
C.  Davis,  D.  Keebortz,  T.  Knuckles 
10:45  a.m.  S.  Brey,  L.  Brey, 
M.  Deck,  L.  Deck,  E.  Gorman, 
H.  Mathis,  E.  Riecke,  L.  Whitworth, 
W.  Whitworth 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
OCTOBER  26  &  NOVEMBER  2 

M.  Bier,  J.  Franklin,  L.  Heimann 

HOMEBOUND  COMMUNION 

J.  Mey  &  C.  Falbe,  A.  Moll  &  M.  Mc- 
Dougle,  G.  Bruckman  &  O.  McDougle, 
S.  Hayes  &  D.  Bohlen 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
OCTOBER  15-NOVEMBER  8 

Don  Pomeroy(23),  Robin  Evans(25), 
Tom  Mathis(25),  Steven  Mullen(25), 
Charles  Murray(28),  Katie  Moll(29), 
Deborah  Rinker(29),  Jeffrey  Grier(30), 
Gary  Falbe(31),  Jim  Shirley(31),  Coleen 
WilcoxsonO  1/1),  Sharon  Eme(l  1/1), 
Judy  Church(l  1/2),  Jane  Walsh(l  1/4), 
Ruth  Stone(l  1/4),  Martha  Christy(l  1/5), 
John  Phillips(l  1/5),  Curt  Miller(l  1/5), 
Anthony  York(l  1/5),  James 
Evans(l  1/7),  Anna  Lyons(l  1/7) 


COFFEE  FELLOWSHIP 

Ralph  &  Judy  Church 


Published  weekly  by 

First  Christian  Church 
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NORTHERN  LIGHTS  ASSEMBLY 

A  "CELEBRATION  OF  GOD'S  GIFTS  OF  MINISTRY" 


(^  ome  and  support  our  Choirs  and  re- 
new acquaintances  with  other  Disci- 
ple churches  next  Sunday  at  the  Northern 
Lights  Assembly.  This  group  of  Disciple 
churches  provides  a  tie  for  all  of  us  in 
North-East  Indiana.  Churches  included  in 
the  area  are  from  Marion  East  and  North 
to  the  State  line.  The  meeting  will  be 
from  2:00  to  6:00  P.M.  and  include  MU- 
SIC FROM  OUR  CHOIR  AND 
BELLS.  It  will  also  focus  on  many  local 
and  national  mission  projects. 
SCHEDULE 

2-2:30  PM  -  Registration  &  Fellowship 

at  entrance  to  Family  Life  Center 


2:30-4  PM  -  Gifts  of  Ministry  Presentation 

by  area  congregations  (Displays  of 
Mission  Projects  and  Trips,  Habi- 
tat for  Humanity,  Quilts,  Outreach 
Banners,  Books  for  Sale,...) 
-  Also  (on  stage)  Puppet  Show, 
Clown  Ministries,  Skits,  Drama, 
Storytellers,  Musical  numbers... 

4-5PM  -  Short  Business  Meeting  & 

Worship  will  consist  of  special 
music  by  Choirs,  Bell  Choirs  & 
the  Orchestra,  a  short  meditation 
on  the  theme,  and  Communion. 

5: 10-6PM  -  Dinner(free  will  offering)  and 
Closing  Remarks 


This  Sunday  at 

Centr^Chnstian  Church,  Huntington 


interim  Minister:  mw,  MffM,  ffiggs 

ffit@r$m M$smime  *~^'-?.w;  Rev.  George Btvdonan 


mcc  r. 


SS2£%3&Hdlk 


rt  wmme.  in  ^-e. 


jm> 
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,  My  appreciation  for  the 
spirit  and  commitment  of 
members  of  First  Christain 
Church  continues  to  grow.  I 
have  always  felt  that  the 
faith  which  we  celebrate 
through  worship  on  Sunday 
needs  to  be  translated  into 
service  to  our  Lord  in  the 
day  to  day  activities  of  our 
life.  Many  of  our  members 
are  involved  with  people  who  have  special 
needs.  They  take  seriously  our  Lord's  in- 
vitation to  feed  the  hungry,  clothe  the 
needy,  visit  those  who  are  sick  and  in 
prison,  etc.,  knowing  that  as  they  serve  the 
least  of  these  in  our  society  they  are  serv- 
ing their  Lord  as  well. 

For  the  past  three  Sundays  I  have  fo- 
cused my  preaching  on  stewardship 
themes.  We  are  now  at  the  point  where 
each  of  us  will  make  our  decision  about 
our  financial  support  to  Christ's  mission  as 
it  is  lived  out  through  our  church.  1  have 
suggested,  in  a  variety  of  ways,  that  ulti- 
mately our  stewardship  response  is  not  so 
much  a  matter  of  finance  as  it  is  of  faith.  I 
hope  you  will  measure  your  ability  to  give, 
based  on  God's  gifts  to  you  and  will  re- 
spond accordingly  as  you  make  your  com- 
mitment to  God. 


This  Sunday  I  will  be  preaching  on  the 
theme  "Celebrate  the  Promise."  Read 
Matthew  18:15-20  as  you  prepare  for  wor- 
ship. We  will  consider  the  promise  Jesus 
made  when  he  said  4twhere  two  or  three 
are  gathered  in  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the 
midst  of  them."  We  will  claim  and  cele- 
brate this  promise  as  we  explore  the  perils 
of  isolation  and  the  promise  of  commu- 
nity. 

I  look  forward  to  greeting  you  in  wor- 
ship this  Sunday! 

Shalom, 


Pastor  Bill 


EMOR1AL 

SERVICE 


There  will  be  a  Memorial  Service  in 
the  Sanctuary  this  Saturday  for  William 
Hartzler  who  went  to  be  with  the  Lord 
early  last  week   William  and  his  wife 
Mary  Lou  (former  FCC  member)  have 
lived  in  Venice,  Florida  for  the  past  ten 
years  but  still  have  many  friends  and  rel- 
atives in  our  area. 

The  Service  will  begin  at  11:00  AM 
with  Pastor  Bill  Riggs  leading  in  worship. 
A  luncheon  will  be  served  following. 
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WHY  FIRST  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH 
MEEDS  A  PRAYER  CENTER 


7erry  Teykl,  in  his  book 
"Making  Room  to  Pray"  gives 
10  reasons  why  your  church 
needs  a  prayer  center.  They  are 
as  follows: 

1.  A  prayer  center  makes  it 
possible  to  schedule  prayer  in  a 
systematic  manner, 

2.  A  prayer  center  provides  a 
place  to  promote  agreement  in 
prayer. 

3.  A  prayer  center  is  a  great 
place  to  register  the  deeds  of  God 
in  the  life  of  the  church. 

4.  Prayer  centers  promote 
ownership  of  the  church  vision  to 
win  the  city  to  Christ 

5.  Prayer  centers  give  an  ad- 
vantage to  evangelism  by  the  im- 
age they  cast  in  the  community. 

6.  Prayer  rooms  provide  a 
place  for  people  to  practice 
prayer. 

7.  Making  room  to  pray  can 
have  an  inclusive  impact  on  your 
church. 

8.  A  prayer  room  is  a  place 


where  people  can  be  quiet  and 
hear  the  voice  of  God. 

9.  A  prayer  center  provides  a 
place  for  prolonged  periods  of 
prayer. 

10.  Having  a  room  with  an 
alter  or  kneeling  rail  provides  a 
place  where  people  can  come  or 
be  taken  to  make  a  commitment 
to  Jesus  Christ. 

What  reasons  do  you  think  ap- 
ply for  First  Christian  Church? 
While  thinking  about  a  prayer 
center,  let's  pray  for  Sue  Brey, 
Eunice  Conrad,  Marlene  Crouse, 
Rick  Evans,  Bill  Franklin,  Eve  Gor- 
man, Dick  Mey,  Katy  Moll  and 
Jack  Weicker.  They  comprise  our 
Search  Committee  for  a  new  se- 
nior pastor. 
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Who  Do  You  Calif* 

You  may  have  questions  regarding 
some  of  our  activities  or  you  may  want  to 
suggest  or  volunteer  to  provide  assistance 
for  an  activity  that  is  about  to  happen.  At 
those  times  you  may  call  the  following 
chairpeople  for  additional  information. 


Search  Committee 

Bill  Franklin 

Christian  Education 

Judy  Church 

Evangelism 

Ron  Wise 

Finance 

Jim  Bushy 

Lay  Leadership 

Rosemary  Krull 

Fellowship 

Laura  McFarland 

Caren  Wise 

Outreach  &  Service 

Donna  Heimann 

Personnel 

Kathy  Cron 

Property 

Mike  McFarland 

Stewardship 

George  Bruckman 

Worship 

Judy  Mey 

Deaconate 

Eve  Gorman 

Elders 

Eunice  Conrad 

Youth 

Larry  Brey 

HARVEST  DINNER 

NOVEMBER  23 

Mark  your  calendars  and 
plan  to  attend  our  Harvest 
Dinner  Sunday,  November 
23.  Arraignments  will  be  similar  to  last 
year.  Fellowship  Committee  will  pro- 
vide the  rolls,  drinks  and  table  service. 
Those  whose  names  begin  with  A-M 
are  invited  to  bring  a  main  dish. 
Those  whose  names  begin  with  letters 
N-Z  can  bring  vegetable,  salad  or 
dessert  What  a  good  time  to  celebrate 
our  bountiful  blessings  with  our  church 
family! 

AWARDS  POR       I 
TRICK  OR  TREAT  PARTY 

The  talent  of  our  church  family  was  apparent 
at  the  Trick  or  Treat  PartyfTailgate  Party  before 
the  yuclcy  weafhef  arrived)  Sunday  night. 
Those  who  drew  especial  attention  for  ffieir  cre- 
ativity received  awards.  Be  sure  to  commend 
tfiese  people  when  you  see  them! 

MOST  ORIGINAL  FEMALE  -  Teresa  Hatten 
MOST  ORIGINAL  COUPLE  -  The  Prechtls 
GOOFIEST  PEMALE -Sally  Rudy 
BEST  PEMALE  REPRESENTING 
A  CARTOON  CHARACTER  -  Eunice  Conrad 

"Cat  in  the  Hat" 
MOST  ORIGINAL  PEW  -  The  Prechtls 
SCARIEST  PEW  -  Dick  Mey 
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DMA 

NOON,  NOVEMBER  4TH 


VET  J    R    A    N     S 

This  is  Veteran's  Month,  a  perfect  time  for 
a  "cany  in"  lunch  in  honor  of  all  our  veter- 
ans from  the  Civil  War  through  Desert 
Storm.  So  all  you  DMA  vets,  wear  your 
uniform  (just  kidding),  bring  a  picture  (if 
available),  and  a  "war  story"  or  two. 


We  are  suggesting  that  each  of  us  con- 
sider food  donations  to  our  food  bank.  We 
are  supplied  by  the  "Community  Food 
Bank"  however,  there  have  been  many 
times  we  find  our  stock  is  depleted.  Espe- 
cially required  right  now  are:  powdered 
milk,  canned  fruit,  laundry  soap,  noodles, 
instant  potatoes,  peanut  butter,cereal, 
and  canned  vegetables. 

Each  Sunday  you  may  wish  to  provide 
your  "ticket"  to  church  by  placing  your  gift 
in  the  box  at  the  entrv  doors. 


Continue  to  lift  Bev  Hendricks, 
Kathlyn  Banet  and  Eileen  Klepfer  in 

your  prayers. 

Five-year-old  Cloe  Cook  is 
still  in  Riley  Hospital  following  her 
surgery  last  week.  Keep  her  in  your 
prayers  and  keep  sending  those  cards. 
Her  address  is: 

Riley  Hospital,  702  Barnhill  Dr. 
Box  #  1739,  Indianapolis,  IN 
46202 

Eric  Morey  is  still  in  the  hospital 
recovering  from  a  bullet  wound. 
Please  pray  for  him.  The  pain  has 
been  great.  He  is  in  room  486  of  St. 
Joseph  Hospital. 

Orda  Glentzer  had  surgery 
Tuesday,  Oct.  28.  She  is  probably 
home  now  recovering. 

Beulah  Timmons  has  moved. 
Pray  that  she  may  make  the  adjustment 
easily.  (See  Did  You  Know) 
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MARK  YOUR 
CALENDARS 


THIS  WEEK 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  30 

3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
5:30  p.m.  Carillon  Rehearsal 
7:00  p.m.  Finance  Meeting 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  1 
10:00  a.m.  Parenthetical  Players 
11:00-2:00  p.m.  Hartzlcr  Memorial 

Service,  Luncheon  following 
3:00-4:30  p.m.  Amy  Vachon  -  piano 

recital(Sanctuary  &  Fellowship 

Hall) 

SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  2 
8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service, 
9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School 
10.45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
Coffee  Fellowship 
2:00-6:00  p.m.  Northern  Lights 

Assembly 
MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  3 
1:00  p.m.  CWU  rehearsal  (Sanctuary) 
7:30  p.m.  Young  Adult  Group 

TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  4 
12:00  N.  DMA 

6:00  p.m.  Parents  Adventure  Club 
7:00  p.m.  Elders 

THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  6 
3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
5:30  p.m.  Carillon 


FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  7 
World  Community  Day 
10:00-3:00  p.m.  Church  Women 
United 

(Sanctuary  &  Fellowship  Hall) 

11  a.m.  Bible  Study 

12  ri  Lunch 

1  p.m.  Program 
SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  8 


WEST  CREIGHTON 
ANNUAL  BAZAAR 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  1 
9:30  A.M.-6:30  P.M. 

SNACK  BAR:  10:00  A.M.-1 :30  P.M. 
Homemade  Vegetable  Beef  Soup 
or  Chili,  Cake,  Cider  or  Coffee 

DINNER  HOURS:  4:00  P.M.-6:00P.M. 
DINNERS:  Beef  &  Noodles  or 
Ham  Loaf,  Mashed  Potatoes  & 
Gravy,  Vegetable,  Delicious  Salad 
Bar,  Homemade  Pie,  Rolls,  Coffee 
or  Milk 

TICKETS:  Adults:  $5:00 

Children  under  12:  $2.50 

BAZAAR:  Beautiful  Christmas  items, 
Candy,  Carmel  Com,  Noodles,  Baked 
Goods,  Mince  Meat,  Apple  Butter, 
This  and  That  table  and  more 
845  West  Creighton  Avenue 
(corner  of  Miner  &  West  Creighton) 

Supervised  Parking  on  Miner  Street  Lot 
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ON  THE  ROAD  10  BE 


Our  "  Walk  to  Behlehem"  is  only  six 
weeks  away! 

We  invite  all  members  of  First  Chris- 
tian to  join  us  in  our  "Gift  to  the  Commu- 
nity."  There  are  many  ways  you  can 
help.  A  lot  of  acting  roles  still  need  to  be 
filled  and  many  tasks  to  be  completed  to 
ensure  this  year's  "Walk"  will  be  a  suc- 
cess. Contact  Diane  Mory  and  sign  up  for 
your  place  in  this  Christmas  undertaking. 

The  "Walk  to  Bethlehem"  will  take 
place  on  Friday  and  Saturday  nights, 
December  12th  and  13th  around  the 
church.  Invite  your  friends  and  acquain- 
tances to  come  and  partake,  as  we  high- 
light our  faith  and  beliefs  through  our  live 
Christmas  pageant. 


PRAYER  SEMINAR 

HERE! 

FEBRUARY  1, 1998 

Afternoon 

Rev.  Maribeth  Blackman 

(DHM  staff) 

????  call  Kris  Ohneck  (461-2882) 


DID 

YDU 

KNOW 


Did  you  know... that  Jack  Weicker  will 
be  among  those  honored  by  the  south 
side  High  School  Alumni  Association 
this  Saturday  at  the  school  auditorium  at 
7:30  P.M. 

Did  you  know... that  Beulah  Timmons 
has  moved?  She  now  resides  at  Room 
417  Grace  Village  Retirement  Commu- 
nity in  Winona  Lake,  Her  address  is: 
Grace  Village  Retirement  Community, 
Box  337,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 
Did  you  know...ihat  Caren  Wise  is  also 
on  the  Fellowship  Committee? 
Did  you  know...that  Ed  &  Sue  Allen  do- 
nated a  new  coffepot  to  the  church  so  we 
can  serve  both  regular  and  decaffinated? 
Thanks  Ed  &  Sue! 

(If  you  have  any  tidbits  for  our  new  arti- 
cle entitled,  "Did  You  Know"  call  the 
church  office  by  Mondays  at  noon). 


Attendance 

Budget  Needs 

Actual  Giving 

Sunday  School 

84 

October  19 

177 

$3,523.88 

$2,362.82 

Year-to-date 

172 

$148,003.00 

$134,732.46 
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SERVING  NOVEMBER  2 
ELDERS 
3:15  a.m.   J.  Church  &  G.  Bruckman 
10:45  a.m.  J.  McGrew  &  S.  Hayes 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.  M.  Crouse,  M.  Mullen, 
J.  Ott,  D.  Schuricht 
10:45  a.m.   C.  Falbe,  J.  Franklin,  L. 
Heimann,  M.  McDougle,  O.  Mc- 
Dougle,  K.  Scott,  L.  Stover,  L.  Van- 
dergriff,  E.  Yeoman 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
NOVEMBER  2 

M.  Bier,  J.  Franklin,  L.  Heimann 


COFFEE  FELLOWSHIP 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
OCTOBER  30-NOVEMBER  14 

Jeffrey  Grier(30),  Gary  Falbe(31),  Jim 
Shirley(31),  Coleen  Wilcoxson(l  1/1), 
Sharon  Eme(l  1/1),  Judy  Church(l  1/2), 
Jane  Walsh(l  1/4),  Ruth  Stone(l  1/4), 
Martha  Christy(l  1/5),  John 
Phiilips(l  1/5),  Curt  Miiler(l  1/5), 
Michelle  Stam(l  1/5),  Anthony 
York(l  1/5),  Trevor  CoIlins(l  1/7),  James 
Evans(l  1/7),  Anna  Lyons(l  1/7),  Naomi 
Prechtl(l  1/7),  Brent  Jackson  (1 1/7), 
Lucas  Vachon(l  1/10),  Marilyn  Mc- 
Dougle(l  1/1 1),  Linda  Breeden(l  1/13), 
Jewel  Byrket(  11/14),  James  Hud- 
low(l  1/14),  John  Proegler(l  1/14) 
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on  the  road  TO  BETHLEHEM 


The  sign-up  sheets  for  participation 
in  this  year's  "Walk  to  Bethlehem" 
will  be  in  the  sanctuary  this  Sunday. 

Attention  -  All  Members  -  Join  us  in 
presenting  this  inspirational  production 
in  which  we  show  Fort  Wayne  the  One 
in  whom  we  believe  and  have  faith! 

The  annual  Walk  will  be  held  on  the 
Friday  and  Saturday  nights  of  December 
12th  and  1 3th  around  the  church.  Five 
spotlighted  scenes  will  be  featured  - 
complete  with  narrations  and  live  ani- 
mals. 

If  you  would  like  to  Narrate,  Act  or 
just  be  "A  Member  of  a  Mob  Scene", 
sign  up  this  Sunday  at  the  church.  We 
will  probably  use  duplicates  in  every  po- 
sition in  order  to  give  everybody  a 


chance  to  participate  on  either  Friday  or 
Saturday. 

Sign-up  this  Sunday!  We're  only  five 
weeks  from  show-time. 


interim  Minister:  new.  BiHM.  Riggs 


mm  Associate  Mmmim 

4800$.  Calhoun  Street 


R&w,  George  sruckman 

Ft  Wayne,  ^  46807 


744-5239 
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?&m  7%S  p/?s*?ors  PSH 


Last  Sunday  was  a  great  day, 
both  in  the  life  of  our  congre- 
gation and  for  Disciple  con- 
gregations which  gathered 
for  the  Northern  Lights  Area 
Assembly  in  Huntington.  I 
hope  we  will  continue  to 
share  in  the  life  of  our  church 
family  as  we  gather  here 
each  Sunday  as  well  as  ex- 
plore our  relationship  with 
our  larger  church  family  known  as  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ). 

This  Sunday  I  will  be  preaching  on 
the  theme,  "The  Cost  of  Discipleship."  A 
book  by  that  title  written  by  German  the- 
ologian Dietrich  Bonhoeffer  has  always 
been  a  source  of  challenge  tome.  Bonho- 
effer appreciated  the  vitality  of  faith  which 
he  experienced  in  America,  but  was  critical 
of  the  "easy  gospel"  which  seem  to  be  pro- 
claimed from  so  many  pulpits.  He  re- 
turned to  Germany  and  became  active  in 
the  resistance  movement  against  Hitler 
and  Nazism  and  died  a  martyrs  death  in 
prison  one  day  before  the  camp  in  which 
he  was  held  prisoner  was  liberated.  His 
contrast  between  "cheap  grace  and  costly 
grace"  continues  to  be  a  powerful  image 
for  our  day  and  time. 

I  encourage  you  to  read  one  of  the 


'hard  sayings'  of  our  Lord,  recorded  in 
Mark  8:34-38  as  you  prepare  for  worship 
this  Sunday.  As  you  read  these  words,  go 
one  step  farther  and  ask  yourself  two 
questions:  what  have  I  given  up  [denied 
myself]  because  I  have  chosen  to  be  a  dis- 
ciple of  Jesus  Christ  and  what  responsi- 
bilities, actions,  risks  have  1  taken  up 
because  of  my  commitment? 

Shalom, 

Pastor  Bill 


Riley  Ericson  Krull 

born  October  28,  1997 

to  Eric  and  Heather  Krull 

weighed  7 lbs.  15  oz.  20  inches  long. 

Mark  &  Rosemary  Krull  are  the  proud 

grandparents. 

Becky  and  Lauren  Krull  are  the  aunt  and 

cousin. 
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PIT  CREW  INFORMATION 

(THIS  INCLUDES  THE  ENTIRE  CONGREGATION) 


f*S  ur  First  Christian  "500"  HAS  BE- 
^^  GUN!  Sometime  within  the  next 
week  or  two  a  fellow  member  will  de- 
liver to  you  a  special  Gas  Can  containing 
very  little  "fuel"  (it  needs  a  little  help 
from  you,  friends). 

Here's  all  you  need  to  do: 

1.  Remove  the  lid  from  the  can.  In- 
side you  will  find  an  Estimate  of  Giving 
Card.  Fill  in  the  amount  of  tithes  and 
offering  you  expect  to  present  to  God 
through  your  church.  Seal  the  card  in 
the  enclosed  envelope  and  place  it  in  the 
Gas  Can.  Replace  the  lid. 

2.  Now  complete  your  part  of  the  Pit 
Stop  as  soon  as  possible  and  quickly  re- 
lay the  Gas  Can  to  the  next  family  on 
the  route  list.  You  may  wish  to  contact 
ahead  to  be  sure  they  are  home.  Try  to 
complete  your  effort  in  24  hours. 

3.  After  you  have  delivered  the  Gas 
Can,  immediately  call  your  driver  (team 
captain)  and  notrfy  him  or  her. 

As  in  all  auto  races,  the  success  of 
the  entire  tarn  depends  on  dedication, 
commitment  and  team  work  of  each 
person. 

God  will  be  our  winner  however  it 
takes  all  of  us  together  to  get  there, 
we  Ye  counting  on  you! 


Continue  to  lift  Bev  Hendricks 
and  Kathlyn  Banet  in  your  prayers. 

Five-year-old  Cloe  Cook  is  still  in 
Riley  Hospital  following  her  surgery. 
Keep  her  in  your  prayers  and  keep 
sending  those  cards.  Her  address  is: 

Riley  Hospital,  702  Barnhill  Dr. 

Box  #  1739,  Indianapolis,  IN 
46202 

Eric  Morey  is  home  from  the 
hospital  recovering  at  bis  parents 
house.  Please  pray  for  him.  He  has 
much  to  recover  from. 

Orda  Glentzer  has  moved  to 
Covington  Manor  while  she  recovers 
from  her  surgery.  She  is  sharing  a 
room  with  Lucille  Branstrator.  Her 
address  is:  5700  Wilkie  Dr.  46804 

Pray  for  Beulah  Timmons  as  she 
continues  to  recover  from  her  broken 
hip  and  to  make  the  adjustment  to  her 
new  home  at  Grace  Village  Retirement 
Community  in  Winona  Lake. 
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BIG  BROTHERS  BIG  SISTERS 
18TH  ANNUAL 


ALL  YOU  CAN  EAT 

CASA  D'ANGELO 

SPAGHETTI  DINNER 


Big  Brothers  Big  Sisters 
Spaghetti  Dinner 
Sunday,  November  16, 1997 
11  am  -7  pm 
Concordia  High  School,  1601  St.  Joe 
River  Dr., 
All  You  Can  Eat 
Carry-Out  Available 
For  more  information  and  Tickets  call: 
(219)456-1600  or  1-888-456-1600 
Tickets  may  be  bought  the  day  of  the  event 
at  the  door. 
Cost  $6.00  Adults;  $4.00  Seniors  (65+); 

$4.00  Kids  6-12,  under  6  Free. 
Proceeds  help  the  agency  to  serve  more 
than  704  youth  in  Northeast  Indiana. 

In  a  national  study  conducted  by  Pub- 
lic/Private Ventures,  come  959  boys  and 
girls  in  eight  states  entered  an  historic  ex- 
periment. The  children  ranged  in  age  from 


10  through  16.  approximately  half  were 
matched  with  a  Big  Brother  or  Big  Sister, 
while  the  others  were  assigned  to  a  wait- 
ing list.  On  average,  the  matched  children 
met  with  their  big  Brothers  or  Big  Sisters 
about  three  times  a  month  for  one  year. 
Researchers  found  that  1 8  months  later, 
the  Little  Brothers  and  Little  Sisters  were: 

*  46%  less  likely  to  begin  using  illegal 

drugs 

*  27%  less  likely  to  begin  using 

alcohol 

*  52%  less  likely  to  skip  school 

*  37%  less  likely  to  skip  a  class 

*  More  confident  of  their  performance 

in  schoolwork 

*  1/3  less  likely  to  hit  someone,  and 

*  Getting  along  better  with  their 

families. 


NEEDED  NOW! 

The  sewing  group  needs  used  sheets  to 
use  in  making  cancer  pads.  Bring  what- 
ever you  have  to  the  office  before  Tues- 
day morning. 


Sunday  School 
October  26 
Year-to-date 


Attendance 

58 
158 

172 


Budget  Needs        Actual  Giving 


$3,523.88 
$151,526.84 


$1,983.58 
$136,716.04 
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Northern  Lights  Assembly 

(EXCESS  OF  200  PEOPLE) 


If  you  were  unable  to  attend  the  area 
meeting  at  Huntington  Central  Christian 
Church,  you  missed  a  terrific  program 
and  a  time  for  strong  fellowship.  It  was 
great  to  see  that  all  churches  in  our  area 
were  represented.  Our  choir  and  bells 
presented  a  great  program!  There  were 
four  other  choirs  that  presented  pro- 
grams and  a  complete  area  combination 
of  bells.  The  fellowship  was  tremendous 
and  we  pray  for  more  successes  with  this 
program. 


We  are  suggesting  that  each  of  us  con- 
sider food  donations  to  our  food  bank.  We 
are  supplied  by  the  "Community  Food 
Bank"  however,  there  have  been  many 
times  we  find  our  stock  is  depleted.  Espe- 
cially required  right  now  are:  powdered 
milk,  canned  fruit,  laundry  soap,  noodles, 
instant  potatoes,  peanut  butter,cereal, 
and  canned  vegetables. 

Each  Sunday  you  may  wish  to  provide 
your  "ticket"  to  church  by  placing  your  gift 
in  the  box  at  the  entry  doors. 


S't's  that  time  again! 

Glinore  ^lace  is  hosiing  a  Christmas 
boutique  again  ibis  year.  (3 be,  along  with 
other  crafters,  will  be  displaying  their  crafts 
in  her  borne,  ^e  are  all  inviting  you  to 


come. 


tyate:  November  14  from  9am  'til  7pm 
November  15  from  9am  til  5pm 

Address:  3360  Glmhursi  tyrive 
cFortcll)ayne,9^ 
(across  from  Glmhurst  ^igb  (School) 

Refreshments  will  be  served. 
nVe  hope  to  see  you  then. 


NOVEMBER  5,  1997 
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MARK  YOUR 
CALENDARS 


THIS  WEEK 

THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  6 

3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
5:30  p.m.  Carillon  Rehearsal 

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  7 
World  Community  Day 
10:00-3:00  p.m.  Church  Women 
United 

(Sanctuary  &  Fellowship  Hall) 

11  a.m.  Bible  Study 

12  n  Lunch 

1  p.m.  Program 
SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  8 
10:00  a.m.  Parenthetical  Players 

SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  9 
8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service, 
9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School 
10.45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
Coffee  Fellowship 
2:00-6:00  p.m.  Youth  to  visit  Huntington 

MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  10 
7:30  p.m.  Young  Adult  Group 
TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  11 
Requisitions  Picked  Up 
9:00  a.m.  Sewing  Group 
6:30  p.m.  Administrative  Board 
7:30  p.m.  Board  of  Trustees 
THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  13 
3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
5:30  p.m.  Carillon 


HARVEST  DINNER 


NOVEMBER  23 


Mark  your  calendars 
and  plan  to  attend  our 
Harvest  Dinner  Sunday, 
November  23.  Arraignments  will  be 
similar  to  last  year.  Fellowship  Commit- 
tee will  provide  the  rolls,  drinks  and 
table  service.  Those  whose  names  be- 
gin with  A-M  are  invited  to  bring  a 
main  dish.  Those  whose  names  begin 
with  letters  N-Z  can  bring  vegetable, 
salad  or  dessert.  What  a  good  time  to 
celebrate  our  bountiful  blessings  with 
our  church  family! 


PRAYER  SEMINAR 

HERE! 

FEBRUARY  1, 1998 

Afternoon 

Rev.  Maribeth  Blackman 

(DHM  staff) 

????  call  Kris  Ohneck 

(home  447-2833)  (work  461-2883) 
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REMEMBER  OUR 
HOMEPO(JND> 

REMEMBER  OUR  SHUT-INS  IN  YOUR  PRAYERS 

IN  NURSING  HOMES  &  RETIREMENT  HOMES: 

The  Arbors.  2827  NortHgate  Blvd.   46835 

Fern  Kenline,  Room  202 

Freda  Flaugh,  Room  301 

Courtland  Health  &  Rehabilitation  Center.  3555  Spy  Run  Ext.   46805 

Ardith  Wrisk,  Room  217 

Covington  Manor  Nursing  Center.  5700  Wilkie  Dr.  46804 

Lucille  Branstrator 

Orda  Glentzer 

Grace  Village  Retirement  Community.  Box  337,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

Beulah  Timmons,  Room  417 

Kingston  Residence.  7515  Winchester  Road  46819 

Valetta  Parlette,  Room  410 

Lutheran  Home.  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.   46816 

Velma  Hechler,  Room  1 16 

Sarah  Smith,  Room  C356 

Mariner  Health  Care  Center.  4430  Elsdale  Drive  46835 

Bernice  Montgomery,  Room  201 

Ossian  Health  Care.  215  Davis  Road,  Ossian,  IN  46774 

Dorothy  Green,  Room  301 A 

Riverbend.  7519  Winchester  Road  46819 

Lou  Simmons,  Room  105-2 

St.  Anne's  Nursing  Home.  1900  Randalia  Drive  46805 

Ressie  Ehresman,  Room  324-B 

Townhouse  Health  Center.  2209  St.  Joe  Center  Road  46825 

Glenn  &  Lola  Miller,  Room  203 

AT  HOME: 

Jack  &  Emma  Phillips,  1737  Godfrey  Road  46819 

Lila  Russell,  3936  Irene  Court  46808 

Coleen  Wilcoxson,  746  Candlelite  Court  46807 

Charles  Wrisk,  259  E.  Sherwood  Terrace   46807 

Andy  Cook.  11335  Gongwer  Drive   46845 
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SERVING  NOVEMBER  9 
ELDERS 
8:15  a.m.  Eunice  Conrad  &  Anne 
Moll 

10:45  a.m.   Charlie  Hatten  &  Bill 
Franklin 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.  J.  Arnold,  J.  Bier, 

C.  Davis,  D.  Keebortz,  T.  Knuckles 
10:45  a.m.  G.  Baitz,  J.  Baitz, 

D.  Bohlen,  J.  Bohlen,  S.  Brickley, 
G.  Cole,  C.  Deck,  L.  McFarland, 
R.  Wise 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
NOVEMBER  9  &  16 

C.  Davis,  G.  Baitz,  J.  Baitz 

HOMEBOUND  COMMUNION 

B.  Bier  &  J.  Franklin,  K.  Cron  &  E.  Gor- 
man, K.  Ohneck  &  H.  Mathis,  D. 
Heimann  &  Sally  Rudy 


LAY  READERS 

8:30:  Marty  Bier 
10:45:  Heather  Holmes 

COFFEE  FELLOWSHIP 

Roger  &  Anne  Moll 

MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
NOVEMBER  7-21 
Trevor  Collins(  11/7),  James 
Evans(l  1/7),  Anna  Lyons(l  1/7),  Naomi 
Prechtl(l  1/7),  Brent  Jackson  (1 1/7), 
Lucas  Vachon(l  1/10),  Marilyn  Mc- 
Dougle(l  1/1 IX  Linda  Breeden(l  1/13), 
Jewel  Byrket(l  1/14),  James  Hud- 
low(l  1/14),  John  Proegler(l  1/14),  Kathy 
Marvel(l  1/16),  Tom  Meadows(l  1/16), 
Erin  Favory(l  1//18),  Randy  Hendrick- 
son(l  1/18),  Deb  Miller(l  1/18),  Jenica 
Wilson(l  1/18),  Ressie  Ehresman(l  1/20), 
Laura  York(  11/21) 
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PIT  CREW  INFORMATION 

(THIS  INCLUDES  THE  ENTIRE  CONGREGATION) 


{^/  ur  First  Christian  "500"  HAS  BE- 
GUN! Sometime  within  the  next 
week  or  two  a  fellow  member  will  de- 
liver to  you  a  special  Gas  Can  contain- 
ing very  little  "fuel"  (it  needs  a  little 
help  from  you,  friends). 
Here's  all  you  need  to  do: 

1.  Remove  the  lid  from  the  can. 
Inside  you  will  find  an  Estimate  of  Giv- 
ing Card.  Fill  in  the  amount  of  tithes 
and  offering  you  expect  to  present  to 
God  through  your  church.  Seal  the 
card  in  the  enclosed  envelope  and 
place  it  in  the  Gas  Can.  Replace  the 
lid. 

2.  Now  complete  your  part  of  the 
Pit  Stop  as  soon  as  possible  and 
quickly  relay  the  Gas  Can  to  the  next 


family  on  the  route  list.  You  may 
wish  to  contact  ahead  to  be  sure  they 
are  home.  Try  to  complete  your  ef- 
fort in  24  hours. 

3.  After  you  have  delivered  the 
Gas  Can,  immediately  call  your  driver 
(team  captain)  and  notify  him  or  her. 

As  in  all  auto  races,  the  success  of 
the  entire  team  depends  on  dedica- 
tion, commitment  and  team  work  of 
each  person. 

God  will  be  our  winner.  However, 
it  takes  all  of  us  working  together  to 
get  there.  We're  counting  or\  you! 


interim  Minister:  Rev.  BiiiM.  Riggs 

interim  Associate  Minister:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  s.  Calhoun  Street         Ft.  Wayne,  IN  46807        744-3239 
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There  are  many  exciting 

We  are  placing  a  special  emphasis  on 

if    m 

things  happening  at  First 

re-uniting  the  family  of  Christ  in  this 

Christian!  This  season  of 

place  with  a  special  "Come  Home  for 

fi||| 

the  year  is  usually  packed 

Christmas"  emphasis.  Be  watching  for  a 

with  activities.  We  are  in 

special  letter  to  YOU  and  plan  to  share  in 

RK9 

the  midst  of  our  steward- 

these powerful  days  of  Advent- 

ship  effort.  I  hope  every 

Christmas.  If  you  have  been  away  from 

member/family  will  give 

your  church,  for  whatever  reason,  we 

prayerful  consideration  to 

hope  you  will  "come  home"  and  share 

their  financial  giving  for  the 

the  blessing  of  your  presence  with  others 

coming  year.  The  fact  that  we  are  in  an 

in  your  family. 

"interim  time"  is  no  reason  to  be  casual 

This  Sunday  I  will  be  preaching  on 

about  our  giving.  Stewardship  is  a  per- 

the theme,  "How  To  Talk  To  God  When 

sonal  commitment  of  our  time,  talents 

You  Aren't  Feeling  Religious."  Read 

and  resources  to  God,  based  on  our  ability 

Jeremiah  20:7-13  as  you  prepare  to  wor- 

to give.  A  good  response  from  the  mem- 

ship God  and  explore  a  different  dimen- 

bership is  a  vote  of  confidence  in  the  fu- 

sion of  prayer. 

ture  of  this  congregation  and  its  ministries 

in  the  days  ahead. 

We  are  also  in  that  joyous  time  of  the 

Shalom, 

year  when  we  celebrate  with  thanksgiv- 

ing, God's  gracious  gifts  to  us....  the 

Pastor  Bill 

physical  gifts  we  enjoy  as  a  nation  and 

the  greatest  gift  of  all,  Jesus  Christ  our 

Lord.  The  time  we  call  Advent- 

Christmas  is  a  time  for  both  reflection 

and  celebration.  Committees  are  hard  at 

work,  planning  for  the  "Walk  To  Bethle- 

hem", Advent  worship  services,  Christ- 

mas Eve  Worship  and  much  more. 
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on  the  road  TO  BETHLEHEM  do  you  have...-; 


"But  you, 

O  Bethlehem... 

from  you 

shaH  tome  forth 

tor  me. 

one  who  is 

to  rule. 


WALK  TO  BETHLEHEM  has  be- 
come a  high  point  in  our  church  life  and 
now  is  the  time  to  indicate  how  you  want  to 
show  your  support.  WALK  TO  BETH- 
LEHEM gives  us  the  opportunity  to  wit- 
ness to  our  faith  through  the  telling  of  the 
birth  of  Jesus  2,000  years  ago.  It  is  a  won- 
derful way  to  reachout  to  the  community 
with  the  gift  of  the  reason  for  the  season. 

If  you  have  any  questions  about  how  you 
can  help  you  may  want  to  contact  the  fol- 
lowing people: 

Sue  Brey,  Costumes  447-3540 

Karen  Bushey,  Logistics  747-3770 
George  Cole,  Publicity  447-9285 
Kathy  Cron,  Marketplace  482-5817 
Lori  Crouter,  Worship  456-0079 
Laura  McFarland  &  Caren  Wise, 
Food  in  Marketplace  436-5839 

Dick  Mey,  Construction  &  Animals 

493-3993 
Diane  Mory ,  Casting  456-3  96 1 

Lori  Vandergriff,  Scenes  &  Props 

447-4195 
ONLY  POUR  WEEKS  AWAY! 


..•ANY  BASKETS,  OIL  LAMPS, 
CROCKS  OR  POTTERY  you  would 
be  willing  to  lend?  We  need  them  to 
help  decorate  for  the  Walk  to  Bethle- 
hem. If  you  have  any  of  these  items 
please  put  your  name  on  each  one  (so  we 
can  be  sure  to  return  them  to  the  right 
people),  and  place  them  on  the  stage.  If 
you  have  any  questions  give  Laura  or 
Caren  a  call.  (See  previous  column) 


PRAYER  SEMINAR 

HERE! 

FEBRUARY  1, 1998 

Afternoon 

Rev.  Maribeth  Blackman 

(DHM  staff) 

????  call  Kris  Ohneck 

(home  447-2833)  (work  461-2883) 
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116  BROTHERS  IIG  S1STI1S 
15TH  ANNUAL 


ALL  YOU  CAN  EAT 

CASA  D'ANGELO 

SPAGHETTI  DINNER 


Big  Brothers  Big  Sisters 

Spaghetti  Dinner 

Next  Sunday,  November  16, 1997 

11  am  -7  pm 

Concordia  High  School, 

1601  St.  Joe  River  Dr., 

All  You  Can  Eat 
Carry-Out  Available 
For  more  information  and  Tickets  call: 
(219)456-1600  or  1-888-456-1600 
Tickets  may  be  bought  the  day  of  the  event 
at  the  door. 
Cost  $6.00  Adults;  $4.00  Seniors  (65+); 

$4.00  Kids  6-12,  under  6  Free. 
Proceeds  help  the  agency  to  serve  more 
than  704  youth  in  Northeast  Indiana. 

In  a  national  study  conducted  by  Pub- 
lic/Private Ventures,  come  959  boys  and 
girls  in  eight  states  entered  an  historic  ex- 
periment. The  children  ranged  in  age  from 


10  through  16.  Approximately  half  were 
matched  with  a  Big  Brother  or  Big  Sister, 
while  the  others  were  assigned  to  a  wait- 
ing list.  On  average,  the  matched  children 
met  with  their  big  Brothers  or  Big  Sisters 
about  three  times  a  month  for  one  year. 
Researchers  found  that  1 8  months  later, 
the  Little  Brothers  and  Little  Sisters  were: 

*  46%  less  likely  to  begin  using  illegal 

drugs 

*  27%  less  likely  to  begin  using 

alcohol 

*  52%  less  likely  to  skip  school 

*  37%  less  likely  to  skip  a  class 

*  More  confident  of  their  performance 

in  schoolwork 

*  1/3  less  likely  to  hit  someone,  and 

*  Getting  along  better  with  their 

families. 


RACHEL  ALERT 
Women  interested  in  a  study  of 
Women  in  the  Bible,  mark  your  calendar 
for  a  meeting  in  the  library  for  Tuesday 
morning,  November  18th  at  9:30  am. 


Attendance 

Budget  Needs 

Actual  Giving 

Sunday  School 

85 

November  2 

172 

$3,523.88 

$4,595.58 

Year-to-date 

172 

$155,050.72 

$141,311.62 
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Continue  to  lift  Bev  Hendricks, 
Beulah  Timmons  and  Eric  Mory  in 

your  prayers. 

Cloe  Cook  was  in  church  on 
Sunday!  Praise  God 

Orda  Glentzer  is  at  home  now 
doing  real  well  recovering  from  her 
surgery. 

Dawn  Pierce  is  recovering  at 
home.  Pray  for  her. 

Kathlyn  Banet  is  now  at 
Lutheran  Rehabilitation  Center,  Room 
131.  She  had  a  very  good  day  Monday 
and  would  really  enjoy  visitors.  Let 
Herb  know  you've  been  there,  too.  It 
encourages  him. 

Glenn  Miller  (Lola's)  is  in  Park- 
view Hospital,  Room  43 1,  Bed  1 .  He 
is  not  doing  well. 


Don't  Forget  to  Feed  the 


3irs  ihai  time  again! 

G/inore  ^lace  is  hosting  a  Christmas 
boutique  again  this  year.  c5he,  along  with 
other  crafiers,  will  be  displaying  their  crafts 
in  her  home,  "IVe  are  all  inviting  you  to 


come. 


"Date:  Friday  from  9am' til  7pm 
(Saturday  from  9am  til 5pm 

Address:  3360  Glmhurst  "Drive 
cFortclVayne,99)f 
(across  from  Slmhurst  "Jiigh  (School) 

Refreshments  will  he  sewed. 
HVe  hope  to  see  you  then. 
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MARK  YOUR 
CALENDARS 


THIS  WEEK 

THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  13 

5:30  p.m.  Carillon  Rehearsal 
SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  15 
10:00  a.m.  Parenthetical  Players 
1 :00  p.m.  Choir  Rehearsal; 

SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  16 
8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service, 
9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School 
10.45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
Coffee  Fellowship 
2:00-6:00  p.m.  Youth  Group 

MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  17 
6:30  p.m.  Christian  Education 
7:30  p.m.  Young  Adult  Group 
TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  18 
9:00  am.  Rachel  Group 
6:30  -7:30  p.m.  Adventure  Club  Par- 
ents 

THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  20 
12:30-3:00  p.m.  Bishop  Luers  Teachers' 

Retreat 
3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
5:30  p.m.  Carillon 
SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  22 
10:00  a.m.  Parenthetical  Players 
1 :00  p.m.  Choir  Rehearsal 


HARVEST  DINNER 


NOVEMBER  23 


5:00  P.M. 


Mark  your  calendars 
and  plan  to  attend  our 
Harvest  Dinner  Next 
Sunday,  November  23.  Arraignments 
will  be  similar  to  last  year.  Fellowship 
Committee  will  provide  the  rolls,  drinks 
and  table  service.  Those  whose  names 
begin  with  A-M  are  invited  to  bring  a 
main  dish.  Those  whose  names  begin 
with  letters  N-Z  can  bring  vegetable, 
salad  or  dessert.  What  a  good  time  to 
celebrate  our  bountiful  blessings  with 
our  church  family! 


Start  Advent  Off  Right 

Come  help  with  the 

HANGING  OF  THE 

GREENS 

November  29th 

9:00  A.M. 

Everyone  is  welcome! 
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NVITATIONS  FROM  THE  COMMUNITY 


The  Anthony  Wayne 
Church  of  God 

invites  you  to  ftg 


ABSOLUTELY  FREE 
THANKSGIVING  DINNER 


11:30-1  PM 
Thanksgiving  Day 

The  Anthony  Wayne  Church  of  God 

(on  the  corner  of  Getz  Rd.  &  S.  Bend  Dr) 

is  once  again  doing  their 
Absolutely  Free  Thanksgiving  Dinner. 
This  meal  is  aimed  primarily  at  individu- 
als and  families  who  don't  have  anyone 
with  whom  to  celebrate  Thanksgiving  and 
would  enjoy  joining  the  family  of  God  in 
theirs.  Turkey  and  all  the  trimmings 
will  be  served!  If  you  or  someone  you 
know  (especially  in  the  Time  Corners- 
Aboite  Township  area)  would  like  to 
come,  please  call  the  church:  432-3342 
so  they  know  about  how  many  to  plan 
for.  If  you  would  like  to  help  or  bring  a 
dish  let  them  know  that  too.  Dinner  will 
be  served  from  1 1 :30-l  :00pm  and  will  be 
followed  by  a  program  beginning  at 
1 :00pm.    Everyone  is  welcome.  The 
more,  the  merrier! 


Taylor  University-Fort  Wayne  Campus 

and 
WBCL  Radio 

invite  you  to 

S?  Christmas  Celebration 

Saturday,  December  6, 7:30  pm 

Gerig  Activities  Center,  Fort  Wayne  Campus 

1025  West  Rudisill  Blvd. 

$7  all  seats  *  $6  children,  seniors  and  groups 

All  seats  are  general  seating 

Tickets  are  available  through 

TUFW  University  Relations  Office 

456-21 1 1,  ext.32296;  campus  bookstore, 

and  area  Christian  bookstores. 


jufe  and jbrcufers  cv/u/&  (d/i/ov  am&  In 
@UJ^  fflotifiital.    SA&  i&  hom&  now  and 
rtcoo€rtng  nlce/yjrorri  Aer-  surgery. 
STbanA/jfoti/  again/ 

<3)eni&  (Sc  J/tAAl  (dovA 
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SERVING  NOVEMBER  16 
ELDERS 
8:15  a.m.  K.  Cron  &  J.  Ohneck 
10:45  a.m.  D.  Heimann  &  C.  Mc- 
Grew 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.  M.  Grouse,  M.  Mullen, 
J.  Ott,  D.  Schuricht 
10:45  a.m.  S.  Brey,  L.  Brey,  M.  Deck, 
L.  Deck,  E.  Gorman,  H.  Mathis, 
E.  Riecke,  L.  Whitworth,  W.  Whitworth 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
NOVEMBER  16 

C.  Davis,  G.  Baitz,  J.  Baitz 

LAY  READERS 

8:30:  Sue  Knuckles 
10:45:  Katie  Moll 

COFFEE  FELLOWSHIP 

Greg  &  Jenny  Baitz 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
NOVEMBER  14-30 

Jewel  Byrket(l  1/14),  James  Hud- 
low(l  1/14),  John  Proegler(l  1/14),  Kathy 
Marvel(l  1/16),  Tom  Meadows(l  1/16), 
Bill  Riggs(ll/18),  Erin  Favory(l  1//18), 
Randy  Hendrickson(l  1/18),  Deb 
Miller(l  1/18),  Jenica  Wilson(l  1/18), 
Ressie  Ehresman  -  95yrs.(ll/20),  Laura 
York(l  1/21),  Brandon  Proegler(l  1/22), 
Kerry  Grabowski(l  l/23),Nellie 
Buchanan(l  1/24),  Marlene 
Crouse(l  1/25),  Joan  Ott(l  1/25),  Kris 
Scott(l  1/27),  Danielle  Favory(l  1/28), 
Mary  Sue  Ludwig(l  1/28),  Ken 
Perkins(l  1/28),  Brent  Alexander(l  1/29), 
Barbara  Bond(  11/29) 
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Winter  paid  an  early  visit  to 
the  Fort  Wayne  area  this  past 
week-end.  Although  atten- 
dance was  a  bit  lower  than 
normal,  the  spirit  and  enthusi- 
asm of  our  time  together  was 
not  diminished.  I  especially 
appreciated  the  "happy  birth- 
day" wishes  and  enjoyed  the 
good  time  together  at  Pizza 
Hut  following  the  second 
worship  service.  I  have  been 
turning  39  for  many  years  now,  and  this  be- 
ing the  27th  time  I  have  done  so.  I  feel  like 
an  old  hand  at  birthdays! 

This  Sunday  is  Thanksgiving  Sunday.  I 
am  looking  forward  to  this  day.. ..to  a  time  of 
celebration  in  worship  and  to  the  time  of  fel- 
lowship at  the  Harvest  Dinner  at 
5:00  p.m.  I  will  be  preaching  on  the  theme 


"Completing  the  Circle  of  Gratitude"  at  both 
worship  services.  I  encourage  you  to  read 
Deuteronomy  8: 1 1-20  before  you  come  to 
worship.  I  will  be  suggesting  that  thanksgiv- 
ing, in  the  biblical  sense,  involves  recogniz- 
ing our  gifts  and  acknowledging  the  giver  of 
the  gifts.  The  circle  of  gratitude  is  complete 
when  we  men  move  to  becoming  givers  our- 
selves. 

I  look  forward  to  greeting  you  as  we 
gather  to  thank  God  for  the  many  blessings 
we  receive  daily  and  to  commit  our  lives  to 
be  expressions  of  continuing  gratitude  as  we 
learn  to  give  freely  and  joyously  of  the  gifts 
with  which  we  have  been  abundantly 
blessed. 


ih&&r§fn  minister;  a&w„  mm  m 

vterim  Associate  Mfnfcten  Key.  George  Bruckman 

wm&  Calhoun  street        PL  Wayne,  in  46807 


744-3239 
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What  Do  They  Do? 


Many  questions  have  been  raisecl  by 
our  members  as  to  who  they  might  talk  to 

for  clarifying  a  problem  or  a  situation. 
We  have  printed  the  list  of  departments 

and  department  tends  in  a  recent 
"Tidings ."**  Further  discussion  indicates  a 
need  to  explain  committee  functions.  Be- 
ginning this  week  we  will  provide  a  de- 
scription for  each  Committee  m  written  in 
our  By-Laws. 

Worship  Committee: 

1  The  members  of  this  committee  shall 
consist  of  a  chairperson,  two  Elders,  . 
two  members  of  the  Diaconate,  two 
choir  members*  and  four  members 
from  fhe  eonpepiicni  at  large.  Hie 
chairperson  shall  select  the:  committee 
members  in  consultation  with  the  Lay 
Leadership  Committee,  Committee 
members  shall  serve  for  a  two  year 
period  with  members  serving  no  more 
than  two  consecutive  terms  without 
an  interval,  of  one  year. 

2  Members;  of  this  committee  shall  he 
selected  on  the  basis  of  their  commit- 
ment to  Christ,  and  their  desire  to  plan 
and  lead  meaningly  worship  experi- 
ences through  musk,  art,  and  verbal 
expression. 

3  Functions  of  Committee 


a     Develop  an  effective  and  coordi- 
nated program  of  worship  for  the 
entire  church,  expressed  in  terms 
of  goals  and  objectives. 

b  Be  responsible,  with  die  professional 
staff,  for  the  public  worship  services 
of  the  congregation,  including  com- 
munion and  baptismal  services,  any 
other  special  services*  general  deco- 
rum, and  physical  aids  to  worship. 

c    Encourage  effective  worship  in  the 
various  organizations  of  the  congre- 
gation. 

d     Develop  a  program  of  personal  devo- 
tional life  throughout  the  congrega- 
tion, including  promotion  of  daily  de- 
votions, selection  of  material  and 
their  distribution, 

e    Enable  and  promote  the  musical  pro- 
gram of  the  congregation,  including 
choirs  and  other  music al  groups, 

f     Enable  and  promote  the  program  of 
religious  drama  in  the  congregation, 

g    Provide  for  annual  evaluation  and  re- 
assessment of  goals  and  objectives. 

h.     Schedule  ttshers  and  lay  readers  for 
worship  services, 
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ON  THE  ROAD 


TO  BETHLEHEM 


IT'S  JUST 
THREE  WEEKS  AWAY!! 

You  can  hear  and  see  promotions  of  our  inspira- 
tional uWalk"  coming  up  in  the  local  media: 

WANE-TV,  channel  15  will  televise  live  from 
First  Christian  Church  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday, 
December  9th  at  6:15  a.m.  with  cast  and  charac- 
ters. Wednesday,  December  !Oth  an  interview  has 
been  scheduled  with  WJFX-FM  at  9:00  a.m. 
Southern  Gospel  station  WLYV  will  tape  a  conver- 
sation about  our  "Walk"  to  be  aired  on  Saturday, 
December  6fh. 

These  and  other  interviews  will  be  announced  as 
they  are  scheduled  in  upcoming  editions  of  tha 
'Tidings'7 


NEEDS  LISTS 


Walk  to  Bethlehem 


As  in  years  past,  we  are  in  need  of 
"loans"  of  the  propls  used  for  vThe 
Walk".  The  following  is  our  list: 

Rugs:  Oriental-like  in  appearance  (or 

tapestries) 
Carpet  Bags/Jute  Bags 
Baskets 

Pottery  (fciin  period"  appearance) 
Oil  Lamps 
Candles  (large  -  not  tapers  or  votives) 

Please  bring  your  loaned  items  before 
December  5th  and  leave  them  near  the 
stage  in  the  Fellowship  Half 


Youth  Group: 


Youth  are  in  need  of  Wrapping  Paper 
for  Christmas. 

If  you  have  extra  you  don't  need, 
bring  it  to  lthe  church  and  leave  it  in  the 
youth  room.  -  We  need  Tape  also! 


Nursery: 


We  need  help  in  the  Nursery.  No,  not  babysitters  but  helpers.  The  jobs  of  a  helper 
include:  cleaning  toys,  washing  blankets  &  sheets,  and  just  taking  care  of  little  jobs  that 
need  to  be  done!   This  only  takes  about  2  hours  per  month  but  is  very  inportant  to  help 
the  nursery  ran  smoothly.  Call  Margaret  Prechtl  for  information  432-2076. 
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Ifistiias  Shoppers! 


Mo  time  to  Wrap  Presents'? 
Wo  Time  to  Shop  Without  Kids'? 

The  youth  at  Pi>st  Christian  will  be  offering 
babysitting  and  gift  wrapping  on  the  following 
dates: 

December  6  1  -5  pm 

December  13  &  14  1-5  pm 

December  20  &  21  1-5  pm 

u  Rates  will  be  : 

10*  &  $1.00/hour  per  child 

^  a$  $.50  per  package  wrapped 

r  Snacks  &  drinks  will  be  provided. 

Please  sign  -  up  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  or  just 


DMA 


NOON  DEC  2nc 


As  the  song  goes,  "It's  beginning  to 
look  a  lot  like  Christmas."  So  let's  have 
a  party!  Everyone  bring  a  gift  for  ex- 
change to  this  carry-in  luncheon.  See 
you  there! 


show  up. 

PRAYER  SEMINAR 

HERE! 

Telia 

Friend!!! 

FEBRUARY  1, 1998 

Afternoon 

Rev.  Maribeth  Blackman 

(DHM  staff) 

????  call  Kris  Ohneck 

' 

(home  447-2833)  (work  461-2883) 

Attendance 

Budget  Needs 

Actual  Giving 

Sunday  School 

88 

November  9 

187 

$3,523.88 

$3,274.00 

Year-to-date 

i 

172 

$158,574.60 

$144,585.62 
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Bev  Hendricks  and  Ruth 
Truesdell  were  in  the  hospital 
recently.  Ruth's  bronchitis  is  much 
better.  Mary  Wilhelm  and  Sarah 
Smith  were  in  the  hospital  early  this 
week. 

Continue  to  lift  Beulah  Timmons 
in  your  prayers. 

Eric  Mory,  Cloe  Cook,  Orda 
Glentzer  and  Dawn  Pierce  continue 
to  need  your  prayers  as  they  recover 
from  their  surgeries. 

Kathlyn  Banet  is  now  at 
Lutheran  Rehabilitation  Center,  Room 
1 31 .  She  had  a  very  good  day  Monday 
and  would  really  enjoy  visitors.  Let 
Herb  know  you've  been  there,  too.  It 
encourages  him. 


GUOUP 


ATTENTION! 

No  Youth  Group  On: 

November  23rd  &  30th 
Sign  -  up  for  babysitting  &  gift  Wrap 
ping  in  the  Fellowship  Hall! 


St 


fl£)ith 


urnpcimij 
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Reminder  to  Chancel  Choir 

Rehearsals  for  our  performance  with 
Faith  United  Methodist  and  the  Fort 
Wayne  Philharmonic  have  begun.  Each 
Thursday  at  8:00  p.m.  we  rehearse  at 
Faith  United  Methodist.  Be  There! 

Peace, 
Brian  Prechtl 
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MARK  YOUR 
CALENDARS 


THIS  WEEK 

THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  20 
12:30-3:00  p.m.  Bishop  Buers  Teach 
ers'  Retreat 

3:30-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
5:30  p.m.  Carillon  Rehearsal 
8:00  p.m.  Choir  Rehearsal  with  Faith 
United  Methodist 
SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  22 
10:00  a.m.  Parenthetical  Players 
1 :00  p.m.  Choir  Rehearsal; 

SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  23 
8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service, 
9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School 
1 0.45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
Coffee  Fellowship 
5:00  p.m.  Harvest  Dinner 

MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  24 
Requisitions  Picked  up 
7:30  p.m.  Young  Adult  Group 

TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  25 
9:00  a.m.  Sewing  Group 

THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  27 
HAPPY  THANKSGIVING! 

OFFICE  CLOSED 

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  28 

OFFICE  CLOSED 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  29 

9:00  a.m.  Hanging  of  the  Greens 

10:00  a.m.  Parenthetical  Players 

1:00  p.m.  Choir  Rehearsal 


HARVEST  DINNER 

THIS  SUNDAY 

J5:Q0P.mJ 

DON'T  FORGET  to  [h^s/IST 
attend  our  Harvest  Din- 
ner THIS  Sunday, 
November  23.  Arraignments  will  be 
similar  to  last  year.  Fellowship  Commit- 
tee will  provide  the  rolls,  drinks  and 
table  service.  Those  whose  names  be- 
gin with  A-M  are  invited  to  bring  a 
main  dish.  Those  whose  names  begin 
with  letters  N-Z  can  bring  vegetable, 
salad  or  dessert.  What  a  good  time  to 
celebrate  our  bountiful  blessings  with 
our  church  family! 


Start  Advent  Off  Right 

Come  help  with  the 

HANGING  OF  THE 

GREENS 

November  29th 

9:00  A.M. 

Everyone  is  welcome! 
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INVITATIONS  FROM  THE  COMMUNITY 


The  Anthony  Wayne 
Church  of  Cod 

invites  you  tojts 

!    ABSOLUTELY  FREE    ! 
THAMK2GIV1WG  DIMMER 


11:20-1  PM 
Thanksgiving  Day 


The  Anthony  Wayne  Church  of  God 

(on  the  corner  of  Getz  Rd.  &  S.  Bend  Dr.) 

is  once  again  doing  their 
Absolutely  Free  Thanksgiving  Dinner. 

This  meal  is  aimed  primarily  at  individu- 
als and  families  who  don't  have  anyone 
with  whom  to  celebrate  Thanksgiving  and 
would  enjoy  joining  the  family  of  God  in 
theirs.  Turkey  and  all  the  trimmings 
will  be  served!  if  you  or  someone  you 
know  (especially  in  the  Time  Corners- 
Aboite  Township  area)  would  like  to 
come,  please  call  the  church:  432-3342 
so  they  know  about  how  many  to  plan  for. 
If  you  would  like  to  help  or  bring  a  dish 
let  them  know  that  too.  Dinner  will  be 
served  from  1 1 :30-l  :00pm  and  will  be 
followed  by  a  program  beginning  at 
1:00pm.    Everyone  is  welcome.  The 
more,  the  merrier! 


Taylor  University- 
Fort  Wayne  Campus 

and 
WBCL  Radio 

invite  you  to 

$7  Christmas  Celebration 

Saturday,  December  6.  7:30  pm 

Geng  Activities  Center.  Fort  Wayne  Campus 

1025  West  Rudisill  Blvd. 

$7  all  seats  *  $6  children,  seniors  and  groups 

All  seats  are  general  seating 

Tickets  are  available  through 

TUFW  University  Relations  Office 

456-21 1 1,  ext.32296:  campus  bookstore, 

and  area  Christian  bookstores. 


PLEASE  PICK  UP  YOUR 

THIRD  QUARTER  GIVING 

STATEMENTS  ! 

Statements  covering  third  quarter  giv- 
ing may  be  found  in  the  narthax.  Pick 
yours  up  Sunday  and  save  your  church 
postage  costs. 


NOTE:  Oeferjngs  received  on  August  3 

DO  NOT  SHOW  ON  YOUR  STATEMENT  BUT  THE  MIS- 
TAKE HAS  BEEN  CORRECTED  AND  THOSE  GIFTS  WILL 
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SERVING  NOVEMBER  23 
ELDERS 
8:15  a.m.   B.  Crouse  &  B.  Bier 
10:45  a.m.  B.  Widmer  &  J.  Mey 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.  J.  Arnold.  M.  Bier,  C.  Davis, 
D.  Keebortz,  T.  Knuckles 
10:45  a.m.  C.  Falbe,  J.  Franklin, 
L.  Heimann.  M.  McDougle,  O.  Mc- 
Dougle, K.  Scott,  L.  Stover,  L.  Van- 
dergriff,  E.  Yeoman 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
NOVEMBER  23  &  30 

T.  Knuckles,  D.  Bohlen,  J.  Bohlen 

HOMEBOUND  COMMUNION 

G.  Bruckinan  &  C.  Deck,  A.  Moll  & 
G.  Cole,  J.  McGrew  &  L.  Whitworth, 
B.  Franklin  &  W.  Whitworth 


Published  weekly  by 

First  Christian  Church 

4800  3.  Calhoun  St. 

Ft.  Wayne,  SN 

48807 

RETURN  POSTAGE 

GUARANTEED 


LAY  READERS 

8:15:  Dick  Mory 
10:45:  Chris  Olson 

MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
NOVEMBER  20-DECEMBER  10 
Ressie  Ehresman  -  95yrs.(  11/20),  Laura 
York(l  1/21),  Brandon  Proegler(l  1/22), 
Kerry  Grabowski(  1  l/23),Nellie 
Buchanan(l  1/24),  Marlene  Crouse(  1 1  /25), 
Joan  Ott(l  1/25),  Kris  Scott(l  1/27), 
Danielle  Favory(l  1/28),  Mary  Sue  Lud- 
wig(l  1/28),  Ken  Perkins(l  1/28),  Brent 
Alexander  1 1/29),  Barbara  Bond(l  1/29), 
Lauren  Ewing(l  1/30),  Ethel  Rich- 
hart(12/6),  Sue  Kerley(  1 2/7),  Bill 
Franklin(  12/10) 


First  Christian 
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(USPS  195-840) 
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Prayer  Request  for  "Walk  to  Bethlehem11 

That  "Walk  to  Bethlehem'  becomes  a  way  to  say 
thank  you  to  God  for  the  greatest  gift  of  all  Jesus  Christ. 


In  his  sermon  last  Sunday,  Pas- 
tor Riggs  urged  us  to  recognize 
our  gifts,  then  the  giver  and  fi- 
nally to  become  generous.  The 
Thanksgiving  holiday  is  too  often 
overshadowed  by  the  crush  of 
Christmas.  Can  we  really  hope  to 
feel  the  Spirit  of  Christmas  if  we 
don't  take  time  to  recognize 
God's  gift  of  Jesus,  thank  God  for 
the  gift  and  then  give  the  gift  of 
Jesus  away?  Let  us  pray  that  pre- 
senting "Walk  to  Bethlehem"  to 
the  community  becomes  our  way 
of  saying  thank  you  to  God. 


Thank  You  God! 


interim  Minister;  Rev.  BillM.  Riggs 

interim  Associate  Minister:  Rev,  George  Bruckman 

4800  s.  Calhoun  street         Ft  Wayne,  IN  46807        744-3239 


PAGE  TWO 


TIDINGS 


NOVEMBER  26,1991 


?&m7%s 


We  begin  our  Advent  jour- 
ney at  First  Christian  this 
Sunday,  Advent  is  a  time 
of  preparation  for  the  cele- 
bration of  Christ's  With.  I 
will  be  doing  a  sermon  se- 
ries entitled  "Beams  From 
the  Advent  Stir"  during  this 
beautiful  and  powerful  sea- 
son. We  will  explore  the 
beams  of  hope*  peace,  love 
and  joy  as  we  move  tntoygh  the  season. 

I  am  also  looking  forward  to  sharing  in 
the  "Walk  To  Bethlehem-  ■ :  oo  the 
evenings  of  December  12  and  13,  I  am 
pleased  our  congregation  sees  this  pro- 
grain  as  a  gift  to  the  community.  Many 
of  our  people  will  be  volunteering  for 
roles  in  this  presentation,  We  hope  ev- 
eryone will  attend  one  of  the  evenings 
and  will  also  invite  neighbors  and  friends 
to  share  in  the  experience  as  welL 

"Come  Home  For  Oiristmas"  is 
another  part  of  our  Advent  emphasis  this 
year.  We  miss  family  members  who  have 
not  been  sharing  in  the  life  of  First  Chris- 
tian Church,  our  ''iiome,"  We  want  our 
church  family  re-united  and  pray  that 
those  who  have  been  away  for  a  while, 
whatever  the  reason,  will  come  home  and 
cefebmte  anew  the  gift  of  love  we  have 


received  In  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

The  first  Sunday  in  Advent  sig- 
nals the  beginning  of  our  time  of  prepara- 
tion. Throtigh  music,  prayer,  proclama- 
tion and  the  symbolic  Hating  of  the  Ad- 
vent Candles  we  declare  again  the  good 
news  of  God's  love  in  Christ .  We  will  be 
changing  our  order  of  worship  slightly  to 
sharpen  the  focus  of  these  important  days 
before  us.  1  tope  you  will  make  every 
effort  to  be  present  for  worship  each  Sun- 
day? 

Shalom, 

Pastor  Bill 


PRAYER  SEMINAR 

HERE! 

FEBRUARY  U  1998 

Afternoon 

Rev.  Marfbeth  Blaekman 

(DHM  staff) 

????  call  Km  Ohiieck 

(home  447-2833)  (work  46i~2S83) 
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ON 


theroadtoBETHLEHEI 


Some  of  *jdu  hm  sif^adNl 

vo  toteemd  to  be  mggte,  four 
g$fa$f  Josspii,  Msty,  gfo*  but 
many  (if  you  hmm  not, 
PPeass  semte  this  and'  thiun 
go  to  tfie  Pultoffsliip  Half  an 
Suratoy  sua*  sign  on  the  dot- 
ted to.  SUE  BPEY  Kill 
1ftfift  begontaeffrigijQu  rimif  yont- ^Kfume  s)  tfe# 
pil  sflf  fm¥e  one  ^^igim^  to  yoy  BEFORE  tte 
Drast  Rfehesrssl  Nhfeh  *riH  be  tafcf  Dumber  7# 
1997  at  Spjn* 

GeotgiL  Cole  is  doirtg  an  AxeeJknt  job  ss  hjUle- 
ffy  Chgfmian  and  has  mask  Mv&ml  tensdh  swilwtf 
but  puMfetty  Is  iom&&!rig  EVERVONE  %m  do.  A 
*Ws!fc  to  Boffiltttan"  bifHgAi^  *#fll  fe€  In  tte  Tld- 
fnp  and  tte  Sunday  morning  Mteffn  for  fkt*  r»*f 
two  s*^ks ,  There  wfli  also  be  an  ample  supply  in 
the  Chqrefc  office.  Pfeass  ffiare  tttm  sfth  family, 
frferwjgj  pyr  barbfu-,  youf  meeJigftfe,  pur  jgoeer 
—  anyone  you  n*  ftpitfy*  Yog  eoqkl  mm  ssruf 

fmHIft  parting  kit  wfi€m  you  ctfi  fait  them  unofe 
windBw  nfipers  urt  eaj**  This  wis  sane  last  year 
wfHi  exc&Jlefgt  results. 


NEEDS  LISTS 


Walk  to  Bethlehem: 


As  in  years  past,  we  are  in  need  of 
"loans"  of  the  props  used  for  "The 
Walk".  The  following  is  our  list: 

Rugs:  OfientaMike  in  appearance  (or 

tapestries) 
Carpet  Bags/ Jute  Bags 
Baskets 

Pottery  (*in  period''1  appearance) 
OH  Lamps 
Candles  (large  -  not  tapers  or  votives) 

Please  bring  your  loaned  items  before 
December  5th  and  leave  them  near  the 
stage  in  the  Fellowship  Hall. 


Youth  Group: 


Youth  are  in  need  of  Wrapping  Paper 
for  Christmas. 

If  you  have  extra  you  don't  need, 
bring  it  to  the  church  and  leave  it  in  the 
youth  roooL  -  We  need  Tope  also! 


Nursery: 


We  need  help  in  the  Nursery l  No,  not  hsby-sittenj  hut  helpers  The  jobs  of  a  helper 
include;  cleaning  toys,  washing  blankets  &  sheets,  and  just  taking  care  of  little  jobs  that 
need  to  be  done!  This  only  takes  about  2  hours  per  month  but  is  very  important  to  help 
the  nursery  ran  smoothly.  Call  Margaret  Prechtl  for  information  432-2076. 
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CHRISTMAS 
POINSETTIAS 

We  will  be  deco- 
rating again  this  year 
with  poinsettias. 
They  will  all  be  red  in 
a  6  1/2"  pot.   Cost  is 
$10.00. 

If  you  would  like 
to  give  a  poinsettia  in  memory  of 
someone  or  in  honor  of  someone, 
please  state  that  below.  If  you  choose 
to  take  youT  plant  home,  please  do  so 
after  the  service  on  December  24. 

Place  your  check  for  $10.00  -  or  for 
however  many  you  want  -  in  the  offer- 
ing plate  or  mail  to  the  church  office 
along  with  the  order  blank  below.  Or- 
ders will  be  accepted  until  December 
14. 


Mo  Time  to  Wrap  Presenter  ^ 
Mo  Time  to  Shop  Without  Kids'? 

The  youth  at  First  Christian  will  be  offering 
baby-sitting  and  gift  wrapping  on  the  following 
dates: 

December  6  1-5  pm 

December  12  &t  4  1-5  pm 

December  20  &21  1-5  pm 

^  Rates  will  be: 

^°    A  $1.00/hour  per  child 


v** 


^ 


z& 


$.50  pe*  package  wrapped 
Snacks  &  drinks  will  be  provided. 
Please  sign-up  in  the  fellowship  Hall  or  [ust 
show  up. 

Tell  a  friend!!! 


Poincettias 


DONATED  BY 


IN  HONOR  OF 


IN  MEMORY  OF 


I  WILL  PICK  UP  AFTER  WORSHIP  12/24 
PLEASE  GIVE  TO  A  SHUT-IN 
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THE  STORY  OF  THE  PECAM 

The  pecans  and  walnuts  ordered  have 
arrived.  There  are  several  bags  of  pecans 
still  available  and  a  few  bags  of  walnuts. 

Ruth  Truesdell,  Ed  Hall,  Mary 
Wilhelm  and  Sarah  Smith  were  in  the 
hospital  last  week.  All  are  now  home, 

Eric  Mory,  Cloe  Cook,  Orda 
Glentzer  and  Dawn  Pierce  continue 
to  need  your  prayers  as  they  recover 
from  their  surgeries. 

Kathlyn  Banet  has  now  moved  to 
the  Renaissance  Village,  Rm  218.  The 
address  is:  650  S.  800  E-92,  46804. 
(Off  State  Rd.  14) 

V                                   J 

Vot/ri? 

GUQI7P 

ATTENTION! 

No  Youth  Group  On: 

November  23rd  &  30th 
Sign  -  up  for  baby-sitting  &  gift  Wrap- 
ping in  the  Fellowship  Hall! 

The  following  information  gives  us  a 
glimpse  of  this  special  treat  used  often 
during  the  holiday  season. 

The  golden-kemeled  pecan,  like  the 
turkey,  com,  peanuts,  tomatoes  and  pota- 
toes, is  a  native  American  contribution  to 
the  fine  foods  of  the  world-  Records  of 
Desoto  reveal  that  Indians  had  been  enjoy- 
ing tasty  nuts  of  the  "Pecan"  tree  long  be- 
fore Europeans  arrived  on  these  shores. 

This  stately  tree  grows  wild  in  the 
southern  United  States.  Varieties  which 
have  been  cultivated  and  improved  are 
called  "Papershells."  These  varieties  do 
not  grow  wild  but  are  planted  in  orchards 
and  carefully  cultivated.  These  are  avail- 
able now.  If  you  want  to  purchase  a  bag  or 
two  ,  please  call  church  office.  Also, 
watch  for  recipes  using  pecans  in  the  Tid- 
ings from  time  to  time. 

Attendance                  Budget  Needs             Actual  Giving 

Sunday  School               77 

November  16               154                            $3,523.88                          $2,343.75 

Year-to-date                172                         $162,098.68                         $146,929.37 
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THIS  WEEK 
THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  27 

HAPPY  THANKSGrVIWGl 

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  28 
OFFICE  CLOSED 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  29 
9:06  a.m.  Hanging  of  the  Greens 
10:00  am  Paraitheticd  Players 

SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  3f 
First  Sunday  m  Advent 
8:15  am  First  Worship  Service 
9tM  am  Sunday  School 
10*45  am  Second  Worahip  Service 
Coffee  Fellowship 

MONDAY,  DECEMBER  1 
Requisitions  Picked  up 
7:3ft  pm  Young  Adult  Orowp 

TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  2 
12:00  noon  DMA  Christinas  Party/ 

Carry-in  Luncheon 
6:30*7:3©  pm  Adventure  Clab  Par- 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  3 

6:00  p.m.  New  Pareat  Class  (Parlor) 
THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  4 
3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
8:00  pm.  Choir Rehearsal  with  F.U.M; 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  6 
1 M  pm>  Choir  Rehearsal 
3:00  pjn.  Margaret  PreefatTs  Piano 
RticitaKSaiKtnary) 


Taylor  Unhersity- 
Fort  Wayne  Campus 

and 

WBCL  Radio 

invite  you  to 

9fC6rfsfmos  Ce/ebraffon 

Saturday,  December  6t  7:30  pro 

Geiig  Activities  Center,  Fort  Wavue  Campus 

UK25  West  Rndbffl  Blvd. 
ST  all  seats  *  $6  chUdten,  seniors  mid  groups 

All  seats  m  general  sealing 

Tickets  am  mmkibU  tfweitgj! 
mt&  mm  Ommm  foofcttm. 

Reminder  to  Chancel  Choir 

Rehearsals  for  our  performance  with 
Faith  United  Methodist  and  the  Fort 
Wayne  Philharmonic  have  begun.  Each 
Thursday  at  $:0Q  p.m.  we  rehearse  at 
Faith  United  Methodist.  Be  There! 

Brian  Prechtt 
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What  Do  They  Do? 

Property  Committee: 

1  The  members  of  this  committee  shall 
consist  of  the  chairr^rson  and  at  least 
eight  (8),  but  not  more  than  twelve 
(12)*  persons*  The  chairperson  shall 
select  the  committee  members  in  con- 
sultation with  the  Lay  Leadership 
Committee,  Committee  members 
shall  serve  for  a  two  year  period  with 
members  sewing  no  more  than  two 
consecutive  terms  without  m  interval 
of  one  year, 

2  Members  of  this  committee  shall  be 
selected  on  the  basis  of  their  commit- 
ment to  Christ  and  their  desire  to 
maintain  a  building  which  provides  a 
place  for  worship,  fellowship,  educa- 
tion, and  service  within  our  congrega- 
tion and  the  outside  coirrniunity, 

3  Functions  of  Committee, 

a         De%reiop  an  effective  and  coordi- 
nated program  for  Property  needs 
expressed  in  terms  of  goals  and  or> 
jectives, 

b         Supervise  the  care,  repair*  protec- 
tion, and  inventory  of  the  church 
building*  grounds,  and  equipment. 

c        Project,  estimate,  and  supervise 
purchases  of  equipment  or  materi- 
als deemed  necessary  for  the  im- 
provement of  our  church  property, 

d        Maintain  adequate  insurance  cov- 


erage for  all  church  property  and 
w^rk  with  church  officers  on  tax 
exemption  and  on  other  matters. 
Administer  policies  on  building 
and  its  usage,  and  recommend  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees  such  poli- 
cies as  deemed  appropriate, 
Develop  plans  for  future  building 
and  grounds  improvements. 
Provide  for  annua!  evaluation  and 
reassessment  of  goals  and  objec- 
tives. 


DMA 

NOON  DEC  2nd 

As  the  song  goes,  "It's  beginning  to 
look  a  lot  like  Christmas  *  So  let's  have 
a  party!  Everyone  bring  a  gift  for  ex- 
change to  this  carry-in  luncheon,  See 
vou  there! 
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SERVING  NOVEMBER  30 
ELDERS 
8:15  a.m.   E.  Conrad  &  K.  Ohneck 
10:45  a.m.  S.  Hayes  &  J.  McGrew 

D1ACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.  M.  Crouse,  M.  Mullen,  J.  Ott, 
D.  Schuricht 

10:45  a.m.  G.  Baitz,  D.  Bohlen, 
J.  Bohlen,  S.  Brickley,  G.  Cole,  C.  Deck, 
L.  McFarland,  R.  Wise 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
NOVEMBER  30 

T.  Knuckles,  D.  Bohlen,  J.  Bohlen 
LAY  READERS 

8:15:  Diane  Mory 

10:45: 

COFFEE  FELLOWSHIP 
Wayne  &  Laura  Whitworth 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
NOVEMBER  27-DECEMBER  13 

Kris  Scort(l  1/27),  Danielle  Fa- 
vory(l  1/28),  Mary  Sue  Ludwig(l  1/28), 
Ken  Perkins(l  1/28),  Brent  Alexan- 
der(l  1/29),  Barbara  Bond(l  1/29),  Bethel 
Breeden(12/1),  Miles  Wilson(12/l),  Mil- 
dred Arruza(12/6),  Ethel  Richhart(12/6), 
Sue  Kerley(12/7),  Brenda  Proegler(12/7), 
Shelley  Sendelbach(  12/08),  Clifton  Bow- 
man(12/9)(89  yrs),  Jason  Prechtl(  12/09), 
Bill  Franklin(  12/10),  SaraDavis(12/12), 
DanMory(12/13)         ^r  ^ 
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Prayer  Request  for  "Walk  to  Bethlehem11 

That  "Walk  to  Bethlehem"  becomes  a  way  to  demonstrate  to  the 
community  that  there  is  HOPE  and  that  hope  is  in  JESUS  CHRIST. 


Pastor  Riggs  reminded  us  last 
Sunday  that  Advent  is  not  an  easy 
season.  Our  culture  makes  it  diffi- 
cult because  we  live  in  an  age  that 
expects  things  to  be  accomplished 
instantly.  A  time  of  preparation  is 
central  to  the  celebration  of  Christ- 
mas and  Advent  is  the  journey.  As 
we  prepare  for  "Walk  to  Bethle- 
hem", let  us  pray  that  our  journey 
to  Christmas  is  filled  with  confi- 
dence in  God's  promises  and  that 
we  can  demonstrate  to  the  commu- 
nity that  our  HOPE  is  is  JESUS 
CHRIST.  Do  you  know  someone 
who  needs  to  know  of  God's  love 


Jesus  is  our  Hope 


and  be  filled  with  HOPE?  Give  them 
a  personal  invitation  to  "Walk  to 
Bethlehem." 


tome  Home  for  Christmas 


Interim  Minister:  Rev.  BHIM.  Riggs 

interim  Associate  Minister:  Rev.  Ceorge  Bruckman 

4800  s.  Calhoun  street         Ft  Wayne,  IN  46807        744-3239 
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We  will  continue  our  pil- 
grimage toward  Bethlehem 
as  we  gather  for  worship  on 
the  second  Sunday  in  Ad- 
vent. We  will  continue  to 
be  led  by  the  beams  from 
the  Advent  star  as  we  move 
ever  closer  to  the  manger 
and  the  message  embodied 
there  for  the  whole  world  to 
hear. 
This  Sunday  I  will  be  preaching  on  the 
second  beam  from  the  advent  star,  the  ray 
of  peace.  For  several  years,  the  second 
Sunday  in  Advent  has  been  observed  as 
Peace  Sunday  in  the  Disciples  churches. 
It  seems  appropriate  to  focus  on  this 
theme  as  we  prepare  to  celebrate  the  birth 
of  One  who  was  to  be  called  "the  Prince 
of  Peace,." 

Ironically,  the  subject  of  peace  is  often 
seen  as  a  controversial  subject!  What 
could  be  more  central  to  our  faith  than  ... 
"turning  swords  into  plowshares  and 
spears  into  pruning  hooks?''  What  greater 
benediction  from  our  Lord  than  his  words 
in  the  beatitudes,  "blessed  are  the  peace- 
makers, for  they  shall  be  called  the  chil- 
dren of  God?" 

I  encourage  you  to  read  Micah  4:1-4 
and  Matthew  5: 1  -8  as  you  prepare  for 


worship  this  Sunday.  As  you  read  these 
passages,  ask  yourself  what  little  wars 
are  going  oh  inside  of  you  which  need 
your  attention.  I  suspect  that  all  of  us 
will  find  some  swords  and  some  spears 
which  need  to  be  converted  into  plow- 
shares and  pruning  hooks! 

Shalom, 

Pastor  Bill 


Come  Home  For  Christmas! 


^ank  you  for  the  thoughts,  concerns, 
prayers,  cards,  and  calls  at  the  time  of  my 
recent  short  stay  in  the  hospital.  S?  special 
thank  you  to  Castor  ^ill. 

WarytJDilbelm 
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'WALK  TO  BETHLEHEM" 

DRESS  REHEARSAL 
5  PM  SUNDAY 

AiP  ftiftfeFf«rtfe  zhmM  m&at  fn  ttei  tgnetiia?y  at 
&GG  PM.  ftixrSuMny,  Dmmtet  7f  1997. 
Wfi  *$l  rem*  toprfiet  bHufkj  Wort  pfng  to  am 
m$gl^§®m&gm^  Wi  (to  to  ba  finish^ 
by  6^30  P.M.  at  tftfetetigt.  Contsct  Sut  B^y 
afcaad  of  Hene  ta  i^ket  sjcmr  coftujmifc  On  Dectfiv 
btr  12  mt$Vifmm  asking  $1  rtsre  to  b&  In 
c»*tum£  m*A  fw  tfm  f^nd^iiy  by  6:1 5  P.M. 
Ihm  wPH  ba  a  time  af  pfftpt 
as  we  e&nttr  wmtatB  te  GodT  £ 
^s&ties  si  ffi«r  lit  may  esn- 
m$  Qaf 2  messap  of  Wof*^ 
Utfe  ancf  Pnacii  ts  those  «ho 


ON  THE  ROAD 


TO  BETHLEHEM 


Tlie  walk  isjust  a  week  away?  It  will 
take  place  oo  Friday  and  Saturday  nights, 
December  12th  and  13th  at  First  Christian 
Ctarcii  from  6:30  til  8:30|Xm. 

For  the  mxt  week  a  lot  of  promotion 
will  take  place  to  apprise  Fort  Wayne  of 
our  faith  and  inspiration  and  in  order  to 
present  a  gift  to  the  community,  This  will 
begin  at  2:30  pm  on  this  Saturday,  De- 
cember 6th  on  WLYV  Radio,  145»  AJVi 
Then  on  Tuesday  morning,  December  9th 
at  6:15  am  WANE-TV,  Ckmd  15,  will 
bring  its  live  cameras  to  the  church  for  an 
interview.  We  hope  to  have  many  east 


NEEDS  LISTS 
iWalk  to  Bethlehem! 


As  in  years  past,  we  are  in  need  of 
"ioans^  of  the  props  used  for  "The 
Walk",  The  following  is  our  list: 

Rugs:  Oriental-like  in  appearance  (or 
tapestries) 

Carpet  Bags/ Jute  Bags 

Baskets 

Pottery  fin  period"  appearance) 

OULMmps 

Candies  (large  -  not  tapers  or  votrves) 

Please  bring  your  loaned  items  before 
December  5th  arid  leave  them  near  the 
stage  in.  the  Fellowship  Hall 


Youth  Group: 


Youth  are  in  need  of  Wrapping  Paper 

tor  Christmas, 

If  you  have  extra  you  don't  need, 
bring  it  to  the  church  and  leave  it  in  the 
youth  room,  -  We  need  Tape  also! 


members  mere  in  costume  for  the  occa- 
sion. At  4:39  p*m*  that  same  day, 
WFCV  Radio,  1C90  on  the  dial  will 
broadcast  a  conversation  concerning  oar 
"Walk/*   Wednmduy\  December  1 0th  at 
9:M  am  another  interview  is  scheduled 
on  WJFX  Radio,  1B7JFM  Talk  radio 
WGL,  1254AM,,  will  feature  a  "Walk" 
talk  at  12:30pm  that  same  day. 

Tune  in  and  pledge  to  do  a  fine  inspi- 
rational  job  when  we  "Walk  to  Bethle- 
hem" on  the  12th  and  1 3th! 
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CHRISTMAS 
POINSETTIAS 

We  will  be  deco- 
rating again  this  year 
with  poinsettias. 
They  will  all  be  red  in 
a  6  1/2"  pot.   Cost  is 
$10.00. 

If  you  would  like 
to  give  a  poinsettia  in  memory  of 
someone  or  in  honor  of  someone, 
please  state  that  below.  If  you  choose 
to  take  your  plant  home,  please  do  so 
after  the  service  on  December  24. 

Place  your  check  for  $10.00  -  or  for 
however  many  you  want  -  in  the  offer- 
ing plate  or  mail  to  the  church  office 
along  with  the  order  blank  below.  Or- 
ders will  be  accepted  until  December 
14. 


Wo  Time  to  Wrap  Presents'?*^ 
Mo  Time  to  Shop  Without  Kids? 

The  youth  at  First  Christian  will  be  offering 
baby-sitting  and  gift  wrapping  on  the  following 
dates: 

December  6  1-5  pm 

December  13  &1 4  1-5  pm 

December  20  &21  1-5  pm 

^\  Rates  will  be: 

$1.00/hour  per  child 


°/ 


a*x\^X         **50  per  package  wrapped 

Snacks  &  drinks  will  be  provided. 
Please  sign-up  in  the  fellowship  Hall  or  just 
show  up. 

Tell  a  Friend!!! 


i    Poinsettias 


DONATED  BY: 


IN  HONOR  OF 


IN  MEMORY  OF: 


I  WILL  PICK  UP  AFTER  WORSHIP 
PLEASE  GIVE  TO  A  SHUT-IN 


2/24 


B. 


PAGE  FIVE 


TIDINGS 


DECEMBER  3, 1997 


What  Do  They  Do? 

Outreach  and  Service  Committee 

1 .  The  members  of  this  committee  shall 
consist  of  the  chairperson  and  at  least 
eight  (8),  but  not  more  than  twelve 
(12),  persons.  The  chairperson  shall 
select  the  committee  members  in  con- 
sultation with  the  Lay  Leadership 
Committee.  Committee  members  shall 
serve  for  a  two  year  period  with  mem- 
bers serving  no  more  than  two  consec- 
utive terms  without  an  interval  of  one 
year. 

2.  Members  of  this  committee  shall  be 
selected  on  the  basis  of  their  commit- 
ment to  Christ  and  his  ministry  to  oth- 
ers; their  recognition  of  and  concern 

c 

d 

e 
f 

nities  for  personal  involvement  to 
meet  concrete  human  needs  in  the 
community. 

.    Initiate  study  programs  to  deal  with 
social  issues,  political  and  commu- 
nity problems,  especially  those  con- 
cerns suggested  through  denomina- 
tional or  ecumenical  channels. 

.    Undergird  outreach  support  and  giv- 
ing through  education  and  informa- 
tion both  on  a  continuing  basis  and 
through  Disciple  special  day  obser- 
vances. 

.    Develop  and  administer  the  Outreach 
and  Service  budget  of  the  congrega- 
tion. 

Provide  for  annual  evaluation  and  re- 
assessment of  goals  and  objectives. 

for  the  needs  of  all  persons;  and  their 
ability  to  encourage  and  enable  the 
wider  ministry  of  the  congregation  in 
community,  region,  nation,  and  world. 

3 .    Functions  of  Committee 

a.    Develop  an  effective  and  coordinated 

program  of  Christian  outreach  and  ser- 
vice for  the  entire  church  expressed  in 
terms  of  goals  and  objectives, 
b.    Focus  the  responsibilities  and  opportu- 

Ruth  Truesdeli  was  in  the 

hospital  again  last  week  for  her 
bronchitis.  She  went  home  Sunday. 

1                                                       J 

Attendance                  Budget  Needs             Actual  Giving 

November  23              200                            $3,523.88                           $3,025.10 
Year-to-date                172                        $165,622.36                        $149,988.47 
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MARK  YOUR 
CALENDARS 


THIS  WEEK 
THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  4 

3;4Sh&:0O  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
5:10  pjn+  CarilloB  Rehearml 
7:30-9:30  pumu  Choir  Rehearsal  at  Faith 

United  Methodist 
SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  6 
1 :00-5  M  p.m.  Yooth  Baby^ittktg  & 

Gift  Wrapping 
1 :09pm  Choir  Rehearsal. 
3:0©  ptm*  Margaret  PftchtTs  Student 

Recital  (Sanctuary) 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  7 
Second  Sunday  in  Advent 
8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 
9:30  am  Sunday  School 
10.45  a  jd.  Second  Worship  Service 
Coffee  Fellowship 
5m  p.m.  *WaIk"  Dress  Rebeansal 

MONDAY,  DECEMBER  8 
7:30  p.m,  Young  Adult  Group 

TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  9 
6:15  WANE  interview 
9:00  am.  Sewing  Group 
6:3©  p,m.  Administrative  Board 
1:M  p.m.  Board  of  Trustees 
WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  10 
Requisitions  Picked  up 
12:30  p.m.  WGL  Radio  Interview 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  11 
3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
7:30  p«m<  Choir  Rehearsal  with  F.UJ4 


Taylor  University- 
Fort  Wayne  Campas 

and 

WBCL  Radio 

invite  you  to 

bfi  Christmas  Cekbmtion 

Saturday,  December  6,  7  JO  pm 

Qmg  Activities  Center,  Fori  Wtyne  Gaogiaa 

1025  West  atidisill  Blvd. 

$1  ail  seats  *  $6  dnldkiai,  seniors  and  groups 

All  mm  are  umml  grating 

Tickets  se  aiwlaWe  tikrcsa&h 

tufw  Ummm$  Ritimum  Office 

45&1 1 M ,  &LL 32296;  tms^m  bactatrev 

md  mm&mmiwi  tedcateML 


Come  Home  For  Christmas! 


gS^qjgg?   ■    | 


—  =-—     '-: 


Correction  fbrF.U.M.  Rehearsals 

Rehearsals  for  our  performance  with 
Faith  United  Methodist  and  the  Fort 
Wayne  Philtarrrmk  have  begun.  Each 
TbnnAvgt  7*M*9*M  p*mn  we  retear^ 
at  Faith  United  Methodist.  There  will 
also  be  a  rehearsal  Saturday,  'Dec.  Wf 
!(M2n.  Peace, 

Brian  Prechtl 
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REMEMBER  OUR 
HOME£CXJND> 

REMEMBER  OUR  SHUT-INS  IN  YOUR  PRAYERS 

IN  NURSING  HOMES  &  RETIREMENT  HOMES: 

The  Arbors,  2827  Northgate  Blvd.   46835 

Fern  Kenline,  Room  202 

Freda  Flaugh,  Room  301 

Courtland  Health  &  Rehabilitation  Center,  3555  Spy  Run  Ext.   46805 

Ardith  Wrisk,  Room  217 

Covington  Manor  Nursing  Center,  5700  Wilkie  Dr.  46804 

Lucille  Branstrator 

Grace  Village  Retirement  Community,  Box  337,  Winona  Lake,  IN  46590 

Beuiah  Timmons,  Room  417 

Kingston  Residence,  7515  Winchester  Road  46819 

Valetta  Parlette,  Room  410 

Lutheran  Home,  6723  S.  Anthony  Blvd.   46816 

Velma  Hechler,  Room  1 16 

Sarah  Smith,  Room  C356 

Mariner  Health  Care  Center,  4430  Elsdale  Drive  46835 

Bernice  Montgomery,  Room  201 

Ossian  Health  Care,  215  Davis  Road,  Ossian,  IN  46774 

Dorothy  Green.  Room  301 A 

Riverbend,  7519  Winchester  Road  46819 

Lou  Simmons,  Room  105-2 

Renaissance  Village.   650  S.  800  E-92  46804 

*Kathlyn  Banet,  Room  218 

*  Raymond  (Room  104)  &  Mildred  (Room  118)  Sarrazin 

St.  Anne's  Nursing  Home,  1900  Randalia  Drive   46805 

Ressie  Ehresman,  Room  324-B 

Townhouse  Health  Center,  2209  St.  Joe  Center  Road   46825 

Lola  Miller.  Room  203 

AT  HOME: 

Jack  &  Emma  Phillips,  1737  Godfrey  Road   46819 

Lila  Russell.  3936  Irene  Court   46808 

Coleen  Wilcoxson  &  Orda  Glentzer,  746  Candlelite  Court  46807 

Charles  Wrisk.  259  E.  Sherwood  Terrace   46807 

Andv  Cook.  1  1335  Gonewer  Drive   46845 
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SERVING  DECEMBER  7 
ELDERS 
8:15  a.m.  A.  Moll  &  G.  Bruckman 
10:45  a.m.  B.  Franklin  &  G.  Klepfer 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.  J.  Arnold,  M.  Bier,  C.  Davis, 
D.  Keebortz,  T.  Knuckles 
10:45  a.m.   S.  Brey,  L.  Brey,  M. 
Deck,  L.  Deck,  E.  Gorman,  H. 
Mathis,  E.  Rieke,  L.  Whitworth,  W. 
Whitworth 
COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
DECEMBER  7  &  14 
J.  Ott,  L.  McFarland,  E.  Rieke 
HOMEBOUND  COMMUNION 
J.  Ohneck  &  M.  Crouse,  J.  Church  &  D. 
Bohlen,  Bob  Bier  &  J.  Bohlen,  J.  Mey  & 
S.  Brickley 

LAY  READERS 
8:15:  Katie  Moll 
10:45: 

COFFEE  FELLOWSHIP 
Linda  Deck  &  Margaret  Prechtl 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
DECEMBER  6-20 

Mildred  Arruza(  1 2/6),  Ethel  Rich- 
hart(12/6),  Sue  Kerley(12/7),  Brenda 
Proegler(12/7),  Shelley  Sendel- 
bach(  12/08),  Clifton  Bowman(12/9)(89 
yrs),  Jason  Prechtl(  12/09),  Bill 
Franklin(  12/10),  Sara  Davis(12/12),  Dan 
Mory(12/13),  Erin  Brosey(12/16),  Amy 
Zimmerman(12/16),  Graham  Baugh- 
man(12/17),  Jacob  Smelser(12/18),  Tim 
Knuckles(12/19),  Lindsay  Medlin(12/18), 
Diana  Blomeke(  12/20),  Sara  Brey(  12/20), 
Tammy  Ott(  12/20) 


GfiQtJPATTFMTinMI 


Sign  -  up  for  baby-sitting  &  gift  Wrap- 
ping in  the  Fellowship  Hall! 
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Prayer  Request  for  "Walk  to  Bethlehem11 

That  "Walk  to  Bethlehem"  becomes  a  way  to  demonstrate 
to  the  community  that  there  can  be  PEACE  on  earth. 


Last  Sunday  was  Peace  Sunday 
and  Pastor  Riggs  lifted  up 
Micah's  appeal  to  hammer 
swords  into  plows  and  spears 
into  pruning  knives.  Shalom  is 
God's  vision  of  peace  and  we 
were  challenged  to  have  the 
courage  to  seek  it  in  spite  of  the 
pressures  of  society  to  accept 
war  and  violence  as  inevitable. 
As  we  pray  to  the  "Prince  of 
Peace",  let  us  pray  that  "Walk  to 
Bethlehem"  may  reflect  our  de- 
sire to  be  peacemakers  in  our 
troubled  world. 


interim  Minister:  Rev.  BHIM.  Riggs 

interim  Associate  Minister:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  S.  Calhoun  street         Ft  Wayne,  IN  46807         744-3239 
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The  "Walk  To  Bethlehem" 
is  obviously  an  important 
event  in  the  life  of  First 
Christian  Church.  I  first 
heard  about  it  in  my  initial 
telephone  interview  with  the 
Search  Committee  back  in 
August.  I  have  enjoyed  the 
opportunity  to  work  with 
Judy  Church  and  her  fine 
committee  as  they  make 
preparations  for  this  special  gift  to  our 
community.  The  time  is  now  upon  us  and 
1  eagerly  await  experiencing  and  partici- 
pating in  the  "Walk"  this  Friday  and  Satur- 
day evenings. 

We  will  continue  to  focus  on  the  theme, 
"Beams  From  the  Advent  Star"  during  our 
worship  services  during  Advent.  I  will  be 
preaching  on  "The  Ray  of  Love"  as  we 
gather  for  worship  this  Sunday.  The  ray  of 
love  is  one  of  the  brightest  beams  from  the 
Advent  star.  It  bursts  upon  the  darkened 
landscape  of  human  rebellion  with  a  bright 
and  piercing  light.  For  those  who  are 
watching  and  waiting  for  God's  revelation, 
it  is  indeed  a  starburst  of  Incredible  magni- 
tude. 

We  will  explore  this  unfolding  drama 
of  God's  love  as  we  worship  this  Sunday. 
Please  read  Rosea  14:1-7  and 


John  3:16-21  in  preparation  for  this  en- 
counter with  God's  patient  and  redeem- 
ing love. 

Shalom, 

Pastor  Bill 


Come  Home  For  Christmas! 


NOTICE! 
['WALK  TO  BETHLEHEM 


We  are  asking  those  people 
who  are  participating  in  this  joy- 
ous celebration  to  meet  at  the 
church  by  5:30  p.m.  on  the  date 
you  have  been  assigned.  We  will 
need  all  actors  to  be  in  costume 
and  in  the  SANCTUARY  by  6:15 
p.m.  on  Friday,  December  12  and 
Saturday  December  13.  There 
will  be  a  time  of  prayer  as  we  cen- 
ter ourselves  in  God's  presence  so 
that  we  may  convey  God's  mes- 
sage of  Hope,  Love  and  Peace  to 
those  who  come. 
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Watch  "Walk  to  Bethlehem" 
on  Public  TV! 

Members  of  P/rct  Christian  can  relive  the  inspi- 
ration of  our  uWalk  to  Bethlehem"  right  u|>  until 
Christmas  Day,  even  though  this  year's  walk  will 
be  over. 

Some  members  of  the  cast  of  "Walk  to  Bethle- 
hem" have  taped  a  30  minute  program  for  public 
access  TV  (Cable  Channel  10),  The  program  will 
be  shown  £  times  between  now  and  Christmas. 
Watch  for  it  and  let  others  know  about  it! 

Schedule  for  "Walk  to  Bethlehem"  segment  on 
Cable  Channel  10: 

Monday,  December  15:  6:20  P.M. 

Tuesday,  December  1 6:  6:00  P.M. 

Thursday,  December  1?:  10:20  P.M. 

friday,  December  19:  11:20  A.M. 

Saturday,  December  20:  7:20  P.M. 

Wednesday,  December  24  6:00  P.M. 

Thursday,  December  25  6:00  P.M. 


SIBaArD6H 


IP 


AJCAMPAIGN 
/fix     UP[WE 

The  door  is  still  open  for  any  who 
wish  to  provide  pledges  for  the  coming 
year.  We  have  to  date  received,  either 
by  word  or  commitment,  a  pledged  bud- 
get of  $134,924.  This  information  will 
be  given  to  the  finance  committee  on 
Tuesday,  December  9,  1 997.  They  will 
in  turn  review  our  total  giving  package 
and  establish  our  working  budget  for 
1998.  Our  total  working  budget  will  in- 
clude your  pledges  and  the  gifts  we  re- 
ceived from  non-pledges.  Not  all  pledge 
cards  are  in.  However,  we  expect  only 
10  or  12  more. 

We  thank  all  that  have  been  support- 
ive of  our  church  by  making  their  pledge 
for  the  coming  year.  It  makes  planning 
for  the  year  more  realistic. 


Come  Home  For  Christmas! 


Attendance 

Sunday  School  82 

November  3  0  168 

Year-to-date  172 


Budget  Needs 

$3,523.88 
$169,146.24 


Actual  Giving 

$2,046.57 
$152,035.04 
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ORDER  CHRISTMAS 
POINSETTIAS  NOW! 

We  will  be  deco- 
rating again  this  year 
with  poinsettias. 
They  will  ail  be  red  in 
a  6  1/2"  pot.  Cost  is 
$10.00. 

If  you  would  like 
to  give  a  poinsettia  in  memory  of 
someone  or  in  honor  of  someone, 
please  state  that  below.  If  you  choose 
to  take  your  plant  home,  please  do  so 
after  the  service  on  December  24. 

Place  your  check  for  $10.00  -  or 
for  however  many  you  want  -  in  the 
offering  plate  or  mail  to  the  church  of- 
fice along  with  the  order  blank  below. 
ORDERS  WILL  BE  ACCEPTED 
UNTIL  SUNDAY. 


Mo  Time  to  Wrap  Presents'? 
Mo  Time  to  Shop  Without  Kids'? 

The  youth  at  First  Christian  will  be  offering 
baby-sitting  and  gift  mapping  on  the  following 
dates: 

December  12  &14  1-5  pm 

December  20  &21  1-5  |>m 

Rates  will  be: 
4  tf^\  $1  .OO/hour  per  child 

V^  <£         $.50  per  package  wrapped 
V^X         Snacks  &  drinks  will  be  provided. 
Please  sign-up  in  the  fellowship  Hall  or  |usf 
show  up. 

Tell  a  friend!!! 


"Poinsettias 

DONATED  BY: 


IN  HONOR  OF 


IN  MEMORY  OF 


I  WILL  PICK  UP  AFTER  WORSHIP  12/24 
PLEASE  GIVE  TO  A  SHUT-IN 
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What  Do  They  Do? 

Evangelism  Committee 

1  The  members  of  this  committee  shall 
consist  of  the  chairperson  and  at  least 
eight  (8),  but  not  more  than  twelve 
(12),  persons.  The  chairperson  shall 
select  the  committee  members  in  con- 
sultation with  the  Lay  Leadership 
Committee.  Committee  members  shall 
serve  for  a  two  year  period  with  mem- 
bers serving  no  more  than  two  consec- 
utive terms  without  an  interval  of  one 
year. 

2  Members  of  this  committee  shall  be 
selected  on  the  basis  of  their  commit- 
ment to  Christ,  their  enthusiasm  as  a 
witness,  and  their  ability  to  inspire  oth- 
ers in  their  efforts  to  bring  persons  to 
Christ  and  his  Church. 

3  Functions  of  committee 

a    Develop  on  effective  and  coordinated 
program  of  evangelism  for  the  entire 
church  expressed  in  terms  of  goal  and 
objectives. 

b    Develop  a  climate  of  concern  through- 
out the  entire  program  of  the  congrega- 
tion for  winning  uncommitted  persons 
to  Christ. 

c  Select  and  train  members  to  become 
more  effective  callers. 

d  Immerse  the  entire  evangelistic  con- 
cern of  the  congregation  in  the  disci- 
pline of  prayer. 


Discover  ways  to  build  the  prospec- 
tive member  list  and  nurture  uncom- 
mitted persons,  leading  to  confession 
of  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior,  and 
commitment  to  his  Church. 
Initiate  through  various  media  an 
awareness  of  the  life  and  program  of 
the  congregation. 

Provide  for  annual  evaluation  and  re- 
assessment of  goals  and  objectives. 


@6mt4Aht&  memonieA  of  a  Ufc  tvtfi  Uved  a*4 
c&tfcdeHt  of  <m  eternal  foumtftA  achieved.  <ve  neaen.- 
t&dete  40PM*  at  dte  <Uat&  of  &tf  Stouct  '4  mottm 
ch  @&tfoal  India**  ok  Ifantdaq.  *Dece*n6ei  4  and 
offet  owt  4<fmfratA^  <md  ftn4qei4  fo  601  46*  and  6& 


Please  pray  for  Betty  Grimm's 
mother.  She  fell  last  week  and  broke 
her  hip. 

Remember  Dianne  Dunn  and  her 
family  as  they  prepare  to  move  during 
this  very  busy  time  of  year. 
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THIS  WEEK 
THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  11 

5:30  p.m.  Carillon  Rehearsal 
7:30-9:30  p.m.  Choir  Rehearsal  at  Faith 
United  Methodist 
FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  12 
6:30-8:30  pm  Walk  to  Bethlehem 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  13 
10:00-12:00  n.  Choir  Rehearsal  at 

Faith  United  Methodist 
1 :00-5:00  p.m.  Youth  Baby-sitting  & 

Gift  Wrapping 
6:30-8:30  pm  Walk  to  Bethlehem 
SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  14 
Third  Sunday  in  Advent 
8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 
9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School 
10.45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
Coffee  Fellowship 

1:00-5:00  p.m.  Youth  Baby-sitting  & 
Gift  Wrapping 
MONDAY,  DECEMBER  15 
7:30  p.m.  Young  Adult  Group 

TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  16 
9:30  a.m.  Rachel  Group  at  Elizabeth 

DulFs  house 
6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club  Parents 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  18 
3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
6:30  p.m.  Choir  Rehearsal  with  Philhar 
monic  Orchestra 


cForfclV^riG 

Philharmonic 

Community  Concert 


David  Borsvold,  Conductor 

William  Skoog,  Guest  Conductor 

Sunday,  December  21, 1997 

3:00  p.m. 

Faith  United  Methodist  Church 

Jack  Scott,  Pastor 

207  East  Dewald  Street 

(Corner  of  Clinton  &  Dewald) 

Featuring  *  Faith  United  Methodist  Church  Choir 

*  First  Christian  Church  Choir 

*  Turner  Chapel  A.M.E.Choir 

*  IPFW  University  Singers 

*  River  City  Rhythm  Men's  Chorus. 

Please  bring  a  non-perishable  food  item  for 

donation  to  Community  Harvest  Food  Bank 


F.U.M.  Rehearsals 

Rehearsals  for  our  performance  with 
Faith  United  Methodist: 

Thursday  Dec  11,  7:30-9:30  p.m. 
Saturday,  Dec.  13, 10-12n. 
Thursday,  Dec.  18  6:30  p.m. 

-with  Philharmonic  Orchestra 
Sunday,  Dec.  21,  3:00  p.m. 
Performance 
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REHABILITATION  HOSPITAL 

OF  FORT  WAYNE 
VOLUNTEER  OPPORTUNITY 

Volunteers  have  always  played  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  tradition  of  excellence 
at  the  Rehabilitation  Hospital  of  Fort 
Wayne.  We  invite  you  to  contribute  your 
time  and  talent  to  the  hospital. 

Rehabilitation  Hospital  of  Fort  Wayne 
is  a  physical  rehabilitation  facility  provid- 
ing a  variety  of  therapies  on  both  an  inpa- 
tient and  outpatient  basis. 

Volunteers  have  their  choice  of  place- 
ment throughout  the  hospital  to  supple- 
ment the  services  of  our  staff  and  to  pro- 
vide the  extras  that  make  patient  care 
more  personal. 

For  further  information  on  how  to  join 
the  volunteer  program,  contact  Deborah 
Giardina,  Director  of  Volunteer  services 
at  434-7142. 


[JANUARY  CALENDAR  DATE$ 

DUE  NOW! 


If  you  want  meetings  or  activities 
noted  on  the  January  calendar  please 
make  sure  the  secretary  has  them 
ASAP.  We  would  like  to  have  the  cal- 
endar ready  by  next  Friday  so  it  can 
be  mailed  before  the  new  year. 
Thank  you. 


DID 

YOU 

KNOW 


m 

Did  you  know that  there  will  be 

LIVE  animals  at  our  "Walk  to  Bethle- 
hem"? Thank  you  to  Dick  Mey  &  Char- 
lie Hatten  for  making  this  possible! 

Did  you  know. that  Dianne  Dunn, 

our  church  secretary,  and  her  family  will 
be  moving  the  beginning  of  February? 
Dianne' s  husband  Steve  has  been  called 
to  pastor  a  church  in  Celina,  Ohio.  They 
has  been  serving  the  Anthony  Wayne 
Church  of  God  for  the  last  14  years. 
(If  you  have  any  tidbits  for  our  new  arti- 
cle entitled,  "Did  You  Know"  call  the 
church  office  by  Mondays  at  noon). 


PRAYER  SEMINAR 

HERE! 

FEBRUARY  1, 1998 

Afternoon 

Rev.  Maribeth  Blackman 

(DHM  staff) 

????  call  Kris  Ohneck 

(home  447-2833)  (work  461-2883) 
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SERVING  DECEMBER  14 
ELDERS 
8:15  a.m.   J.  Church  &  J.  Ohneck 
10:45  a.m.  D.  Heimann  &  C.  Hatten 

DIACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.  M.  Grouse,  M.  Mullen,  J.  Ott, 

D.  Schuricht 
10:45  a.m.   C.  Falbe,  J.  Franklin, 
L.  Heimann,  M.  McDougle, 
O.  McDougle,  K.  Scott,  L.  Stover, 
L.  Vandergriff, 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 

DECEMBER  14 

J.  Ott,  L.  McFarland,  E.  Rieke 

LAY  READERS 

8:15  a.m.  Sue  Knuckles 

10:45  a.m. 

COFFEE  FELLOWSHIP 
Charles  &  Jean  McGrew 
ADVENT  CANDLE  LIGHTERS 
8:15  a.m.  Bob  &  Marty  Bier 
10:45  a.m.  Brey  Family 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
DECEMBER  13-31 

Dan  Mory(13),  Erin  Brosey(16),  Amy 
Zimmerman(16),  Graham  Baughman(17), 
Jacob  Smelser(18),  Tim  Knuckles(19), 
Lindsay  Medlin(18),  Diana  Blomeke(20), 
Sara  Brey(20),  Tammy  Ott(20),  Mick- 
ieann  Martz(22),  Jacob  Quinn(23),  Bill 
Crouse(24)(91  years),  Michael 
0,Laughlin(24),  Wardell  Bradford(25), 
Elizabeth  Dull(26),  Carolyn  Falbe(26), 
Tara  Grier(27),  Marsha  Hackenberg(27), 
Michele  Reeves(27),  Paul  Fisher(28), 
John  Mathis(28),  Sarah  Smith(28),  Lucille 
Branstrator(29),  Todd  McBride(31) 

lUOtJPATTFMTinMI 


Remember  baby-sitting  & 
Gift  Wrapping  this  weekend  &  next! 
Have  YOU  signed  up?  Be  There! 
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Christmas  Worship  at  First  Christian 


j£>: 


"<> 


SUNDAY 
DECEMBER  21 

Morning  Worship  at 

8:15  and  10:45  A.M. 

Sermon:  "Beams  From  the 

Advent  Star: 

The  Ray  of  Joy" 

9:30  A.M. 

Church  School  Classes  for  All 

Ages 


CHRISTMAS  EVE 


7:00  P.M.  Family 
Christmas  Eve  Worship 


The  children  of  the  church  will  help  tell  the  story 

of 
Jesus'  birth  through  pageantry  and  song 

11:00  P.M.  Christmas  Eve 
Candlelight  Communion 

Join  with  other  members  of  your 

church  family  as  we  celebrate  again 

God's  coming  to  us 

in 

Jesus  Christ  our  Lord! 


interim  Minister.  Rev.  BHIM.  Riggs 

interim  Associate  Minister:  Rev.  George  Bruckman 

4800  £  calhom  street        Ft  Wayne,  in  46807        744-3239 
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What  a  wonderful  Advent 
week-end  at  First  Christian 
Church!  So  many  of  our 
members,  young  and  old 
alike  were  involved  in  the 
"Walk  to  Bethlehem."  In 
addition  to  those  who 
shared  in  the  pageantry  of 
the  two  evenings,  many 
more  were  involved  in 
"behind  the  scenes,"  activi- 
ties such  as  planning,  recruiting,  making 
costumes,  locating  sheep,  goats  and  a 
donkey,  creating  the  Bethlehem  Market, 
serving  refreshments,  leading  worship 
etc.,  etc.  It  was  good  to  hear  so  many  ex- 
pressions of  appreciation  from  those  who 
shared  in  the  event.  It  is  a  wonderful  gift 
to  our  community  and  I  hope  it  will  con- 
tinue to  be  an  important  Advent  ministry 
of  First  Christian  for  years  to  come. 
This  Sunday  will  be  observed  as 
"Christmas  Sunday"  at  First  Christian 
Church.  I  will  be  lifting  up  the  theme  of 
joy  as  we  worship  on  Sunday  morning. 
The  final  sermon  in  the  Advent  Series, 
"Beams  From  the  Advent  Star"  will  focus 
on  the  ray  of  joy  which  touches  our  lives 
in  so  many  ways  and  illumines  the  path- 
way of  our  continuing  journey  of  faith. 


We  will  have  two  worship  experi- 
ences on  Christmas  Eve.  The  7:00  p.m. 
service  is  designed  especially  for  fami- 
lies and  the  children  of  the  church  will 
help  us  reclaim  some  of  the  magic  of 
Christmas  as  they  share  in  the  worship 
during  this  service.  We  will  have  the  tra- 
ditional Christmas  Eve  Candlelight  Com- 
munion Service  at  1 1 :00  p.m.    At  that 
service  we  will  sing  some  of  the  great 
music  of  Christmas,  share  in  some  reflec- 
tions of  the  coming  of  Christ  into  our 
world,  share  in  the  symbolic  lighting  of 
candles  and  conclude  with  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  communion  of  the  Lord's 
Supper. 

Plan  to  share  in  these  special  worship 
services.  Become  reflectors  of  the  great 
themes  of  hope,  peace,  love  and  joy  as 
you  worship  God,  celebrate  anew  the 
birth  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  and  bear 
witness  to  fuller,  richer  meanings  of  this 
season. 

Shalom, 

Pastor  Bill 


Come  Home  For  Christmasl 
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Watch  "Walk  to  Bethlehem" 
on  Public  TV! 

Member  of  Piret  Christian  can  relive  the  inspi- 
ration of  our  "Walk  to  Bethlehem"  right  up  until 
Christmas  Day,  even  though  this  year's  walk  is 
over. 

Some  members  of  the  cast  of  "Walk  to  Bethle- 
hem" have  taped  a  20  minute  program  for  public 
access  TV  (Cable  Channel  10).  The  program  will 
be  shown  5  times  between  now  and  Christmas. 
Watch  for  it  and  let  others  know  about  it! 

Schedule  for  "Walk  to  Bethlehem"  segment  on 
Cable  Channel  10: 

Thursday,  December  1?:  10:20  P.M. 

Friday,  December  19:  1 1:20  A.M. 

Saturday,  December  20:  7:20  P.M. 

Wednesday,  December  24  6:00  P.M. 

Thursday,  December  25  6:00  P.M. 


Memories  of 
Walk  to  Bethlehem 

What  are  your  most  vivid 
memories  of  "Walk  to  Bethle- 
hem" 1997?  Mine  include  the 
angels  in  Scene  I  freezing  to 
death  on  Friday  night,  the  lit- 
tlest angel  in  scene  III  on  Satur- 
day night  bouncing  in  excite- 
ment to  Gloria  and  the  woman 
"tourist"  who  returned  on  Sat- 
urday and  brought  her  husband. 
More  than  85  people  partici- 
pated and  made  it  all  possible. 
Let's  not  forget  them!  What  do 
you  remember? 

Sunday,  December  21, 1997 
there  will  be  2  showings  of  the 
video  that  Angie  Quinn  made 
Saturday  night,  December  14.  It 
will  also  include  a  brief  portion 
of  Friday  night's  Walk.  The 
video  will  be  shown  in  Fellowship 
Hall  from  9:00  to  9:30  a.m.  and 
immediately  following  the  10:45 
Worship  Service. 


Sunday  School 
December  7 
Year-to-date 


Attendance 

63 

183 

172 


Budget  Needs 

$3,523.88 
$172,670.00 


Actual  Giving 

$8,060.33 
$160,104.37 
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The  First  Christian 
Church  Board  of  Di- 
rectors has  contracted 
with  K.  Brynolf  Lyon, 
Professor  at  CTS,  for  a 
consultation  with  the 
Elders  and  the  Search  Committee  as  part 
of  the  process  to  call  a  senior  Minister  for 
the  Church.  Dr.  Lyon  will  meet  with 
these  groups  on  January  6  and  will  pre- 
pare a  report  for  the  church. 

The  congregation  will  be  invited  to 
participate  in  an  informal  small  group 
process  directed  by  Interim  Pastor  Riggs. 
This  will  be  a  time  to  communicate  your 
hopes  and  concerns  as  the  church  makes 
plans  for  the  work  that  lies  ahead.  Pastor 
Riggs  will  compile  the  results  of  these 
meetings  and  prepare  a  report  for  the 
church.  This  will  be  useful  in  the  process 
of  calling  a  new  minister.  I  expect  that 
these  meetings  will  be  conducted  before 
the  middle  of  February. 

I  want  to  thank  everyone  who  helped 
make  the  uWalk  to  Bethlehem"  a  success 
again  this  year.  Sharing  the  Christmas 
message  with  our  neighbors  and  to  each 
other  is  a  wonderful  gift.  May  your 
Christmas  this  year  be  filled  with  Joy  and 
Thanksgiving. 

Roger  Moll 
Board  Moderator 


ONVX  2  Presents  WrapH'r 
Shopping  Done*? 

No<?  YOU  MEED  HELP! 

For  only  two  more  days  baby-sitting 
and  gift  wrapping  will  be  available  thanks 
to  the  First  Christian  Youth,    Don't  miss 
your  chance! 
This  Saturday  &  Sunday  1-5  pm 

Rates  will  be: 
$1.00/hour  per  child 
$.50  per  package  wrapped 
Snacks  &  drinks  will  be  provided. 
Come  &  Bring  All  Your  Friends! 

^   Q)ear-  OSrotAer^  <Sc  Ulsters,  * 

\         &~Ae&e-  ar&Ju&&  a,Jeich  /ine&  to-  tAanhaou>  / 
so-  awcA/Jur-  tA&  concem/jfoas sAotoed a/>out> 

\   oar  kraA& ftro/dews.  £TAanA&>  to-  Pod/  tov  /  ) 

joand tna£  tn&  anea  u>ere>  on/u; frozen/  and  * 

\  Ja&  ^  adzb^  s#m&  6raj^^  j 

»  ^rooYe^  oKi&  taAen  care  of:  jtyain,  37uinA&  1 

\  to- Mod/  y 

2         $ also-  uxznted to-  tedjfoa/,  &rot/ier&  &  J  i 

^  dister&,  tAat^area^en/oyoetnyafiaoar'  > 

^   cAarc/i/.  May  ffod /des&j/ou>  a/land  aUov  1 

^  jfou  a,  Merry,  (jAriMma^  and 'a,  9l2tfifty  J/eah  > 

\    9/ear-/  / 

^  (^e&ri&  ffC.     &,  ^oaya/^n/  &tca&  J 
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What  Do  They  Do? 

Stewardship  Committee 

1  The  members  of  this  committee  shall 
consist  of  the  chairperson  and  at  least 
eight  (8),  but  not  more  than  twelve 
(12),  persons.  The  chairperson  shall 
select  the  committee  members  in  con- 
sultation with  the  Lay  Leadership 
Committee.  Committee  members 
shall  serve  for  a  two  year  period  with 
members  serving  no  more  than  two 
consecutive  terms  without  an  interval 
of  one  year. 

2  Members  of  this  committee  shall  be 
selected  on  the  basis  of  their  commit- 
ment to  Christ  as  expressed  in  per- 
sonal stewardship,  ability  to  handle 
stewardship  records,  and  ability  to 
stimulate  stewardship  in  the  congre- 
gation. 

3  Functions  of  committee 

a     Develop  on  effective  and  coordi- 
nated program  of  stewardship  for 
the  entire  church  expressed  in 
terms  of  goal  and  objectives. 

b     Initiate  and  recommend  a  program 
which  will  stimulate  interest  and 
participation  in  the  total  steward- 
ship ministry  of  the  congregation. 

d    Promote  various  aspects  of  Chris- 
tian stewardship  such  as  family 
budgeting,  wills,  tithing  and  ser- 
vice projects. 


Recommend  procedures  for  inter- 
preting the  total  program  of  the 
congregation  and  for  enlisting  the 
financial  participation  of  all  mem- 
bers 

Provide  for  annual  evaluation  and 
reassessment  of  goals  and  objec- 
tives. 
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Joy  that  so  many  were  able  to  be 
blessed  by  our  "Walk  to  Bethlehem." 

Joan  Franklin  had  surgery  on  her 
knee  this  Monday.  Pray  for  her 
speedy  recovery. 
V 
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MARK  YOUR 
CA1 FNDARS 


THIS  WEEK 
THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  18 

3:45-6:00  p.m.  Adventure  Club 
6:30  p.m.  Choir  Rehearsal  with  Philhar- 
monic Orchestra 
5:30  p.m.  Carillon  Rehearsal 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  20 
1 :00  p.m.  Choirs  Rehearse 
1:00-5:00  p.m.  Youth  Baby-sitting  & 

Gift  Wrapping 
3:00-5:00  pm  Amy  Vachon  Student 
Recital 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  21 
Fourth  Sunday  in  Advent 
Chancel  Choir  Sings 
8:15  a.m.  First  Worship  Service 
9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School 
10.45  a.m.  Second  Worship  Service 
Coffee  Fellowship 

1:00-5:00  p.m.  Youth  Baby-sitting  & 
Gift  Wrapping 
MONDAY,  DECEMBER  22 
7:30  p.m.  Young  Adult  Group 

TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  23 
REQUISITIONS  PICKED  UP 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  24 
Christmas  Eve 
7:00  p.m.  Family  Worship  Service 
11:00  p.m.  Worship  &  Candlelight 
Communion 
THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  25 
May  the  Son  Shine  throughout 
your  Christmas  Day! 


Philharmonic 
Community  Concert 


David  Borsvold,  Conductor 

William  Skoog,  Guest  Conductor 

TfflS  Sunday,  December  21, 1997 

3:00  p.m. 

Faith  United  Methodist  Church 

Jack  Scott,  Pastor 

207  East  Dewald  Street 

(Corner  of  Clinton  &  Dewald) 

Featuring  *  Faith  United  Methodist  Church  Choir 

*  First  Christian  Church  Choir 

*  Turner  Chapel  A.M.E.Choir 

*  IPFW  University  Singers 

*  River  City  Rhythm  Men's  Chorus. 

Please  bring  a  non-perishable  food  item  for 

donation  to  Community  Harvest  Food  Bank 


PLEASE  NOTE! 

If  your  address  or  zip  code 
changes  please  let  the  church  office 
know  as  soon  as  possible.  Each  time  a 
,%%&*  is  returned  because  the  address  is 
not  correct  it  costs  the  church  at  least 
460.    The  Post  Office  also  requests  that 
we  keep  the  zip  codes  current  -  they  even 
say  we  should  call  every  person  to  verify 
their  zip  code  before  each  mailing. 
Please  save  your  church  the  money  and 
hassle  by  letting  us  know  as  soon  as  you 
know.        Thank  You! 
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DMA  Big  Birthday  Bash 


Tuesday,  January  6,  1998 

12:00  Noon 

Carry-In 

We  will  celebrate  everybody's  birthday, 
but  especially  Dianne  Dunn's  birthday  for 
this  will  be  a  fare-well  for  her  as  she  leaves 
for  ministry  in  the  Church  of  God  in 
Celina,  Ohio. 

MOTE:  Mark  your  calendar  for  the  second 
Tuesday(notthe  1st)  in  february  &  March. 


JANUARY  CALENDAR  DATES 
DUE  NOW! 


If  you  want  meetings  or  activities 
noted  on  the  January  calendar  please 
make  sure  the  secretary  has  them 
ASAP.  We  would  like  to  have  the 
calendar  ready  by  Friday  so  it  can  be 
mailed  before  the  new  year.  Thank 
you. 


did 

YOU 
KNOW 


Did  you  know. that  Nelly  the  donkey 

got  loose  in  the  parking  lot  on  Saturday? 
She  somehow  managed  to  get  her  rope 
untied.  Dave  Kreisher  caught  her. 

Did  you  know. that  Charlie  Hatten  & 

Dick  Mey  had  to  help  the  farmer  chase 
the  sheep  down  before  they  could  bring 
them  here?  It  is  said  that  since  they've 
learned  to  rustle  sheep,  they  will  be  avail- 
able for  hire  -  IF  you  provide  them  ponies 
and  lassos. 

Did  you  know. that  Barb  Rumpel 

was  called  the  head  angel  in  an  inter- 
view? 

Did  you  know. that  many  people 

commented  that  this  year's  Walk  to 
Bethlehem  was  the  best  yet?  Congratu- 
lations on  a  job  well  done,  on  a  ministry 
well  carried  out! 

Did  you  know. that  we  still  need  a 

small  black  &  white  TV  for  our  security 
system? 


ome  Home  for  Christmas  J 

mi 
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SERVING  DECEMBER  21 
ELDERS 
8:15  a.m.   B.  Bier  &  E.  Conrad 
10:45  a.m.  S.  Hayes  &  C.  McGrew 

D1ACONATE  &  GREETERS 
8:15  a.m.  J.  Arnold,  M.  Bier,  J.  Ott, 
D.  Schuricht 

10:45  a.m.  G.  Baitz,  J.  Baitz, 
D.  Bohlen,  J.  Bohlen,  S.  Brickley, 
G.  Cole,  C.  Deck,  L.  McFarland, 
R.  Wise 

COMMUNION  PREPARATION 
DECEMBER  21  &  28 

D.  Schuricht,  S.  Brickley,  G.  Cole 

HOMEBOUND  COMMUNION 

K.  Cron  &  B.  Proegler,  K.  Ohneck  & 
S.  Brey,  C.  Hatten  &  L.  Brey,  B.  Widmer 
&  M.  Deck 


MEMBERS  BIRTHDAYS 
DECEMBER  21-31 

Mickieann  Martz(22),  Jacob  Quinn(23), 
Bill  Crouse(24)(91  years),  Michael 
0,Laughlin(24),  Wardell  Bradford(25), 
Elizabeth  Dull(26),  Carolyn  Falbe(26), 
Tara  Grier(27),  Marsha  Hackenberg(27), 
Micheie  Reeves(27),  Paul  Fisher(28), 
John  Mathis(28),  Sarah  Smith(28),  Lucille 
Branstrator(29),  Todd  McBride(31) 


LAY  READERS 

8:15  a.m.  Marty  Bier 

COFFEE  FELLOWSHIP 

Estel  &  Lori  Vandergriff 

ADVENT  CANDLE  LIGHTERS 
8:15  a.m.  Jack  &  Janet  Weicker 
10:45  a.m.  Richard  &  Judy  Mey, 
Arionna  Rousch 
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